
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




THE BEQUEST OF 
EVERT JANSEN WENDELL 

(CLASS OF 1882) 
OF NEW YORK 



1918 



dbyCocwle. 



,y Google 



d by Google 



/^^^^jc^. 



d by Google 



d by Google 



f THE LONDON 



s 



BUDGET OF WIT, 

OR A % 

MANY OF them) NEVER BEFORE PRINTED, AND THE 
WU6LE ^RINGED ON AN ENTIRE NEW PLAN, 

\Under the following Heads: 

W&^f n Clerical, || Military, 
RffiTAL, I Legal, Naval, 

No^>^ II Medical, II Theatrical, 

Wit in Low Life. 

£aoli Ceatiiai^U^^S so diirlded as to exhibit an equal nomber of in- 

itiooes ormehi^rt of the aeyeral profeaakms aod ranks iu life to 

being, like Falstaff, witty in them«eKe« ; aad tke 

ADDED, BY WAT OP APPENDIX, 

ction of ^M* 




^Y As^MEND TO RATIONAL MIRTH. 

\ \«* Ride si sapis.''— -*~ifOBACi. . 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR WALKER AND EDWARDS, 

paternoster row. 
, 1817. 

'Digitized by VjOOQIC 



o 



s iGV. n^ 



HARVARD course t.;:0..*«/ 

FROM 

THE BEgutST Of 

SVCRTMNSKN WENDEkl 

Ilia 



Printed by J. F. Dove, St, ioUU Squwe. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TV 

THE 

l.ONi>o:v 

BrDGETOFWIT 



Ml. 



f 



i^^,v;?^V5/j^,» J{ 



i 




7'. \ ^ nvJ'aj^e Sfr. 

Hintui iirr WaJkgrkJBdwards, Patxmcster Rrw 

1817. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



d by Google 



PREFACE. 



. CouRTEors Rbadeb, 

A GOOD title page ought, metbinks, like a 
bin of ^e 9t a tavem, to contain such a list 
of the articles dished up by the literary cook 
for the entertainment of tbe public, as may 
enable his reader at once to determine, whether 
the book contains any thing likely to suit his 
taste and palate. In this respect, the edit<^ of 
the following pages trusts that he has not been 
deficient ; and, ]ike mine host of the Red Lion, 
at Brentford, or any other well-accustomed house 
upon the road, he begs leave to assure his 
friends and the public ii^ general, that the feast 
which he has prepared for their mental gratifi- 
cation, consists of viands of the choicest flavour, 
{teryed pp ip such variety and abundance as to 
* A 2 
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IV PREFACE* 

suit every appetite, whatever may be its preten^ 
sions to that exquisite gout, which can relish 
nothing but the finest strokes of wit ; — or, vora- 
cious as it may be in devouring the more sub- 
stantial provocatives to broad-grin mirth, and 
shouts and peals of merriment. Care, however, 
has been taken, that nothing should be intro- 
duced, which in proportion as it is savory to 
the taste, is destructive of the health ; or, to 
drop all tropes and figures (the syllabubs and 
whipt creams of the art of composition) nothing 
will be found in the following pages, which, 
whilst it promotes the mirth, can injure the mo« 
rals, or offend the proper delicacy of any of 
their readers, whatever may be their sex, their 
age, or the station in life which they occupy. 
It is therefore hoped, that the care with which 
it has thus been formed, combined with the ori. 
ginality of its arrangement, will give to the pre- 
sent collection a decided advantage over those 
that are now in existence. It is far from being 
the editor's wish to exalt his owh production 
upon the ruin of others ; but he cannot avoid 
remarking, that out of the many selections of a 
similar kind, which have been consulted for the 
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ptnpose of forming that now presented to tile 
pnMic^ there are comparatively few iriuch pos- 
sess the merit of being witty without being 
eitlier profane or grossly indecent ; whilst he 
eao truly say, that he has met with none that 
iia?e any pretensions to be ample, without etm- 
taining many jests twice, and eren thrkc re- 
peated. The latter inconTemence most indeed 
inevitably result from the entire want of arrange 
nent that has pervaded nearly the wIk^ of 
tbe selections of his predecessors ; thoij^ it is 
so completely obviated by tiie present plan, that 
its projector may confidently assert, that in the 
thousand bon-mots which compose this coliec- 
tioQ, there b not a single repfttition. This is 
ao inconsiderable advantage, but it will periiaps 
be found to be a greater, that by this sort of 
i^Wification now for the first time adopted, the 
reader may easily select such specimens of wit 
^s may suit his own taste, humour, or pursuits^ 
or as may be most adapted to the company in 
which he may be placed, or the topics of con- 
versation in which he may be engaged^ 

To the members of the various professtoos, 
t^e editor scarcely need to make any applogy 
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VI PREFACE. 

fot putting in so formidable an array the stmkes 
of wit which have from time to time been aimed 
at their habits^ failings, and most besetting sins as 
a body ; or the keen retorts — ^the biting jibes and 
jests, which haye been individually addressed to 
their most distingubhed members. He might, to 
be sure, modestly drop a sort of hint, en passant, 
that he himself is a member of one of the learned 
professions, (leaving it of course to the libera- 
li^ of his readers to determine in what rank in 
that profession he may moye, or fag and toil ;) 
and that too, one that has borne, at least, its 
fidl share of the brunt of public odium, and of 
unrelenting satire. )ie might also add, t)iat 
several of the bon-mots io the present collection 
were furnished by professional friends, whose 
minds soared above the foolish and childish po- 
tion, that every joke ppon a tythe pig» a brazen 
fiice, or a killing potion, was an insult offered 
to the church, to the bar, or to the college, 
which no member of the profession so dispa- 
raged, ought to hesitate a moment in resenting 
as an insult offered to himself. He prefers, how- 
ever, resting his claim to exemption from all 
9uch censure, on the perfect impartiality which 
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PRIVACB. TU 

be hms obtenred in fimUhiiig fifty inttaneet of 
wit in members of each of the profetsioof and 
walks of life to which the chapters of his work 
are lespectiTely confined, to coonterbafayice an 
eqaal number of the shafts of satire which wicked 
wags have leveOed against thenu It was the 
great excellence of Sir Hudibras's logic, thai 

<* For every why he had a wherefore.^ 

And if a sort of parody upon this passage in 
the history of that renowned cavalier may be 
allowed, the editor of the London Budget of Wit 
would say in defence of his collection of pro- 
fessional witticisms, that if 

** For every praise there is a censure," 

the reverse of the proposition is equally true, 

^* For every censure there^s a praise.'' 

And thus lauding his own impartiality, as he 
flatters himself that his readers will laud his 
discrimination in forming the present collection, 
he takes his leave for the present, by reassuming 
the character of mine host of the inn, or his 
head waiter, and assuring them, with as many 
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fui FKEFACE. 

^ws and scrapes as are usual upon such occa« 
»0Bs, that if the j^reseat entertainment should 
meet with their ^pfn'obation^ be hopes, at no 
▼ery distant period, to meet them again with a 
similar repast of viands as chotcdy selected, aad 
•ooked and seasoned as entirely to their taste. 

And so he rests, 

Their's to command, 

THE EDITOR. 
F^rmuy 16, 1817. 
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THE LONDON 
BUBlGflT OF WIT. 

CHAP. I. 

f WOMEN. 

1. I7RANCIS I. of France, was the fot monait^h 
-*- Tv^ho introdaced ladies at bis court He said, 
in a style of true gallantry — ^That a drawiJ^-room 
without ladies was like the year without the spring ; 
or rather, like the spriug without flowers, 

2. At no time of life should a man give up the 
thoughts of enjoying the society of women. ** la 
youth,'' says Lord Bacon, " women are our mistresses^ 
at a riper age our companions^ in okf age our nurses, 
and in all ages our Mends/' 

3. Fontenelle being one day asked by a lord in 
waiting, at Versailles, what diiference there was be* 
tween a clock and a woman, instantly replied, •* A 
clock serves to point out the hours, and a woman to 
make us forget them.'' 

Queen Elizabeth. 

4. Queen Elizabeth seeing from her window a 
gtetleman musing, to vihom Sic had not realized her 

B 
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2 WOMEN. 

promised of fovonr, sidd to him, ^' What does a ma 
think of. Sir Edward, when he thinks of nothing?" 
After a little pause, he answered, " He thinks, M&— 
• dam, of a woman*s promise.*' The qaeen shrunk, ii^ 
her, head, hut replied, " Well, Sir Edward, I mus-t 
not confute you ; anger makes men witty, but it keeps 
them poor/' i 

5. A courtier came running to Queen Elizabeth , 
and, with a face full of dismay, " Madam,'* said he^ 
** I have bad news for you ; the party of tailors, 
mounted on mares, tliat attacked the Spaniards, are 
all cut off." — " Courage ! friend/' said the queeu ; 
*' this news is indeed bad ; but when wc consider the 
nature of the quadrupeds, and the description of the 
soldiers, it is some comfort It) think wc have lost nei- 
ther man nor harse,^* 

The late Princess Amelia. 

6. The late Princess Amelia being in the rooms ^t 
JBath, remarked a certain captain in the army of a, 
inost uncommon height. On inquiry, she was not 
only told hiii name and family, but likewise that he 
had beeti originally intendedfm' the churchy " Rather, 
I should suppose, for the' tteeple** — ^repIied her royal 
nighness. 

Sarah Dutchess of Marlborough. 

7. When the proud Duke of Somerset, a little time 
More his death, paid a visit to Sarah Dutehesai or 
Marlborough, she insisted on his drinking with her a 
l^ass oftokay, which had been presented to her hus* 
band by the emperor. He assented, and she ad~ 
dressed him as follows : " My lord, 1 consider your 
grace drinking a glass of wine ^Ith me as a very hig^h 
honour, and I will beg leave to propose two healtha, 
the most unpopular imaginable, and which nobody ui 
the three kingdoms, except ourselves, would dni^ ;l 
here is your health and mine.*' 
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WOMEN. 3 

The late Dutchess of Bedford. 

8. When the Datchess of iBedford waa iMt at 
Buxton, and then in her eighty-fifth year, it was the 
medical farce of the ^y for the faculty to reaolf^ 
e^^ complaint of whim and caprice into ^ a shock 
of the nervous system/' Her gprace, after inquiring 
of many of her friends in the room, what brought 
them there ? and being generally answered, '' for a 
nervous comphunt," was asked, in her turn, what 
brought her to Buxton ? ^ I came only for pleasure," 
answered the hale dutchess, '* for, thank God, I waa 
boni hrfore nerves came into/askion.^ 

The late Dutchess of Northumbeeland. 

9. When the amiable Dutchess of Northumberland 
was some years ago on the continent, afie stopped at 
an inn in French Fiaaders, at the sign of the doldea 
Goose ; but, arriving late, and being somewhat ta- 
tigued with her journey, she ordered but a slight re- 
past for her and her suite, which consisted only of !!?• 
servants. In the morning, when the landlord pre- 
sented his bin, her secretary was much surprised at 
one general item, of — ^* Expenses for the ni^t, four- 
teen Louis D'ors.** In vain did he remonstrate ; the 
artfnl Fleming knew the generous character of the 
dutchess, and was positive. The money was accord- 
ingly paid. When she was preparing to depart, the 
landlord, as usual, attended her to her caniage ; and, 
after making many congees, and expressing many 
thanks, hoped he should have the honour of her 
pace's company, on her return. '' Why, possibly yoa 
may," said the dutchess, with her usual good-humour, 
" but it most be on one condition — that you do not 
mistake me again for your sign." 

The late Dutchess of Gordon. 

10. A certain eit, who had suddenly risen to 
wesdth, hy monopolies and contracts, from a very low 
condition in life, stood up in the pit of the opera ^ith 

B 2 
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4 Women. 

his hat on. The Dutdiess of Gonlon whisptred to A 
lauly near her, *' We must forgive that man ; b« has 
been used to the luxury of a bat so short a time, that 
he does not know when to pull it off.'' 

11. Lady Jersey, being at a masquerade, stept up 
to the Dutchess of Gordon, with the usual, ** Do you 
know me?" — " Yes, ignorance and impudfnc^ are 
kqpwn every where/' was the reply. 

12. Her grace was one evening in company with a 
military gentleman, who, in the composition of hi» 
dispatches, had not attended so much as might have 
been wished to the good old rules of grammar — ** I 
congratulate you," said her grace, " on your talent 
for writing English poetry,** — " English poetry!'' 
rephed the astonished officer. " Yes," returned she, 
*' for I am sure what you write is not Englisl^ 
p-ose.*' 

13. When Mr. Penn, a young geptleman well 
known by his eccentricities, walked from Hyde Pack 
Corner to Hammersmitli, for a wager of one hundred 
guineas, with the Honourable Sutler Danvers, se- 
yeral gentlemen who had witnessed the contest spoke 
of it to the Dutchess of Gordon, and added, '* It is a 

Eity that a man with so many good qualities as Penn 
as, shoiild be incessantly playing these unaccouiit- 
(»ble pranks." — " Jt is so," said her grace, ** but why 
don't you advise him better? He seems to be a pen, 
that every body cuts, and nobody tneiidt,** 

14. Sir William Pulteney, mentioning some ridi^ 
culous observations wbich he had made on a parti- 
cular occasion, said, that it had made t)ie whole com- 
pany merry at his expense. ** Then, Sir William," 
said the same witty dutchess, " 1 verily believe it is the 
first company that ever was made tnerry at yow ex^ 
pen#c." 
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WOMEN. ft 

The late Dutcbess of Devonshire. 

15* A Scotch nobleman, of no bright parts, chatting 

vitk the late Datchess of Devonshire, sne asked, how 

1 it happened that the Scots in genend made a much 

I better figure from home than in Scotland. " Oh,'* 

8^8 he, " nothing is so easily accoonted for. For 

th^ hoDonr of the nation, persons are stationed at 

eveiy egress, to see that none leave the country but 

men of abilities." — " Then," answered she, " I suspect 

your lordship was smuggled/' • 

' 16. As the Dutchess of Devonshire was rambling 
o^e day in the neighbourhood of Chiswick, she was 
overtaken by a shower, which obliged her to take 
shtiterin ai small hut, where she happened not to be 
I^nown. Among other topics of conversation, which 
she introduced in her aflable manner, she asked the 
good woman if she knew the Dutchess of Devonshire? 
" Know her," answered the woman, " aye, God bless 
her, EVERY BODY has cause to know her here, there 
ftever was a better lady bom." — ** I am afraid you ' 
are mistaken," said her grace, " from what I can un- 
tierstand of her, ^he is no better than she should be." 
—** I%ee YOU are no better than you should be," re- 
tumeJ the poor woman ; " it would be happy for 
jouif ^ou were as good ; but you — ^youll never be 
worthy to wipe her slioes." — " Then I must be be- 
itolden to YOU, for they are at present very dirty,** an- 
swered her grace. The honest cottager, perceiving 
tier Biistake, ran to perform the oflSce with the grea^ 
est humility, for wluch she was generously rewarded 
^j the dutchess. 

The Margravine of Anspach. 
17. The Margravine of Anspach, when Lady 
Craven, was one day walking in St James's Park, 
with a young lady, a novice in aifsurs of love : the 
young lady, on seeing Lord Craven coming up, 
(^ftsed a ia mode de Paris, and dia|)lajinig a number 
B 3 
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^ \iroMEN. 

of fantastical airs, exclaimed, '' Lord ! Lady Cri^^^n, 
what a cbaiming angdic man!'* — ** Never," Ray» the 
literary wit, ** never, my dear girl, judge of the piec^ 
by the drapery,^^ 

18. A young nobleman, not remarkably for puncAi- 
^ityin the payment of his bills, once called upon Jbe 
]Vf argravioe of Ansppich in an elegant new phae(f>n, 
and at parting begged she would come to the door 
just to look at it. " Tis very pretty,'' said he, " and 
I have it entirely on a new plm/* — " Before I set njy 
eyes on it, my lord,'' said she, '< I am afraid you haf^c 
it on the old plan — never to pay for iu^ 



hsfc 



The Marchioness of Salisbury. 

19. Dr. Parker, the late worthy rector of ^t. 
Jameses, preaching a very dull sermon on happiness, 
the Marchioness of Salisbury, who saw him next day, 
told him laughingly l^e had forgot one sort of happi- 
ness — Happy are they who did twt hear your sepitotL 

The Countess of Tyrconnel. 

20. The laurels wliich James II. won by Aea he 
lost by land. Having been a spectator of th^bnttle 
of the Boyne, on th.e |st of July 1690, he thought it 
inost prudent, while the fortune of thcf day^as yet 
undecided, to seek his safety in ilight. In ^ few 
hours he reached the castle of Dublin, where h« was 
wet by Lady Tyrconnel, a woman of great spirit. 
** Your countrymen, the Irish^ madam,*^8aid Jame?*, 
as he was ascending the stairs, *' can Vnn well." — 
** Not cpiite so well as your majesty,*' retorted her la- 
dyship, " for I see you have won ^p race." 

Albinia, the late Countess Dowager qf 
buckinohamsiiire., 

21. Lord O saying that he made a point of 

Sever playing beyond the line of his own understand- 
ig, " Now my lord," said the Countess of Bucking- 
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WOMEN. 7 

faamsfaire, '' I see the reason wfaj y^ never platf 

Ladt Mary Wortlet Montague. 
22. A* Lady Mary Wortley Montague waa walk- 
vug tiiroagh the gardens at Stow with a party, she was 
modi teased by an impertinent yoang coxcomb, who 
wascontiDuaily making some foolish observations to 
iier. Oncoming to one of the temples, o?er which there 
vas an ioscfiption, she took advantage of this oppor- 
.tonity to expose his ignorance and pnt him to si- 
lence. ** Pray, sir,** said she, " be kind enough to 
explain that inscription to us.** — " Madam,*' said the 
yoQDg gentleman, with an affected air, *' f really do 
not know what it means, for I see it is dog Latin.**-^ 
** How very extraordinary it is,** said Cady M^^t 
«^tLat puppies do not understand theur own lan^ 
piagie !'* ■ 

I^DY Wallace. 

23. The celebrated Lady Wallace, when a rery 
joimg girl, was romping with some other little misses 
ne^ a miU-damy and bad often very incautiously 
api^oached the brink of the water, when Lady Max- 
well, her mother, called to her — ^** For God*« sake, 
girl,«be more cautious, or you will most certainly 
tomble into the water and be drowned.** — " 1*11 be 
danmCd\{ 1 do, mamma,*' replied the young pun- 
ster. " Oh! child," remarked her mother, ** that 
wit of yftor's will one day prove your ruin." — *"* Vm 
sore, then, it wont be mother-wit,^ re^oi-ted the 
minx. 

24. Lady Wallace was one day at an auction 
bidding away at a creat rate, when her brother-in- 
law, ]V&. Fordyce, who had been a bankrupt, but had 
settled matters with his creditors in a very comfort^ 
lAk manner, said — " Lady Wallace, if you go on in 
ftijfway you'll break."—*' No matter/' said she, " \ 
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8 WOMEN. 

may then be able to follow the example of some of" 
my friends, and live twice as well as erer." 

•26. The same lady, who was once celebrated in 
Scotland for wit and beauty, happening to be at an 
assembly in Edinburgh, a yonng gentleman, the son 
of his majesty's printer, who had the patent for pub- 
lishing Bibles, made his- appearance, dressed in green 
and gold. Being a new face, and extremely elegant, 
be attracted the attention of the whole company. A 
general murmur prevailed in the room, to know who 
he was : Lady Wallace instantly made answer, loud 
enough to be heard by the stranger — " Oh, don't you 
know him ? It is young Biblcy bound in ctUf, and gilt, 
but nat lettered^ 

Lady Worslet. 
26. When the election was to come on for Dum- 
bartonshire, where Lord Frederick Campbell and 
Captain Elphinstone were candidates. Lady Wors- 
ley, famous both for her beauty and wit, sent a card 
to General S — — , who had a vote, and was against 
her friend, desiring to speak to him on particular bu* 
siness, before he set out for the election. The ge~ 
neral was a man of too much gallantry to refuse the 
summons, even at the critical moment of setting out 
on a service where a single voice might be decisive. 
As soon as he was usiiercfd into the room to her la- 
dyship, she locked the door, and told him very per- 
emptorily, that there he must remain until the election 

wai over. General S flew to the windows, but 

care had been taken to secure them: he then at- 
tempted the door, but with like effect ; at last he had 
recourse to crying out murder ! and robbery 1 which 
soon brought together a great crowd; but Lady 
Worsley told them very coolly, that it was a friend of 
her's who was subject to drinking, and then so in- 
toxicated, it would be dangerous to let bixv loose. 
At length the general was permitted to depart, but 
not until it was too late to give his vote. 
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t WOMEN. 9 

Ladt Bridget Tollemache. 
^. A certain nebleman, who was more remark- 
ible for bhi pride thaa bis parts, being oniis with- 
drawing from a fashionable party, and wanting bis 
servant to attend bim, called out in a ^ery loud voice, 
** Where can my Blockhead be T — ** Upon your 
^onldersy my lord,*' answered Lady Bridget ToUo- 

nacbe. 

t 

Lady Charlotte Bruce. 

28. Lord H , who affects to be a physiogno^ 

Qist, and to know people's sentiments by the expres- 
^ of their countenance, calling on Lady Charlotte 
Bmce before her marriage with Captain Durham, 
lold her he kubw her thoughts by her eyes. ** Do 
yoo,*' says she ; ^* then I am sure yon will keep them 
secret, /br they are no waif to ffour advatitage,** 

Hon. Mrs. Dormer. 

29. A young lady marrying a man she loved, and 
leaving many niends in town, to retire with him into 
tile coantry, Mrs. Dormer said prettily, ^ She has 
tamed one-and-twenty shillings into a guinea." 

Mrs. Barbauld. 

30. A gentleman was telling Mrs. Barbauld, a 
i^ort time since, of the thieves that had the pre- 
ceding night broke into St. George's Church, Fian- 
ever Square, and stolen the communion- plate and 
the ten commandments — " I can suppose,*' added 
the informfMit, '^ that they may melt and sell the 
pUte, but can you divine for what possible purpose 
they could take the commandments V* — ** To breah 
them, to be sujre," replied she, " to break tbcm." 

Miss Seward. 

31. When Mr. Ritson, whose malevolent and 
waspish disposition is so well known, died some yrai*ti 
smce, and it was reported by some people that he had 
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10 WOMEN, 

poisoned liim^elf, ** What V* replied Miss Seward, 
*^ sure be must have hit his own tongu$,^' 

CONSTANTIA PHILIPS. 

32. In the early part of Mr. Muilman*s life, he be- 
came enamoured with Constantia Philips; and, find- 
ing be could not procure her as a mistress, resolved 
to venture upon her as a wife. They married ; but 
as their dispositions were not exactly similar, they 
were not superlatively happy. *' Mr. Muilman,'' said 
Constantia, after they had been married about three 
months — " Mr. Muilman, I believe you are heartily 
tired of me, and I am as heartily tired of you; so, if 
you will settle five hundred a year upon me, I will 
put you in a way of dissolving our malriage.^' [ He 
eagerly embraced the proposal^ and gave her his 
bond for performing the contract; on which she 
produced a certificate of her previous marriage to a 
pastry-K^ook, who lived in Maiden Lane, Covent Gar- 
den. This point being ascertained, Mr. Muilman 
refused to pay her annuity; and she found there 
^as a flaw m the drawing up, which put it out of 
h^ power to compel him. 8fie therefore told him, 
imless he entered into a new and legal engagement, 
she would take a step which would still render her 
marriage with him perfectly valid. He laughed at 
her ; but she performed her promise, by bringing a 
certificate, and producing a register, by which it ap> 
peared that the Maiden Lane pastry-cook, previous 
to his marriage tvith Iier, was married to another wo^ 
man, who was then alive. This disconcerted the 
merchant; who, however, got quit of her impor- 
tunities, by giving her a considerable sum, on condi- 
tiop of her going to Jamaica, where she settled as 
keeper of a coffee-house, and died soon after. 

93. When Constantia Philips was in a state of 
distress, she took a small shop in Westminster Hall, 
and sold books^ some of them of her own writings 
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l)Driiig fliistuiie^ an aiH)tfaecai7yidio had attend 
It a time when irtie was ill, came to her and reouested 
payment of his bill. She urged inability, bat ne still 
cootinQed to press her, and gave ks a reason, that he 
had saved her Ufe. ^ You have so,** s^s Constan- 
tia, *^you have so; I acknowledge it; and, in nv 
torn, here 'i% my life ;*' when going to a book-case, and 
reaching the two volumes, she begged he would take 
iirltfeBs the discbarge of his demand. 

Helen Maria Williams. 
34.' A gentleman expatiating on the justice and 
propriety of an hereditary nobility — " Is it not right,'^ 
laid be, '^ in order to hand down to posterity the 
tirtues of those men who hare been eminent for 
their services to the countr}% that their posterity 
should enjoy the honours conferred on them as a 
reward for such services?" — ^" By the same rule," 
said Helen Maria Williams, '^ if a man is hanged 
for his misdeeds, all his posterity thonld be banged 
too.^ 

Miss^Chudleiob. 

35. When the late Duke of Cumberland was once at 
a masquerade, he observed Miss Chudleigh in ahad>it 
which very closely bordered upon the naked : *' My 
dear lady,'' said the good-natured duke, '' suffer me 
to put my hand upon that toft bosom.** — " Sir," said 
she, ** give me your hand, and I will put it on a 
much softer place.'* She took bis right hand, and 
puit it upon his own forehead. 

Mr8. (now lady) Price. 

36. Mrs. Price, befbre her marriage with flic 
wcothy alderm^ of that name, was a widow with u 
iarge fortune, and her name was Rngg. On being 
asked a few days after her' second marriage, how ske 
liked it, ** Oh, very well, indeed/' »aid she, " 1 sold 
my old Rugg for a good Price.^ 
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• ' M188 Farr^. 

37. The wife of the manager of a little strolling 
company, who was^ both old and ugly, had once a 
violent dispnte witK Lady Derby, then Misi I<'arren, 
and one of Ihe Company: the theatrical qneen, 
being extretncly irritated at some remark of Thalia's 
favourite, exclaimed in her passion, " You arc a very 
pretty young lady indeed !" — " And you are neither 
one nor the other/' replied her ladyship. 

Miss Pope, 

38. Miss Pope was rallied one evening in the 
Creon-room by a certain actress, more noted for her 

. gallantries than professional talents, on the largeness 
of her shape ; on which she observed, *' I can only 
wish it, madam, as slender as your reputation.*^ 

Mrs. Powell. 

39. After Mr. Boaden had read his Aurelia and 
Miranda in the Green-room of Drury Lane theatre, 
he observed, that he knew nothing so terrible as 
reading a piece before such a critical audience. '* I 
know one thing mucli more^ terrible,*' said Mrs. 
Powell. ** What can that be?" said our author. 
** To he obliged io mt atid hear it" 

SiGNORA Storage. 

40. At a late musical meeting in the country, a 
vocal performer, who was shabbily dressed about the 
Mmall clothes, being complimented on the power of 
his voice, vainly tossed up his head, and replied, ** O, 
Lord, I cam make miy thing of it,^ — " Can you, in- 
deed V* said Signora Storace, '* why then Pd advise 
you to make a pair of breeches of if 

Madame de Lonouevillr. 

41. 'Her friends advised Madame de Longneville, 
lyno was a very virtuous and ditfident lady, to go to 
court, in order to set ihe courtiers a good example. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WOMEN. J5 

''JoaBii^''smdshe, ^' set a better example, tltaii 
by not i^oiag (g coart at alL" 

Madam^ de la Sabberb. 
42. Monsieur de la Farrc had long professed an nf- 
Isetion for Madame de la Sabbere. Visiting her on« 
ffioroiDg, and ftxing bis e^es steadily on her countc- 
B^nce, be suddenly exclaimed, *■* Bless me, what is 
the matter with your right eye T— ** Ah ! la Farre/' 
replied she, *' you no longer fove me — I have had tlie 
Aame defect my whole life ; but passion blinded >ou 
loo much to discover it till this day."* 

Anonymous and Miscellaneous. 
48. A lady of the west country gave a great enter- 
tainment at her house to most of the gallant gentk- 
inen thereabouts, and among others, to 8ir Walter 
Raleigh. This lady, though otherwise a stately 
hokt, w as a Botable good housewife ; and Ui the 
noming betimes she called 40 one of her maids who 
looked to the swine, and asked, '' Are the pigs 
served T* Sir Walter Raleigh's chamber was close 
to the Iady*8. A little before dinner the lady came 
<lown in great state into the great chamber whiclr 
▼as full of gentlemen, and as soon as Sir Walter cast 
bis eye upou her, ** Madam," said he, '*■ are the pigs 
arvwl?" The lady answered, " You know beat 
whether you bave had ifour breakfasf." 

44. A lady in a large company was attacked by a 
yonog coxcomb of high rank, whose mother waa 
remarkable for her gallantries, with this question: 
** Pray, madam, tell me now, was not that fine gown, 
jou have on given you by one of your lovers?"— 
''No, my pretty little fellow," replied she, "jkw 
think if ou are talking to your mamma,** 

45. A young candidate, was afternoon preacher at 
the church of a hous^f coitection or workhouse. 
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which was seldom attended by any but the inhabit 
tants of the latter. However, several of his youn^ 
female acquaintances once went thither, and seated 
themselves where they could not be seen by the par- 
son. After service the candidate paid a visit to 9 
place where one of these young ladies happened to 
be in company; he paid his compliments to her^ 
and she asked him whence he came t appearing as if 
she did not know he had preached. '* Ah!^ said he^ 
" I have this afternoon been preaching to a congre- 
gation of asses." To which his female friend replied, 
" That then was the reason why you always called 
them my beloved brethren," 

46. A bashful gentleman, who had for some time 
admibcd a lady without daring to disclose his passion, 
sitting next her one Sunday, at church, hit upon the 
following method of declaring it. Taking up his Bi- 
ble he handed it over to her, having first turned 
down a leaf, on which he had marked with a pencil 
the following text in the 2d Epistle of St. John, and 
6th verse : "And now I beseech thee, lady, noj; as 
though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but 
that which we had from the beginning, that we love 
one another." The lady, in a very few minutes, re- 
turned the book with the following passage doubled 
down and marked — Ruth, ch. 1, v. 16: ** Whither 
thou goest I will go ; where thou lodgest I will lodge; 
thy people shall be my people ; thy God, my God, 
Wliere tliou dicst will I die, and there will I be bu- 
ried also : the Lord do so to me and more also, if 
aught but dcatli part thee and me." 



47. A curious confessor, who had listened with as 
much attention as surprise to a young woman, who 
had opened the state of her mind to him, at last en- 
quired her name. The lady, with a readiness of mind 
peculiar to herself, replied, ** My good father, my 
name is Nosin.*' ^ 
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48. A pensioDer in a French conveiit desired one 
of the nuns to set her right in a mistake she had made 
in her embroidery. The peevish sister refused, bid- 
ding her wait till the mistress of that work was at lei- 
sore, and adding jeeringly, " You have got out^ sis- 
ter, and you cannot get inJ^—*'' True,*' replied the 
yoang lady, '' but it is still worse for you, aster ; you 
have got in, and cannot get out J' 

49. A lady at a supper given on a public occasion, 
displayed in an ostentatious manner a profusion of 
artificial diamonds, which she had purchased at the 
shop of the well-known Dovey. 8he long teased a 
lady who sat next her with a great deal of imperti- 
nent conversation, and with obtrusive attention of- 
fered to help her to the dainties upon the table. 
*' Shall I," said she, " send you a pi#/"— " I thank 
you madam,'' said the other, 'Vyouhad better take 
one yourself, as you seem to be very fond of paste.** 

60. A certain reverend gentleman of the city of 
Edinbugh dining with a friend, the lady of the house 
desired the servant to take away the dish containing 
ihe fowls, which she pronounced fools, (as is some- 
times done in Scotland). '* I presume, madam, you 
meanfowlsy** said Mr. R. very pompously : — " Very 
well, be it so," said the lady, ^* take away ihc fowls, 
but let the fool remain T' 



51. Some philosophers maintain, that speech is the 
criterion of reason. Parrots and other birds speak ^ 
are they then rational ? Women we know are ra- 
tional^ bu^ would they he less so if they spoke less ? 

52. One of the Cecil family, minister to Scotland 
from England, was speaking to Marv, Queen of 
Scots^ of the wisdom mt^h sovereign, ifueen Eliza- 
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beth. Mafy stopped him short by s^yins:, '*Pray, 
5ir, doD*t talk to me of the wisdom of a woman ; 1 
think I know my own sex pretty weU, and can as- 
sure you, that the wisest of us all is only a little lesib 
m fool than the othe^^" 

63. In 1M7, a proclamation was issued by Henry 
VIII. ** That women should not meet together to 
babble and talk, and that all men should l^ep their 
lirives in their houses.*' — Qitery, what effect would 
9uch a proclamation have now 1 ' : * 

54. Milton was asked by a friend, whether he 
would instruct his daugliters in the diOerent tan- 
kages? to which he replied, **No, jdr, one toujgus 
is sufficient fur a woman." 

55. In some parishHchurches it is f he castom to se- 
parate liie men from the women. A clergyman, be- 
ing interrcipted by loud talking, stopped short ;^when 
a woman, eager for the honour of her sex, arose and 
said, " Your reverence, the noise is not among us.** 
*•*• So much the better," answered the priest, " it will 
be the sooner over." 

.^. A father was Once going to preach upon t)ic 
text of the Samaritan woman, and after reading it, 
he said, '* Do not wonder, mv beloved, that the text 
is m long, for it is a woman that speaks.*. 

57. When Rousseau was persecuted in Ids own 
country, that entiiusiast took up iiis residence in a 
eountry town in France. The curate nb' sooner 
heard who he was, than he publicly preached agadnst 
him, and, in several of his sermons, gtive him the 
appellation of an infidel. The unblameable tenor 
of liis conduct, however, prevented the clergyman's 
invectives from having any effect ; and tlie pe<^le, 
in general, Mere regardless o^e pernioious tendeney 
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of ills writiiigs, when they found fiothiii^ to condemn 
in his life. The priest, finding; that he could do hot 
little under the mask of religion, changed his battery, 
and insinuated, that Rousseau had asserted, in seve* 
ral parts of his works, that the women had no souls. 
This report gained an universal belief: the women 
exclaimed against him as a monster, and never suf- 
fered their husbands or relations to rest, till they had 
driren'him out of the neighbourhood. 

58. '^ I should be glad to know,'' said a learned 
lady angrily, " how knowledge is incompatible with 
a woman's situation in life. I sliould like to be told 
why chemistry, geography, algebra, languages, and 
the whole circle of arts and science^, are not as be- 
coming in her as in a man." — " I do not say," replied 
Mr. Dubois, the ingenious author of Old Nick, 
*^ that tbey are entuely unbecoming ; but I think, a 
very little of them will answer the pnrpose. In my 
opinion, now, a woman's knowledge of chemttry 
should extend no farther than io tlie melting of but- 
ter ; her geograpliy to a tliorough acquaintance with 
every bole and corner in the house ; her algebra to 
kec|>ing a correct account of the expenses of the fa- 
mily ; and as for tongues. Heaven kiiows, that one is 
enough in all conscience, and the Jess use she makes 
of that the better." 

59. Lady S- was saying one evening, that she 

had no control over her daughter, for that she would 
have her will in every thing ; " and yet I cannot won- 
<ler at it,*' added she, ** it is in^the blood."—" Say in 
the sex,^^ rejoined Mr. Sheridan. 

6^. Eve, say the Jewish Rabbins, is derived from 
a word which signifies to prattle. The first woman 
tool: this name fpr the following reason :— When God 
had created the world, he threw down from heaven 
tr^elve baskets filled with prattle; the woman picked 
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lip nine of them, whilst her husband had hardly tiuu» 
to collect the other three. 

61. Some words in French have* no correspondent 
rhyme. A lady, asking a rhyme to cotffe^ (a ]ady*« . 
head-dress,) was answered, ** Madam, there is non«e; 
for what belongs to a lady's head has neither rhym^ 
nor reason." 

62. " In the parish of Mandreville,'^ says a French 
writer, " a few leagues from Elbeuf, in NormAndy, 
tJicre 13 a small statue of St. Matthew ; which repre- 
sents the Evangelist in the act of drimns the devil 
(nttof the head o^a woman at his knees. The bishop 
of thQ diocese, on his first visitation in this parish, 
pointing to the statue, said pleasantly to the priest — 
* Ah ! Monsieur Abb6, if this saint of your's was 
but better. known, your benefice would be iar more 
valuable than my bishopric* " 

63. Dr. Johnson was in company wi(h a very talk- 
ative lady,, of whom he appeared to take very little 
notice. She, in pique, said to him, " Why, doctor, 
i believe you are not very fond of the compatiy of 
ladies." — "You are mistaken, madam,*' replied ho, 
" I like their beauty, 1 like their delicacy, Hike their 
vivacity, and 1 like their silence.*^ 

64. An English gentleman visited at a house in 
Paris, where he was very hospitably entertained, and 
where the amiable hostess displayed all that gaiety 
for which the French women are remarkable. The 
husband happened to leave the room for a little time ; 

, shortly after* madame lost all her vivacity, a|id at 
lisngth rose up, and after giving John Bull a hearty 
box on the ear, flew opt in a rage. Immediately after, 
the husband entered, when our countryman told-hiin 
what had hapl^eued. The Frenchman was astonished. 
^ You have not, I hope," said he, '* been guilty of 
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My radeness io my wifc.^ — ** Assoredly not, dr." — 
" What can be the matter, then ? What did you say 
to herT— *' Why I talked abont indifferent matters, 
aboat the weather and the news.**—** Theii," said the 
Parisian husband, *' I am not at all surprised at her 
behaviour, when, being left alone with a fine woman, 
yoQ had nothing to entertain her with but the wea- 
ther and the news !** 

65. A beautiful, but loquacious lady having her 
portrait painted, it was so admirably executed, that 
a connoisseur observed, that to be her very self it 
only wanted speech. *' And pray/' said another, 
^ do you think it the worse for that T 

06. Bayle was asked if women could keep a secret 
^Tbere is one secret,'' said he, *' and that is the oLly 
one they can keep — their age." 

67. Horace Walpole, being informed of a serious 
quarrel between two of his female relations, asked 
the person whether either of them had called tlio 
other ugly. On receiving an answer in the negative, 
he replied : ** Oh, then I shall soon make up the 
matter." 

68. A young clergyman having buried three wives, 
a lady asked him bow he happened to be so lucky. 
** Madam," replied he, " I knew they could not live 
vmimit contra4iction, so 1 let them all have their 
own way." 

The Matrimonial Creed. 

69. Whoever vrill be married, before all things it 
is necessary, that he hold the conjugal faith in this. 
Thatther^ were two rational beings created, both 
wpal, and yet one superior to the other, and the 
^rior i^all bear rule over the superior : which faith. 
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except every one do keep whole ancl undefiled, with- 
out doubt he shall be scolded at everlastingly. 

Tlie man is superior to the woman, and the woman 
is inferior to the man ; yet both are equal, and the 
woman shall govern the man. 

The woman is commanded to obey the inan, and 
the man ought to obey the woman ; and yet there 
are not two obedients, but one obedient. 

For there is one dominion nominal of the husband, 
and another dominion real of the wife ; and yet there 
are not two dominions, but one dominion. 

For, like as we are compelled by the Christian ve- 
rity to acknowledge, that wives must submit them- 
selves to their hnsbands, and be subject to them in 
all things ; so are we forbidden by the conjugal faith 
to say, that they should be at all influenced by their 
wilh, or pay any regard to their commands. 

The man was not created for the woman, but Che 
woman for the man ; yet the man shall be the slave 
of the woman, and the woman the tyrant of the man; 
so that in all things, as is aforesaid, tlie subjection f^ 
the supeiior to the infeiior is to be believed. 

He, therefore, that will be married, must tbos 
think of the woman and the man. 

Furthermore, it is necessary to submissive matri- 
mony, that he also believe rightly tlie infallibility of 
the wife : 

For the right faith is, tliat we believe and confers, 
that the wife is fallible and infallible : 

Perfectly fallible, and perfectly infallible; of an 
erring soul, and an unernng mind, subsisting ; falli- 
ble as touching her human nature, and infallible as 
touching her female sex. 

Who, although she be fallible, and infalliblo, yet 
she is not two, but one woman : who submitted to 
lawful marriage, to acquire unlawful dominion, and 
promised religiously to obey, that she might rule iii 
injustice and folly. 

This is the conjugal faith ; which, except a man 
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baHere fiutiifoDyy he cannot enter the state of malri- 
iDonj. 

Signs and Tokens. 

70. If yoa see a man and woman, with little or 
no occasion often finding fault, and correcting rarh 
other in company, yon may be sore they are hus- 
band and wife. — If yon see a lady and gentleman in 
the same coach in profound silence, the one looking 
out at one window, and the other at the opposite 
side, be assured they mean no harm to each other, 
but are husband and wife. — If yon see a lady acci- 
dentally let fall a glove or a handkerchief, and a gen- 
tleman that is next to her tell her of it, that she may 
herself pick it up, set them down for husbtod and 
wife. — If yon see a man and woman walk in the 
fields at twenty yards distance, in a direct line, and 
the man striding over a stile and jitiU going on, ttmi 
eeremame, you may swear they are husband and wife. 
— If you see a lady, whose beauty attracts the notice 
of every person present, ea^cept one mad, and he 
speaka to her in a rough manner, and does not appear 
at all afi'ected by her charms, depend upon it ikey 
are husband and wife. 

71. A poor hen-pecked, half-starved tailor, says 
an old author, having at last taken his leave of thb 
vale of tears, made tlie best of his way to the man* 
sion of happiness, and, knocking at the gate, was 
asked by the porter, ** Who was there V To whick 
he made answer, *' A poor tailor, just come from a 
troublesome world." — ** Have you ever been in pur- 
gatory ?" demanded the porter, a second time : ** No,'' 
quoth the tailor, *< but I have been marri^.'' — 
^ That, indeed,'' replied the porter, ** is much the 
same thing ;** and he accordingly opened the gate for 
his admission. Presently afterwards a fat alderman, 
who had gorged himself to death at a city feast, ap- 
proached the gate, and in a haughty magisterial tono 
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demanded entrance. ^' Patience, good friend/' said 
the porter, have you ever been in purgatory V* — 
** Why, no," replied his worship, ** but what otthat ? 
I saw you this very moment open the door to a hal& 
starved tailor, who iias been no more in purgatory 
than myself/' — ^* Aye, but he has been married,*' 
returned the porter. ** Married !*' quoth the alder- 
man, '^ why so have I been too; and, what is more, 
I have been married three several times." — " Thea 
pray take yourself off, and find a place where you 
can," ipterrupted the porter, '* for this is not a place 
for fi>ols." 

72. Alphonso King of Spain used to say, that he 
only knew one happy married pair in his dominions 
—die man was det^, and the woman bUtid. 

73. When Milton was blind, he married a shrewv 
The Duke pf Buckingham called her a rose. *' I am 
DO judge of flowers," replied Milton, " but it may 
be so, lor I feel the thorns daily." 

'7^» One wlio had been a termagant wife, lying on 
her death-bed, desired her husband, that as she had 
brought him a fortune she might have liberty to 
make her will, and bestow a few legacies on her 
relatione. " No, madam," said he, " you have had 
^oui' will all your life-time, and now I will have 

75. A Frenchman being at confession, accused 
himself of many crimes ; and among others acknow* 
ledged that not more than an hour before, he bad 
given his wife a sound drubbing. " Why did yon do 
that, my son V* said the father-confessor. " Why," 
replied the penitent, <' I . do the same thing eveiy 
time I come to confession ; and were I once to omit 
it, my shrift would hardly entitle me to abso]atiou|« 
Ixk conformity to the ordinations of our holy roligion> 
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1 eoti^is etety yewr ; feat my memory Is no effec- 
tive, that I should never recollect any sin I have 
been guilty of unless I beat my wife, which I there- 
fiM-e always do on these occasions ; and she in rc^ 
turn comes rattling like a hail-storm, with a fnUy 
true, and particular account of every crime 1 have 
committed, from the hour I married her.'' 

^6. A woman having fallen into a river, her hus- 
band went to look for her, proceeding up the stream 
from the place where she fell in. The byc-standcrs 
asked him if he was mad ? she could not have gone 
against tlie stream. The man answered, she was 
obstinate and contrary in her life, and he therefore 
supposed for certain, that she was the same at her 
death. 

77. A gentleman who did not live very happily with 
bis wife, on the maid tellipg him that she was going 
to give hermistrees warning, as she kept scolding 
her from morning till night, " Happy girl !*' said tho 
master, '* 1 wish I could give her warning too/' 

78. A husband, whose ears were constantly assailed . 
by the unruly tongue of his wife, bore the sound of 
her iHcessant alarum with the greatest patience. 
^'It is very dca:r,*' sjud one of his friends, ** that 
jou are afraid of your wife." — " 1 am not afraid of 
her/' said the husband, '* but of the koise she 
makes."' 

79. A certain citizen, being told it blew a hurricane 
at Margate, shrewdly observed, " Aye, my wife has 
been there these three weeks." 

80. A handsome, well-made gentleman;' having 
married a small wife, was asked by a friend why 
ho made chdce of such a little thing—** Dont you 
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know, my dear fnend/^ be replied, ^' that of aH enli 
^'ou should choose the least/* 

81. A gentleman, recently married, was enjoying 
with his tair<«ne an evening walk along the beach 
at Musselburgh. That moment a vessel had left th«^ 
harboui^, bound for a foreign port : ** Pray, my dear,'' 
says the lady, **what is the difference between ear* 
ported 9ud transported?** — " Were you, my loye/' re- 
tur|^d the gentleman, ''Aboard that vessel, you 
womd be exported and I should be transported,** 

82. A gentleman at White's overlooking the 
players at picquet till three in the morning, on a dis- 
pute they referred to him, when he declared he knew 
nothing of the game. " What!'* said they, *' and 
sit here all this time V* He satisfactorily explained 
their difficulty by saying, ^^ Gentlemen, I am mar^ 
Tied,*" , V 

83. An undertaker waited on a gentleman witli 
the bill for the burial of his wife, amountiitg to 67/J 
" That's a vast sum," said the widower, ** ft>r laying » 
silent female horizontally ! you must have made som« 
nustake V* — " Mot in the least,'* answered the coflto- 
monger, ** handsome hearse — three coaches and siK" 
— well-dressed mutes — handsome pall — nobody, your 
honour, could do it for less.** 'Hie gentleman re- 
joined : " It is a large sum, Mr. Crape ; but, as 1 am 
satisHed the poor woman would have given twice an 
much to bury me, 1 must not be behind her in an act 
of kindness; there is a check for the amount." 

84. A gentleman in the city was for some time 
yoked to a mate, who had that amiable quality of 
never receiving, or supposing herself to receive any 
injury, without breaking silence. One day, obsei\- 
ing her consort whispering soiiietlriiig to the nuiid, 
she instantly fixdd her fangs in his face, tore liis liuir 
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hy fhtt rboby Mid, in short, soflbred passion so much 
to get the better of her, that she was actually suflb- 
cated by Its tdolenoe. The poor husband was so 
orercome with - grief at the sad accident, that he 
forgot to use any of those methods recommended 
by the Ilumane Society for the recovery of persons 
in his wife's situation. Indeed, so anxious was he for 
ber everiasting repose, that he gave intUmt imtruc' 
timu for her Jwural, directing most particularly, that 
she sboultd be buried with her face downward^ S^in? 
asked the reason of this, *' Why," replied he, ♦• if 
she should happen to awake, the more she scratches 
the deeper she goesr 

85. A young fellow being informed that his mis- 
tress was married : to convince him of it, the young 
gentleman who told him, said, he had seen the bride 
and bridegroom. '* Prithee,*' said the forsaken swain, 
'* do not call them by those names, I cannot bear fu 
hear them/'—'' Shall I call them dog and cat?" an- 
swered the other. *' Oh, no, for heaven's sake," re- 
plied the, first, '' that sounds ten times more like man 
and wife than the other." 

80. A countryman and his wife having had some 
words, the man protested he would be revenged 6f 
her. ** Why, what will you do ?" said she. " Do T* re- 
plied he, " why, I'll go into the orchard, and drown 
myself in the pond." — '* Aye, do," says his wife ; ** and 
I'll go with you to see it done." They both went, and 
the man run to the pond as tliongh he would jump in, 
but stopped when he came to the side of it. His 
wife upbraided him ; called him coward, rogue, and 
villain, and said, she knew he had not the heart to do 
it The man took another run, and stopped sliprt, as 
before, and his wife continued to abuse him. At 
length he told her, he really tiad not the heart to 
drown himself; but iC she would tie his hands be- 
hind him, with his garters, which would prevent hkar 
D 
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sating tis fife l)y swimimmg, and push hi tn ill, s^hfe 
might, for he was weary of her ill temper. " Aye, 
you regae," says she, " that t will.*' She accord- 
ingly tied his hands behind him, and he went to th^ 
side of the pond. ** Now/' says the man, " take a long 
l-un, and pnsh me a good way into the water, that 
I niay be the sooner ont of my misery." — " Aye, aye, 
you rogae,*' replied his wife, " ill push you far 
enough in, Til warrant you." Tfhe man stood close 
by tie pond, with hfs back towards her, and she 
' went to some distance from him, and then came run- 
ning towards* him, that she might push him in with 
the more violence ; but, just as she came to him, he 
stepped aside, and she fell flounce into the water. 
She called to him to help her out, but he^ very 
calmly replied, ** You may thank yoni^elf^ it is not 
in my power to help you' out, for you have tied n^y 
hands." 

87. "I wonder,"said a woman of humour, "Why 
my husband and I quarrel so often, for we agree uni- 
formly in one grand point : he 'dishes to be master^ 
and so do I." 

88. Sir George Ethcrcge, having run up a score at 
Lock it's, absented himself from the ordinary. In 
Consequence of this Mrs. Lockit was sent to dun him, 
and threaten him with an action. He told the mes- 
senger that he would certainly kiss hei' if she stirrctl 
a step in it. On this message being brought, She 
called former hood and cloak, and told her hnsband, 
who interposed, that she would see if there was any 
felfow alive that bad the impudence. *' PFythee, my 
dear, jjl6n*t be so rash," replied the good man, " you 
don't Unow what a man may do in a passion." 

89. A French gentleman apprehending himself io 
be on his death-Sed, earnestly entreated his young 
wife not to marry an officer^ of whom be had been 
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joalaus. ^ My dtajc," said 9lic, " do not distress 
yourself, I have ^i^en my word to ^otber a great 
while ago/* 

90. A bad woman upbraided her husband with 
his love, of money, and ^d, she bflieved if Khe 
were to die that he would marry the devil's eid^t 
daughter if he could have pleqty of mouey with her. 
" That mii^ht be/' answer^ her husband; '' but tho 
worst of it is^ a mau dare not marry two sisters.*' 

91. A lady dying, who was much given to scold* 
mg her ser>'aote, her husband caused an atchievemeut 
to be put against hb house, under which was the 
following common motto, *^ In €€elo quies.** The 
coachman asked th6 undertaker's apprentice the 
meaning of these words, and on being informed it 
was, " There is rest in heaven," answered, ** Then 
I'm sure mistress be not there." 

92. A very volatile young lord, whose conquests 
in the female world were numberless, at last married^ 
^ Now, my lord," said the countess, " I hope you'll 
mend." — " Madam," says he, " you may depend on 
it, this is my last foHy." 

03. A maid-«ervant at an inn, being lately asked 
pa a trial for Crim. Con, if the adultress and her pa^ 
raoiour lived like roan and wife ? "Yes, my IokI," 
cried Betty, "thcv did, for they quarrelled from 
mortdng till mgkt. 

94. The clergyman of a country village j-epre- 
bending one of his paiisliioners for quarrelling with 
bis vrife so loudly and so trequently, as to be ^source 
of perpetual disturbance to the neighbourhood, in 
the course of his exhortation remarked, that tho 
^riptores declared, that man and wife were om, 
** Aye, that may be, sir," answered Hodge, " but 
P 3 
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if yon vrete to go by when me and my wife are at it, 
you'd think there were twenty of us I" 

95. ▲ wild young gentleman having married a 
▼ery discreet, virtuous, young lady> the better to 
reclaim him, she caused it to be given out, on his 
return from his travels, that she was dead and had 
been buried ; in the mean time she had so placed 
herp^f in disguise; as to be able to observe how he 
took the news ; and finding him still the sam^ gay, 
inconstant man he always had been, she appeared 
to him as the ghost of herself, at which he seemed 
not at all dismayed ; at length disclosing herself to 
him, he then appeared pretty' much surprised; a 
bye-stander said, " Why, sir, you seem more afraid 
now than before.** — ** Aye,*' replied he, " most men 
are more, afraid of a Uving^ wife than a dkad oneJ* 

96. A poor man, who had a termagant wife, after 
a long dispute, in which he was resolved to have 
'dke last word, told her, if she spoke one more 
crooked word, he would beat her brains out " Why 
then, rams ItomSf you dog I'' Said she, " if I die for it." 

97. A person happening to call one day on an ac*. 
quaintance, found him exercising on bis wife that 
discipline which Jobson employs in the farce of the 
" Devil to Pay ;** and being hurt at the ungeherous 
task undertaken by his friend, he begged of him, by 
all the ties of honour, to forbear; at the same time 
asking him the occasion of such severe treatment. 
*' The oecasion is,*' said the enraged husband, *' that 
she will not be muiress in her own house." The 
gentleman expressed great astonishment at the an- 
swer, tmd remarked, that tiie fault was such \^ he 
believed no woman ever gave her husband occasion 
to thrai^ her for before. ** Ah !" said the husband, 
** b^i my wife wont be mistress, — she wants to be 
master,** 
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98^ Two frienda, who bad not seen each oilier a 
Ipng while, met one morning. quite by chance. *' How 
do you do?" said one. " Why, not "very well,** replied 
the other ; ** I have been married since I saw you.*' — 
** Well done, that is good news, however.'* — ** Not 
so very good, for my wife was a most woeful scoid.** 
— " That was bad.** — ^ Not so bad neither, she 
brought me two thousand pounds.** — " That was con- 
solation though.'* — •* Not entirely, for I sp«?culated in 
sheep, which all died of tlie rot** — " That was very 
nnfortanate !**— " Not so very unfortunate, for I made 
as much by their skins as I should have done by their 
flesh.** — " Then you were as lucky as if it had not hap- 
pened.** — " Not quite ; for my house was one night 
burnt, and every note of the mon^ consmned.** — 
•* What a most woeful misfortune !*' — " Not so woeftil 
as you may imagine, for my wife and my house were 
burnt together." 

99. During the reign of the feudal system amongst 
the Highranders, the Laird of Gjant had condemned 
one of his vassals to be hanged. When Donald 
came to the gallows, accompanied by Janet, Iiis 
faithful wife, he seemed very reluctant to mount the 
ladder, and stood a long time below l!>e fatal tree 
shrugging his shoulders. ** Hoot awa, Donald,'* said 
Janet, clapping her dear spouse*s cheek, " gang up 
like a man, and please the laird 1" I^onald could 
not resist such a powerful motive to obedience, but 
m^mted, and was turned off in a minute. 

IQO. Tlie pow&r of oi'thography and pimctiuUion, — 
The husband of a pious woman having oecasion to 
make a voyage, his wife sent a written request to the 
parson of the parish ; but instead of spelling and 
-poiDting it properly, viz. *.* A person having gone to 
$00^ hi* wife desires Ae prayers of the congregation,** 
abe , spelled and pmnted it as follows :— *' A person, 
having gone to see his wife, desires the prayers of the 
P 3 
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congregation.'' Tlie panon, viho had not ex- 
amined the contents of ih9 paper^ gaTe *U out 
accordingly. 



CHAP. II. 

0' 

ROYAL. 

KINGS OF SPARTA. 

Leonidas. 
101. Xerxes, at the head of half a miUion of men, 
wrote thus to Leonidas — " Surrender your arms«'' 
Leonidas, who commanded only three hundred Spar- 
tans, returned tliis answer — *' Come and take themu'^ 

AgesJii^aus. 
10^ A man in a publif office in Sparta was guilty 
of many peculations and frauds ; and being called 
openly a rogue and scoundrel, he complained to 
Agestiiaus of these indignities. *^ Sir/' said the king, 
** my subjects are plain men in their speech^ and oaU 
things by their right names/' 

EMPEROR OF ROME, 

Augustus. 
103. A courtier having asked Aug^istus for a sa 
lary to a place he held, said it was not for the Ta]u6 
of the thing, but for the sake of seeming to have de- 
served it at his hands. ^ Well/' replied Augustus, 
" tell every body that you rcceiye one, and I will not 
denyie 
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KINGS OF ENGLAND. 

RiciuHi> n. 

104. Richard II. on the pope reclanniog, is a^son 
of the church, a bishop whom he had taken prisoner 
in battle, sent him the prelate's coat of nudi, and ia 
the wordji of scripture asked him, ** Kjiow.now whe- 
ther this be thy sotCi coat or nott" 

Henry TII. 
106. The Irish, being much oppressed and injured 
bjjr the Earl of Kildiu^, daring the reign of onr 
seventh Henry, exhibited several articles of com- 
plaint against him to the king, concluding their in- 
formation with these words : All Jrelahd emmoi rule 
this earl ** Why then,*! said the king, *'keu theftUest 
man to rule all Ireland;** and be accordingly ap- 
pointed him lord lieutenant; ' ' 

Henry VIII. 
106. King Henry VIII. hunting in Mlndsor forest, 
ttrack down, about dinner-time, to the abb^ of 
Heading, where, disguising himself as one or the 
royal guards, he was invited to the abbot's table. A 
tirUnn of beef was set before him (so knighted, 
says tradition, by the same monarch), on which 
he laid io as lustily as any heef-eater. *' Well far^ 
Ihy heart," quoth the abbot, *' and here in a cup of 
sack I remember the health of his grace, your mas- 
ter. I woidd give a hundred pounds could I feed as 
heartily on beef as you do. Alas I my poor queasy 
stomach will scarcely digest the wing of a chicken.^ 
The ki^g heartily pledged him, thanked him for his 
good cheer, and after dinner departed undiscovered. 
Shortly after, the abbot was sent for by a ptn*suivant, 
brought up to the Tower, kept a'close prisoner, aud 
fed on bread and water, terrified all the time at his 
atnatiom At last^ a sirloin of betf was set before 
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him, on which his empty stomach made hitn feed 
most voraciously. In th^ midst of his repast, he was 
astonished at seeing the king come from a private 
closet, where he had placed Inmselt to be an invisible ^ 
spectator of the scene. " My lord," quoth he, " in- 
stantly deposit your hundred pounds, or else no 
going hence all the days of your life. I have been 
your ' physician to cure you of your queasy sto^ 
mach; and here,- as I deserve it, I demand my 
fee.'' The abbot paid the money, glad to ej^cape so 
easily, 

James I, 

107. Among the addresses presented upon the ac-- 
cession of James the First, was one from the ancient 
town of Shrewsbury, wishing his majesty might 
jreign as long as the sun, moon, and stars endured. 
** Faith, mon,'' said the king to the person who pre-» 
sented it, *♦ (f I do, my son must reign by candle-r 
light" 

108. When the same monarch went to Salisbury, 
one of the active adventurers of those days climbed 
up the outside of the spire of the cathedral, and at 
the top made three summersets in honour of his 
majesty ; who, being appUed to for a reward, gave 
him a patent, whereby every other of his subjects, ex- 
cept the aforesaid man, and his heirs male, was pro-« 
hibited from climbing steeples fur ever. 

109. Elizabeth Weston, a ypung girl, was pre- 
sented to this mona?ch, as au Engii^ prodigy, be- 
cause she was deeply learned. The person who in- 
troduced her, boasted of her proficiency in ancient 
languages. ^' I can assure your nu^esty,'' said he, 
** that she can hoih speak and write Latin, Greek, 
and Hebrew." — " These are rare attainments for a 
damsel/' said James; " but pray tell me, can she 
spin ?' 
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110. Kin|^ Jamea I. mounting a hone tliat whs 
tmnily, cried, '* The do*il tak my sonl, sirrab, an ye 
be na quiet, IH send yoa to the File Hondred Kings 
in ike House o* Commons. Theyli sane tame ye.*' 

111. A yeiy abnsrre satirioat libel, in Tene, 
against James I. and some of the nobility and genti^ 
being brought to his majesty, he desired to hear it 
read : in a shcnt time, he shewed evident marlLS of 
discomposure ; but, as the reader proceeded^ the., 
strokes beeoimng more acute, the king oftwi ex- 
claimed, ** That, were there no more men in £ng« 
land, the rc^ue should hang for it f bat coming to 
the two concluding lines-^ 

^ Now God preserve the king, the qaeen, and peers, 
** And grant the author long may wear his ears!*^ 

they pleased the king so well, that he broke out into a 
fit of laughter, and said, ** Qy my saul I and so lAoa shah 
for me j for though a hitttr, thiu art « vtrywUtifhnmHP 

112. King James L in bis progress into £ngland» 
was entertained at Lumley Castle, the seat of the 

- Earl of Scarborough. A relation of the noble cwrl 
was very proud in shewing and explaining to his ma- 
jesty an immense large genealogical line of the fi^ 
mily, the pedigree of which he carried back rather 
ferther than me greatest strength of credality will 
sUow. ^ In gude faith, mon^** says the king, *^ it may 
he thev are veiy true, bat I did na ken before that 
Jraam s name was Lnmley." 

Charles II. 

113. Penn, the celebrated founder and legislator 
ef the colony of Pennsylvania, had both great and 
amiable qualities, and was no stranger to the essen^ 
tials of g€X>d4>reeding, though he was too stubborn 
to yield to the forms of it He had, or affected to 
have, aOl the spirit of the hat$ which availed him 
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miich, as t1ie leader of a people wbo made U a part 
of their retigioQ. He sat with his. hat on before 
Charles II. ; and the king, as a gentle rebuke 
for his ill manners, put off his own. Upon which 
Fenn said to him, ^^ Friend Charles, why dost thoa 
not keep on thy hat?^' The king answered, '* It is 
Ifae custom of this place, that never above one person 
should be covered at a time.'' 

114. King Charles II. asked Stiilingfleet, how it 
ciune, about, that he always read his sermons before 
him, when he was informed he always preached witli^ 
Qut book elaewhere. He told the lung, that the Awe 
of so noble an audience, where he saw nothing that 
was not greatly superior to him, but chiefly the 
seeing before him so great and wise a prjnce, made 
him afraid to trust himself; with which answer the 
kiiig was verf well contented. *^ Bat pray,'* ss^ 
StJlUngflbet, *' will your majesty give me leaye to 
ask you a qufistion too? Why do you read your 
speeches to the parliament, when you can have none 
«tf the same reasons ?" — " Why truly, doctor," says 
tbe king, '* your question is a very pertinent one, and 
90 will be my answer. I have asked them so often, 
and for so much, that I am ashamed to look them ia 
the face." 

115. A lord mayor, waiting upon King Charles tlio 
Second, who happened to be in the park feeding the 
ducks, with his hatia his hand, the mayor desired he 
might not speak till his migesty was covered : — 
** Phoo, phoo !" says the king ; ** you may go on very 
safely, *iis to the ducks I pull my hat off." 

116. Lord Rochester said of Charles II. that '' b^ 
never said a foolish thing, and never did a wise one." 
When the king was informed oi' this tart speech, 
whieh oartainly conveyed tolerably just ideas of his 
character, he observed^ that the reason of the difer^ 
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enbe wafi Ibis, ^ My cootvmtion is ny own^ but my 
ftctioiui are fnyministeri.^ 

117. Gregnrio Lcfti, a native of Milan, came Id 
England In the reign of Charles II. and was pro- 
nfised to be made historiographer to the Icing ; Imt, 
not giving satisiaetion, liad orders to retire. Beings 
oHe day at the levee, Charles, tnrnhig towards him, 
said; " Leti, I hear you are writing anecdotes of flie 
EngH^h court.''—" Sire," replied the Italian, " I have 
been for some tithe preparing materials for snch a 
work." — " Talce care that there be no offence in it/' 
retorted the Icing. " Sire," replied Leti, ** I will b^ 
earefiil as possible ; bnt unless a man were as wise 
as Solomon, he could not write anecdotes without 
giving some offence." — " Why then," answered the 
monarch, " cannot yon be as wise as Solomon, write 
proverbs, and let anecdotes alone V* 

lid. The licentiousness and thonghtlessnem of 
our second Charles have become proverbial, and hia 
good nature, which qu€difies .these, but ill atones fot 
ois ingratitude to those who suffered forfeiture and 
pei^ectitioh in his catise. When he remained in 
Scotland, sufi'ering the rebuke and censure of austere 
Presbjterianism, before the battle of Worcester, his 
chief confident and associate was the Laird of Cock* 
pen, called by the nick-naming manners of those 
tfmes, " Blythe Cockpen." He followed Charies to 
the Hague, and by his skill in placing Soottish tones, 
and his sagacity and wit, much delighted his merry 
monarch. Charies's favourite f une was " Brose and 
Butter.*' it was {dayed to him When he went to 
bed, and he wa^ awakened by it. At the Restora^ 
tion, however, Blythe Cockpen was forgotten, and 
be wandered upon the lands^ which he once owned in 
Scotland, poor and unfriended. He wrote to court, 
but his letters were never presented; or were not re- 
garded. "Wearied and incensed, he travelled to 
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JLonden, and placed himself in all jmhWc plaoes, 
thinking the eye of his majesty might reach him. 
But he was never noticed, and his mean garb did 
not suit the rich and ^mbrddered doublets of court, 
.so he was insulted and pushed away (rom approach- 
ing the king's presence. At length he attempted by 
cunning what he could not accomplish by plain 
dealing ; he ingratiated himself with the king's or- 
ganist, who was so enraptured with Cockpen's wit 
and powers of music, that he requested him to play 
on the organ before the king at dbrine service. He 
accordingly played with exquisite skilU yet never 
attracted his majesty's eye. But at the close of the 
jMrvice, instead of playing the common tune used, 
he played up *' Brose and Butter," with all its energy 
and characteristic merriment In a moment the 
Astonished organist was ordered into the king's pre- 
sence. "^ My liege, it was not me ! it was not me I'^ 
he cried, and dropped upon his knees. ** You!'* 
<Qdod his majesty, in a delirium of rapture, *^ you 
joould never play it in your life'— whereas the man? 
lei iue see him.'' Cockpen presented himself on his 
jknee. *' Ah, Cockpen, is that you? — Lord, man, I 
was like to dance coming out of the church !"— '* I 
onco danced too," said Cockpen, '' but that was when 
I had land of my own to dance on." — ** Come with 
me,'' said Charles, taking him by the hand, " you 
shall dance to Brose amd Butter on your own landa 
again to the nineteenth generation;" and he was as 
good as his promise. 

119. The second . Charies, at his levee, having 
aitked how an envoy, that had been sent to a country 
not in the most civilized state, had/ared, and being 
informed that he bad been well roasted there, the £k^ 
eetious monarch replied, ** I'll take eare how 1 send 
them a raw ambassador again." 

, 1^. When Charles II. was on a fjrcfff^tn through 
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iuft dominioiis, be wm waited apon by ^ magistracy 
of a certaid city io the nortb of England. The m^or 
had prepared, with no little study, a splendid oratioii 
for so memorable an occasion ; but, on kneeling down 
to deliver his address, the worthy magistrate, who 
was excessively fat, c(Mnmenced by ^feurde-joye of 
rather a singular nature. Whether he deemed snob 
an expression of loyaUv tantamount to a royal salute 
of the prosent day history is silent : certain, how- 
ever, it is, that he felt greatly embarrassed^ and blun* 
dered his oration most woefully. ** I have, please 
your majesty, begun at the wrong end,^ cried the 
good mayor, endeavouring to apologize for the inco- 
herency of his speech. ^ So I remarked,*' replied the 
iacetions monarch, ^ but I fear the mistake canH now 
^>e ccnrected. Rise up, Sir Waher CamumJ* 

121. Charles II. was frequently ridiculed by the wits 
of the time by the nickname of Old Rowley, an iU- 
favoured stallion kept in the king's mews, and very 
remarkable for being the sire of many fine colts. Mrs. 
Holford, a young lady much admired by Charles, was 
one day singing a satirical ballad on Old Rowley the 
Kingy when his majesty knocked at the door of her 
chamber. Upon her asking who was there f the king, 
with his usual good humour, replied, ^ Old Rowley 
himself, madam." 

122. Charles II. having walked into St. James's 
Parky without guards or attendants, a few days after 
the Rye-House Plot, the Duke of York, his brother, 
remonstrated with him on the imprudence of such 
conduct " Take care of yourself, brother James," 
replied Charles : " don't be at all uneasy on my ac- 
count ; for no man will ever kill me, to make ymi 
king.^ 

123. This facelions monarch, being prevailed upon, 
by one of his cowtiers, to kni^t a very worthless 

E 
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Mow, and of mean aspect; when he was patig i0 
lay the sword upon his shoulder, our new knight 
dreW hack, and hung down his head, as if out of 
countenance. *^ Don't be ashamed,'' said the king, 
*^ 'tis I who have the most reason to he so.'^ 

James n. 

124. When intelligence of the courtiers of the on* 
fortunate James II. having successively deserted 
their monarch, was conveyed to his son-in-law. 
Prince Geoige of Denmark, his constant exclama- 
tion was — ^^ Est %l pomhle,'* In process of time, 
however, the prince found it convenient to desert 
himself; and, when the news of his defection was 
taken to the king, he exclaimed, virith a degree of 
wit which seldom marked his conversation—^'^ What^ 
Efl il passible, gone too !'' 

125. A gentleman arriving at St Germain's, whero 
King James II. kept his court, went to wait upcm 
liim; whereupon the king demanded what news 
fi"om England. " None very good, sir.^ — " Well, 
but how stands my interest there V* says the king. 
" Why truly, sir," answered the gentleman, " it is 
very considerable among the ladies, for I believe all 
the women of easy virtue are for your majesty." — 
" Ay," says King James, " and if all the men of eas^ 
virtue there, were for me too, I should soon be in the 
palace at Whitehall." 

George I. 

126. Mr. had killed a man veiy basely, and 

Judge Dormer, whose sister he had manied, went to 
King George L to petition for him ; allowing, how- 
ever, that nothing conld be uiged in aUevintion of 
his crime, but that he hoped his majesty would save 
him and his family from the infieany his execution 
would bring npou thenu ^* So, Mr. Justice," said the 
king, ^< what you pniposo to me is^ that I ahoald 
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aadiqyfiaiiily; batlibftlldonosachlliiDfJ^ t 

George IL 

127. At the first masquerade which George the Se- 
cond honoiired with his presence in England, a ladj 
inTited him to drink a glass of wine at one of the beau- 
fets. With this he readily complied : and the lady, 
filling a bumper, said, ^ Here, mask, the Pretender^* 
health f then filling another glass, she presented it to 
the king, who, receiving it with a smile, replied, **" I 
diiiik with all my heart to the health of all unfortunate 
princes." 

128. Lord P. befgged Lord Albemarle to solicit 
George II. for a green riband. His lordship ac^ 
Gordingly took an early opportunity of making the re- 
quest '^ What, give him a riband T says his mar 
jesty, '^ a fellow that has always been voting against 
the court ; liow could you ask it V — " Sire," says Al- 
bemarle, ^ he means to be more grateful for your 
niajesty's favour in future." — " Well, well, I don't 
care for that ; he's a puppy, a mere puppy, and shall 
not get it." Having said this, the king was turning 
to %o awaj^, when Albeniarle asked him what answer 
he should' return to Lord P. " Tell him he's a 
poppy." — " Well, but sire, admitting this, he's a 
puppy sincerely inclined to follow his master." — 
** Aye," says the king, " are you s|ire of that ?" — 
" Perfectly so, sire.''—** Why tlien, hi the puppy have 
his colUur** 

GtORGB III. 

ISfiO. The king, in one of his morning rides, no- 
ticed Mr. Blanehard's pretty *heuse on RichitaenA 
HUl ; and, being told it belonged to a cardHOBikery he . 
observed, '^ What! what! what! a card-maker! all 
his cards most have tamed up tnmipsJ* 
E 2 
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180. The same great personage finding fanlt with 
ati^rpenter whose woric bad shmnk, the carpenter 
expressed his concern, and declared that he would 
not have had such- a thing happen for a good deal. 
•* Cfood deal^ replied his majesty ; " if I were a car- 
ftenter, 1 would not have had it happen for a whole 
(rtmicryorrf." 

131. The day hefore Dr. Dodd's trial, the king was 
expressing his doubts, about his criminality, to Lord 

M , who replied, that he would suffer himself to 

be hanged at the top of the Monument, if he was not 
found guilty. " Then, my lord,** retorted his majesty, 
^ your enemies, if the culprit should be acquitted, 
would have the satisfaction of htenilly seeing yoa 
lord chief justice in air."— (Ejre). 

132. The king was asked one day by Lord North, 
lit a leveej when he had seen the old Dutchess of 
Bedford, who was well known to use an uncommon 
quantity of paint, to which his majesty replied-— He 
l^ad not seen her face, nor had any other person^ he 
believed, for more than twenty years past 

183. The king being told that Lord L ^ who 

had made one unfortunate match, was just married 

to Lady Mary H , observed, that his lordship waa 

in a fair way to double Cspe Hwn, 

134. The latter end of March, 1781, Lord Bate- 
inan ivaitcd upon the king, and, with a very low bow, 
begged to know at what hour his majesty would 
please to have the staghoundslttmec^oitf. ^ I cannot 
exactly answer that," repUed the king, ** but I can 
inform you, that your lordship was twrned otU aboat 
two hours ago." The Marquis ' Caermarthen mio* 
ceededhim. 
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JONGS OF FRANCE. 

Loins IX. 
135. Louis IX. beuibg thut NioliokHi Ranliii, diaii- 
cellor of the proTince of Burg^andy, mho was % most 
notorious extortioner and usurer, had in his latter 
days founded an hospital for indigent persons, ob* 
wrved, timt it was bat hardly an act of jnstioe, ia 
a man who had reduced so many to pc(werty/9i least 
to provide them with lodging*. 

Lours XI. 
* 136. Loots XT. when young, used to Tisit a pe*- 
smt, whose garden produced exoeUent fruit Soos 
after he ascended the throne, this peasant waited on 
bim with his little present, a turnip of an extraordi- 
nary size, the produce of his own ^urden. The king; 
smiting, remembered the hours of pleasure he had 
passed with Mm, and ordered a thousand crowns to 
ue given to him. llie lord of the village hearing this 
liberality,, thought wiAin himself: ^' If thhi peasant 
bave a thousand crowns for a turnip, I haye^only to 
present his majesty with a handsome horse, and my 
ftftune is made.*' Arriving at court, he reqaested 
tbe king^s acceptance of a beautiful courser, which 
be took with him. Louis highly praised the steed, 
and the donor's expectations were raised to the ut- 
most, when the king exclaimed, ^ Being me my 
tamip P and added, as he presented it to 9ie noble- 
aan, ** There, this cost me a thousand crowns, I 
give it you in return for your horse/' 

137. Louis XL not only invited the lords of his 
conrt to eat with him, in order to attadi them the 
more strongly to him, but even strangers. A m»^- 
<^t, named Master John, flattered by this dis- 
^ction, determined to ask of him letters of nobility ; 
^ king granted them, but from that time ioc^ no 
E 3 
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fiirther notice of him. Mastet Joha testified his suiv 
prise. *^ Go, master gentleman/' said Louis to him, 
^' when I made you sit at my table, I looked upon 
jrou as the first of your class ; yon are now the last ; 
and it would be an injury to otheys if I still did yu. 
the same fit^our." 

Henry IV. 

138. Hetaiy IV. said t* a Spanish ambassador, ** If 
the king^ your master continueUiis aggressions, I am 
resolved to take up arms, and I shall soon reach Mai* 
drid.'' — ^' So you may, sir,'' said the ambassador; 
^* but recollect that Francis I., was there before you." 
f— " For that very reason,'' retorted Henry, " I will 
go there, to avenge his wrongs' and. my own/' . 

139. The town of Chartres was besieged by this 
prince, and c^ntulated. The magistnite of tfie 
town, on giving up the keys, addressed his majesQr 
in the following terms : '^^ This town belongs to your 
highness by divine law and by human law." — ^' And ' 
1^ cannon law," replied thie klng^ pushing forward at 
the head of his troops. 

140. Wh^ Henry IV. and his mother heard that 
James I. was called Solomon by his courtiers, Henry 
laughed, and said, '* 1 cannot imagine why they caU 
James, Solomon; unless it is because he is the sofi of 
David," — ^meaning David Rizaio. 

141. The deputies of Roohelle attending to speak 
with Henry IV. of France, met with a physician, who 
had renounced the Protestant religion, and embraced 
the Popish communion, whom thejr beg^ to revile. 
The king hearing of i^ told the deputies he would 
advise them to change their religion too: ^' For it is 
i^dangerous symptom," said he, '* that your religioii 
is not long-lived, when the physician has given i$ 
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143. The JDatchcfs de laTreoKMuHe, who was a 
Protestant, was one day repeating to Henry IV. of 
France some scandalous reports against one of the " 
&thersy whom he patronized; npon which he saiv 
castically replied, ** Madam, do but observe the s|Mrit 
of your rehgioH ; it prevents you from heliemg in the 
jNwe, at the same time that it inclines you to Selmt « 
pahtnmjfJ* 

143. Henry IV. of France, reading the following 
ostentatious inscription on the monument of a Spanish 
officer: *^ Here lies the body of Don, &€. &c. who 
never kpew what fear was.'' — ^ Then," said the king, 
^ he never snufied a candle with his fingers." 

144. As this monarch was passing near the Thnil^ 
kries with bis whole court, he met a woman driving 
a cow. ** What will you take fiwr your cow, gossip V 
ssdd the king, in a serious tone. She told him the 
price. *' You ask me too much,*' said he, ** she is 
not worth that** — ^** No : but you do not understand 
these matters, my good sir,'* said the woman, *' yoa 
are not a cow-merchant.*' — " You are mistaken, 
goody," replied the king, *' don't you see all the calvu 
that are following me f 

145. The mayor of a town in Burgundy, hearing 
that this prince was to pass that way, and thinking 
himself to be a great orator, determined to display ^ 
his abilities on this occasion. When the prince ap- - 
proached, the burghers were put under arms ; whilst 
the mayor, at the head of the corporation, pulling out 
a long piece of parchment, began to harangue as fol- 
lows : *' Of all the towns that have the honour of 
being within the cpmpass of your most serene high- 
ness's gov^nment, the very least would be overjoyed 
to make you sensible, that none has so a great a zeal 
/or your service, or affection for your person, as out's* 
Yft very weUkiiow, that the eertain way of pleasing 
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the ^eatest warrior of the present a^e, i»t« recelrc 
him with the thund^n^ of numerous ar^lery ; but 
for us, alas ! it was impossible to fire one cannon, for 
eighteen reasons. The first is, that there never wan 
any such thing as a cannon in this place, since it was 

built The second ''—'' Hold, hold,'' says the 

king: ^' I am so well satisfied with thi& reason, that 
I shjdl excuse all the rest" 

146. Henry IV. of France, being on a jonmey 
through some part of his dominions, was, on bis en^ 
trance into a particular town, met by the mayor and 
municipal officers, when the mayor addressed his ma- 
jesty in a speech, wl]|ich, if not very brilliant, was 
sufficiently tedious. In the midst of the harangue, 
an ass fell a braying, when the king said, Clweun 
€L son tow, sil V0U9 plait, messieurs — ** Every one in 
his turi^ if you please, gentlemen." 

147. A French officer, who had served under 
Henry IV. not having received any pay for a consi- 
derable time, came to the king, and confidently said 
to him, " Sire, three words with your mi^sty, mo-^ 
nejf, or dischar^J^-^** Four with you," answered the 
king, " neither otte nor f other," 

148. The Spanish ambassador at the courts of 
Henry IV. of France was one day inquiring of hiot 
the character of his ministers. — *' You shall see what 
tiiey are in a minute," said the monarch. On seeing 
M. de Silleri, the chancellor, come into the drawing- 
room, he said to him, *^ Sir, I am very uneasy at a 
beam that is good for nothing, and which seems to 
threaten to fall upon my h^ad." — ** Sure," replied 
Silleri, " you should consult your architect; let every 
thing be well examined, and let him go to work.*^ 
Henry next saw M. de Villeroi, to whom he spoke 
as he did to SiUcri. « Sire," replied ViUeroi, with- 
eut kKiking at the beam, *^ yoit are very right ; 
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Ihe beam is Tery dangwous indeed." At last 
Hie Preatdent Jeaiaiiii came in, to whom Henry 
made a nmilar address as to the former ministers. 
'* Sire," said the president, ** I do not know what 
joa mean. The beam is a Tory good one." — ^ But," 
replied the king, ^ do not I see the light through the 
crefioes, or is my head disordered T— ** Go, go, Sire," 
retomed Jeannin, '' be quite at ^^our ease, &e beam 
will last as loqg as yon will." Then turning to the 
Spanish npnister, H^uy observed to him, ** Now I 
think yon are well acquainted with the characters of 
B^ three minjsters : the chancellor has no opinion at 
all ; Yilleroi is always of my opinion ; and Jeannin 
speakaas he really thinks, and always thinks properly." 

Louis XII. ' 

149. Lonis XII. being one day desired by some of 
his coartiers, who thou^t their own lives in danger, 
not to expose his sacred person so much in an en^ 
gagemeiit, exclaimed, ^ Let all those who are afraid 
stand bd^d me." 

150. When Moliere, the comic poet, died, the 
Ardibishop qi Paris would not let his body be bu« 
ried in consecrated ground. The king, being in- 
formed of this, sent for the archbishop, and expostu- 
lated with him about it ; but finding the prelate in- 
flexibly obstinate, his majesty ad^ed, how many feet 
deep the consecrated ground reached ? This ques- 
tion coming by suiprise, the archbishop replied, 
abont eight '* Well," answered the king, '' 1 find 
there'a BO getting the better of your scruples ; there- 
fore let his grave be dog tweWe fec^deep, that's four 
below your consecrated gro«id, and let him be bu<>^ 
ried there." 



151. Some one said to Sir Cbaries Hanbury Wil- 
Sam^ whohad )^en minister at several courts, what 
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a happy man he must have bl»eii to haxre coufermA 
with so manj crowned heads, *^ Faith/' replied fae^ 
*' I neyer could find that eat ; they were the duUeit 
company I ever kept" 

The Emperor Augustus. 

152. Au^stufi, liaying heard of a countryman who 
lived at a distance from Rome, so like himself that 
their faces were scarcely distinguishable, waft on* 
rious to see him. Being brought into his presence^ 
the emperor, among otiier thmgs, jocularly asked 
whether his mother ever used to go to Rome. '* No,^ 
answered he, '* but my father did.'' 

153. A Greek poet used often to present verses to 
Augustus, in hope of reward. The emperor wrote an . 
epigram, and g^ve it to the poet afi a reward to kmd^ 
The man read it with high appkmse ;. and, polling 
out a few denmiij gave them to Augustus; **IfJ 
had mort^ fou $homd fueoe mote^^' said be. Great 
laughter arising, the emperor ordered a mm to b« 
given to the poet, worthy of (umself. 

KINGS OF ENGLAND. 

Jambs I. 

154. James I. being one day at play with a fellow 
pupil, his tutor, Buchanan, who was reading, de-« 
sired them to make less noise* Finding that the/ 
disregarded his admonition, he told his majesty, if 
he did not hold his tongue, he would certainly wh^ 
him. The king, alludug to the fable, replied, he 
would be glad to see who would hell thi col Bu- 
chanan, in a passion, threw the book from him, and 
inflicted on his majesty a sound flogging. . The old 
Countess of Mar rushed into the room, and, taking 
the king in her arms, asked how he dared to lay hu 
hands on the LortP$ anmfitid, ** Madam,'' replied 
the elegant and imnwrtal historian^ '< 1 have whipped, 
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bis bottom : 3n>« hu^ kiss it, if jroo please.'^ Wben 
jBocfaanan was ask«d how he came to make a pedant 
of his royal pupil, he answered — ^He thought he did a 
great deal to make any thing of him. 

155. King James I. gave all manner of liberty and 
aieouragement to the exercise of buffoonery, and 
took great delight in it himself. Happening once 
to bear somewhat hard on one of his Scotdi courtiers, 
^ By my saul,'^ retunied the peer, *^ he that made 
your mi^esty a king, spoiled the best fool in Christen- 

I , 156. This ^dantic monarch was a great enemy to 
^ tobacco, and be carried his antipathy against it so 
&r, aa to write a learned treatise to explode it from 
his dominions. AnuHigst the witty apophthegms of 
that sagacious prince, it was said, *' Tliat tobacco 
was the lively image and pattern of hell ; for that it 
kid, by allusion, in it all the parts and vi<^ of the 
world, whereby hdl may be gained ; to wit, first, it 
was a smoke ; so are all the vanities of this world. 
Secondly, it deli^teth them who- take it ; so do all 
the pleasures of the world delight the men of the 
worid. Thirdly, it maketh men drunken and light 
in the head ; so do all the vanities of the world ; men 
are drunken therewith. Fourthly, he that taketii 
tobacco, saith he cannot leave it, it doth bewitch 
hnn ; even so the pleasm'es of the world make men 
kath to leave them, they are for the most part so 
encbsmted with them. And further, besides all this, 
it is like heU in the very substance of it ; for it is a 
stiiddiig, loathing tiling; and so is hell. And far- 
ther, his mi^ty professed, that were be to invite the 
devil tc^ a dimMr; he should have three dishes ; first, a 
pig ; second, a poll of ling and mustard ; and a third, 
a pipe of tobacco for digesture.'^ 

157. 11ieiewa8(»ieFi0|[«9ODyin ii^mate firiend 
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of King James I. who, beiD^ about the iame age, 
had been a play-fellow with him when they wera 
yonng, came with him into England, and extending 
the rights of friendship too far, frequently took the 
liberty of advising, and sometimes admonishing, or 
rather reproving, his sovereign. He was a man trul j 
honest; his counsels were disinterested as to any 
view of himself, having a patrimony of his own. The 
king was however often vexed with his freedoms, 
and at length said to him, between jest and earnest, 
*' You are perpetually censuring my conduct ; Til 
make you a king some time or other, and try/* Ac- 
cordingly one day, the court being very jovial, it 
came into his majesty's head to execute this project; 
and«o, calling Ferguson,* he ordered him into the 
chair of state, bidding him ** there play the king,'' 
while on his part he would personate ^ Johnny Fer- 
guson.'' This, farce was in the beginning very agree- 
able to the whole company. The mock sovereign 
Eut on the airs of royalty, and talked to those about 
Im in a strain like that of the real one, only with less 
pedantry., They were infinitely pleased with .the 
joke, and it was a perfect comedy, till the unlucky 
knave turned the tables, and came all of a sudden to ' 
moralize on the vanity of honour, wealth, and plea- 
sure; to talk of the insincerity, venality, and corrup- 
tion of courtiers and servants of the crown ; how 
entirely they had their own interests at heart, and 
how generally their pretended zeal and assiduity 
were the disguise of falsehood and flattery. Thia 
discourse made a change in some of their coun- 
tenances, and even the real monarch did not relish 
it altogether; he was afraid it might have some effect 
on his minions, and lessen the tribute of adulation they 
were used to offer with great profusion, when they 
found how this wag observed and animadverted 
upon it But the monitor did not stop here; ho 
levelled a particular satire at the king, which put an 
end to the entertainment^ and made bti mi^efly re- 
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pent of hk iatrodadng it, tome foreigners of distiiic- 
tion being preseat; for it painted him in his true co* 
lours, as one that never *'■ loved a wise man, nor re- 
warded an honest one,'' unless they sacrificed to his 
vanity ; while he loaded those, who prostitnted thenin 
selves to his vrill, with wealth and iKHiours. For the 
Biiniic, pointing directly to James, who was to per* 
senate Ferguson, raising his voice — *' I'here,'' said 
he, '^ stands a man whom I Would have you to imi- 
tate. The honest creature was the comrade of my 
childhood, and regards me with a most cordial affec- 
tionr to this very moment ; he has testified his iriend- 
«hip by all the means in his power; studying my 
welfare, guarding me firom evil counsellors, prompt- 
ing nie to-jiriddely actions, and warning me of every 
dang^r^ for all which, however, he never asked me 
any thing ; and by Jove, though I squandered thou- 
sands upon thousands on several of vou, yet in the 
whole course of my life I never gave him a farthing.'^ 
The king, nettled by this sarcasm, cried out to Fer* 
guseu, ** Pugh ! you pawky loun, what you be at! 
4kwa', aff my throne, and let's hae na' mair o' your 
Bonseuse.'' 

^•^158. King James said to Mr. Cliflon one day, " I 
^ not know how it is, but I never knew^a nMxlcst 
man make his way at court'* — ^ Please your ma- 
jesty," asked Clifton, '< whose fault is thatr 

Charles II. 

159. Charles the Second once said to the Earl of 
Shaftesbury, *' Odds fish, man! thou art ihe wittiest 
and wickedest fellow in my dominions." To this 
compliment the o^er replied vrith a bow, ** Of a 
sidjecty sir, I believe I am." 

160. Thomas Killigrew was page of honour t« 
Charles h md gentleman of the bed-chamber t^ 
Charles II. who> in 1651, appointed him his resideia 
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at Venice. He was a man of wit and hmnonr, and 
frequently entertained tiie king with bis drollefjr. 
A# Cliarles was wholly engrossed by his pleasures, 
and was frequently in his mistress's apartment when 
he should ha?e been at the council board, Killigre^r 
used the following expedient to admonish him of his 
extreme negligence in regard to the afiairs 6f tbm 
kingdonk He dressed himself in a pilgrim's habit^ 
went into the kmg's -chamber, and told him tliat he 
' hated himself atMi the world, that he Was resolved 
immediately to leave it, and was then entering npcm 
a pilgrimage to heU. The king asked him what he 
purposed^ to do there. He said, *' To speak to the 
deyii to send Oliver Cromwell to take care of the 
government, as he had observed, with regret, that 
his successor was always employed in other hvt- 
siness.'' 

161. No prince was more addressed than Charles 
II. ; but the very people who sent these generous^ 
nay extravagant ofi'ers, scarcely allowed him the ne^ 
cessary supplies. Killigrew gave private orders te 
the king*s tailor to make one of his majesty's coat^ 

f>ockets of an enormous size, and the other scarcely 
ai'ger than a thimble. The king, being infiormed 
tliat this was done at the desire of Killigrew, asked 
him the reason. ^* May it please your majesty,'' re*- 
plied the wag, '^ the large pocket is to receive th^ 
addressei and professions of your subjects ; and the 
other is to put the money in, which they present yoa 
with." 

162. King Charles II. being in company widt 
Liord Rochester, and others of the nobility, who. had 
been drinking the best part of the night, Killigvev 
came in. *' Now," says the king, ^' we shall hear of 
our faults : " No, faith," says Killigrew, " I don^t 
care to trouble my head with that which all ^ Iowa 
ialkso^" 
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Jambs IL 
1^. The Duke of York, afterwardB' James IL 
ODce Tisited Milton; they taiked. together for sume 
time, and, in the coarse of their confersation, the 
duke asked Milton, whether he did not think the loss 
of his sight was a jndgment upon him for what he had 
written against Charles the First, the duke's titber. 
Milton's reply was to this effect:—^ If your highness 
thinks that &e calamities which befal as here are 
indications of the wrath of Hearen, in what manner 
are we to account for the fate of the late king him- 
self? The displeasure of Heaven must, upon this 
soppositicm, have been much greater against him than 
against me ; for I have only tost my eyes, hot he lost 
hishead.*" 

164. King James II. having a wish to converse 
with Waller, the poet, sent for him one afternoon, 
and took him into his closet, where was a very fine 
pictare of the Princess of Orange. The king asked 
him his opinion of the picture, on which Waller said, 
he thought it extremely like the greatest woman that 
ever lived in the world. " Whom do you call so V* 
said the king. ^ Queen Elizabeth/' replied the 
other. " I wonder, Mr. Waller/' said the king, 
** that you should think so; for she owed all her 
greatness to her council, and that indeed it must be 
admitted was a wise one." — *' And pray, sir," said 
Waller, " did your majesty ever know a fool choose 
a wise council Y^ ' 

William III. 

165. King William being once extremely em^ 
barrassed about a matter of state, was advised to 
consult Sir Isaac Newton. " Newton/' replied he, 
** Newton ! why he is nothing ha a philosopher" 

166. King William III. was passionately ftmd of 
hunting, and he made it a point never to be outdone 
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in any leap, however perilous. A certsun Mr. Cherry, 
who was devoted to the exiled family, took occasion 
of this, to form perhaps the most pardonable desiga 
which was ever laid against a king^s life. He re- 
gularly joined ,the royal hounds, put himself fore- 
most, and took the most desperate leaps, in hopo 
that William might break his neck in following him. 
One day, however, he accomplished one so immi- 
nently dangerous, that the king, when he came to the 
«pot, shook his head and drew back. 

George II. 
107. Soon after Lord Chesterfield came into the 
privy council, a place of great trdst happened to be- 
come vacant, to which his majesty (George II.) and 
the Duke of Dorset recommended two different per- 
•ons. The king espoused the interest of his friend 
with some heat, and told them he would he obeyed ; 
but, not being able to carry his point, he left the 
councHnehamber in great displeasure. As soon as 
he retired, the matter was warmly debated, but at 
length cairied against the king; because, if they 
once gave him his way, he woula expect it again, 
and it would at lengtli become a precedent. How- 
ever, in the humour the king then was, a question 
arose concerning wlio should carry the grant of tiic 
office for the royal signature, and the lot fell upon 
Chesterfield, His lordship expected to find his so- 
vereign in a very unfavourable mood, and he was 
not disappointed; he therefore prudently forbore 
incensing him by im abrupt request, and instead of 
bluntly asking him to sign the instrument, very sub- 
missively requested to know whose name his majesty 
would have inserted to fill up the blanks. The king 
answered in a passion, tlie devil% if you will. " Very 
well,*' replied the earl ; ** but would your majesty 
have the instrument run in the usual style — Our trusty 
and well-beloved cousin and counsellor^ The mon^rca 
Uughed and signed the paper, 
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168. George the Second, who was fond of Whis- 
foD, one day daring his persecution said to him, that 
however right he might be in his opinions, he had 
better suppress them. *' Had Martin Luther done 
so,^ replied the philosopher, ** your majesty would 
not have been on the throne of England/' 

169. When Hogarth had finished his print of 
^ The March of the Guards to Finchlcy Common," 
he proposed dedicatitig it to the king, and for that 
purpose went to court to be introduced. Previous 
to his majesty's appearance, Hogarth was spied by 
some of the courtiers, who, guessing his business, 
begged to have a peep ; he complied, and received 
much laughter and commendation. Soon after, how- 
ever, the king entered the drawing-room, when Ho- 
garth presented his print; but ^ no sooner had the 
monarch thrown his eyes upon it, than he exclaimed, 
** Dendermons and death, you Hogarth, what you 
mean to abuse my soldier for ?^ In vain the other 
pleaded his attachment to the army in genera], and 
that this was only a laugh at tlie expense of the dis- 
solute and idle. His majesty could not be con- 
vinced, till tlie late Lord Ligonier told him, ** He 
was sure Mr. Hogarth did not mean to pay any dis- 
respect to the army." This, however, but half paci- 
fied him ; for holding up the print hastily, he care- 
lessly handed it ia one of t)ie lords in waiting, and 
desired him to let the artist have two guineas. Ho- 
garth took the money, as the etiquette, as well as the 
practice of courts, is not to refuse any thing, but de- 
dicated his piece to the King of Prussia. 

170. About fifty years ago, some alterations were 
making in a part of Kensington Gardens, and the 
good old George the Second used to take pleasure, 
at times, in overlooking the workmen. Among 
these there chanced to be an half-vritted fellow, who 
never could be brought to comprehend why he might 
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not be as free with the king as with any other person, 
for whom he had been used to work. One day, 
finding what he thonght a proper opportunity, he 
grinned in the 'face of his sovereign, and with great 
earnestness demanded *^ something -to drink." Dis* 
pfeased at the boldness of the request, yet ashamed 
to deny it, the king mechanically employed both his 
liands in search of coin, and finding none, replied^ 
with dignity, and his usual German accent, " 1 have 
no money in my pockets." — ** Nor 1 neither," re- 
turned the idiot; '' 1 can't think where it is all gone, 
for my part!" 

George III. 
171. After Dr. Johnson bad been honoured wifh 
an interview with the king, in the queen's library at 
Buckingham House, he was interrogated by a i'riend 
concerning his reception, and his opinion of the royal 
intellect. " His majesty," replied the doctor, " seems 
to be possessed of much good-nature and much 
curiosity, and his understanding is far from con- 
temptible. His majesty, indeed, was multifarious la 
his questions, but he answered them all hinuelf" 

173. A certain great personage asked a poor fel- 
low who was driving some slieeiv (and who did not 
know his majesty) how much he expected for Uie 
sheep per head. " Whoy, seven-aud-twenty shil- 
lings, sur." — " Seven-and-twenty, I can't get moi« 
than four and-twenty," said the king; ^'Then you 
don't know your business/' replied the clown. 

173. The king, shortly after his accession to the 
throne, walking one morning into his library, fouivl 
one of the under librarians asleep in a chair. Willi 
, that good-tempered condescension and familiarity 
that so much distinguish him, he stepped up sottly 
io \am, and gave him a slight slap on the cheek ; the 
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ileeper clapt hit hand on the ^aoe instantlj, and, 
with his eyes still closed, taking the disturber of his 
nap for his fellow librarian, whose name was George, 
exclaimed, " Hang it, Greorge, let me alone, you are 
always doing one foolish trick or another.^' 

iONGS OF FRANCE. 

Louis XI. 

174. Louis XI. meeting the Bi^op de Chartres 
mounted on a horse magnificently caparisoned, ob- 
served, ^ Bishops did not travel thus in former ages/' 
— " No, sire," answered he, " not when kings were 
shepherds," 

175. Louis XI. of France, one day observing 
among the crowd an oflScer whom he disliked, made 
a private sign to Tristan FHenriette, his grand 
prov6t, to put him out of the way. Tristan, well 
accostomed to the signal, but, fortunately for the 
officer, mistaking the man alluded to, accosted a 
well-fed monk, who stood in the same line with the 
captain, allured him into the palace-yard, thrust him 
into a sack, and threw him into the Seine. Louis, 
next day hearing that the proscribed officer had been 
seen posting towards Flanders, reproached Tristan 
with neglect. " To Flanders !" said the grand pro* 
v6t, '' your majesty must be in an errors the monk, 
fat as he was, is got half way to Rouen by this time. 
I sent him adrift, tied up in a sack.*' — *' What 
monk ? Hah ! ma foi,^' said the king, '* yon have 
drowned me the biest priest in the kingdom ; how- 
ever, it cannot be helped now, so we will have h&lf ^ 
dozen masses said fpr the repose of his soul ; but it 
was the dog of a captain, not the poor monk^ that J 
meant.*' 

176. An astrologer having predicted the death of 
a wonm^ with whom Louis waa iQ love, and whloli 
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the chapter of accidents had been so kind as to vere- 
fy, the prince sent for him, and sternly asked him, 
" You, sir, who iortei every thing, pray when shall 
yoa die V* The astrologer coolly replied, ^ T shall 
die, sire, three days before your majesty,'^ ' This re- 
ply so alarmed the king, that he ordered him to be 
lodged in one of the palaces, and particular care to 
be taken of him. 

Francis I. 

177. A bnffiDon at the court of Francis I. com- 
plained to the king, that a great lord threatened to 
murder him for uttering some jokes about him. **• If 
he does,'' said Francis, *' he shall be hanged in five 
minutes after." — " I wish,'' replied the complainant, 
*^ your majesty would hang him ^ve minutes before.'^ 

178. Francis I. consulting with hb generals how 
to lead his army over the Alps into Italy, Amarel his 
fool sprang from a comer, and advised Mm to consult 
rather^ — ^how to lead it back again. 

Henry IV. 

179. Henry IV. of France being out one day 
lapon a hunting match, lost his party, and was riding 
alone. Observing a country fellow standing upon a 
gate, apparently on the watch, he asked him what ho 
was looking for." — " I am come here," says he, ** to 
see the king." — ** Get up behind me," replied the 
monarch, '' and I will soon conduct you to the place 
where you may see hm." Hodge,..witbout any 
scruple, mounted ; but, as they were riding along, ho 
put this sagacious question to his companion: '* They 
tell me he's got a number of lords with him— how 
iliay a body know which is he?^ The king replied, 
'* That he would be able to dbtingpuish him by 
•eeing that all his attendants took off their hats, while 
he hinutelf remained covered." Soon after, they 
joined the hunt, when all the circle, as may well bo 
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expected, were greatly surprised to see the king so 
oddly attended. When they were arriyed, his ma- 
jesty, torning to the clown, asked him if he ooold 
ten which was the king. *' I don't know,*' answered 
he, '' but faith it must be one of us two, for weWe 
both got oar hats on." 

180. As the Duke of Sully was going one morning 
into the chamber of Henry IV. of France, he met a 
lady of easy virtue, who he knew had just left the 
apartment of this amorous monarch. When Sully 
came, the king received him with a very serioas 
•countenance, lold him he was very nhwell, and 
added, that ** for the whole morning he had had a 
fever, which had but just left him." — *^ I know it has 
left yon," replied the minister, '' I know it has left 
you, I just met it going away, all in green." 

Louis XII. 

181. In the reign of Louis XII. two young men 
of ^Eishion, being at a grand masquerade in Paris, 
recognized his majesty, notwithstanding the disguise 
which he had assumed, walking with his arm round 
the waist of one of his mistresses. Availing them-^ 
selves of this discovery, one of the young men said to 
the other, " It is intolerably hot in this crowded 
room ; I wish we wer^ in a cooler situation : sup* 
pose we adjourn to the Icing's Amuf — " No," re- 
plied the other, '' that will not do, the Khig'i Arms 
ore full; but, if you think proper, we will retire to 
the King's Head ; for that, I believe, is t^tdte empty** 

Louis XIII. 
. 182. A celebrated preacher, making a panegyric 
on Louis XIII. and prainng his ohastity, gave the 
following' example, with all the emphasis of exag^ 
geration : ^ The prince," said he, "^ playing one day 
at shuttlecock with cme of the ladies belonging to the 
court, and the shuttlecock having fiidlen into her bo- 
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som, she desired that his m^esty would come and 
take it out himseifl But what did this chaste prince t 
To avoid the snare that was laid for him, he took the 
tongs from the chimney corner, and, by means of that 
instrument, prevented the danger to which he would 
otherwise have been exposed from such a temptJt^ 
tion." 

Louis XIV. 
183. As Louis XIV. was, one severe frosty day; 
travelling from Versailles to Paris, he met a youngs 
man, very lightly clothed, tripping along in as much 
apparent comfort as if it had been in the midst of 
summer. *^ How is it,'' said the king, ** that, dressed 
as you are, you seem to feel no inconvenience from 
the cold, while, notwithstanding my warm apparel, I 
cannot keep from shivering V* — ** Sire," replied the 
pedestrian, " if your majesty will follow my example, 
I engage that you will be the warmest monarch in 
Europe." — ^* How so?" asked the king. " Your 
majesty," replied he, *^ need oniy, like me, cany all 
yowr wardrobe an your back." 

.184. When Louis XIV. came to the throne, he 
was remarkably obstinate, and it could not be known 
whether he took advice of any one. He had no 
public council, nor any private counsellor. Ono 
day, being hunting on a very small Brittany bidet, 
Cur^inal Mazarin frequently repeated, ** What a 
very strong horse that must be!" — " Why so, my 
good cardinal?" said the king. " Why, sire," an-* 
swered his eminence, ** it not only carries your ma- 
jesty, but the whole body of your council." From 
that moment the king took the hint, and, of course^ 
the advice, and became ooe of the greatest monarchs 
in the world. 

186. Killigrew, being taken to see the gallery at 
Versailles, was desired to observe particuliiiiy a pic* 
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iare of fke onciixioD. He was liien asked if he 
knew who it represented. Pretendiiig) ignoraaee, h« 
said " No/'—*' Why/' said the French king, who 
was present, ** it is our Sa?ioiir on the cross, and the 
picture on the right side is the pope's, and that on 
the left my own." Whereupon Killigrew replied, 
^I humbly thank yoor majesty for jMiur information ; 
I have heard our Saviovr was eruei/ied between tw0 
thieves, but I did not know btfore who they were,*' 

' 186. Lioois XIY. being one day it la chasse (that is 
t6 say, sitting with his court on chairs in a forest, to 
dboot at the game as it was dri^^en out of the woods 
by the huntsmen, for such was the French style of 
hunting), a nobleman levelled his piece at a deer that 
was. driven past them. The king at the same time 
j^senting his piece at the deer, the nobleman was 
prevented from firing, by anotlier, who called to bim^ 
** Arritez, le rot est tirant (tyrany* 

KING OF SPAIN. 

Philip II. 

187. A Spanish ambassador, sent to attend a con* 
gress of different powers, abandoned it, because he 
eonJd not obtain precedence of the fVench minister. 
On his return to Madrid, he waited on the king, and 
stated the reason of his coitdnct. '* What!'' said the 
monarch, '' could you think of leaving such an im- 
portant business for the sake of a ceremony?" The 
ambassador answered, " A ceremony ! what is your 
majesty yourself but a ceremony?" 

188. A Jnim of fashion, travelling in Spain, was 
Aewn the Escurial, and the stupendous content of 
St Jerome. The prior told him, that this building 
was erected in consequence of a voW made by 
Philip, at the battle of St. Quiritra, in case he be- 
came victorious. " The king/' repUed the traveller 
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^ry^ looking round the immense edifice, /^ umfl 
kave been c(mfoundediy frightened/' 

KING OF NAPLES. 

Alphonso. 
189. Alphonso, King of Naples, sent a Moor, 
who had been his captive a long time, to.Barbaryy 
with a considerable sum of money to buy horses, and 
to return by such a time. Now there was about the 
king a kind of bufibon or jester, who had a table-* 
book or journal, wherein he used to raster anjr- 
absurdity, or impertinence, or merry passage, that 
happened at court The day the Moor was dispatcb* 
ed for Barbary, this jester waiting upon the lung at 
supper, his majesty called for his journal, and asked 
him what he had observed that day? Thereupon h& 
produced his table-book, and amongst other things 
he read, how Alphonso, King^of Naples, had sent 
Beltram the Moor, who had been a long time his 
prisoner, to Morocco, bis own country, with so 
many thousand crowns, to buy horses. The king 
asked him, why he had inserted that? " Because,'' 
said he, " I think he will never come to be a pri- 
soner again, and so you have lost both man and 
money." — ^** But if he do come back, then your jest 
is marr'd,'' said the king. *' No, sir," replied the 
other, '* for if he returns I will blot out yonr name, 
and put him in for a foot" 

PRINCE OF VERONA. 

190. A prince of Yerona, who had taken Daate 
under his protection, after he was driven from Mb 
own country, observed to him, how strange a custom 
it was for persons of rank to keep a domestic, called 
a tool, on purp6se to be laughed at *' The fo^l,'^ 
said he, ** pleases, and is a ^eat favourite ; but « 
wise man is slighted, and eten treated with cos^ 
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tempt '^ — ** 'Rh emtom," Mid Duile, ** of ^ntm men 
0f rank is net strange at all ; for a aniilitnde of mind 
is the basis of fiiendship.'' , 

EMPEROR OF GERBfANY. 

Charles V. 

191. When Cortes returned to Spain, he was 
eooUj receired by the emperor, Charles V. One day 
he suddenly presented' himself . to that monarch : 
" Who are you?" said the emperor haughtily. <* The 
man/' said Cortez, as haughtily, *' w1h> has gi? en 
you more proTinces than your ancestors left yon 
cttiea^^ 

KINO OF PRUSSIA. 

Frederick the Great. 

192. There is a 8|>edes of retort so far superior to 
file common run of answers, that it may very pro- 
perly lay claim to a higher rank. Of this kind is tho 
following: Frederick the Great, King of Prussia, 
asked Sir Robert Sutton, at a review of his tall gre- 
nadiers, '^ If he thought an equal number of English- 
men could beat them ?** — " Sir,'' replied sir Robert, 
** I do not venture to assert that; but I believe half 
the number would try.'' 

193. Sir Andrew Mitchell, the English resident at 
Berlin, during the second Silesian war, in commu- 
nicating to the King of Prussia the intelligence of 
some advantsige obtained over the enemy, made use 
of the following expression: ** By ihe help of God,, 
we have gained a victory over the French." — 
" What," said Frederick, " is God one of your air 
KeSy then ?" — " Certainly," replied the embassador, 
*'and the only one that demands no subsidicfs from 
us.** 

o 
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194. Frederick of Prussia, in the midst Of his 
greatness, not onlyeondescendedto patitynise a ma- 
nnfacfory of china at Berlin, but to share in the 
profits. One day he said to Quintus Iciiius, a colo- 
nel in his army, and the son of a potter in Ma^de- 
bourg, " When you give yourself such haughty airs, 
as one of my officers, you surely forget the low oc- 
cupation of your father."— ^** And you, sire, retorted 
Icilius, ver}' severely nettled, " when you so far lose 
sight of your royal dignity, as to use such language 
to me, forget that there is but one step between a 
dealer in pottery and a dealer in china/' 

195. One day, when the Dutchess of Brunswick 
was at Potsdam, the king presented Count Scherwin, 
his grand equerry, wi& a gc4d snuff-box, on the lid 
of which was painted an ass. The count had no 
sooner quitted his majesty than he sent his servant 
to Berlin, had the ass taken out, and the portrait of 
the king put in his place. The next day at dinner, 
the count affected to leave his box carelessly on the 
table, when the king, who wished to amuse the 
dutchess at the expence Of the grand equerry, spoke 
of the box he had given him. 'J'he Dutchess desiring 
to see it, it was handed to her : she opened it, and 
exclaimed, '' A perfect \ a most striking likeness ! 
indeed, brother, I have never seen a oetter por- 
trait of youT' The king was much embarrassed, 
and thought the joke was carried too far. The 
Dutchess gave the box to her next neighbour, who 
expressed equal admiration. Thus the box was 
handed round the table, and each expressed his ap- 
probation of the likeness. The king could not con- 
ceive 'what all this could mean, as he knew nothing 
of the alteration it had received. At length the box 
passed under the king's inspection, when he instant- 
ly perceived the trick, and could not help langliing 
at It. 
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' 196. The Btfhop of Enoeluid lost a gveat portion 
of Lis reveoues^ in cocuieqaence oi the occupation 
of part of Poland by the King of Prussia. Soon after 
this eirent, in the j^ear 1773, be waited on his mi^es^ 
ty at Potsdam, when the king asked hiniy if, ator 
what had happened, be could still have any friend* 
ship for him? '' Sire!" said the prelate, "I shall 
never forget my duty, as a g^Hxl subject, to my sove- 
reign." — ** 1 am," replied the king, " still your very 
good triend; and likewise presume much on j^oitr 
friendship towards me : for, should St Peter refnse 
my entrance into Paradise, I hope you will have the 
goodness to hide me under your mauile, and take me 
in along with you.'* — ** Sire !" retnmed the bishop, 
** ihsd will, I^ fear, scarcely be possible: your majes- 
ty has cat it too short, to admit of carrying any oom- 

ld7. Frederick, conqueror as he was, sustained a 
severe defeat at Goslin in the war of 1755. Some 
time after, at a review, he jocosely asked a soldier, 
who had got a deep cut in his cheek, '^ Friend, at 
what alehouse did' you get that scratch ?"— " J got iV' 
said the soldier, ** at Coslin, where your majesty paid 
the reckoning." 

198. General Zaremba had a very long Polish 
name ; the King of Prussia had heard of it, and one 
day said io him, ^* Pray, Zaremba, what is your 
name?" The general told him tiie whole of iU 
'^Heavens!" said the king, ^'the devil himself hast 
not such a name!" — ** Why should he V* replied Za- 
remba, ^^ he is no relation of mine." 

KING OF SAXONY. 

199. Immediately after the Elector of Saxony as^ 
sumed the regal title, he commanded his favourite 
orator to preach before him a sermon from the Gth 
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and 7th yerseis of th6 iwerdy-firH psalm : *^ Tfaott hast 
made him most blessed for ever; thou hast made him 
exceeding glad with thy countenance. For flie king^ 
trusteth in the Lord, and through the mercy of the 
Most High he shall not be removed," The clergy- 
man, however, having received the order verbally, 
preached from the 6th and 7th verses of the twenty^ 
second psalm : '^ fint I am a worm, and no man ; a 
reproach of men, and despised of the people. AH 
they that see me IjLUgh me to scorn : they shoot out 
the lip ; they shake the head.'' 

CZAR OF RUSSIA. 

Peter the Great. 
200. Peter the Great was one day questioiiingf 
some of his ministers, returned from their mission at 
foreign courts, relative to the progress of the young 
gentlemen he had sent abroad for education, to the 
different countries of Europe, and seemed highly 
pleased with the fovourable accounts given of them, 
when the conversation was suddenly interrupted by 
de Costa, one of the jesters vociferating from a cor- 
ner of the room, " Peter, you are a fool !" This 
abrupt and singular salutation, drew the emperor'ft 
attention, who declared that if de Costa could not 
make good his assertion, he should be tossed in a 
blanket immediately ; and called on him therelbre to 
begin. The jester, by no means disconcerted, ad- 
vanced gravely into the middle of the room, where 
there always stood a round table, covered with red 
cloth, containing implements of writing ; and taking 
a sheet of fine paper, doubled it, and, after drawing 
the ivory cutter hard over the ply, bid Peter try to 
take it out. The emperor, with much good humour, 
set about the task assigned him by the jester ; but 
after working some time, was obliged to confi^^s him- 
self unable to effect it ^ Then," says de Costa, 
^> I hope you uqw avow yourself the fool, and noi 
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]|ie; so let ns ohaage places, for I mast be emperor 
in my tuni.'' However, Peter declared that he still 
did nether understand his claiai* nor idlegory ; and 
he must explain, or cut capers in the air. ** Then,*' 
says de Costa, ^ the moral and meaning of my folded 
paper is this. You send young men abroad at the 
s^e of fifteen or sixteen, to acquire foreign instroc- 
tion and manners^ to civilize your empire ; but they 
have already taken a ply at home, like my pi^ier^ 
which can never be taken out ; so that if you wish» 
O Czar ! to do the work effectually, send children 
abroad for instruction, who are still without impres- 
sions of any kind, and they will facilitate thy la- 
bours." 



CHAP. III. 

NOBLE. 
ENGUSH PEERS. 

ViLLIERS, DUKB OF BUCKINGHAM. 

201. A gentleman begging Villiers, Duke of Buok^ 
ingham, to employ his interest for him at court, addr 
ed, that he had nobody to depend on but God and 
bis grace. " Then," said tiie duke, " your condition 
is <tesperate ; .you could not have named any two 
who have lets interest at court*' 

202. Father Petre endeavoured to convert tho 
Didce of Buckingham. *^ Out of our churcV' ^ayd 
the priest, ''none can be saved." — *' And all in it will 
be damned,'' said his grace. " You want charity,** 
says the miest *' Quite as much as your reverence^ 
jM>ii«d the duke* 
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203. Tlie duke gave this character of the two royal 
brothers, Charl^ and James — ^^The elder could see 
things, if he would : and the younger would see 
things, if ho conld.*' 

204. The Duke of Buckingham one day making^ 
his complaint to Sir John Cutler, a rich miser, of the 
disorder of his affairs, asked what he shonid do to 
prevent the ruin of his estate ? ** Live as I do, my 
lord,'' said Sir John. ** That I can do,'' answered 
the duke, '* when my isiate is gone." 

Henry, THE seventh Duke of Norfolk. 
206. The first protestant Duke of Norfolk, carry- 
ing the sword of state before James II. to the I^o- 
pish chape], stopped fit the door. The king, on go- 
ing in, said, ** Your father would have gone farther.*' 
The duke answered ; *' But your father would not 
have gone so far.*' 

Philip, the first Duke of Wharton. 

206. When the profligate Duke of Wharton was 
on his travels, he somewhere or other picked up a 
bear's cub, of which he was very fond, and carried 
It about with him. But when he was determined 
to abandon his tutor, he left the cub behind him, 
with the following address : ^ Being no longer able 
to bear with your ill usage, I think proper to be gone 
fr«m you ; however, that you may not want com- 
pany, I have left you the bear, as the most suitable 
companion in the world that could be picked out for 
you.'' 

207. In the reig^ of Queen Anne, Robert Harley, 
Earl of Oxford, the premier, caused a number of 
peers to be created at one time, to carry a particular 
pomt in the upper house. The Duke of Wharton 
nieeting him soon after, with some allusion to his 
fondness forthe g^mp of whist, as well as an inMiie- 
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diat# feference to wbat he had just done, stidy ^ So 
Robin, I find what yoa lost by iridu joa have gained 
by komnart," 

John, ihe second Doke of Argyle. 
206. Queen Caroline, In derision, asked the Doke 
ofArgyle what sort of persons were the Scotch ImrdiT 
He answered, that they were like the GemumjnrinecSy 
yery poor and very proud, 

Thomas Pelham Holles, Duke op Newcastle. 

209. A poor poet having, with some difficulty, and 
hy stating that his bnslness was of the utmost impor* 
lance, once got admitted to the Duke of Newcastle, 
thus addressed him : ^ My lord duke, naving the bno* 
nour of being related to your grace, and knowing 
that yon have many good tfaiugs in your gift, I pre- 
sume to make the claim of affinity, and solicit your 
bounty." — " I beg your pardon," replied the duke, 
** bat as I have no recollection of your face, do mo 
the bonour of informing me h^w we Mre related T' — 
^ I need not inibrm your grace,** answered the stran- 
ger, *^ titat both you and I are descended from 
Adam."— "That is true," replied the peer, >^ I ac- 
knowledge the tie, and in consideration of it, beg 
your acceptance of this halfpenny, and if every re- 
lation you have wiU give you the same sum you'U be 
a richer man than I am.*' 

The xate Duke of Montague. 

210. Mr. Rpchead, of, Inyerlieth, a man of som« 
fortune in the neighbouibood of Edinburgh, was one 
day takii^ his ride, and being a person of no small 
ccmseqnence, he thought proper to shew it by riding 
on 4he foot-patii. Meeting a plain farmer-looking 
man, he ordered him imperiously to get out of th^ 
way. " Sir," said the other, " I don't understand 
^8 ; I am upon the foot-path» where I c^tainl^ have 
a light to walk."^< 9o yoii know, sir/' said Mr. 
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' Rochead, " to whom yoH speak T— ^^ I do not, ia* 
aeed."— "Sir! I am Mr. Rochead, of Inverlieth/'-^ 
♦* Well, sir, but that certainly does not entitle you ta 
ride on the foot-path, and drive a humble pedestrian 
off it."— « Why, »r, I am a trustee of this road." — 
^^ if you are, you are a very Ijad one.*' — " You arc 
an impudent fellow. Who are you, sir?" — "I am. 
Georj^ Duke of Montague.*' It is almost unneces- 
sary to add, that the haughty Laird of Inverlieth, after 
a very awkward apology, went off into the main road.^ 

The late Duke of Grafton. 

211. The late Duke of Grafton, when huntings 
was thrown into a ditch ; at the same time a young 
curate calling out> '^ Lie stitt your grace !" leaped 
over him, and pursued his sport. Such an apparent 
want of feeling, we might presume, was properly re- 
setnted* Not so ; on being assisted to remount by his 
attendants, the duke said, — ^* That young man shall 
have the first living that falls to my disposal ; had he 
stopped to have taken care of me, I never would 
have patronised him :'' being delighted with an ar* 
douir similar to his own, or with a spirit that would 
not stoop to flatter. 

212. The Duke of Grafton being fox-hunting near 
Newmarket, a Quaker, upon an adjoining eminence, 
pulled of his hat, and gave a view holla I The 
hounds immediately ran to him, and being conse- 
quently at fault, the duke, enraged, galloping up to 
uie offender, asked him in an angry tone, whether 
he was not a Quaker? to idiioh the other answered 
in the affirmative. ^^ I will thank you, then, in fi^ 
ture," replied his grace, '< as you never pull off your 
hat to a Civriitiany not to pay that con^mment to « 

213. This nobleman was one of the last of the old 
fokool of polished gendemen, Midteing seaiid witli 
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iparty of ladies in tfie stage-box of Dmry-lano the- 
atre^ a sjpng of modem fashion came in booted and 
jarred. At the end of the act, the doke rose, and 
making the young man a low bow, said, ^ I beg 
leave, sir, in the name of these ladies, and for my- 
self, to offer yon our thanks for your forbearance.'' — 
^I don't understand you ; whiit do you mean?* said 
the stranger. ^ I mean,* repeated hu grace, ^ as yon 
have come with your boots and spnrs, to thank yon 
that yon have not brought your horse.'' 

Charles Savillb, first Marquis op Halifax. 

214. At the beginning of the rerohttion in 1688, 
sereral persons of rank, who had been very active 
and serviceable in bringing about timt event, but 
who bad no great abilities, applied for some of the 
most considen^ble employments under government. 
The Ettri of Halifax being consulted on me pronriety 
of admitting these chams, ^* I remember,* said he, 
** to have read in history, tiiat Rome was saved by 
geese ; but I don't recollect that ai^ of them wero 
made consuls." 

The late Marquis Townsbnd. 
215. This facetious nc^leman dubbed many 
hmghti in his day, some of whom could scarcely pay 
the fees of theur creation; and thereby realized the 
fiu-ce of the Devil to Pay in many an humble iamHy, 
by driving an honest industrious Nell from her do- 
mestic drudgery to figure as my lady, at routes, and 
levees^ and give fussock^parties at her country cabin: 
The villa of the viceroy at that time was at the cele^ 
brated Salmon-Leap on the Lafiy, near the romantic 
village of Leixlip, a very favourite Sunday resort of 
, the Dublin cits, and his excellency took great delight 
in sauntering about the domain amongst those virit- 
ants, joining their groups, and mixing in their con- 
versations. He had strictly forbidden the gate- 
keepers^ im pain of dismissal, to demand or accept 
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any leeS' from the visitors of the place. In one of 
those saunters his excellency fell in with a poor Dub- 
lin cutler, named Edward Bentley, with whom he 
entered into very familiar con-fab, and took much 
jpains to shew him the beauties of the place. Bentley, 
who took him for one of the upper servants of the 
household, appeared much pleased by his attentions ; 
praised the kindness of Lord Townseud in throwing 
open his domain for visitors, but freely censured his 
politics. He pressed his attendant very much to 
come to the village tavern and take a snack, and a 
glass of punch with himself and his wife. This how- 
ever, the noble incognite declined. Bentley, being 
about to depart, expressed his sincere wish that all 
Liord Townsend's servants were equally civil, and 
ffenerousl^ offered him half a crown for his trouble : 
but was quite astonished at the retu&al of his douMeur; 
adding that '* this was not the case with all the ser* 
rants, as the insolent fellow at the gate insisted upon 
half a crown, before he and his family were admit- 
ted/' He then cordially shook hands with bis new 
friend, and .was going away, but the other insisted 
on his coming into the house, tasting Lord Towns- 
end's wine, and taking a snack of what the pantry 
afforded. Bentley, now convinced that his friend 
vras no less a man than the viceroy's butler, accepted 
the invitation, followed into the house, and was 
shewn into a parlour, while his friend, the supposed 
butler, went to give orders for his entertainment^ 
and in a lew minutes re*entered, and ushered him 
into an adjacent room,, where a delicate cold repast 
was spread, with several decanters of Madeira and 
other wines. Bentley was pressed to eat and drink ; 
and he zealously exerted his knife and fork, and 
quaffed the 'cheering goblets of sparkling nectar, 
with which his friend incessantly pUe4 him. At 
length about to depart, he again shook hands with the 
butler ; whett presently as they reached the hall, the 
gate-porter entered, who had extorted Bcntley's half 
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erown io the morning. The sapposed boiler imine- 
(fiately demanded, how be had dared to transgress 
the orders be bad received by taking money from 
that gentleman ? — The fellow instantly dropped on 
his knees and begged bis excellency's pardon, pro- 
mising never to be ^llty of the like again. Poor 
Benttey, in astonishment, now fonnd out that be had 
ndstakeii bis man. The entrance of two other ser- 
vants, and the marked respect they shewed to the 
haHer, convinced him of bis mistake — and he too 
immediately fell on his knees and implored forgive* 
ness for the liberties he bad taken with his excel- 
lency. Lord Townsend, highly diverted with the 
ankward cbnfasiou and embarrassment of his gnes^ 
called to one pf the servants for a sword, which was 
instantly brought him ; and which poor Bentley sup- 
posed was intended, at least, to take off bis nappes, 
llie viceroy drew die awful weapon from its scab- 
bard, and flourished it thrice over the devoted head 
of his guest ; and then, with a gentle thwack across 
the shoolders, said to him, *' Rise, Sir Edkcard 
Bentley o'^ This unexpected issue of the affair greatly 
surprised and delighted the new made knight, who 
was forthwith appointed.cutler to his excellency, and 
lived many years to wear the honours, and teU the 
story of h^ creation. . 

216. When Lord Harcourt succeeded Lord Towns- 
end in the administration of Ireland, he arrived at 
tiie castle of Dublin at midnight Lord Townsend 
and a party of friends were then at their bottle; and, 
alter the first salutations, bis lordship said, ^ Yon 
see, my lord, how we are engaged ; and I hopetiiat 
in your next dispatches you will mention this cir- 
cumstance, that, thoitgh you came at the ttpeffih hour 
you did not find us napptng," 

The late Marquis of Buckingham. 
217. The late Marquis of Buckingham, onbefng 
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informed of Mr. Sheridan's philippic on the teOer- 
ship of the Exchequer, quaintly replied, '^ Never 
mind, I will ^^het the affrfmt/* 

The Marquis of Abercorn. 

218. The Marquis of Abercorn, determining at 
least, in his own arrangements,, to obtain punctuality 
0t>m his visitors, invited a large party to dinner. 
The card mentioned five precis<^ly. His lordship 
found himself attended at that hour by a single gen- 
tleman ; he however,^ sat down to dinner with him, 
and partook of. the first course. About six, his visit- 
ors began to drop in ; his lordship made no apology, 
they seated themselves in awkward confusion, looked 
at their watches, and took dinner. The still more 
polite part of the company arrived about seften^ and 
instead of dinn^, were complimented with coffee. 

The Marquis of Huntly. 

219. A fashionable countess, asking the Marquis of 
Huntly, which he thought the prettiest flower, rose* 
or tulij>s? He replied, with great gallantly^ " Your 
l^idyship's tvx) tips before all the roses in the worid.^' 

William, the sixth Earl of Derby. 

220. The old Earl of Derby, who lived in the 
reigns of. James and Charles I. wore such plain ap- 
parel, that he could not be distinguished by his garb 
fi*om the better sort of farmers ; and coming to court 
in his ordinary habit, was denied entrance into the 
privy chamber by a fine-dressed Scot, who told him 
that this was no place for ploughmen. The king, 
hearing a dispute at the chamber door, came out to 
know what occasioned it To whom the earl said, 
** Nothing, my liege ; but your countrymen, having^ 
left their manners and their rags behind them ia 
Scotland, neither know themselves nor their betters.'* 
The king, being fmgry at the. affront o£Rered to so 
great a man, said, ** My good Lord Derby, I am 
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mry for liie affitmt piven yoa bjF^mr servant; and, 
to loake yoar lordship satisfaction, I will command 
him to be hanged, if your lordship desires it.^ The 
earl replied, **That is too small an atonement for the 
afiront put upon my honour, and I expect his punish- 
ment should be more exemplary." — " Name it, my 
lord/' said the king, ** and it shall be done."—" Why 
&en,^ ssud the earl, ^' I desire ygnr majesty will send 
him back to Scotland again/' 

Henry Jermyn, J^arl of St. Alrans. 
221. The Earl of St Albans was, like many other 
staunch loyalists, little remembered by Charles IL 
He was, howe? er, an attendant at court, and one of 
his majesty's companions in his gay hoiirs.^ On one 
such occasion, a stranger came with aa importunate 
snit for an office of great value, just vacant The 
k^, by way of joke, desired the earl to personate 
him, and desired the petitioner to be admitted. The 
gentleman, addressing himself to the supposed mo- 
narch, enumerated his services to the royal family, 
and hoped the grant of the place would not be 
deemed too great a reward. ** By no means," an- 
swered the earl, ^* and I am only sorry that as soon 
as I heard of the vacancy I conferred it on my faitli- 
fol fHend the Earl of St., Alban's," pointing to the 
king, " who has constantly followed the fortunes both 
of my father and myself, and has hitherto gone un- 
rewarded.'' Charles granted for this joke what the 
utmost real services looked for in vain. 

Charles, the sixth Earl of Dorset. 
222. The Earl of Dorset coming to court on 
Queen Elizabeth's birth-day, Charles II. asked him 
" What the bells rung for?'* Being told, the king 
asked, — "Why her memory was so thought of, when 
his father and grandfal{)er were quite forgotten. — 
** Because," said the earl, frankly, '* Elizabeth, bo- 

H 
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iog a woman, ehose men for her connsellors ; antl 
men, when &ey reign, usually chuse women.'* 

293. liOrd Biilkeley, on the mornin|: subsequent 
to his marriage, i^pmihunicated his happiness to his 
ifiend the £ari of Dorset, in the following laconic 
epistle: 

*^ Dear Dorset, I am the happiest ifog* alive. 

** Your's BULKELEY.'^ 



to which the answer was- 



** Dear Bulkeley, every dog hat his day, 

** Yours Dorset.'' 

3d4. The Earl of Dorset, having a great deske to 
spcad an evening with Butler, the celebrated au- 
thor of Hudibras; spoke to Mr. Fleetwood Shepherd, 
to introduce him. The tliree wits, seme time st&fr, 
aocordingly met at a tavern, when, upon the first 
bottle, Butler was rather flat; on the second, he 
broke out the man of wit and reading ; and on the 
third, relapsed into a tameness of conversation, very 
inferior to the author of Hudihras. The next morn- 
ing, Shepherd asked his lordship how he liked his 
friend Butler? *' I do not know any thing better to 
compare him to/' said Ins lordship, ^* than a nine- 
pin, little at both ends, but great in the middle.'' 

WiLMOT, Earl of Rochester. 
926. Charles II. being at bowls, and having laid 
a bowl very near tlie jack, '^ My soul to an egj^- 
diell,*' says he, " nobody beats that*' — ^** If you will 
lay odds," says Rochester^ '' I'll take the bet" 

225. In the reign of Charles the Second, the Duke 
of Lauderdale cominr one day to court in Lord Ro» 
chestei's week of waiting, deshred admittance to his 
majesty, but was refused, and told by Rochester, 
tbatho was TeryiU.— Lauderdale came constantly 
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«Tei7 day during Rochester's week, and as regulariv 
recced the same answer, at which being surpfisra, 
he asked Rochester what was the nature of his ma- 
jesty's illness? who told him, the king kadgoi m son 
no9e. Laaderdale came to court Ifae next Say, and, 
another l<H'd being in waitings was immediately intro- 
daced to the presence chamber : tihe king expressed 
his amazement at no^seeinc him for so many days, 
and on being informed of the impediment, the king 
called f6r Rochester, and demanded his reason for 
saying he had got a sore nose. Rochester replied, 
"^ May it please yoor migesty, had I been led so long 
by the nose, as yon hare been by Lauderdale, I am 
sore nune would have been sore ; so I conceived it 
at least my duty to deny all access to the immediate 
eanse of your majesty's disorder.'^ 

James, thb first Earl of Waldeoravi* 

227. This nobleman abjur^ the Catholic religioi|^ 
and was a long time ambassador at Paris. He was 
one day teased upon the subject of his conversion by 
the Duke of Berwick. " Pray," said he, " Mr. Am- 
bassador, who had most to do in your conversion, the 
mimsters of state, or the ministers of religion V — 
^ This is a qtiestion," said his lordship, *' you must 
excuse my answering, for when I ceased to be a Ca- 
tholic I renounced confession." 

Charles, the third Earl of Peterborough. 

228. Lord Peterborough was once taken by the 
mob for the Duke of Marlborough, who was then in 
disgrace with them, and being about to be roughly 
treated by these firieuds to summary justice, he said 
to them, ^' Gentlemen, I can convince you by two 
reasons that I am not ^e Duke of Marlborough. In 
the first place,! I have only five guineas in my 
pocket; aud, in the second, they are heartily at 
your service." So throwing his purse amongst themy 

H 2 
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he got out of their hands, with loud huzzas and ^c- 
clamations. 

John, the skcond Earl of Stair. 

229. When the great Earl of Stair was ambassa- 
dor in Holland, he made frequent entertainments, to 
which the foreign ministers iwure constantly incited, 
not excepting ey^n France, fnough hostilities were 
then commencing between the two countries. In 
return the French resident as constantly invited the 
English and Austrian ambassadors upon the like 
occasions. The French minister was a man of con- 
siderable wit and vivacity. One day he proposed a 
health in these terms: " The rising sun," my master, 
alluding to the motto of Louis XIV. which was 
pledgod by the whole company. It then came to 
the Baron de Riesbach's turn to give a health, and 
he in the same humour gave ^ The moon and fixecl 
stars,'' in complimeo^fto the empress queen. When 
it came to the Engnsh ambassador's turn, the eves 
of all the company were turned upon him ; but he, 
no way daunted, drank his master by the name of 
** Joshua, the ton of Nun, who made the sun and 
moon to stand still." 

Henry, THB tenth Earl of Pembroke. 

230. The Earl of Pembroke kcftt a number of 
swuie at his seat in Wiltshire, and crossing the yard 
one day, he was surprised to see the pigs gathered 
round one trough* and making a great noise. Curi- 
osity prompted him to see what was the cause, and 
on lookiiig into the trough he perceived a large silver 
spoon. Just at this crisis a servant maid came out, 
and began to curse the pigs for crying so. " W ell 
they may," said his lordship, " when they^ave got 
but one spoon among them all." 

231. This nobleman, who had many good quali- 
ties, but always persisted inflexibly in his own opi- 
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tiioR, whidi, as well m his oondsct, was oQen verj 
singalfury tlioo^t of Un expedient to preTent the exr 
hoftatioBs and importiuiities of tliose aooat him. This 
wai( U> feign biraself deaf; and, under pretence of 
beaiiii^ very imperfectly, he would always form his 
answer not by what was really said to him, but by 
what be desired to have said. Among other servants 
was oae who had lived with him from a childj, and 
servedrliin with great Melity and affection, till at 
tengtfa he became his coachman. This man by de- 
grees got a habit of drinking, for which his lady 
often desired that he might be dismissed. My lord 
always answered, ^ Yes indeed, John is an excel- 
I^it servant/' — '* I say/^ replied the lady, *' that he 
is continually drunk, and I desire that he may be 
turned off.'' — " Aye," said his lordship, " he has 
lived with me from a child, and, as you say, a 
. tr^e of wages should not part us." John, however, 
one evening, as he was driving from Kensington, 
overtomed his lady in Hyde Park; she was not 
mucb^ hurt, but when she came home she began to 
rattle the earL ^ Here," says she, ** is that beast 
John, so drunk that he can scarcely stand ; he has 
overturned the coach, and if he is not discharged, 
may break our necks." — " Aye," says my lord, *' is 
poor J<^n sick? alas, I am sorry for him." — ** I am 
con^laimng,'' says my lady, ^' that he is drunk, and 
has overturned me." — *^ Aye" answered his lordships 
'^ to be sure be has behaved very well, and shall have 
proper advice." My lady finding it hopeless to re- 
monstrate, went away in a pet; and my lord having^ 
CHrdered John into his presence, addressed him very 
codily in these words : ^' John, you know I have a re- 
gard for yon, and as long as you behave well yon 
riukllbe taken care of in my family: my lady tella 
me you are taken ill, and indeed I can see that youi 
can hardly stand ; go to bed, und.I wHl take care tba^ 
you have proper advice." John, being thus dis- 
missed^ was taken to bed, where, by his lords)iip'a 
h3 
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order, a large blister was put upon his head, another 
between his shoulders, and sixteen ounces of blood 
taken from his arm. John found himself the next 
morning in a woeful plight, and was soon acquainted 
with the whole process, and the reasons upon which 
it was commenced. He had no remedy, however, 
but to submit, for he would rather have incurred 
as many more blisters than lose his place. My \onX 
sent very formally twice a day to know how' he was, 
and frequently congratulated my lady upon John^s 
recovery, whom he directed to be fed only with wa- 
ter gruel, and to have no company but an old nurse. 
In about a week, John having constantly sent word 
that he was well, my lord thought fit to understand 
the messenger, and said, *' be was extremely glad 
to hear that Hhe fever had left him, and desired to 
see him." When John came in, ^ Well, John,*' 
says he, " 1 hope this bout is over." — " Ah, my lord/' 
says John, ^* I humbly ask your Iprdshlp's pardon, 
and I promise never to commit Ihe same fault again.'' 
" Aye, aye," says my lord, " you are right, no body 
can prevent sickness, and if you should be sick 
again, John, T shall see it, though perhaps you should 
not complain, and I promise you you shall always 
have the same advice, and the same attendance that 

50U have had now." — ** God bless your lordship," says 
bhn, " I hope there will be no need." — ** So do I 
loo," tihys bis lordship, *' but as long as you do your 
duty to me, never fear, I shall do mine to you." 

Philip Dormp.r, the fourth Earl of 

Chbstbrfield. 

292. Lord Chesterfield complained very much at 

an inn where he dined, that the plates and dishes 

* were very dirty. The waiter,- with a degree of pert- 

BCss, observed, that every one must eat a peck of 

dirt before he dies.- '' That may be true,** said his 

lordship ; ** bat uo one is obliged to eat it all at a 

meaL** 
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233. When the faile King of Denmark was in 
Englaikl, he Tery freqoeatly honoured Sir Thomas 
Rohinsoii with his coaipany, thong^b tlic knight 
spoke French in a very imperfect manner, and the 
king had searoely any kaowledge of j!Uiglisb. One 
day, when Sir Tltomas was in company with tho 
Uie lord ChesterBeld, be boasted much of his 
great intimacy with the king, and added, that he 
believed the monarch had a greater friendship for 
him than any man in England. *^ How reports will 
lie," exclahned Lord Chesterfield, '* I heard no later 
than this day, that you never met, but a great 'deal of 
had language passed between yon." 

234. A French nobleman, observing to Lord 
Chesterfield that the French were a more polite peo- 
ple than the English, and that the English acknow- 
ledged they were ; ^ Their acknowledgmetity" replied 
his lordship, *^ proves their own right^ 

236. Lord Melcombe, whose name was BtM Dod- 
dingionj was intended to have been sent ambassador 
to Spain. Lord Chesterfield once met him, and 
toncfaing on the subject, told him, he did noit think 
him by any means a fit person to represent the crown 
of England at the Spanish court Doddington begged 
to know the reason. ** Why," returned he, ** your 
name is too short Bmbb ! BM I Do you think that - 
the Spaniards, who pride themselves on the length of 
their titles, and sonorous sound of their names, will 
suppose I hat a man can possess either dignity or im- 
portance with a name of one syllable, which is pro- 
nounced in a moment. No, n^ lord, you must not 
think of Spain, unless you lengthen your name.'' 
Dbddingtim desired to know how that could be done. 
Lord Chesteifield, pausing a moment, exclaimed, '^ I 
have it^SUl^ Buhb is the very thing." 

236. When this witty nobleman was one day at 
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Newcastle House, the duke happening to be very 
particularly engaged, the earl was requested to sit 
down in an anti-room, where Garnet upon Job, a 
book detticated to the duke, happened to lie in the 
window, , When bis grace entered, and found the 
earl so busily engaged in reading, he asked him how 
he liked the commeniary. *' In any other place/' 
replied Chesterfield, " I should not think much of it ; 
but there is so much propriety^ in putting a -volume 
upon flME^tmcf in the room where erery visitor is to 
wait for your grace, that here it must be considered 
as one of the best books in the world.'' 

237. Dryden's Translation of Virgil being com* 
mended l^ a right reverend bishop, Lord Ches- 
terfield ^idd, /* 'Hie original is indeed excellent; 
but eveiry thing suffers by tramlatiim except a 
bishop." 

5238. It Was- once observed to Lord Chesterfield, in 
the course of conversation, that man is the only crea^ 
ture that is endowed with the power of laughter. 
'* True,'' said the earl, '* and yon may add, perhaps 
he is the only creature that deserves to be Uughed 
at:' - 

239. It being asked in a company, in which Lord 
Chesterfield was present, whether the piers of West- 
minster-bridge would be of stone or wood? " Oh," 
said his lordship, ^ of stone to be sure ; for we have 
too many wooden piers (peeri) at Westminster aU 
rieady.*' 

240. Lord Chesterfield visiting Lord B. a favourite 
dog bit him in the leg. " Don't be afraid," says 
Lord B. " my little dog never bites.** Lord C. 
knocking down the animal ^th his cane, replied in 
the same strain, ** Don't be afirafd, my lord; 1 never 
jitrike little dogs.'' 
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241. Tile late cpieen binted to Lord Chesterfield 
her design of shuttiiig up St James'jt. Park, aod turn- 
ing it into a garden, and asked him what he thought 
the alteration would cost. His reply was, *' Only 
three crownsJ' 

242. Lord Chesterfield held a considerable estate 
under the Dean and Chapter of Westoiinster, and 
wanting to put in the life of the present earl, the fine 
insisted upon was so very exorbitant, as to ruffle 
his lordship's temper in a high degree, though he was 
obliged to acquiesce in their demands. When the 
writings were ready, the lawyer carried them to hb 
lordship, with the dean and chapter's compliments. 
Having signed them, ' Well," says the earl, " they 
sent their com{>liments to me, did they ? then return 
my complimeuts to them ; but tell them, at the same 
time, that in matters of business I would sooner deal 
with the Jewish synagogue.'' 

243. An illustrious person told Lord Chesterfield 
fiiat he had drauk six bottles of champaign. '* That/' 
said his lordship. ** is more than I can swidlowJ* 

244. When Miss Chudleigb, afterwards Dutchess 
of Kingston, once met Lord Chesterfield in the rooms 
at Bath, they, in a tite'a-4iie conveiiation, began to 
talk of the company present, and the lad> was very 
communicaliTe in her narrative of things said of 
Lady Caroline, Miss Languishes, &.c, &c. and con- 
cluded by remarking, " yet nmch of this may be 
scandal ; for do you know, my lord, that since 1 was 
lately confined to my chamber by illness, they have 
spread an infamous report of my being brought tii 
bed of twins." — ** O my dear lady, do not be uneasy,'* 
replied the peer ; " for my part, I have long made it a 
rule to believe but Ao/^' that the town says." 

245. As the late Earl of Chesterfield and Lord 
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Petre were once stepping out of a carriage, a great 
lamp, oil and all, fell from the centre of an iron arch 
before the house, missing Lord Petre by about half 
an inch» ^* Oh, my lord,'' said he, *^ I was near be^ 
ing gone !'' — ^^ Why yes,'' replies the eari, -coolly, 
*Vbut there would certainly have been one comfort 
attending the accident, since you would inlallibly 
have received extreme uncUon before you went" 

246. A few days before his lordship died, they re- 
peated to him a quarrel which had taken place be- 
tween Miss Pelhara and Mrs. Fitzroy, in regard to 
the reputation of Mr. Frere, late master of the 
Thatched House, in St James's Street; when words 
arising vety high, Mrs. Fitzroy gave Miss Pelham a 
slap upon the cheek. ^ Aye," said his lordship, *' I 
am not surprised at that — I always thought Mrs. 
Fitzroy was a striking beauty.'' 

The latb Earl of Keuie. 

247. The late Earl of Kellie, in the younger part 
of his life, was much addicted to dissipation. One 
day his mother took him severely to task for a de« 
bauch, and advised him to take example by a parti- 
cular gentleman, whose constant food wasvegeta-^ 
bles, and his drink pure water. ** Good heaven, 
madam," said lib lordship, ** do you wish me to 
imitate a man vtlio eats Uke a beast, mnd drinks like « 
M" 

The late Lord Viscount Melville. 

248. A gentleman from Cumberland, not of the 
brightest parts, or most poMshed manners, thinking 
to recommend himself to Lord Melville by flattering 
his national prejudices, afiirmedl that he was a JBor- 
der Scot. '* Gude faith, I dinna doubt it," quoth the 
shrewd Caledonian, ^' the pcoarsest art o' tha cluth'a 
ay at the selvidge," 
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liOae TiscouNT Sidmouth. 
249. It was remariiedy that when the Princess of 
Wales entm^d the Op'va Honsey an eUeiU feeling 
pervaded the audience. LordSidnioathaskedy ** Was 
tiuB for want of a proper comdmeUrl" 

Francis Bacon, Loto Vbrulaic. 
350. Lord Vemlam being asked by James • what 
hs thoi^t of Mr. Caderes, a very tall man, who was 
wtsA on an ocoasiohml embassy to the King of France, 
answered — That some tall men were like loffy 
hooses, where the tmpermott rpcm are commonly tlie 



ViLLiERS, Duke op Buckinoham. 
26 i. ViUiers, the witty and extravagant Dnke ol" 
Bncddngham, in King Charles 11*8. time, was saying 
one day to Sir Robert Yiner, in a melancholy hn- 
moor, *M am afraid. Sir Robert, I shall die a beggar 
at last; which is the most terrible thing in the world.'' 
— ** Upon my word, my lord," said Sir Robert, 
^ there is another thing more terrible which yon have 
reason to apprehend, and that is, that yon will Uw a 
beggar, at the rate yon go on." 

Philip, the first Duke op Wharton. 
25(2. There was more wit than manners in a saying 
of CoUey Gibber,' the poet laureat, to the extravagant 
Dnke of Wharton. Colley, who sometimes vi^ted 
his grace, was once in his coach with him, when it 
went vecf slowly through a slongh, on the duke's 
manor <n Winchendon, in Buckinghamshire. The 
poet, with his usnal vivacity and assurance, said, '' It 
is reported, my lord duke, that you run out of your 
estate ; but it is impossible fcHr you to run out of this." 

Charles, the sixth. Dure of Somerset. 
253. The ^vvA Duke of ^^omeiset employed Sey- 
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monr flic painter to ms^e^some portraits of his run* 
uing horses. One day, at dinner, he drank to him 
with a sneer: " Cousin Seymour, your health." The 
painter replied, " I really do believe that I have the 
honour to be of your grace's family." The duke, of- 
fended, rose from table, and sent his steward to pay 
Seymour, and dismiss him. 'Another painter of horses 
was sent for, who, finding himself unworthy to finish 
Seymour's, honestly told the duke so. On this the 
haugiity peer condescended once more to summon 
his cousin. Seymour answered his mandate in theae 
words : '* My lord, I shall now prove that / am of 
your grace's family, for I will not come/' 

The late Duke of Newcastle. 
254. It is related of the late Duke of Newcastle, 
that he was so accustomed to promise, that no appli- 
cant whatever left his presence without an assurance 
of having what he solicited for, though, at the same 
time, his grace scarcely knew what he had been ask- 
ed for. A neighbour of his, a major in the ahnr, 
waited upon him, on his return from abroad. " My 
dear major," said his grace, running up to him, and 
embracing him, ^' I am heartily glad to see you ; I 
hope all things go well with you." — " I can't say they 
do, my lord duke," returned he ; "1 have had the 
misfortune to lose my — " — ** Say no more, my dear 
major," returned he quickly, and stopping his mouth 
with his hand, (conceiving it to be some app<mitment 
which he had lost) '* say no more, I entreat you, 1*11 
give you a better." — " Better, my lord," returns the 
major, " that cannot be !" — " How so, my dear 
friend? how so?" replies the duke. "Because," re- 
joins the major, " I have lost my leg." 

25^ A gentleman, who possessed a small estate in 
Gloucestershire, was allured to town by the promises 
of the same nobleman, who, for many months, kept 
him in constant attendance, until the poor man's pa- 
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tience l^ing quite exhauflted, he one morning called 
upon his patron, and told bim that he had at length 
got a place, l>e duke very cordially shook him by 
we hand, and congratalated him on his good fortune, 
telluig him, that in a few days a good thing would 
have been in his gift : ** But pray, sur," added he, 
" where is your place T— ** In the Gloucester coach," 
replied he, '* I secured it last night" 

The late Duke of Norfolk. 
5256. Soon after the Duke of Norfolk had abjured 
the errors of popery, he visited his seat of Worksop 
Manor, in Nottinghamshire, and, as he walked in 
the garden, he asked some questions of one of the 
gardeners, who he found did not know him : *' Your 
master,'' said the duke, ** I am told, has changed 
his religion; pray what do you ^nk of itr — 
" Why," said the gardener, ** i. know not what fo 
think of it ; I hope, however, his grace will make a 
eood protestant, ror I have, been told he made a very 
bad catholic." 

257. The late Duke of Norfolk was much addict- 
ed to the bottle. On a masquerade night, he asked 
Foote, what riew character he should go in. ** Go 
sober r' said I'^oote. 

The late Marquis op Lansdowke. 

258. Doctor Goldsmith happened one night, at the 
theatre at Covent Garden, to be in the same stage- 
box with the late Marquis of Lansdowne, #ben the 
doctor, who was a perfect stranger, was introduced 
to his lordship.. The latter professed himself very 
happy in being honoured with the doctor's company, 
and invited him to supper, which was accepted. 
However, in the course of conversation at the thea- 
tre,- liis lordship observed — ^That the public paper 
had given him the title of Malagrida, but for what 
reason he could not discover. — " Nor 1 neither," swd 

I 
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the doctor, ** for every bodyjknows that Malagrids 
was an honest man.'' 

Thomas, the first Earl of Rutland. 

259. Mr. Manners, who bad been but lately created 
Earl of Rutland, said to Sir Thomas More, <' You 
are so much elated with your preferments, that yon 
verify the old proverb, 

Honores mvJtvmt Mores.** 

^ No, my lord,'' said Sir Thomas, ''the pun will da 
much better in English : 

Honours change Mamneri,** 

WiLMOT, Earl of Rochester. 

260. The witty and licentious Earl of Rodiester 
meeting with the great Isaac Barrow in the Paric, 
told his comi>aDions that he would have some fim 
with the rusty old put. Accordingly, he went up 
with great gravity, and taking off his hat, made the 
doctor a profound bow, saying, " Doctor, 1 am your's 
to my shoe-tic." The doctor seeing his drift, imme- 
diately pulled off his beaver, and returned the bow, 
with, " My lord, 1 am your's to the ground." Ro- 
chester followed up his salutation by a deeper bow, 
saying, ** Doctor, I am your's to the centre.". Bar- 
row, with a very lowly obeisance, replied, ** My lord, 
I am your's to the antipodes." His lordship, nearly 
gravelled, exclaimed, ^ Doctor, I am youths to the 
U>west pit of hell."—** There, my lord," said Barrow, 
sarcastically, ** I leave you;** and walked oE 

William Bf.ntinck, first Earl of Portland. 

261. A I>utch nobleman (the Earl of Portland) 
who came over with our third William, being once 
liaranguing a multitude in favour of his master, as- 
sured them that he was come for aU their goods. 
'* Yes," lepUed Sk Watkm WiUiams^ ** and for our 
^tUUli too.** 
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202. The foUowing anecdote if related of the fa- 
mous Robert, Earl of Oxford. **, My lord,'' ftaid a 
profligate of those days, ** yoa and I hare been in 
aD the jails of the kingdom.'' — *^ What do yoa mean 
by tha^ yon rascal f exclaimed the earl. ^ Your 
lordship," said he, ** has been in the Tower, and I 
have been in even/ other in the kingdom,"' 

The late Earl op Abercorn. 

263. The late Earl of Abercorn was a very stiff, 
and not a very polite man. When the queen arrived 
from Germany, his lordship had the honour of receiv- 
ing her and her suite at lus house, where thev slept. 
Soon after, at a levee, his majesty thanked him for 
his attention to the queen, saying, he was afraid her 
visit had occasioned his lordship a good deal of trou- 
ble. He replied, ^ A good deal if^eiL^ 

The late Earl of Peterborough. 

264. The late Lord Peterborough having, in one 
of his perambulations through the streets of the me- 
tropolis, been grossly insulted by a carman, very 
deliberately stripped, and gave the fellow such a 
drubbing, that he could scarcely move a limb. A 
man seeing tlie transaction, came up at the condu- 
sion of the afiray, and asked the man if he knew the 
person with whom he had been boxing was a lord ? 
" A lord !" says the fellow, " a lord ! — they may call 
him what they please, and he may be what he vrill, 
but I am sure, from the weight of that leaden fist of 
his, that Ins father must have been a dra^mmnJ' 

The late Earl of Kellib. 

265. One day Lord Kellie, whose frequent sacri- 
fices to Bacchus had produced a rMcundity of nose, 
that would have done honour to Bardolph himself, 
called on Mr. Foote at Fulham. *'^0h, Kellie r sayu 

1 2 
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Foote, *' I am g^lad you are come ; my peaches are 
very backward ; be so kind as hold your twse over 
them two or three Jiours,** 

266. The late Sam Foote would say any thing of 
any body, or to any body. When he n as once at 
Lord KelUe's table, a gentleman present complained , 
that the beer was rather cold. ** Get his lordship to 
dip his nose into the tankard/' said Foote, *^ and if 
be keeps it there lialf a minute, and the beer does not 
boil, it must be fire-proof/' 

267. The same nobleman having spoken rather 
disrespectfully of a gentleman in the army, an Irish* 
man present observed, '* That if any man ^hat lived, 
or ever had lived, or ever could live, had said tho 
same of him, he would have puU'd him by the nose." 
— ^** Yes," replied Foote, *' I dare say you would ; 
but in the present case that would not do, there are 
ways enough of revenging an insult, without ruuuinj^ 
one's hand into the fire." 

Philip Dormer, the fourth Earl of 
Chestfrfield. 
< 268. The late Lord Chesterfield happened to be at 
a rout in France, where Voltaire was one of the 
guests. Chesterfield seemed to be gazing about on 
the brilliant circle of ladies, when Voltaire thus ac- 
costed him : " My lord^ 1 know you are a judgo, 
which are more beautiful, the Irlnglish or French la- 
dies?" — " Upon my word," replied his lordship, with 
his usual presence of mind, '* I am no oonnoisiseur in 
paintings." Some time afler this, Voltaire being in 
London, happened to be at a noblemairs rout with 
Lord Chesterfield. A lady in company, prodigiously 
|vaiuted, directed her whole discourse to Voltaire, 
and entirely engrossed his conversation. Chesterfield 
came up, and tapped him on his shoulder, saying, 
".Sir, take care^ou arc not captivated." — "My 
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lordy^ replied the French wit, ** I scorn to be taken 
hj an English bottom under French colours.'' 

The latb Earl of Mansfield. 
4 269k Foote being on a visit at this nobleman's 
Bouse, his lordship^ as soon as dinner was orer, or- 
X dered a bottle of cape on the table, when, after 
magpnifying its good qualities and age, he sent it 
round the table in glasses that scarcely held a thim- 
ble foil. " Fine wine, upon my life," says the wit, 
tasting and smacking his Hps. ** Is it not Teiy cu- 
rious V says his lordship. " Perfectly so, indeed/' 
says the other ; *' I do not remember to have seen 
any thing so little of its age in my life before." 

The Earl of Cork. 
270. The present Lord Cork and Orrery being 
under the correction of his schoolmaster, received 
the following reproachful accompaniment with the 
rod : — " One of your ancestors invented an Orrery, 
and another of them gave to the world a translation 
of PKny ; but you, 1 fear, will never invent any thing 
but mischiet, nor translate any thing but an idle boy 
into a foolish man : so that, instead of myrtle, yon 
shall bo honoured with birch.'* 

The Earl of Liverpool. 
5271. The Earl of Liverpool forming a park about 
Conibury, and thinking to inclose it with posts and 
rails, was one day calculating the expense : a gen- 
tleman who stood by, told him he did not go the 
cheapest way to work. " How can I do it cheaper," 
said my Lord Liverpool. *' Why," replied the gen- 
tleman,^'^ if your lordship will &id posts, the country 
will find railing,*' 

Henry JgffoHN, Viscount Bolinobroke. 
^2, Manvaux being in company with Lord Bo» 
Mngbroke^ who professed l^mself an infidel in reli? 
1 3 
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gion> but wlio gave as true many dubious Iiistorical { 
facts, observed, "*lf you be an infidel, my lord, it is i 
not for want of faith.*' ' i 

1 
The late Lord Viscount Sackville. 
273. Lord George Gefmaii^ (afterwards Lord 
Sackville) to his religious duties was riot onjy re- ^ 
gularly but respectfully attentive: on the Sunday ' i 
raoruifig he appeared in gala, as if he was dressed for | 
a drawing-room ; he marched out his whole family , 
in a grand csTvulcade to his parish churchy leaving , 
only a centinel to watch the fires at home, and 
mount guard upon the spits. His deportment in the 
house of p/ayer was exemplary, and more in charac- 
ter of time past, than time present. He had a way 
of standing up in sermon time for the purpose of re- 
viewing the congregation, and awing the idlerft into 
decorum, that might well remind the spectator of Sir 
Roger de Coverley at church : and, sometimes struck 
with passages in the disi^ourse, which he ti ished to 
p<Hnt out to the audience as rules of moral practice 
worthy to be noticed, he would mark his approbation 
of them with such cheering nods and signals of as- 
sent to the preacher, as were often more than any 
muscles could withstand; but when, to the total 
overthrow of all gravity, in his zeal to encourage a 
very yomig declaimer in the pulpit, he cried out to 
the Rev. II. Eatoff, in the middle of his sermon, 
" Well done, Harry !'* it was irresistible ; suppres- 
sion was out of every one*s power ; for what made it 
more intolerably comic was, the unmoved sincerity 
of his manner, and his surprise to find that any thing 
had passed that could provoke a laugh so much out 
of time and place.' He had nursed up, witl^o small 
care and cost, in each of his parish churches,* a corps 
of rustic psalm singers; to whose^rformances he 
paid the greatest attention, freqnenSj^sing up, and, 
with his eyes directed to the singing^^ry, marking 
time, which was not always originally adhered to; 
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and once, when fait tear, which was yery correet, had 
been tortured by a tone most ^Ivringiy discordant, 
he set his mark upon the rulprit, by calling out to 
him akmd, ** Out of tune, Tom Baker!" 

274. This nobleman was not more distinguished 
for bia abilities than for Ins amiable disposition. <>f 
this his domestics felt the comfort, living with him 
rather as humble friends, than menial servants. His 
kMrdship one day entering his house in Pali Mall, ob- 
served a large basket of vegetables standing in titc 
hall, and inquired of the porter to whom Uiey be- 
longed, and from whence they came ? Old John im- 
mediately replied, ** They are oar's, my lord, from 
OUT country house." — *' Very well,** rejoined the 
pe<ar. At that instant a carriage stopped at the 
door, and Lord George, turning round, asked what 
coach it was ? ** Our^s," said honest Jolin. " And 
are the children in it our's too V said his lordship, 
laughing. " Most certainly, my lord," replied John, 
with the utmost gravity, and immediately ran to lift 
them out 

The late Lord Viscount Melville. 
276. Xiord Melville told a pleasant story, rather at 
his own expense, at a cabinet dinner, at the present 
lord ehancellor's. Some time ago he sent for Town- 
send, the fiow Street officer, who, from the line 
marked out by his lordship, then secretary of state, 
made a. useful and singular discovety. Townsend, 
aarprised at the sagacity of the right honourable 
gentleman, could not abstain from expressing his 
admiration, by assuring him, that, with ** a very lit- 
tle in|truction, he would, in a fortnight, make the 
hesit^ef-taker in the kingdom." 

276. Th^^te Lord Melville observing that ba- 
idahmenM^m Scotland was a common punishment 
for offenoes in that xonntry^ one of im company 
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gravely asked, if he ever knew any gndi' cnlpiite 
executed for returning from transportation. 

William, the first Lord Craven. 

277. Lord Craven, in King James tlie First's 
reign, vras very desirous to see Ben Jonson, which 
being told to Ben, he went to my lord's house ; but 
being in a very shabby condition, as poets sometimes 
are, the porter refused him admittance, with some 
saucy language, which the other did not fail to re- 
turn. My lord happening to come out while they 

-^ere wrangling, asked, the occasion of it? Ben, 
who stood in need of nobody to speak for him, said. 
He understood his lordship desired to see him.-^ 
" You, friend !*' said my lord, "who are youT — 
" Ben Jonson," replied tlie other. ** No, no^" quoth 
his lordship, '^ you cannot be Ben Jonson who wrote 
the Silent Woman ; you look as if you could not say, 
bo to a goose.'' — " Bo !" cried Ben. ** Very well," 
eaid my lord, who was better pleased at the joke 
than offended at the affiront^ '* I am now convinced 
you are Ben Jonson.'' 

The late Lord Willoughby db Broke. 

278. The late Lord Willoughby de Broke was a 
very singular character, and had more peculiarities 
than any nobleman of his day. Coming once out of 
the House of Peers, and seeing his servant among 
those who were waiting at the door, he ealled out in 
a "Very loud voice, " Where can my fellow be ?"— 
^^ Not in Europe," said Anthony Henley, who hap- 
pened to be near him ; ^^ not in Europe.'^ 

The late Lord Audley. 

279. The late Mr. Philip Thicknesse, 0tffaer of 
Lord Audley, being in want of money, applied to 
his son for assistance. This being dnw^, he imme- 
diately hired a cobler's stall, directly opposite his 
fo^dship'ft houM, and pnt up a boards on which wasi 
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in^ciibecl, in lar^ letters, *' Boots uid shoes mended 
in tbe best and cheapest manner, by Philip Thick- 
nesse, father to Lord Audley. His lordship took the 
hinty and the board was removed. 

Lord Braco. 
280. Lord Braco, one of the ancestors of 'he Earl 
of Fife, was noted for his economy. Walking one 
day down the avcnne that led from his honse, he saw 
a farthing lying at his feet, which he took up and 
earefally cleaned. A beggar passing at the same 
timcy entreated liis lordship would give him the far- 
thing, saying, it was not worth a nobleman's atten- 
ticm. ** Fin* a farthing to yoursel', puir body," re- 
plied bis lordsbip^nd carefully pat the coin into his 
breeches pocket. 

The late Lord Thurlow. 
2811 Lord Thurlow was one day riding along with 
a fanner at Dulwich, of whom he used to take some 
notice, and eonsult about agricultm*al matters ; when 
the firmer ventured to ask, how politics were? 
" Hang politics," said he, " I hate thcnl.'' Soon 
after, his lordsliip asked the farmer, what he thought 
. of a jfield of wheat f hey were passing. *' Hang farm- 
ing," said he, " 1 hate it" 

Anonymous and Miscellaneous. 
282. As drank as an owl, as drunk as a sow, m 
drunk as a beggar, as drunk as the devil, as drunk as 
a lord. These are the principal comparisons of 
drunkenness, and the c^Ioitation is as follows: — a 
man is as drunk as an owl, when he cannot see ; he 
,is as drnnk as a beggar, when he is very impudent; 
he is ai. drunk as the devil, when he is inclined to' 
mischief; and as drunk as a lord, when he is every 
thing that is bftd. 

1^3* An earl marshal being told b>' a king, that 
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some of the armngements for his coronation had noi 
been sufficiently attended to, hunibiy answered, 
** May it please yoar majesty, I shall endeavour U> 
correct these faults next time." 

284t A jockey lord met his old 'college tutor at a 
great horse fair. *^ Ah! doctor/' exclamied the 
peer, " nhat brings you here among these high-bred 
cattle ? Do you think you can distinguish a horse 
from an fl«?"— ** My lord," replied the tutor, « I soon 
perceived jfou among these horses.'' 

285. A proud, but ignorant peer, observing one 
day at a table, that a 'person, eminent tor his know- 
ledge and abilities, was intent on choosing the deli> 
cacies before him, said, '* What! do philosophers 
love dainties?" — ^*' Why not?" replied the scholar. 
^* Do you tlilnk, my lord, that the good things of this 
world Were made only for blockheads l^ 

286. A baronef, wlio was a great amateur, and 
even a practitioner, in boxing and wrestling, was 
proud of imparting his knowledge to such as con- 
sulted him in those svbUme sciences. A nobleman in 
his vicinity, happening to call on him, they took a 

•walk in the garden, when the baronet started his fs^- 
vourite topic. The peer, full of politeness, said he 
should like to see a specimen of his skill. Without 

n^re invitation. Sir suddenly seized him from 

behind, and threw him over his head. His lordship, 
as soon as he could recover his feet, appeared all in a 
flame at the fall he had received. The gravity of the 
baronet was not to be altered. ** M.y dear lord," said 
he, ** this is a proof of my great friendship for yon. 
I have never before shewn this master-stroke to anj 
person living." 

287. Some years ago a noble peer, well known at 
$t James's for his unremitting assidnities, meeting 
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witb one of his old college companions, who had 
turned farmer^ thus accosted him : ** Why don't you 
learn to please? Yon would then be no longer 
obliged 1o H?e by the labour of your hands.'' — ** And 
why," answered the farmer, " do younotleam to 
work ? You would then be no longer a $IaoeJ' 

288. A person wishing to solicit a faTour from a 
noble lord, of a mind snporior to most, be«^an to ad* 
dress bim in a strain of flattery. His lordship ob- 
ier¥ed, that he little understood him if he thought 
flattery would gain his point *' My lord,'* answered 
tbe petitioner, successfully, " you are the only per- 
lon I ever met with proof agaiuA flattery/' 

289. A nobleman invited a party to dine ; and the 
eompany assembled aboiit seven o'clock, the hour 
appointed, and waited, for bim till they all began to 
discover symptoms of errnm and oscitancy. At last 
tiie noble host made his appearance, coolly looked 
at his watch, and ordered dinner ; and as coolly said, 
addressing himself to the half-famished circle, *^ I 
hope you don't think me late, I am just come from 
the Opera, where I only staid long enough to hear 
Catalani sing her first song. I had a great mind to 
mcore the charming creature ; bat it is disagreeable 
to make one's company wait, so I denied myself that 
pleasure on your account!" 

' 290. A certain well knovm Scottish eari, whose 
brother was Chancellor of Britain not quite a cen- 
tnry ago, remarked one day, in conversation with 

i/br. D m of L- o, that his mother had left a 

very large fortune to her children. " Is it possible," 
sand Mr. D. '^ I never beard that she had a large 
fortune to leave T — ** Yes, sir," replied hi« lordship, 
gravely, *' she left them a vei^ lai^e uUelUduml foit- 
tnne P— " Tiue, my lord," said Mr. D. " I now per- 
fectly understand you, and ihe acted as every pra- 
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dent mother' ongbt, — she left Iter whole fortune to her 
younger children,*^ 

291. At tlic end of the avenue on the road side 
leading to the Earl of B***n's house at «***♦•»/; 
there are two stone pillars on which is engraved the - 
following distich : — 

" Placidam sub lihertate qidetem,,^ 

A countrjman, wlio stood gazing on the inscrip- 
tion, was accosted by the noble proprietor, who 
asked Hodge if he understood the meaning of the 
lines. " O yes,*' replied the "waggish fellow, " I keu 
it well — it means, that travellers are far more wel- 
come to pass by, than to go up the avenue." 

292. Soon after one of Mr. Pitt*s batch of peers, 
one of the persons newly ennobled happened to ob- 
serve, Uiat autliors were often very ridiculous in the 
titles tliey gave.—" That/' said Mr. Sheridan, " is 
an error from which even kings appear not to be 
exempt." 

293. Mr. Pope being at dinner with a noble duke, 
had his own servant in livery waiting on him: the 
duke asked him, why he, that eat mostly at other 
people*s tables, should be such a fool as to keep 
a fellow in livery only to laugh at him ?" — " 'Tis true," 
answered the poet ; — " I keep but one to laugh at 
mc^ but your grace has the honour to keep a dozen.*^ 

294. A nobleman telling the husband of a lady 
remarkably beautiful, that he could never look tit his ' 
wife without breaking the tenth commandment, 
" Your lordship," replied the gentleman, " h wel- 
come to break the tenth commandment as oflen as 
you please, provided you do not breftk the seventh." 

295. 3V^r. Gifford one day shewed a copy of rerscs 
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Le had JQ9t written, to a nobleman of rather dull 
comprehension. The nobleman, in reading them,, 
said, ^* Here are things I don't nnderstand.*'— . 
'* That's not my faulty'' Mtid the satirist 

296. A certain nobleman, who had not the charac- 
ter of being very eoorageonsy one day asked a miser 
what pleasure he experienced in hoarding ap sa 
many guineas and not making use of them ? '* I 
find as many charms in them,^ replied the miser, 
^ as you do in carrying a sword." 

297. A great lord and a gentleman walking to- 
gether, there came a boy by leading a calf with both 
his hands. Says the lord to the gentleman, ** You 
shall see me make the boy let go his calf.'' So sav- 
ing, he came towards him, thinking that the boy 
woul4 poll off his hat, but he took no notice of him. 
The lord seeing that, *' Sirrah," says he, '' do you 
not know me, that you use no reTcrence?" — " Yes,*^ 
says the boy ; *' if your lordship will hold my caUf, I 
wiU {mH ofi' my hat" 

298. A certain earl having beaten Anthony Hen- 
ley, at Tunbridge, for some impertinence, the next 
day found .Henley beating another person. The 
peer €;on9ratulated Henley on his acquisition of spi- 
Ht ** O, my lord !" replied Henley, '* your lordship 
and I know who to beat" 

299. liord M n of the kingdom of Ireland, 

with no very large portion of either wit or wisdom, 
had a ver}* exalted opinion of his own powers. When 
once in a large company, ttnd expatiating about him- 
self, lie made the following pointed remark: — ** When 
I hs^pen to say a feolish thing, 1 always burst eut a 
laughing,** 1 envy you your happiness, my lord,' 
then," said Charles Townsend, ** fbr you mtst cier-' 

* tainly live the merripst JtfeM any man in Europe." 

K ' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



98 , CLERICAL. 

300. ^A noble lord having given a grand gala, his 
tailor made one among the company, whom hi3 lord- 
sljip walked up to, and accosted in the following 
manner : " My dear sir, I recollect your face, but 
cannot remember your name ;'' to which address the 
tailor whispered in answer, " I made yoitr breeches :" 
his lordship, taking him by the hand, said aloud^ 
** Major Bridget^ I am very glad to see you.'' 



CHAP. IV. 



CLERICAL. 

TiLLOTsoN, Archbishop op Canterbury* 
dOl. Sir John Trevor, who for some misdemeui* 
or^, had been expelled the house of eommons, one 
day meeting with Archbishop Tillotson, cried out^ 
*^ I hate to see an atheist in the shape of a church- 
man." — " And I,'* replied the good bishop, •• hate to 
see a knave in any shi^pe.'* 

King, Archbishop op Dublin. 
302. Dr. King, who had been manyyeani avoli- 
bishop of Dublin, and had been long cetebrated for 
his (vit and learning, when Dr. Lindsey, the primate 
of Ireland, died, claimed the primacy, as a prefer- 
ment to which he had a right from his station in the 
sec of Dublin, and his acknowledged character in ^o 
church. Neither of these pretensions was admitted. 
He was looked upon as too far advanced in yeari t9 
be removed. The reaion alleged was as mortifying as 
the refusal ; but the aUDhbishop had no opportuni^ 
qf shewing his resjsiitment, except to the new prn 
mate. Dr. Boulter ; whom he recdved in his own 
house, and in bis dtaiiiig-paiioiir; witheat rinng from 



d by Google 



CLERICAL. 99 

his chair ; sayiog, by way of apology, with his accus- 
tomed sarcastic sneer on his countenance, ^ My lord, 
1 am certain you will forgive me, because your grace 
knows Itmtoo old to rite J* , 

Grossette, Bishop of Lincoln. 

303. Grossette, Bishop of Lincohi, had a brother, a 
farmer, who was very ambitious, and asked him to 
take him from his humble occupation and promote 
him to some high office. '* Brother/* said the bishop, 
^' if your plough is broken, I will, pay for mending it; 
if one of your oxen should die, I will give you money 
to bay another ; but a fiu-mer I {ound you, and a 
fiurmer I will leave you,'' 

Bonner, Bishop of London. 

304, When Henry VIII. proposed to send Bishop 
Bonner to France, in a diplomatic capacity, the king 
told him that he must speak to the Gallic monarch in 
a very lofty tone, at the same time telling him what 
be should say. ** Plaase your majesty/' quoth the 
bishop, '* if 1 should hold such haughty language, the 
French king, in all probability, would order my head 
to be chopped off/' — *' If he dared to do such a 
thing/' cried Harry, ** I would chop off the heads of 
ten tiiousand Frenchmen for it." — " lYue," said the 
prelate ; ** hut perhaps not any one of these heads 
voald £t my shoulders." 

Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of Down. 
306. When Jeremy Taylor was introduced to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who, from the report of 
his excellent talents in preaching (tliough he was 
then very young,) desired to see him, he was told by 
the prelate, that his extreme youth was a bar to his 
present employment. " If jour grace/' replied Tay^ 
lor, " will excuse me this taolt, I promise, if I livp, 
^ iiien4 it" 

%^ 
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BuBNET, Bishop of Salisbury. 
306. Bishop Burnet, every body has heard of, bat 
few are acquainted with hi« reaJ character; -his ene- 
mies have made him a worse man than he was ; his 
friends perhaps a better. Be this as it will, in his 
charges to the clergy, he shewed a great deal of 
disinterested integrity, by vehemently exclaiming 
against pluralities, as a most sacrilegious robbery of 
the revenues of Ae church ; a remarkable effect of 
his zeal upon tins subject may not be improper to be 
here related. In his first visitation at Salisbury, he 
urged the authority of St. Bernard, who being con- 
sulted by one of his followers whether he might 
not accept of two beneHces, replied in the negative. 
^^ I intend," answered the priest, " to officiate in one 
of them by a deputy.'* — ^** Wilt your deputy be 
damn*d for you too?" cried the saipt ** Believe me, 
you may serve your cure by proxy, but you must be 
danm*d in person.'* This expression so affected Mr. 
Kelsey, a pious and worthy clergyman there present, 
that he immediately resigned the rectory of Bemer- 
ton, in Berkshire, worth 2001. a-year, which he then 
held with one of equal value, l^his Christian act of 
self-denial was not, however, without its reward: 
for though their principles in church matters were 
▼ery opposite, yet the bishop conceived such an es- 
teem for him, from this action, that he not only pre- 
▼ailed with the chapter to elect fairn^ canon, but lik^ 
wise made him Archdeacon of Sarum, and gave him 
one of the best prebends in his church. 

Bull, Bishop ov StJ David*s. 
SOT. At the restoration of Charles 11. Dr. BnH, 
afterwards bishop of St David'ik who had zealously 
•supported the royal cause in the time of the rebellion, 
ivas presented by the- king witii the grant of his for- 
fticr living, whidi the chancellor Hyde made some 
•difficulty to confirm. I'he doctor found his pocket 
exhausted by this delay, but being a man of wit, and 
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|uM>wiBg 4he kiiig^B hamoar, he took occasion one 
day to toll him that he had just had his pocket picked, 
and that he had not a shilling left. *' Welt/' said 
the king, ** and can't jrou tell the thief r—** Why,*' 
replied finll, *' if I may speak the truth, I have 
caught your majesty's hand in it,'* and out he pulled 
the grant *^ Cod's fish !" says the king, ** are you 
not yet presented to your living?" — ^^ No,'* replied 
JBull, '^ nor ever shall with your chancellor's leave." 
On this the king gave him a grant of a better prefer- 
ment, virhich was then yaeimt, vrith a peremptory 
octler to the chancellor to present himl When be 
waited on his lordship, the- chancel lor asked him bh 
name, *' Bull," answered he. ^ BullV* said the chan- 
cellor, " where ara your boms?" — ** Please your hon- 
our,'' replied BuU^ ^ the 1iom» always go along wit% 
^e hjfdeJ' 

ttoDGH. Bishop of Worcester. 
306. Doctor Hough, some time since Bishop of 
Worcester, who was as remarkable for the evenness 
of his temper as for many other good qualities, hav- 
ing a great deal of company at bis house, a gentleman 
present desired bis lordship to shew him ^ curious 
weather-glass which the bishop had lately purchased, 
and which cost him above thirty guineas. The ser^ 
Tant was accordingly desired to bring it in ; but, in de- 
fivering it to the gentleman, he accidentally let it fall, - 
and broke it to pieces. The company were all a lit- 
tle deranged at tlie accident, and the gentleman, 
whose curiosity bad been in some measure the cause 
of the misfortune, began to make a thousand apolo- 
gies. ** Be under no concern, my dear sir," said the 
bishop, smiling, '^ I think it is rather a lucky omen; 
we have hitherto had a dry season, and I hope we 
shall have some rain ; tor I protest I do not remenir 
ber ever to havd seen the glass so low,** 

Louth, Bishop of Londok. 
' 309, Whtti the furor raged in the lblrtiTe'confr<^ 
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Yen^, mgifated between Doctors Kenicot and Lonth, 
reltttiTe to the propriety of the Hebrew language, 
they accidentally met in company, and, with great 
asperity, attacked each other. ** I am informed,** 
-says Kenicot, ** credibly informed, that you haye as- 
jierted, positiirely asserted, that I am, with respect to 
Hebrew, very ignorant*' — " I don't recollect,'* rejoin- 
ed Louth, ** that 1 ever asserted, positively asserted, 
that— but, sir, I ahoa^ thought it*' 

RuNDLc, Bishop of Derby. 

310. Queen Caroline pressed Bishop Bundle to 
tell her of her faults. •* If it so please your majes- 
ty," said he, " I will tell you of one. Persons come 
firom all parti of the kingdom to see your majesty 
wbeityon attend Wkitechapel chapel ; it is therefore 
to be lamented, that you talk so much to the kin|^ 
during divine service."— **^ Thank you, my lord bi- 
i«hop," said the queen ; ** now tell n»e of another of my 
faults."—*' That I will do," said he, " with great 
pleasure at some future time; but first correct that 
1 have just mentioned." 

* Dean Swift. 

311. The Dean once preached a charity sermon at 
St. Patrick's, Dublin, the length of which disgusted 
many of his auditors ; which, coming to hi» know- 

, ledge, and it (ailing to his lot soon alter to prvach 
another sermon of tiic like kind in the &amc place, 
be took special care to avoid falling into the formrr 
error. His text was, ** He that hath i>ity ui>ou tha 
poor lendeth unto the Lord, and that wliich he hath 
given will he pay him again." The Dean, aQer re- 
peating his text in a more than commonly emphati- 
cal tone, added, ** Now, my beloved brethren, you 

'hear tlie terms of this loan ; if you like the security 
down with your dust" It is worthy of remark, that 
the quaintness and brevity of this sermon produced 
a very laigie contributioiL 
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312. Another story of tkii hmnoroiii dhrioe if as 
foHoM's : dnring the government of B^nlcely and Gal- 
M-ay, who were jointly lords jastices of Ireland, t%ro 
livings, Larcor and Kathbeggan, were bestowed 
upon Mr. Swift ; and as soon as he had taken posses- 
sion of them, he went to reside at Larcor, and gave 
public notice to his parishioners, that he would read 
prayers every Wednesday and Friday. Upon Hn 
subseqnent Wednesday the bell was rung, and the 
rector attended in his desk, when, after having sat 
some time, and finding the congregation to consist 
only of himself and his clerk Roger, he began with 
great composure and gravity, bat with a torn pecn- 
Bar to himself, " Dearly beloved Roger, the scrip- 
tare moveth yon and me in sundry places,'' and then 
proceeded regoHurly through fhe whole service. 

3 1*3. A tailor, grown tired of his slK^hoard, where 
he had long been hatching fanatical innovations, look 
a bold spnng from his seat to the pulpit, and soon ae- 
quired great popularity verhosi* jfropAtf, bj loqoadons 
canting. Elated with the fuccess of his harangues 
among the swinUih mMtude^e took it into his head 
to attempt the conversion of the dean of St Patrick's 
to the true faith. Swift, who was veiy easy of access, 
one morning while in his study, saw, through a glasS- 
door which opened into the antt-chamber, his foot- 
man conducting the tailor, who had a great BMe 
under his arm, and who, on being admitted, thus an- 
nounced his purpose : '* I am eome," said he, '' by 
order of the Lord, te open your eyes, to enlighten 
your darkness, and to teach you the proper applica- 
tion of talents which ^eu have to long abustll^^*— 
^^ Indeed, my good friend," replied the dean, who 
knew the tailor, '' I am incHned to belieye that you 
are commissioiied by Heaven, as you come so critic 
eally to relieve the perplexed state of mv mind at 
this v«ry instant" 'The tailor already exnned in the! 
eMtaintyofioceeis. ^ Y«a «« weU acfwdBled, b9 
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dovH'' contmned SwiCt, '' witii that passage in tlie 
tenth chapter ^f the Revelation of St. John, where 
he describes a mighty angel coming down from hea- 
ven, with a rainbqw on his head, a book open in his 
hand, and setting his right foot on the sea, and his 
left foot on the earth. I am quite at a loss how to 
calculate the extent of such a stride ; but I know it 
lnunediately lies in the line of your trade to tell me, 
how many yards of cloth would make a pair of 
]l)reeches for that angel V The tailor's confusion could 
poly he equalled by the precipitancy of his retreat. 

Dr. Rennel^ Dean of Winchester. 

314. " How strange it ^is," said a lady,. " that far 
shionabie parties should be called raiUs I Why rout 
formerly signified the defeat of an army, and when 
the soldieiv were all put to flight or to the sword, 
th€|y were said to be routed." — " This title has sqme 
propriety ' too," said Doctor Rennell, *♦ for at these 
ineetings whole families are frequently routed out of 
funue md home,^' 

315. Lord G- , Over the entrance of a beaur 

tiful grotto, had caused this inscription to be placed^, 
^* Let nothing enter here but what is good." Dr. 
Bennel, the Master of the Temple, who was walking 
pver the grounds, asked, with much point, " Thei| 
where does his lordship entlsr Y' 

Dr. South. 
310. Dr. South, when he resided at Caversham, in 
Oxfordshire, was, one very co)d winter's morning, 
oaVed put of his bed to marry a couple who were 
tb6n waiting at church. He hurried on liis habili- 
meatSy and went shivering to the chvrch ; but seeing 
pnly an old man of seventy, and a woman about the 
Mine age, he asked his clerk in a pet — Where th« 
bride and hridegroora were? and what those old 
44k«WMited? Tire oU|l man replied, that they «amo 
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there to be married. He looked sternly M tbeai, 
and exclaimed, " Married I*' — *^ Yes, MMtrriid^* said 
the old man, hastily, ** better marry than do worse.^ 
— " Get you gone, you silly old fools," said the doc- 
tor ; ^* get home and do your worst ;" and then hn^ 
bl^d out of the church, abusing his clerk for dutoii^ 
ing him on so silly an occasion. 

317. Dr. South, when he once preached before 
Charles II. (who was not Tery often in ^ churdi) ob- 
serving that the monarch and all his attendants began 
to nod, and, as nobles are common men when they are 
asleep, that some of them soon after snored, he lnt>ke 
off his sermon, and caHed out, '* My Lord Lander- 
dale, let me entreat you larbuse yourself; you snore 
80 hmd that you will wake the king!*' 

318. When doctors Sherlock and South had some 
controi^ersy on a theologicai subrfeet, &e former ac- 
cused the latter of using wit in the debate. South 
drily repHed — ^That if it had pleased God to make 
him ij)r, Sherlock) a wit, he wish^ to know what 
he would have done. 

319. This witty preacher* began one of hiis ser- 
mons to a grave congregation in these words : ** The 
wages of sin is death. Poor wages, alas ! that a man 
can^t live by." 

320. On another day, preaching before Chailes the 
Second, he quoted • the following text : " And it 
came to pass that the devil entered into a herd of 
«wiiie, which ran victeutly down a steep hill into the 
sea." On which he remarked, "It is no wonder 
4hey should do so, for they must needs go, whom the 
devil drives,*' 

Dr. Basil Kbnnet. 
^21. The late Reverend Basil Kemiei wm once 
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i in aman of war ; and as his lot was to nies« 
^ bis brother officers, he found they were so ad* 
dieted -to the impious and nonsensical vice of swear- 
ing, that he thought it not becoming his character to 
continue an> longer among them, unless he could 
prevail upon them to leave it off; but conceiving, at 
the same time, that any grave remonstrance wMild 
have but little effect^ he bethought liimself of a stra- 
tagem which might answer his purpose. One of the 
cx>nipany having entertained the rest with a story 
agreeable enough in itself, but so interrupted and 
perplexed with damme! blood and wounds! and 
auch liiie expletives, as made it extremely ridiculous, 
Mr. Kennet then began a story himself, which he 
made both entertaining and instructive, but inter- 
larded it with the words bottle, pot, and glass, at 
every sentence. The gentleman, who was the most 
given to the silly vice, fell a laughing at Mr. Kennet^ 
with a great air of contempt " Why,'* said he, 
** damme, doctor, as to your story, it is well enough ; 
but what the devil have we to do with your d — —-4 
bottle, pot, and glass r Mr. Kennet veiy calmly 
replied, '' Sir, I nnd you can observe what is ridicu- 
lous in me, which you cannot discover in yourself; 
and, therefore, ^ou ought not to be offended at my 
expletives in discourse any more than at your own.^ 
•— *' Oh, damme, parson,^' said the officer, '* I smoke 
you ; you shall not hear me swear another oath whilst 
I am in your company/' 

Dr. Young. 
322. Dr. Young was onee on a party of pleasure 
with a few ladies, going up by water to Yauxhall, 
and he amused them vnth a tune on the German 
flute. Behind him several officers were also in a 
boat, rowing for the same place, and soon came 
alongside the boat in which were the doctor and his 
part^. The doctor, who was never conceited of his 
fUyu^;, put Uf his flute on ihm approach. One of 
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fte officers instantly asked why he ceased to play, or 
pat up his flote? ** For the same reason," said he, 
'* that I took it out— to please myseif." The son of 
Mars very peremptoriJy rejoined — Tbat if he did B«t 
instantly take ont his flute, and continue his music, 
he woukl throw him into the lliames. The doctor, 
in order to allay the fears of the ladies, pocketed the 
insalt^ and continued to play all the way up the river. 
During the evening, however, he observed the oflloer 
by himself in one of the walks, and makings up to 
Mm, said, vrith great coolness, ** It was, sir, to avoid 
interrupting the harmony either of my company t>r 
yoor's, that I complied with your arrogant demand*; 
but that you may be satisfied courage may be found 
under a black coat as well as under a red one, I ex- 
pect that you will meet me to-morrow morning, 
without any second, the quarrel being entirely Atb'i' 
wnuJ^ The doctor further covenanted, that the 
affair should be decided by swords. To all these 
conditions the officer assented. The duellists met ; 
but the moment the officer took the ground, the doc- 
tor pulled out a horse-pistol. ** What !" said the 
officer, ** do you intend to assassinate mef — ** No,** 
lepHed the doctor; '' but you shall instantly put up 
your sword and dance a minuet, otherwise you are a 
dead man.'' The officer began to bluster, but Ae 
doctor was resolute, and he was obliged to comply* 
" Now," said Young, " you forced me to play 
against my will, and I have made you dance against 
your's ; we are therefore again on a level ; and, 
whatever other satisfaetton you may require, I am 
ready to give it,** The officer, convinced of tjie im- 
propriety of his conduct, immediately begged his 
antagonist's pardon, and they afterwards hved on 
very frifiiidly terms. 

323. Dr. Young was once going down mto the 
eeantry, to viat his friend Archdeacon Potter, but, 
in crossing a idd near the ardtdeacon's house, his 
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bone nearly fouBdered, owiug to the cla> isli heh^n^ 
IUM8 of the soil. A little after his arrival, the doctor 
asked his friend^ wboee field that was: ^* Tis mine/' 
Slid the other. ^ I thought so/' answered the doc- 
tor ;'' ^tis PotkmfiMUkhwy strangers tV 

Pr. Robbrt Hediry. 

324. Hie Reverend Doctors Henry and M'Kufgbt 
were colleagues in the old church of Edinburgh. 
One Sunday, when it was Dr. M'Knight's turn to 
preach, he bad got himself very much wetted by a 
heavy rain, and was standing t>efbre the session- 
Toom fire, drying hia clothes, when Dr. Henry came 
in, who be requested would that day take his ptoce, 
as he bad escaped the shower. ** No, sir/' replied 
the doctor, *' preach yourself; you will be dry enough 
iMthepuipitJ* 

Dr. Parr. 

325. Of a certain preacher, who, from early extra- 
▼agance, had been what the sheriff's officers call a 
hitte #Ay, and, from a slight weakness in head, a 
Utile obscure, Dr. Parr wittily said, that ** six days he 
was ifudiiUe, and onihe seventh ineompreheniible.** 

326. Dr. Parr was not very delicate in the choice of 
his expressions, when heated by argument of con- 
tradictiou. He once called a clergyman a fool, who^ 
indeed, was little better. The clergyman said, be 
would complain of this usage to the bishop. ** Do.'' 
said the doctor, ** and my lord bishop will eenfirm 
you." 

Archdeacon Paley. 

327. Dr. Vernon, now Archbishop of York, a pre- 
late distinguished by the most pleasant affatbili^ of 
manners, had succeeded, in 1790, amidst a round of 
ecclesiastical promotions, to the see of Carlisle, 
Mr. Paley vacated Dabton, on being collated, by 
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lin new diocesloi, to the ykarage of Stanwix, in the 
more immediate ndghbourliood of CSarliile. Beings 
ailterwards asked by a clerical friend, why be quitted 
Dakton, be answered with a frankness peculiar to 
him, for he knew no deceit: — *^ Why, sir, I had two 
or three reasons for takings Stanwix in exchange : 
first, it saved me double housekeeping, as Stanwix 
was within twenty minutes walk of my boose in Car- 
lisle ; seamdhj, it was fifty pounds a year more in 
Talue ; and tkirdfy, I began to find my stock of ser- 
mons coming over again too fast." 

328. A lady once observed to Dr. Paley, at a card- 
table, at Lincoln — ^That the only excuse for their 
playing was that it served to kill time. — ^* The best 
defence possible, madam,*' replied he, ** though time 
wlllin the end kill us.'' 

329. The first time that Mr. Pitt went to Cam- 
bridge, after his election as member for the univer- 
sity, the sophs were rmtu rally gaping for the good 
things in his gift. Dr. Faley, who preached before 
the young minister, chose- tliis appropriate text: 
** There is a lad here that bath two barley loaves and 
three small fishes; but what are these among so 
many." 

Rev, William Burritt. 

330. Mr. William Bnrkitt, author of a Practical 
Exposition of the New Testament, and other religi- 
ous books, was a facettous man. He was educated 
at Cambridge, and afterwards became minister of 
Dedham in Essex. Going one Sunday to church 
from the lecture house, he met an old Cambridge 
friend^ who was coming to give him a call before ser- 
mon. After the accustomed salutations, Burkitt told 
his firiend, that as he had intended him the favour of 
a Tisit, his parishioners would. expect the favour of a 
sermon. Tne clergyman excused himself, by saying 

L 
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lie had no Bermcm with him ; bat, on looking at Bur- 
jkitfs pocket, and perceiving a corner of his sermon- 
book, he drew it gently out, and pat it in his own 
pocket The gentleman then said with a smile, 
** Well, I will agree to preach for yon/' He did so, 
and preached Burkitf s sermon. He, howcTcr, ap« 
peared lo great disadvantage after his fraud, for he 
had a voice rough and nntunefnl, whereas Bnrkitt's 
was remarkably melodious. *' Ah !'' said Bnrkitt to 
him archly, after sermon, as he was approaching him 
in the vestry, *' you was but half a.rogue ; you stolo 
vdj fiddle, but you could not steal my fiddlestick." 

Rev. Mr* Patten. 
331. A grotesque instance of the sudden power of 
gratitude, is shewn in a modem Kentish anecdote 
^perfectly well attested. A parson of Whitstable, 
named Patten, was well known in his own neigh- 
bourhood as a man of great oddity, great humour, 
and equally great extravagance. Once standing in 
need of a new wig, his old one defying all farther as- 
sistance of art, he went over to Canterbury, and 
applied to a barber, young' in the business, to 
make him one. The tradesman, who was just going 
to dinner, b^ged the honour of bis new customer's 
company at his. meal, to wliich Patten most readily 
consented. After dinner a large bowl of punch was 
produced, and. the happy gpiest, with equal readiness, 
joined in its demolition. When it was out, the bar- 
J»er was proceeding to business, and began to handle 
his measure, when Mr. Patten desired him to desist, 
saying he should not make his wig. " Why nqt T' 
cxdauned the honest host, " have I done any thing 
to offend you, sir 7"^'' Not in the least," replied the 
guest, '* I find yon are a very honest, good-natnfed 
fellow ; so I will take somebody else in. Had you 
made it, you would never have been paid for iV^ 

332. Beio^ one time at tlie house of a brother cler- 
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gjnmikt who shewed him a very nomerous ooQection 
of books,^ in yariouB languages. Patten asked htm 
whetii^ he understood them all ? The answer being 
in the affirmative, he rejoined, ** Snrely, surely, bro-- 
tber, yon must have had yoiu- head broken with a ' 
faiick from the tower of Babel/^ 

333. When Dr. Wake was Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, some tale-bearer infonned his grace, that Mr, 
Patten had given a marriage certificate, which he had 
sigi^ by the title of Bishop of Whitstable. At thc^ 
next Tisitatimi the archbishop sternly asked Mr. P, 
" Whether the report was trueV* To which Patten 
lulled, '' I shall answer your grace's question by 
aootber-^jlrtf yeu fool enough to take notice of it, tf 
itber 

334. He' was so much averse to the Athanasiaii 
creed, that he never would read it Archbishop 
Secker> having been informed of his recusancy sent 
the archdeacon to ask him bis reason. *< I do not- 
heiiere it,'^ said the {Miest *' But your metropolitan 
doesy" replied the archdeacioi. ^* It may be so/' re- 
joined Mr. Patten, *< and h^ can well afford it. Ho 
believQs at the rate of teifen thou$and a year, and I 
only at that ot ./J%." 

, 335. The same prelate, during Patten *s last illness,. 
sent bim ten guineas, by his archdeacon, to whom 
he mad^ the tollowing acknowledgment ; — '^ Thank 
his gra^^e most heartily, and tell him, Now I know 
he \» a man ^f Ckfdy for I have seen his angeliJ* 

LaWRENCB ST£RKE. 

. 336. 1S» following incident, which od^urred at an 
caiiy period of Mr. Sterne's literary career, eontri* 
bated muc^ to establish his reputation for wit. There 
was a^ cofiee-jroo^ in the principal inn at Yoik, whtoro 
g^ntleipen who frequented the house might read th« 
L 2 
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newspapers : one of the greatest enjoyments of Yo- 
rick's life was spending an inoffensiye hoar in a shag 
corner of this room. There was a troop of horse at 
that time quartered in the city, one of the officers of 
which, a gay young man, spoiled by the free educa- 
tion of the world, but not destitute of many good 
qualities, was remarkable for his freedom of con- 
versation and pointed reflections upon the clergy. 
The modest Yorick was, therefore, often constrained 
to hear toasts he could not approve, and conversa- 
tions shocking to the ear of delicacy, and was fre- 
quently obliged to move his seat, or pretend deafness. 
The captain resolving this conduct should no longer 
avail him, seated himself by Yorick, so as to prevent 
his retreat-, and immediately began a profane indecent 
tale, at the expense of the clerical profession, with- 
his eyes fixed steadfastly on Yoricjc, who pretended 
jfor «ome time not to notice his ill manners ; when 
that became impossible, he turned to the military in- 
truder, and gravely said, ** Sir, I'll now tell you my 
story : — my father is an officer, and is so brave him- 
self, that he is fond of every tMng else that is brave, 
even his dog: you must know we have at this time one 
of the finest creatures in the world of this kind ; the 
most spirited, yet the best-natured that can be ima- 
gined ; so lively that he charms every body : bnt he 
has a trick that throws a strong shade over all his good 
qualities." — '* Pray what may that be f interrogated 
the officer. " He never sees a clergyman but he in- 
stantly flies at him," answeredYorick. "/How loi^ has 
he had that trick?"—" Why, sir,'* replied Ae divine, 
with a significant look, " ever since he was a puppy** 

Rev. John Carter. 
337. IVlr. John Carter, the incumbent of Bramford, 
in Sufiblk, who had a great share of learning, and no • 
leas modesty to conceal it, dining among others, of the 
clergy at an alderman's houie in Ipswich, one of the 
company ibpasted of his own extraordinary geniua 
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and knowledge, and defied any one ^esent to start 
a qaeBtion in theoJogy or pbikMopfay, to wbicli lie 
could not give a ready and a^satisfaotory anfwer. 
All present were silent for a time ; and wImb Mr. 
Carter saw that no one else would accept tbis arro* 
gant challenge, he said, **My plate famishes me 
with a qnestion to pose yon. Hero is a fish that has 
always lived in sait water; pray teU nie^ why be 
should come out a fresb fish, and 9ot a salt one f ' 
This short question put the impertinent babbler to 
silence, and he was exposed to tbe derision of all the 
company. 

Rev, Mr, Ooilvt. 
' 338. IVIr. Ogilvy, a Scottish clergyman, at Lnnan, 
ijfi F<Nrfarshire, had a great de^ of eccentridly. One 
Sunday, when he was in the middle of his sermon, 
an old woman, who kept an alehouse in the parish^ 
fell asleep. Her neighbouf jogged her^ in order to 
wa^e her. The parson seeing this cried oat, ^ Vtk 
waken her, I wairant you. — ^Phew! — (whisthng)-^ 
J^et^ a bottle of ale and a dram V* To which well- 
known salutation she instinctiyely replied^ '* Coming, 
shr.'' 

Rbv. Mr. Suckling 

339. Mr.Snckling, a clergyman of Norfolk, hay* 
ing a qiianrel with a neighbouring gentleman, who in- 
sulted him, and at last told him, '' Doctor, your gown 
is your protection ;" replied, " It may be mine, shr, 
but it sMl not be your*s ;** pulled it oS, and tiureriied 
the aggresscNT. 

John Hornb Tooke. 

340. Home Tooke when he was in orders, after 
the ceremony of marrying a Quaker, demanded five 
killings as bis dqe. *^ How dost thou prove from 
scripture," said the Quaker, '*' that thou ougfatest to 
have from me sacb a share of earthly mamiiMmr-r 

L a 
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« Whjr/' replied «ie wit, " I takeit for granted, that 
the person you have just been married to, is a woman 
of good charaoter^; and Solomon, in his proverbs, 
obsenres, that ** a virtuous woman is a crown to her 
hasband.*' The Quaker paid the money. 

* Daniel "Burgess. 

341. The celebrated Daniel Burgess dining with a 
gentleman of his congregation, a large, Cheshire 
cheese, uncut, was brought to table. " Where shall 
lent it?" asked Daniel. "Anywhere you please, 
Mr. Burgess,", answered the gentleman. Upon 
which Daniel handed it to the servant, desiring him 
to carry it to his house, and he would cut it at home. 

- 342. An hour-glass is still placed on some of the 
pulpits in country churches. Daniel Burgess, of . 
whimsical memory, never preached without one, and 
he frequently saw it oiu three times during one ser- 
mon, in a discourse which he once delivered at the 
conventicle in Russel-court, against drunkenness, 
some of his hearers began to yawn at the end of the 
second glass, but Daniel was not to be silenced by 
a yawn; he turned his time-keeper, and altering the 
tone of his voice, desired they would be patient a while 
longer, for he ha# much more to say upon the sin' of 
drunkenness: "Therefore,*' added he, "my breth- 
wn, we will have another glass, and then — .** 

George Whitfield. 
843. The Rev. Mr. Whitfield once preaching in 
the tabernacle, in the middle of his sermon stopped 
'short and said, " Perhaps, my friends, you may think 
/ ramble ; but if you will ramble to tlie devil I must 
ramble aiiter you." 

Rowland Hill. 
344. When Rowland Hill was erecting his chapel 
In Blftokftiars Road, many of his congregtition re* 
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sorted to a Baptist's rneetin^-honsc in that nei^IAonr- 
faood ; this the divine did not like ; and one day, 
when a nninbcr of his flock, who were passing to t!ie 
house of ablution, stopped to look at the brick layei-s 
employed ia the building^, some nf the workmen, by 
asking them for money to drink, drove thrm away ; 
but as they were going, Rowland cri/»d to the car- 
penters, " Come, lads, get on, get on ;' if yon trifle 
in this way, all my ckickent will be turned into duckg 
before nny coop is ready to receive them." 

346. 0;nce holding forth at the chapel in Wapping, 
to a crowded audience, Mr. Hill used the following 
phrase, — " You are all sinners ! grtiat sinners, vile sm- 
ners, wicked sinners, Wapping nunersJ* The last 
phrase bearing a double meaning, some of the con- 
gregation considered it as particularly aimed at tlieir 
own vicinity, and never suffered him to entei: their 
pulpit again. 

346. Rowland Hill, when at college, was remark- 
able for the vivacity of his mannei-S, and humour of 
his observations. In a conversation on the powers 
of the letter H, in which it was contended that it was 
no letter, but a simple aspiration, or breathing, Row- 
land took the opposite side of the question, and in- 
sisted on its being, to all intents and purposes, 
abetter ; and concluded by observing, that, it' it were 
not, it was a very serious atfair to him, as it would 
occasion his being ill all the days of his life. 

347. The same eccentric minister was one day 
preaching on the vices of the present age, and repro- 
bated the lenienay that is shewn to vices of the great- 
est enormity ; " Why," said he, " they don't so much 
as call the devil by his right name, but stroke him 
down the ba6k, and call him, ppor mistaken angels 
Tiuis they don't . even give the devil Ms due," 
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. 348. This ssealons preacher observed that one of his 
hearers frequently indulged himself in sleep, and as 
frequently admonished him against such a practioe. 
His patience being exhausted with such untractable 
behaviour, he determined to ^>ply a more effectual 
remedy. The next sermon he preached^ he f^und 
his old friend enjoying his nap, as usual, and to cure 
him of his lethargic disposition, he hurled his Bible 
at the drone's head with great violence, exclaiming, 
M the same time, ** If you will not hear the word of 
God, you shall/fent." 

Anonymous. 

349, An ignorant rector had occasion to wait on 
ft bishop, who was so incensed at his stupidity that 
he exclaimed, ^* What blockhead gave you a living?^ 
The rector respectfully bowing, answered, ^Ywr 
lordship." 

350. A clergyman, who was at once a lover of ar- 
gument and oipuddiii^, being at a visitation, in which, 
during the time of dinner, Sie archdeacon was hold- 
ing forth on tlie transitory things of this life, enumerat- 
ing health, beauty, riches,fpower, &c. the parson listen- 
ea with great attention, and afterwards turned round 
to help himself to a slice of pudding, when he found it 
was all eaten : on which, turning to the archdeacon, 
he begged that in future he would not, in his ca- 
talogue oi transitory things, forget to weii^ pudding. 



Sherlock, Bishop of London. 
. 351. Dr. Sherlock when preachiqg in the Temple 
church, concerning tlie customs of the primitive times, 
observed, among other things, that m tiiofe happy 
days all things were held in common but their wivea» 
A gentlenuui in oq6 of the pews.pdied lp» next 
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neighbour by the sleeve, and wliispered in hb car, 
'' Their daughters, then, wore common." 

Fox, Bishop of Winchester. 

352. When Sir James Fox was Bishop of Winche»^ 
ter, he rang for the cook to bring dinner, and the 
fellow coming up without it, he said he would be 
much obliged to him to let him have it as soon a& 
possible : ** I speak this,'' added he, ** as Bisliop of 
Winchester ; but, as a man, let me tell you, if >oa 
come up without it again, I ^viU break eyery bone ia 
youir body." 

Fowler, Bishop op Gloucester. 

353. Dr. Fowler, Bishop of Gloucester, and "Mr. 
Justice Powell, had frequent altercations on the sub- 
ject of ghosts. The bishop was a zealous defender of 
their reality : the justice somewhat sceptical. Tho 
bishop one day niet his friend, and the justice told 
him, that, since their last conference on the subject, 
he had an ocular demonstration, which convinced 
him of the existence of ghosts. " I rejoice at your 
conversion,'^ replied the bishop, *♦ give me the ctr- 
vumstance tliat produced it, with all the particulars : 
ocular demonstration, you say 1" — " Yes, my lord, as. 
I lay last night in my bed, about the twelfth hour I 
wras awaked by an uncommon noise, and heard some- 
thing coming up stairs."— " Go on." — ** Alarmed at 
the noise, I drew my curtain !" — " Proceed !** — "And 
saw a faint glimmering light entf^r my chamber." — 
** Of a hhw coiom, was it not T — " Of a pale blue ! 
The light was followed by a tall, meagre, stern figure, 
who appeared as an old man of seventy years of age, 
arrayed in a kmg light- colon red rug gown,' bound 
roond with a leather girdle ; bis beard thick and 
grisly^ his hair scant and straight, his face of a dHrk 
sable hue, on his head a large tiur cap, and in his 
hand a long stall'. Terror seized my whole frjvme ; 1 
^^embled ti|l the bed almost s|iook, and cold drops 
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hong on «very limb: ike figare, with a slow and so- 
lemn step, stalked nearer and nearer/' — ** Did you 
not speak to it 1 There was money hid, and murder 
committed, without doubt.*' — *^ My lord, I did speak 
to it I ac^ured it, by all that wa^ holy, to teU me 
whetiife and why it thus appeared f' — *' And in heaven's 
name, what. was the reply?" — ** It was accompanied, 
my lord, by three strokes of his staff upon the floor — 
so loud, that they made the room ring again ; when 
holding up his lantern, and then waving it close to 
my eyes, he told me he was the watchman; and came 
to give me notice that my street door was wide open, 
4Uid that, unless I rose and shut it, I might chance to 
be robbed before morning." The judge had no sooner 
concluded than the bishop disappeared. 

EoERTON, Bishop op Durham. 
354. Dr. Egerton, the late Bishop of Durham, on 
coming to that see, employed a person of the nam» 
of Du€y as his agent, to find out the true value of the 
estates held by lease under him ; and, in consequence 
of Due's report; greatly raised both the fines and 
rents of the tenants ; on which the following toast 
was frequently drank in the bishopric : '* May the 
Lord take the bishop, and the c2rvt7have his Due" 

Rev. Jeremiah White. 
356. Mr. Jeremy White, one of Oliver Cromwell's 
domestic chaplains, a sprightly man, and one of the 
chief wits of the court, was so ambitious as to make 
his addresses to Oliver's youngest daughter, the Lady 
Frances. The young lady did not discourage him ; 
but, in so religious a court, this gallantry could not 
be carried on without being taken notice of. The 
Protector was told of it, and was so much concerned 
at it, that he ordered the .person who told him to 
l^eep a strict look out; promising, if he could give 
liim any substantial proola, he should be well reward- 
ed^ and White severely pumsbed. The spy followed 
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ills tnuioess to close, that ia a Uttk iimt he dogged 
Jerry White, as he was generally called, to the laS^'s 
ehambar ; and ran imin^ately to the Protector, to 
acquaint him that they were together. Oliver, in a 
rage, hast^ied to the chamber, and, ^itig in has- 
tily, found Jerry on his knees, either kissing the la- 
d/s hand, or Inving jnst kissed it Cromwell, in a 
iory, asked what was the meaning of that posture 
before his daughter Frances ? White, with a great 
deal of presence of mind, said, ** May it please your 
highness, I have a long time courted that young gen- 
tlewoman there, my lady's woman, and cannot pre- 
vail ; I was therefore humbly praying her ladyship to 
intercede for me/' The Protector, turning to the 
youDg women, cried, '* What's the meaning of this, 
faiussey ; why do you refuse the honour Mr. White 
would do you ? he is my friend, and I expect you 
should treat him as such.'' My lady's woman, who 
desired nothing more, with a very low curtesy, re- 
plied, '' If Mr. White intends me that honour, I shall 
not be against him." — *' Sayest thou so, my lass V 
cried Cromwell; *' call Goodwyn ; this business shall 
be done presently, befinre I go out of the room/' Mr. 
White was gone too faur to go back ; his brother par* 
son came, and Jerry and my ladyV woman were 
married in the presence of the Protector, who gi^ve 
her £ve hundred pounds for her portion, which, with 
what she had saved before, made Mr. White easy in 
his circumstances; except that he never loved his 
wife, nor t$he him, though they lived together near 
fifty years. 

Lawrence Sterne. 
356. Mr. Sterne being in company with three or 
four Clergymen, was relating a t^ircumstance which 
happened to him at York. After preaching at the 
cathedral, an old woman, whom he observed sitting 
on the pulpit stairs, stopped him as ho came down, 
ai^d begged to know where she should have the ho- 

/ 
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iiotir of hearing him preach the next Sand&y. Mr. 
Sterne having i mentioned the place where he was to 
exhibit, found her situated in the same manner that 
day ; wlien she put the same question to him as be- 
fore. The following Sunday he was to preach four 
nrilcs out of York, which he told her ; and, to his 
great surprise, found her there too; and, that the 
same fpiestion was put to him as he descended from 
the pulpit " On^vhich," says he, " I took for my text 
these words, expecting to find my old woman as be- 
fore : * I will grant the request of this poor widow ; 
lest by her often coming she weary me.' '' — One of the 
company immediately replied, ** Why, Sterne, you 
omitted the most applicable part of the passage, which 
is — ^Though I neither fear God, nor regard man.^' 
'i'his unexpected retort silenced the wit for the whole 
evening. 

Huntington. 

357. Some little time back, when the ladies wore 
higher ornaments on the head than at present, Hun- 
tington took occasion to preach on the ungodliness 
of that fashion, and delivered his text as follows : — 
In the twenty-fourth chapter of St. Matthew, and 
seventeenth verse, are these words — Top-knot come 
(lowtt. He then proceeded to prove that this was 
au interdiction of God against high head-dresses, 
or top-huots, A clergyman, whom curiosity induced 
to be present, was completely puzzled by this text, 
and, wlien ho returned home, instantly examined 
the chapter and verse from whence it was taken, 
M'herc ho found it thus written: — Let him which 
is on the hoitse-top not come down^ to take any thing 
ont of his houte. What an admirable expounder of 
tlic gospel ! 

358. The same illiterate sectarist was explaining to 
hU congregation the great benefits arising from the 
sabbath, and, willing to slicw his learning, told tliero. 
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(bat kmoDg other excellencies of the CbrisHan inftti- 
tution, was the proper choice of the dajr. ^ The 
Jews,'* said he, " keep it on the seventh, hnt we 
keep it on the first ; anil if it were on any other it 
iroiild make a broken week.** 

350. He was once dealing out damnation to his 
audltms, with great apparent comfort to himself, 
and edification to his hearers, in the following ele- 
gant and Christ ian-1 ike expressions : *' You will all 
ffo to hell; God Will never save your souls: per- 
haps you may think I will he yonr advocate ; but, 
no, 1 will tell of all your wicked behaviour/' On 
which one of the ungodly observed to a bystander, 
'* 'llie greatest rogues' always turn king*s evidence/' 

360. This prelatical nonconformist was in the ha- 
bit of frequently dining with Mr. S , one of tho 

principal members of his church, on which occasions 
he was accustomed to speak to the servants of bis 
generous host, in a tone so domineering, as to in- 
duce them at last to complain to their master, of the 
arroj^ance of his visitor. Mr. S— having satisfied 
himbelf of the justice of their complaints, took 
an opportunity of remonstrating with his pastor, 
in the mildest terms, on the impropriety of his 
conduct. This he did as he was conducting the 
reverend gentleman to town in his owii carriage (ft)r 
the ci-devant coal-heaver had not then started one), 
after he had spent the preceding day with him at his 
country residence; but though he most cautiously 
endeavoured to avoid giving him offence, by the 
manner of his communication,, the matter of it ,was 
so unwelcome to the ears of his spiritual director, 
that the thread of his remonstrance was interrupted 
by an indignant exclamation of—" Pray, sir, do jou 
know who you arc, that you are taking these tibertics 
wtli me? You are but the ass to carry the Lord's 
prophet'' — '* Am I so, sh*," replied Mr. S — , pulling 

M 
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^e cbeck-string of the carriage at tiie same tinier . 
^ then I am determined to sliew you that I will be an 
ass no longer — ^you will tlierefore please to get out of 
this carriage, and find your way home how yon can.^ 
To remonstrate was in vain, and Huntington waft 
obliged to get .out of the chariot into the middle of 
the street ; which happened to be one of the ' dirtiest 
parts of the Borough ; the footman gladly lending 
him a helping hand in his descent 

Anonymous asd Miscellaneous* 

361. When the Czar Peter was in France, they 
presented him with ev^y thing that he admired, and 
one day let fall at his feet a medal with his own por*^ 
trait engraved on it, with this inscription, vire$ m^ 
qairit eundo. When he was shewn the statue of 
Cardinal Richelieu, he discovered one of those vio» 
lent transports which none but great souls are ca- 
pable of feeling. He mounted &e tomb, and, em* 
bracing the statue, ^' Great statesman !^' exclaimed 
he, " why wert not thou born in my time ; I would . 
have given thee one half of my empire to have taught 
me how to govern the other V' A gentleman present 
observed— That if he had given the cardinal one half 
of his kingdom, tfie churchmen would not have been 
long without the other. 

362. An innkeeper at St. Andrew's, whp kept the 
house where the clergy dined, both before and after 
tlie Revolution, being asked what was the difference 
between the one and the other, answered, ^* There 
was not much : in the* time ,of episcopacy, the dean 
nsed to call boldly for a bottle of wine ; afterwards 
the moderator whispered the maid to fetch a magnum 
borwm,'* 

363. In a storm at sea, the chaplain asked one of ' 
Che crew if he thought there was any danger. " (> 
yes/' replied the laiior ; '* if it Uowh as hard as it 
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lioOT B^, we shall aO be In heaven belbfe twelve 
e-'dock t<Miight'' The chaplain, terrified at the ex* 
pression/ oiied out, ** The Lord forbid!" 

364. A coantr^rinan, who had often called at a cer- 
tain bishop's, and was always told that his lordship 
was at his stntHes, and could not be disturbed, *' I 
wish,'' replied he, at last, *^ the king woald never 
make folks bishops, who have not finished their 
stadies." 

365. A bnck parson going to read prayers at a 
village in the west of England, fonnd some difficnlty 
in putting on the sarplice. ^ Confound the surplice,'^ 
said he to the clerk, *' I think the devil is in it" The 
clerk waited till the parson had got it on^ and then 
answered, " I think as hoAV he be, sir." 

366. A clei^man being requested by some of his 
parishioners to pray for rain, said — He would do any 
thing to oblige them, but it would be of no service as 
iop^ as the wind continued in the same quarter. 
However, having obeyed the wish of his people, he 
was told by the beadle, as he went out, that a heavy 
shower was coming on. " I hope not/' said he, *' for 
I have not brought my umbrella." 

967. A poor labourer having been obliged to un- 
dergo the operation of having his leg cut off, was 
charged sixteen-penoe by tlie sexton for burying it. 
The poor fellow applied to the rector for redress, who 
told him, he cookl not relieve him at that time ; but 
that he ^ould oertunly consider it in his fees, when 
the rest tfkU botfy eame to be buried." 

368. A vicar and a curate of a village, where there 

was to be a burial, were at variance. The vicar not 

coming in time, the curate began the service, and 

was reading the W4t»^s, *' I am the resurrection,'* 
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when the vicar arrived, almost out of breath, and, 
snatching the book out of the curate's hands, with 
great scorn, cried, ** You the resurrection ! / am the 
resurrection," and then went on. 

369. A young clergyman of great modesty, preach* 
ing before Charles II. took for his text the 13thi verse 
of the 139th Psalm — ** I am fearfully and virondcr- 
fiillj made." Apprehension, rather than the warmth 
of the weather, having caused him to perspire, he 
had, just before naming the text, wiped his face 
with one of his hands, on which was a new black 
glove,^ and the consequence may easily be imagined. 
The Duke of Buckingham, one of the audience, on 
comparing the words of the text with the figure of 
the prcacnet, was seized with a fit of laughter, in 
which he was joined by Sir Henry Bennet and several 
of the courtiers, nor was the king, who loved a jestj^ 
to the great discomfiture of the preacher, able to re- 
sist the contagion. 

370. A gentleman dining one day with a dull 
preacher, dinner was scarcely over beibre the gentle- 
man fell asleep, but was awakened by the divine, 
and ii^vited to go and hear him preach. ** I beseecb 
you, sir," said he, ** to excuse me ; I can sleep vwy 
well where I am." 

371. A pot-girl, belonging to a village alehouse, 
thought proper one day to go to be catediised. Be- 
ing at <he head of the pew, the curate began with 
her, "What is thy name?" — ** Lord, sir," said she, 
" how can you ask that question, when every night 
you cry out a dozen times. Nan, you jade^ bring la 
another pot" 

37^ A preacher had divided his sermon into 
tliirty-two sections. One of kis auditory rose imme- 
diately, who being asked where he was going? " To 
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fetch my ffight-cap/' sudhe; for I foresee we shall 
pass the night here/' In effect, the preacher, having 
lost the thread of his subdivisions, coald never reach 
the end of the sermon. The whole auditory lonng 
patience, and seeing the night approach, filed off, 
pne after tlie otlier. The preacher, who was short- 
sighted, did not perceive Ihis desertion, and continued 
to gesticulate in the pulpit, when a little singing boy, 
who remained alone, cried out to him, *' Sir, here are 
the keys ofihe church, when you have done be so 
good as to lock the gate.'' 

373. A writer on English grammar gives the fol- 
lowing example of false emphasis : — A clergyman, in 
reading the 18(h chapter of 1st Kings, ver. 27, gene* 
rally placed the emphasis on the words denoted by 
italics : ^ And he spake to his sons, saying. Saddle 
sue the ass. And they saddled Aim.** 

374. A few years ago the Isle of Sheppey being an 
Inconsiderable parish, and the income not very large, 
their vicar came there but once a month. The pa- 
rishioners being much displeased with this, desired 
their clerk, who was that year churchwarden also, to 
remind him of his duty, and to remonstrate with him 
on his negligence. The clerk told the vicar the sense 
of the parishioners; and the reply was, " Well, well, 
tell them, if they wHI give me ten poinids a year more, 
I will come to them once a fortnight ; and be sure, Jo> 
nathan, to let me know their answer the next time I 
<M>me." The next time he did come, he accordingly 
asked, and Jonathan answered, "Sir, they say as 
how, if yon wiU exense them ten pounds a year in 
their tithes, they will dispense with your coming at 
all.'' 

376. A former, who had mi^rried a rich wife, after 
he Ind promised ^another of meaner circumstances, 
was severely reprimanded by the parish vicar, who 
M,3 
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told him it was so very bad, ^at lie knew notliin^ to 
equal it. " Bat I do/' answered the farmer, " it is 
like your taking at first a j)oor living, which you threw 
up the moment a richer one fell in your way." 

376. Many years ago, while a clergyman on the 
coast of Cornwall was in the midst of his sermon, the 
alarm wis given — "A wreck! a wreck!" The con- 
gregation, eager for their prey, were immediately 
making off, when the parson solemnly entreated 
them lo hear only five words more. This arrested 
their attention, until the preacher, throwing off bis , 
canonicals, descended from the pulpit, exclaiming, 
" N ow let's all start fair." 

377. A poor curate sent his servant to a chandler's 
shop kept by one Paul, for bacon and eggs, for bis 
Sunday^s dinner, on credit. This being refused, the 
damsel, as she had nothing to cook, thought she 
might as well go to church ; and entered as her mas- 
ter, in the midst of his discourse, referring to the 
tpostle, repcuted, " What says Paul ?" The good 
woman, supposing the question addressed to her, an- 
swered, " Paul says, sir, that he'll give you no move 
trust till you pay your old score." 

378. A clergyman of Oxford, who was very nervous 
and absent, going to read prayers at St Mary's, 
heard a showman in the High Street, who Iiad an 
exhibition of wild beasts, repeat often, " Walk in, 
without loss of time. AH alive! alive, bo!" The 
sounds struck the absent man, and ran iu his head 
so much, that when he began to read the service, and 
came to the words in the first verse, ** and doeth that 
which is lawful and right, he shall save bis soul 
alive ;" lie cried out, with a louder voice, " shall save 
his soul alive ! all alive, alive, ho!" to the Mton* 
ishment of the congregation. 
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379. Two reverend i^entleiiini were conversing 
together, when one complained to the other that he 
found it a great hardship to preaili twice a week.- 
** Well," said the other, *' I preach twice on ^ Sun- 
day, and make nothing of it'' 

380. It is customary for the clergy in most cmin- 
ties to have annual visitations, in order to settle the 
affairs of the church. There belonged to a society of 
this sort, in Dorsetshire, H clergj-man of good nature 
and good fortune ; one who was a good Christian, a 
good poet, and a good divine, capable of making ex- 
cellent sermons, though he preached them badly. 
At one of these meetings, after the gentlemrn had 
dined, and the servants were set down together, this 
clergyman's man, who was a stranger, asked another, 
" What so many parsons met together for r — ** Why," 
answered he, " to swap Sermons."—" Aye/' quoth 
the farmer, " then my master is always most terribly 
cheated, for he never gets a good one.*^ 

,381. A clergyman gave for his text the following 
words : " In my father's house are many mansions," 
which he many times repeated. An old man belong- 
ing to his congregation stood up and replied, " Many 
mansions in yoiir father's house ! I knew your fa- 
therms house before you was born, and it consisted 
just of a but and a ben, (a kitchen and bedroom).*' 

382. A dignitary of York was once benighted and 
bogged upon Stockton-common ; and, boiug alone, 
he called aloud foi help to some pjisscngcrs who were 
coming from market lliey immediately answered, 
" Who are you ?" Upon which the doctor enumerated 
his preferments, saying, " The rector of Folkton, rec- 
tor of Hunraanby, and vicar of Muston." — ** Nay, 
marry," said one of them, " if you be so many of 
you, you may e'en help one another out'' 
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' 383. The foUowiiig is a genuino Mieedote of tbe 
late Matt Horsley^ the noted fox-huoter. — ^Whea 
servant to Mr. C •, a gentleman in tbe neigh- 
bourhood of Scarborough, Matt waa in the habit of 
haying to attend upon a certain parson, an oocasional 
visitor at his master^s, and who, rather more through 
penuriousness than poverty, generally paid his vails 
with, ** Good night, Matthew." TIus, it is reason- 
able to suppose, did not settle well on Matt's stomach; 
for at that time, no doubt, he could spend a little 
jnore than [his wages, and of course had no objectioa 
to an easy-got shilling. Though it could never be 
said of Matt, that he harboured in his bosom the 
baser passions of revenge ; yet he liked with all liis 
heart a smart retort for the sake of fun ; and it was 
not long before accident, or rather the parson's fruga- 
lity, gave him an opportunity of fulfgratification. It 
bappened that the parson, by appointment, was la 

make a journey with Mr. C , and that he might 

be readv to start with his company, or rather porlMps 
to save his supper at home, he came over-night, ^i'lie 
morning proved rainy, with strong indications of con- 
tinued wet, and the parson had unfortunately brought 
his better hat, which had cost him a serious sum, tuul 
which he well kuew the rain would totally spoil. 
This circumstance gave him much alarm, and pro- 
bably would have disappointed liim of the plea- 
sures of the day, had not his inventive powers, whicli 
vere always wonderfully ready and happy in his own 
behalf, hinted the expedient of borrowing Matt's, 
and of leaving his own in safe coverture behind. Tbe 
boon was as readily granted as asked ; and Mr, C 
and the parson commenced their journey, followed 
by Matt, dressed in the parson's new hat, disfigured 
by having the brim slouched about his ears. The 
object of the journey beiug accomplished, the travel- 
lers returned dropping wet^ having rode through a 
heavy and continued rain. On the following mori!- 
|9g, tho parson, being about to return home, iuqnircd 
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for bis liat, wblch was product quite drenched with ' 
wet ; and thoagb partly frantic throngh the sudden 
impalse of anger> he still Irad presence of miod to 
call for Matt, and enquire the eanse which inTolved 
this roin, and received for answer, uttered with that 
ready composure which Matt never wanted: — 
" Wya, sur, you g^t mane ; and you sartantly didn't 
think I was sike a feal as to foHow you i't rain bare- 
head.'' 

384. A young and learned gentfeman, who was to 
preach a probation sermon for a very good lecture- 
ship io the city, had but a bad voice, though other- 
wise an excellent preacher ; a friend, when he came 
out of the pulpit, wished him joy, and said, '* He 
would certainly carry the election, fw iu had no- 
body s voice against him but hu own" 

^85. A reverend divine being accused of negli- 
gence in his calling, and styled ^ an unfaithful shop- 
herd," from scarcely ever visiting his flock, defended 
himself by saying, he was always with them at tlie 
*' shearing time,'* 

386. A clergyman in the north, who had a largo 
family, and but a very small living, exercised himself 
very much in flsliing. It happened once that the 
archdeacon, going on bis visitation, passed by the 
spot where the parson was at his (avourito s(>ort; 
and seeing him dressed in black, asked if he was the 
clergyman of the parish? ** Yes, sir,'' answered the 
viear. — '* Well,'* quoth IMr. Archdeacon, " and have 
you many iotds here ?" — " No,*' says the vicar, who 
was intent upon his tishiiig ; ^* we have no soles here ; 
but we have flounders, gudgeons, and i^hubs." 

387. A reverend clergymau, well known for liis 
critical talents, and not more distinguished for Ihs 
extensive leaiuing than fur his propensity to tho:^e^ 
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amusoments which characterized parson Adams^ 
related the following anecdote of nimself to a se- 
lect circle of friends. The conTersation happened 
to turn upoa the tolly of some men^s wives ; uimmi 
which, said the doctor, *^ I will give yoa an iittitanco 
of the folly of mine, and, I am persuaded, you must, 
acknowledge it exceeds every thing yon ever heaitl 
of/' He thus proceeded : — *^ You must know, that 
some time ago the bishop of— — — was coutenq>- 
latiog a translation of the Four Gospels ; afid it oo> 
Gurred to his lordship, that be probably might derive 
some advantage by consulting me upon the subject. 
I need not tell you how much 1 am attached to my 
pipe, nor what irresistible charms I find in a game at 
skittles. Now I happened to be enjoying both mj 
£ftvourite amusements at the Wheat-sheal^ when his 
lordship ordered his caniage, and repairing to my 
house, enquired whether I was at home ? My wife, 
instead of denying me, as a'sensible woman ought to 
have done, said J was at the Wheat-sheaf. The bi- 
shop naturally thought the Wheat-sheaf might foe 
some corn-chandier's, where I was disposing of my 
tithe com, or the produce of my glebe land. He said 
to his coachman, *John, do you know where Ihe 
Wheat-sheaf is V — * O yes, my lord,* replied John. 
— ^ Well, drive there.' John obeyed, and in a few 
minutes the carriage stopped at the ale-house, wliere 
I was in the height of my glory. The bishop stared 
at the appearance of the place, as well he nright. 
However, he alighted, and asked the landlord 

whether doctor ^ was there ? — ^ Always at this 

hour,' returned^ Boniface, * you'll find him in the 
skittle-ground,' — ^ The skittle-ground !' muttered hhi 
lordship, as he advanced, '*what can he be doing 
th^re V H^ soon discovered me in the midst of the 
jprofanum yulguty who were attending minutely to the 
circumstances of the game. I was the hero of the 
contest, and was unluckily, at that precise moment, 
\Tk the very act of endeavouring to tip aU nine. I 
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was ttbopkig down, wkh ny pipe im my noiitli, IIm 
ikirts of my coat tucked aoder my left arm, and » 
1»owl in my right band ; my wig a Uttle awry. 1 was 
aiming at the middle pin, and exclaimed—' Well 
liere goes at tlie bead of the ehmrcfa!' Before the 
bowl had well qnitted my grasp, the bishop tapped me 
en the shonldery iayiog> \ What, doctor, is it yon T 
I k>oked cound, and became petrified, as if 1 had 
seen the Gorgon's head. I could not speak for some 
lime, but at last I stammered out, * Yes, my lord, it 
is me.' — * 1 am surprised to see you in such a placc,^ 
added bis lordship. — * And I am equally astonished 
at seeing your lordsliip : but you must know, my lord, 
that I am afflieted with a pain in the chest, attended 
at times with a difficulty of utterance. Your lord- 
ship may easily perceive how I am aflected at this 
I moment.' — * 1 do perceive it, indeed,' rejoined the 
dignitary. 1 continued : * for this complaint, my 
I physicians order me to use the exercise in which yon 
see roe employed, and tbey tell me I shall derive 
great beneJU from it' The bishop turned upon his 
heel, and left me with this remark : * Proeeed, doc* 
tor, with your game ; I wish you all the beneJU from 
it your physicians have promised yon; but I am 
afraid it will never procure you -a benefice/ Now, 
iny friends,! ask you, vrfaether you ever heard of any 
W€MTian*s committing an act half so silly, as a clergy- 
man's wife sending a bishop to a skittle-ground in 
search of her husband JT The company adniitted tiie 
application of the story, and the doctor's wife was, 
6y consmon ^consent, admitted to have, in this in- 
staoce, exceeded the feUy of all their wives. 

388. The rector of Hiirworth, in the county of 
Durham, preached three Sundays successively upoi|i 
thcAO words : *t Behold, now, tlie axe is laid to the 
root of the tree.'* It happened that a timber-mer-- 
chant came to the village, and enquired at the public* 
hovusey. if the landlord could inform him of a good 
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purchase t The host very gravely rec6mm^ded him 
to the parson of the parisli ; " For," says Bonifac^^ 
" he has been fcUing wood the last three weeks.'' 
The unwary traveller, believing the information^ 
waited upon the doctor, who was astonished at the 
application, and began to reprove the merchant for 
his insolence. The man, equally surprised, related 
what he had heard from the landlord ; upon which 
the rector's wife unravelled the mystery, and said,. 
** My dear, 1 hope this will bo a Warning to you in 
future, not to preach three Sundays from the same 
text.'' 

389. A clergyman said to one of his poor parish* 
ioners, " You have lived like a knave, and you will 
die like a knave." — " Then," said the poor fellow,. 
*' you will bury me like a knave." 

390. Dr. W. a divine, seldom in church, but a rigid 
justice of peace, having a fellow before him, said, ** I 
shall teach you law, I warrant you." — *' Sir," answer- 
ed the fellow, " it would be better if you would teachr 
me gospel," 

391. An honest bluff country farmer, meeting the 
parson of the parish in a bye-lane, and not giving^ 
him the way so readily as he expected, the haughty 
divine, with an erect crest, told him, — He was better 
fed than taught. — ** Very true indeed," replied the 
farmer, *' for you teaoh me, and I feed myselL" 

392. A dignified clergyman, going to his living to 
spend the summer, met near his house a comical old 
cy nraey-sweeper, with whom he used to chat. '* So, 
John," says the doctor, ** whence came you!" — 
** From your house, sir," says Mr. Soot ; ** for this 
morning 1 swept all your chimneys.** — ** How many 
were there ?" says the doctor. *' No less than twen- 
ty," quoth John. — " Well, and how much a chimney 
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haTC you T' — ^^ Only a shiUing a-plece, sir." — ** Why 
then,'* quotb the doctor, " you have earned a great 
4eal of money in a little time." — " Yes, yes/' sa^ s 
Jolin, throwing his bag over his shoulcfer, *' we black 
coats get our money easy enough,*' 

393. In a country parish, the wife of the lord of 
the manor came to church, after her lying-iu, to re- 
turn thanks, or, as it is commonly termed, to be 
churched. The parson, aiming to be complaisant, 
and thinking^ plain *' woman" a little too familiar, in- 
stead of saying, ** O Lord, save this woman !" said, 
" O Lord, save this lady !" The clerk, resolving not 
to be behind-hand with him in politeness, answered, 
" Who putteth her ladyship's trust in thee." 

31)4. A certain field-preacher, in explaining to his 
coogregation the nature ctf hell, told them h« had 
lived there eleven months, ** It is k great pily,'' said 
one of the hearers, *' that you did not stay there a 
month longer, for then you would h^ve gained ^ legal 
settlemefit/' 

395. An itinerant parson holding fortli On these 
words: " But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
uuto you ;* at'ler he had almost exhausted his elo- 
quence on the subject, concluded with a homely si- 
mile, adapted to the understanding of his auditor^-. 
*' They shall be added to you," said he, " like paper 
and packthread, which you always get over and 
skbove at the grocer's, when you lay out your money." 

396. A non-conformist parson, preaching on the 
fire of London, said, ** The calamity could not be 
occasioned by the sin of blasphemy; for, in that 
e^e, it would have begun at Bil|ingsgate : nor lewd^ 
ness, for then Drniy-lane would have been first on 
&[e : nor lyin^ ; for then the flames had reached them 

N 
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from Westminster-hall : no, my beloved, it was oc- 
casioned by the sin of gluttony ; for it began at Pud- 
ding'lane, and ended at Pie-conier/^ 

397. A metbodist preacher in Moor-fields some 
years since, prophesied the destruction of the French 
from a prophecy contteined in the 35th chapter of 
Ezekiel. — llie followhig verse, which forms the text, 
is directed against Mount Seir, which he eiigiished 
motinsieur, ^* Thus saith the Lord, behold, oh, moun- 
secrl I am against thee, and I will stretch out my 
hand against thee, and make thee desolate !'' 

3D8. An illiterate methodist preaching in London 
was completely gravelled when he had scarcely 
preached ten minntes, and all his resource was the 
text, ** Luke, the phyncian salutes you/' This he 
had frequently repeated, when a person who had 
strolled in, tired ^of the repetition, rose and said, 
** Pray then salute him in return, from us, and make 
our best respects to him/' 

399. A dissenting minister, celebrated for the ec- 
centricity of his manner, uniformly made it one of 
the questions which he addressed to those of the 
lower order, who applied to be admitted as commu- 
nicants with his people, *' Do yon drink ginf To 
this pointed question he once received as an answer^ 
from a female /ipplicant, an acknowledgement that 
she sometimes did. Not satisfied, however, with her 
candid confession, he pressed her very closely to tell 
him how often she drank it Irritated at length by 
his pertinacity, she answered in a very sharp tone " As 
often as parsons drink wine.'' — ** And pray," said he, , 
" how often is that?*' — ^** As often as they can get it 
without paying for it,'' was the reply; which effectu- 
ally ulenoed her rigid catechist. 

400. A board of disscniiDg ministers were soaw 
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years since .examining five or six young men, who 
were candidates for admission into the missionary se- 
minary, at Gosport, when one of them, celebrated 
for the personality of many of his questions, asked 
the candidate under examination, '* What was his 
besetting sin T To this question the replies were such 
as were perfectly satisfactory to the whole of the ex- 
aminers, excepting the minister who bad first pro- 
posed, and still pursued the enquiry. *At length, 
however, his patience being completely worn out, the 
young man effectually silenced his tormenter by tel« 
ling him, — ^l^hat, as he was pushed so closely, he 
must honestly confess, that his besetting sin, was to 
give saucy answers to impertinent questions^ 



CHAP. V, 

LEGAL. 

CORACIUS. 

401. Cc^acius agreed tq teacU Sosio rhetoric for a 
certain reward, which was to be paid as soon as the 
pupil had become m&ster of the art Put when he 
had learned ft, he refused to advance the 8tipulate4 
sum, upon which he was sued by Corpus. Sosio, 
relying upon the sophistry he had learned, asked him 
what rhetoric was?-^'* The art of persuasion,*' replied 
Gpracii^ ^ Oh tl^en,*' said Sosiq, *' if I persuade 
the judges I o^e you nothing, I shall have nothing to 
P<^y you, because I shall have gained my suit ; and, 
if I ani unable to persuade them, still you will have 
BO demand on me ; because, in that case, it will be 
proved that I am not master of the art of persuasion ; 
therefore 1 think you will do well to proceed no far^ 
ther/' But Coracius, who was not to be foiled witl| 
Ills Qwa v^eapon, retorted his argui|ie|it upon him 
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thus : — " Though you should succeed in persuading 
the judges, you shall nevertheless pay me, because 
then it will appear that you are perfect in the art of 
persuasion ; and if you fail to persuade them, you 
shall still pay me, because then you will lose your 
suit; so pay you must, and pay you shall/' 

Cicero. 

402. The Sphinx, it may be recollected, was sup- 
posed by the antients to have been the interpreter of 
riddles. Hortensius, the great Roman pleader, had 
a present made him of a curious and valuable figure 
of the Sphinx as a bribe, by V«rres, who was tried 
for his bad government of Sicily. Hortensius, plead- 
ing tor Verres against Cicero, said, ** Your allusions 
are so obscure, that I want some one to explain your 
riddles.*' — ^* You cannot be at a loss on that account,*' 
replied Cicero, '* as you have the Sphinx at home.'' 

Catulus. 

403. An indifferent pleader asked Catulus, " Have ' 
1 not succeeded in msdung a very moving speech V — 
** Certainly,'^ said he ; ** tor some of your audience 
pitied you, and the rest walked out of court" 

Sir Thomas More. 

404. AVhcn Sir Thomas More was lord chancel- 
lor, a nobleman, who had a cause pending in his 
court, sent him two large silver flaggons, of great 
value : " Tell my lord," said Sir Thomas to the bearer, 
^* that they shall be fiUcd, and when he has emptied 
them, he\hali have some more wine, if he approves it*' 

405. When lord chancellor, he sentenced a gen- 
tknian to pay a considerable sum of money to a poor 
widow, whom heliad oppressed. The gentleman re- 
monstrated, and said, *' I hope your lordship will 
give me time, and a long day, to pay so large a sum." 
— ** You shall have your request," said the chancel* 
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lor ; ^' Monday next is St Barnabas, the longest day 
in alt the year; pay the widow then, or you shall 
deep in the Fleet the shortest night in* the year/* 

406. Sir Thomas More, on the* day that he was 
beheaded, had a barber sent to him, beeaase his hair 
was long, which it was thpught would make him more 
pitied by the people. Tho barber came to him, and 
asked him, — ^Whether he woold please to be trim- 
med? — *' In good faith, honest fellow," said Sir Tho- 
mas, '^ the king and I have a suit for my head ; and 
till the title be cleared, I will do no cost upon it'' 

liOBD KEEPEfi HaTTON. 

407. During a cause, in which the boundaries of a 
piece of land were to be ascertained, the counsel of 
the one part stated, '* We lie on this side, my lord ;'' 
and the counsel of tlie other part, *' And we lie on 
this side.'' The cbaDcoUor, who was Sir Christopher 
Hatton, hearing this, stood up, and said, '* Nay, if 
you lie on both sides, 1 can beUeve neither of you.^' 

Lord Chancellor Bacon. 

408. Queen Elizi^th being much enraged against 
Dr. Hayward, author of the Lite of Henry the 
Fourth, had ordered her law officers to proceed 
against him; and, amongst others, inquired of Bacon, 
If there was not treason in the l>opk ! The witty 
lawyer readfly answered, ** No, madam, I cannot anr 
swer for there being treasm in it, but I am certain it 
contains much/e/owy." — " How !" eagerly exclaimed 
her majesty, " how and' wherein V^ — '* In many pasr 
sages,'' replied he, '* which he has ftoien from Ta* 
citus.'^ 

Lord Chancellor Jeffries. 

. 409. When Jefiries was told that the Prince of 

Orange would yexy soon land, and it was reported 

fhat ^ masd^tO;. stating his inducements, objq^ts, 

N 3 
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&c. was already written, " Pray, my lord chief jus- 
tice," said a gentleman present, " what do you think 
Vill be the Iteadsoi this manifesto ?" — ** Mint will be 
one," replied he. 

Lord Chancellor Talbot. 
410. A very considerable living fhlHng in the gift of 
tlieTate Lord Chancellor Talbot, who titis a man of a 
noble and generous spirit. Sir Kobert Walpole took 
the freedom to recommend to his lordship's notice a 
friend of his whom he wished to oblige. His lord- 
ship having no objection io the gentleman's charae* 
ter, very frankly told Sir Robert, that bis friend should, 
be obliged. While the matter thus rested as deter- 
mined, though Ihe necessary forms of induction were 
yet unpassed, the curate, who had served the tbrmer 
incumbent for many years, and had an unexception- 
able character; applied to bis lordship, with letters of 
recommendation from the best people in the parish, 
setting forth the hardships he laboured under by 
reason of his numerous family, and the inconveni- 
ences he must suffer should he be constrained to 
move; and therefore earnestly intreating his loi'd- 
ship*s interest with the next incumbent, to continue 
him in his curacy. The chancellor received the cu- 
rate with his wonted goodness, and entering into con- 
versation with him, found him to be an excellent 
siliotar, and of lively parts ; and, on asking him what 
his curacy might be worth, was told about 401. a year. 
** Well, sir," said he, ** III not only grant your suit, 
but endeavour to raise your income;" and accord- 
ingly, when the clergyman, to whom the living was 
promised, came to press forward his presentment, his 
lordship took occasion to speak to him in favour of 
the old curate, and withal to intimate that the salary^ 
considering the man's family and abilities (which he 
assured him were none of the meanest), was too 
small for him to live upon, and therefore wished him 
to make it up sixty pounds a year^ which, with the 
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iKmnty of liis partshioiiers, would afford hbn a com- 
fortable siibftistence. The cler^niaii paused a little 
at such an unexpetrted request; but soon recollectini^ 
himself, said, *' I am exceediogly sorry that I cami<% 
oblige your lordsliip in tlie choice of the gentleman 
you recommend, havii^ ahtsady engaged a near re*> 
lation, whom I cannot dismiss with honour.'*^- 
** What !" said his lordship, " have you engaged a 
curate before you are possessed of tlie living V* He 
said — He had. ^' Then, sir,'' replied the chancellor, 
with some warmth, '' I shall furnish you with the 
best excuse in the world to dismiss him, for I ^hall. 
dispose of the living to another*/' and, witlioqt staying; 
to hear his reply, left him. In a few days the old 
curate took the liberty to wait upon his lordship, to 
learn the success of his interposition with the de- 
signed incumbent My lord told him frankly, he had 
used the most pressing arguments in his &.vour h^ 
was master of, but was onswle to succeed. Here tho 
tears began to flow involuntarily from the old man's 
eyes, who was going to ustire to vent his grief, when 
tlie chancellor calling him back, said, "' 8ir, I per« 
eeive your distress, and I really pity you : the curacy 
I cannot give you, bat the living i can >; and you may 
write to your family and friends by the next post^ 
that, though you only applied for the curacy, your 
modesty and merit have gained you the rectorship."' 
He blest the chancellor, and, unable to utter a word 
more, left him. 

LoRo Chancellor Thuklow, 

411. Lord Thurlow, in his juvenile days^ meeting 
a brother barrister, the following dialogue was com- 
menced, and quietly conducted — '* Thurlow, I am 
told the bar-maid at Nando's is with child." — ** "Well 
what's that to me T— ** Why, I am told it is your V 
— •• Well, whatV that to you V 

412. Mr. Pitt was disputing at a cabinet dinner on 
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ike energy and beauty of the Latin language. Ii| 
«apport of the saperiority which he affirmed it to have 
voter the English, he asserted, that two negatives ' 
made a thing more positive than one affirmative pos- 
sibly conld. " Then/f said Thuriow, " your fa- 
^er and mother most have been two con^plete negor 
fwesp to make such hpontive fellow as you are/' 

413. A person came mnning almost breathless to 
lord Chancellor Thuriow. " My lord/' said he, " I 
bring yon tidings of calamity to the nation, and I do 
not know how far the direful effects of it may spread 
to endanger the church and state." — " What is the 
matter, man V said the impatient chancellor. ^* My 

' lord," continued this ma^ifier of political mischief, 
^ a rebellion has broken out." — ** Where, where?" — 
^ In the Isle of Man."—" A rebellion in the Isle of 
Man," rq>eated the vociferous and enraged chancel- 
lor; '* a tempest in a tea-pot !" 

414. A certain bishop, devoid of sense, wit, or 
merit, had a perpetual laugh on his countenance. 
." You see," said JLiord Thuriow, ** he laughs in 
contempt ^t the king, for having made him a 
bishop." 

416. A certain great personage sent express for 
Lord Thuriow, when chancellor, to Windsor. As 
he was walking the Terrace, his lordship coming up, 
Mid^ in his blunt way, " Well, what do you want 
now?*'---** Oh, Thuriow, I am glad yon are come; I 
want you very particularly.^ — ** Well, what's the 
matter r—*^ You have such a living in your gift at 
present"—*' Yes, and what then r—** I am to beg. 
you to give it to a man I vnsh to befriend." — ** In- 
deed! but I ^all do no such thing; such livings 
don't oome every flay; why, it is fifteen hundred a 
year." — ^** No matter, you must oblige me; this is a 
very wortiiy man, with a large family, and he has tmuk 
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me aprtserU of a cajntal white horse,**—** AVcll, I tell 
you I wiiiV — ** Come, come, Tharlow,you must for- 
once ofbli^e me; and, more than that, I'll get you to 
write him a letter, saying, that it is entirely of your 
own suggcslion, on account of his worth." — " III be- , 
hung if 1 do." — " No! indeed you must do it; I 
shall very soon have a living of five and twenty hun- 
dred in my gift, and I promise you that I shall givo 
you the disposal of that, if yon let me have this, 
and write the letter as I want it.'*—" Well, if your 
jockey parson must have it, tell me wheire he lives, 
that 1 may vrrite to him.'' 

416. The following whimdcal incident oconrred to 
a junior at the English bar, at a time when the awfnl 
bench of equity was adorned by the lion-like frowns 
of the inflexible Thnrlow, justly snmamed, The 
3fasfue de fer. The ridicnions abbreviations in 
which professional men are apt to indulge, are well 
known. Among others, is comm"* for commission. 
The abbreviated word happened to be written on a 
motion paper given to a young barrister, who was to 
move for a commission to examine witnesses. When 
his tnm came, the lord chancellor gave him the usual 
terrific nod, and the tyro of the gown, with great sim-* 
plicity, moved his lordship for a common to examine 
witnesses. •* Are they numerous, sirf* exclaimed 
the lord chancellor, not altering a single muscle in his 
rigid countenance. " I believe they are, my lord." — 
*' Well, then, sir, take Salisbury Plain. If that be 
not large enough, there is no otlier within the juris- 
diction of the court that will answer your purpose.*' 
The <M>urt was donvnlsed with laughter, and for once 
a barrister was struck dumb. 

417. A gentleman, having a remarkably bad breath, 
was met by LordThurlow in Pall Mall, who, seeing 
hitri booted and spurred, asked him where he had 
h^cn, '' 1 have been taking the air this morning/' 
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says he, *^ which was disagreeable too, as I had a 
confounded north wind full in my face all the ttme/' — 
" Come, come," says his lordship, " don't you com- 
^ain, ^' for I am sure the north wind had the worst 
ofit" 

Lord Eldon. 

418. On the trial of a cause in the court of Com- 
mon Pleas, Mr. Seijeant Yaughan having, in the 
course of the examination of a witness, asked a 
question rather of law than of fact. Lord Chief Jus- 
tice Eldon very good-humouredly observed, " Bro- 
ther Yaughan, tlm is not quite fair ; you wish the 
witness to give you, for nothing, what you would not 
give him under two guineas.'^ 

Lord Clare. 

419. In the year 1788, when his migesty was at 
Cheltenham, and in the incipient part of his illness, 
spme of the Irish whigs, in the Duke of Portland's 
interest, resolved to cross the water and pay their re- 
spects to royalty. Amongst others, the late Lord 
Avomnore, then Chief Barou Yclverton, accompanied 
by Mr. Brownlow, who was a celebrated performer 
on the violin, and his friends. Counsellor Egan, a 
man of huge person, and Mr. Curran, who was never 
celebrated as an Adonis. This was during the term, 
and in a circle of barristers in the hall of the court ; 
next morning, some gentleman remarked, that the 
chief baron was gone to Cheltenham, to pay his rer 
spects to his mi^esty. '^ Yes/' said Mr. I<1tzgibbon 
(afterwards Lord Chancellor Clare), '' and I under- 
stand he travels like a showman, with a tiddler, a 
bear, and a monkey, in his suite." 

Lord Chirp Justice Holt. 
420. When Holt was lord chief justice, a very en- 
thusiastical sect was the canker that festered Wie com- 
munity; and it being his lordship's opinion that a 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



l£0AL. 143 

w^l-timed serctity wm the readieat way to destroy 
the spreading humoiir, he caused several of the riof^- 
leaders to be committed to prison ; apon which Tm. 
LAcy, a follower of theirs, went to his lordship's 
honse, and demanded a conference with him. llie 
porter said, his lordship was indisposed, and saw no 
company. '< Bat tell him/' said Lacy, " that 1 must 
see him, for I am sent to him by the Lord God.'' The 
porter being stmck with the oddity of the message, 
caused it to be delivered; and the judge gave orders 
that the man jshould be admitted. When he entered 
the room, '' 1 am come/' said he to the judge, '^ with 
a message from the Lord, requiring thee, on pain of 
everlasting fire, to grant a noli prosequi for John At- 
kins, and others, God's faithful servants, whom thou ^ 
wrongfully cast into prison." — ** Thou art a lying 
prophet,'' replied bis lordship, '' for if the Lord had 
sent thee, he would have directed thee to the attqr* 
ney-general, for he kxows it is not in my power to 
grant thee a nott fTO$eq%dJ' And so he wrote his 
pattimus to keep his brethreuvcompany. 

421. In the reign of Queen Anne, A. D. 1704, 
several freemen of the borough of Aylesbury had 
been refused the liberty of voting at an election for a 
member of parliament, though they proved their qua- 
lifications as such. The law in this case imposes a 
fine on the returning oflScer of 1001. for eveiy such 
offence. On this principle tiiey applied to Lord Chief 
Justice Holt, who ordeied the officer to be arrested. 
The House of Commons, alarmed at this step, made 
an order of their house to make^ it penal for either 
judge, counsel, or attorney, to assist at the trial ;^ 
however, the lord chief justice, and several lawyers,^ 
were hardly enough to oppose this order, and brought 
the cause on in the court of King's Bench. The 
house, highly irritated at this contempt of tlieir order, 
sent a Serjeant at arms for the judge to appear before 
them ; but tiiiat resolute defooCder of the laws bade 
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him, with a voice of authorit}, be goi^e ; oa wliich 
tbey sent a second messa^ by their speaker, at- 
tended by as many members as espoused the mea- 
sure. After the speaker had delivered his message, 
his lordship replied to him in the following remark- 
able words: ** Go back to your chair, Mr. Speaker, 
within these Q\e minutes, or you may depend on it, 
I'll send you to Newgate. You speak of your autho- 
rity : but IMI tell you I sit here as an interpreter of the 
laws and a distributor of justice ; and, were the whole 
House of Commons in your belly, I would not stir 
one foot." The speaker was prudent enough to re- 
tire, and Ihe house were equally prudent in letting tlie 
affair drop. 

Lord Mansfield. . f 

422. When a Jew, in a rich suit of embroidcrod , 
clothes, once came before Lord Mansfield to juslity 
bail, tlie opposite counsel pressed him very hard as to 
what the property, he swore to consisted of. This 
Moses evaded as well as he could ; but l>ord l^turls- 
field at'last put an end to the conversation, by fixing 
his eyes on the Jew's lace, and exclaiming, f* Atik 
Mm no more questions, he will burn for the money.** 

423. Lord Mansfield being one time on the cu-cuit, 
ft man was brought before him charged with stealing 
a silver ladlo ; and, in the course of tlie trial, the coun- 
sel for flic crown was rather severe upon the prisoner 
lor being an attorney. " Come, come," saifl his lord- 
iliip, in a whisper to the counsel, " don't exaggerate 
jDt^atters ; if the fellow had been an attoi-ney, you may 
depend on it lie would have stolen the bowl as well lis 
th6 ladle.'' 

' 424. Lord Mansfield being wiUiiig to save a man 
who stole a watch, desired the jury to value it at ten- 
pence ; upon which the prosecutor cried out, *' Ten- 
j>euoo, my lord, why ihe vci^ fashion of it co»t me 
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not haQg a maa for ftishton^ sake.? 

425. The following anecdote is more interefttii^ 
stiH ; for, in exhibiting a new proof of the wisdom 
and superior intelligence of Lord Mansfield, it throws 
some light on the spirit of the multitude in general, 
and particnlarly on the diaracjter of the English peo- 
ple, when, even in their passions, they are spoken to 
in the name of the law^ This great magistrate b^iof^ 
in one of tlife counties^ on the circuit, a poor woman 
was indicted for witchcraft. The inhabitants of the 
place were exasperated against her. Some witnesaes 
dqM>sed that they had seen her walk in the air, wItK 
ber feet upwards and her head downwards. Lord 
Mansfield heard the evidence with great tranqiiilMty, 
and perceiving the temper of the people, whom it 
would not have been prudent to irritate, he thus ad-" 
dressed them : *' I do not doubt that this woman has 
walked in the ahr, witli her feet upwards, since you 
have all seen it ; but she has the honour to be bom 
in England, as well as you and I, and, consequently, 
cannot be judged but by the laws of the country, nor 
punished but in proportion as she has violated than, 
^ow I know not one law that forbids walking in the", 
air with the feet upwards. We have all a right to do 
it with impunity. I see no reason, therefore^ for this 
prosecution ; and this poor woman may retorn heme, 
lichen she pleases.'^ This speech had its pro[>er effects 
it appeased the auditory, and the woman retired from 
the court without molestation. 

Lord Chtep Justice Mansfield. 
496. In the court of Common Pleas, a person im-' 
prisoned under particular circumstances was brought 
np bf Uabelui Corpus to be discliaiged. The ad- 
▼•rse ooonsely Mr. Seijeant Best, after hcving vn» 
sttccessfttily urged a variety of argumaHi against the 
o 
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4imk«Bgb^\o0^tdm^ i^ «m>lM 6f k pkHfonlMr faot^ 
the matter might fie OTer till tiie eneoing Tuetdiiy. 
** I have no objection, brutbcr,'' said the lord chief 
JQiticei *^ to grant yonr request, on one condittoiv 
nUinely, that you be imprisoned in place of the de- 
ftluUattiU Tuesday.'^ 

&ift Nicholas Bacok. 
487* Shr Nicholas Bacon being once, in the oapa- 
#br of judge, on the point of passing sentence upon a 
Allow just found guilty of a robbery, tbe culprit 
greatly importuned him to save his life ; and, among 
Other thii^s, alleged that he had the honour of being 
oof of his iM^h^'s relations^ ** How do you provo 
4iatr said ^ NicMas; /' My lord,"* replied tho> 
num« ** y^nr name is Bwm^ and my name it H^g. 
^d 4iog aiid bacon have in all ages been reckoned 
akin^'«-«^' 'Ihat is trae/^aiwwered tbe judge; ** bi^ 
l|Qg^ k ^ver bacon till it has been ktmg^ and, tberof* 
fim^ until y/m «r« km^ yon can be no reiatiott of 



Mil. JesTlcfe ROOKE* 
, J^dge Rooke, in going Ihe western dttmit, 
had % great atone tbrown at his head ; but, from the 
ctoatnitaniDe of hn stooping Very much, it passed 
Ofnr Irkn. '« You see,^ saM he to his triends, ** that 
Imd I b«en an upright judge, I might have been 
kUM/' 

James Boswell^ Lord AtfcHiNLECK. ^ ' 
439. When James Boswell took Dr. Johnson t» 
his iatiier's hou)^ in Scotland^ {jord Anehinleck re- 
marked that Jamie had broqght mi i^ld duel aloog 
with him* '' Sir/' said BoaweU, ^ he i« Ibe grand In- 
minaijr of onr hemisphere; ^nite a eonstellatioai, 
8ur.^-^^< Uma Major (ttie Gfaat B«nr)^ I snppose^T 
m4d)|ealdj«4g#« 
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^ very bad coagh. One day, after a severe fit, ipttli 
iog the late Mr. Tytler, of Woodhouselee, he re- 
marked to him that vm eoagh wo«ld certainly carry 
bim «ff some day tikt a roekit, — ** Aye» aye, Mr. Ar- 
not,** observed Mr. T. '' if s my opinion, koiraier, if 
yon dinna m^ad your mannera^ ye^ tak a ctnCnary 

Mil SsRJtANT Fasakirlt. 

431. Serjeant Fazakerly being oa a visit In ftn^ 
^^ntry, in the time 'of lon^ vacation, Has oQe dajr 
riding out M'ith a rich squire, who happened at thai 
Hone to b^ about engaffin^ ia a law-rsiiit, an4 th^ndit 
it a good opportuni^ to pump an opinion ont of %t 
^euunseller grtOis, Thci serjeant gave his opinioo ui 
i^uch a wa^ that the gentleman was encouraged, ^gp 
on with his suit, which, however,, he lost, afttr ex- 

Sending considerable sums in it. Irrita^te^ by his 
isappointment, he waited upon the scrjte^nt at Ida 
chambers, and cried out, '^iSoqnds! Mr. Scijeanl;^ 
here have I lost three thousand pounds by voiir ad- 
'vice.*'— ** By my advice T says Fasakerly, '' how aart 
that be? I don't remeociber giving you my advijpe ; 
but let me look over my book,'*—** Book !'* sajt th© 
other, ^ there is no occasion to look at yoitr books,, 11 
was when we were riding to^<(ther at snch a plact.*^— 
^ Oh," answered the serjea^t, " I remember :|0iii»- 
^ling of It ; but, neighbour^ that was only my travel* 
ling opinion, and that is never tg be relied on, exoc^ 
registered in my fee-book.** 

Mr. Serjeant Qarpin^r* 

432. Mr. SeijeaaA GlardlBier being ^ne> oS tac Wg , 
and pleading before ih» late Judge Foptesaoey mh9 
had little or no nose, the judge told him, he waa«lhft4 

3 
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he had but a lame caaie of it — " Oh, my lord/' said 
Ihe Serjeant, " have but a little patience, and I'll war- 
rant I prove every thing as jfMn «8 the nose on your 
fiice/' 

Mr. Serjeant Davy. 
' 433. Seijeant Davy, being concerned in a cause 
which he wanted to poslpone for a few days, asked 
Lord Mansfield when he would bring it on? ** On 
Fiiday next,'' said his lordship. '' Will you please 
to consider, my lord, that Friday next is Good Fri- 
day f — "1 don't care for that: the better day the 
better deed." — ^•*Well, my lord," says Davy, ''you 
wjll of course do as you please ; but if you do at on 
that day, I believe you'll be t|ie first judge who did 
business on a Good Friday since Pontius Pilate's 
tu^e," His lordship took the hint, and did not sit 

Mr. Noy. 
434. Three graziers at a fair left their money with 
their hostess, while they went to transact their busir 
ness. A short time after, one of them returned, and 
under pretence tliat they had occasion for the whole 
inoney, rcpeived it from the hpstcss, and made his es-» 
pape with it. The other two sued the woman fcur de- 
livering tli^t which she h^d received from the three, 
before the three came and demanded it T^e pause 
vras t^ed, and a verdict fofind against the woman ; 
when Mr. No>, theq, first making his appearance at tho 
bar, wished to be feed by her, because he could not 
plead without it He then moved in airest of judg? 
ment, tliat he was retailed by the defendant, a^4 that 
^the case was this : — ^The defendant had received thp 
'money of the three together, and confesses, '* she was 
not to deliver it until the same three demanded it, and 
therefore, the money is ready — let the titree men come, 
and it shall be paid." lliis nioti<m altered the whole 
course of proceeding, and first brought Mr. Nqy inte 
nodoe. 
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John DUNVINO, AFTSRWARDf LoMAsHiiXftTQir. 

435. The di^ «ftcr Dr. Price published hiy uun- 
' pblet on the National Debt, &c. the late Dnke of 

Cnmberland, walking in Westminster Hall, in poqi- 
pany with Connseltor Dunning^ met the doctor, ami 
thinking it necessary to pa^ a compliment^ tol4 hiiii» 
that he had read his book with so mnch delight^ ami 
sat np so late io finish it, that it had abnost hHftd^d 
him. '* Rather singular,*' said Donning, ** tbit it 
shonld have such an eflfect upon yonr royal bf|^Mi> 
for it has opened the ^^e$ of every body eN*^ ^ 

Mr. Minoay. 

436. Mr. (now lord) Erskine, being counsel fiw ^ 
plaintiff in an action for the infringement of a patent 
for bucklea, expatiated with hia usual f loquenpt on 
the improveuM^nts made io tliia m«iiufaet|i|<V^ 
*' WhhU'* said he, taking out bis own bu^K aQ4 4MI^ ' 
hibiting it io the court, ** wliat would my au^wlM 
fay, were tliey to rise out of their graves, aud mm m^ 
with such an ornanient a» tins f'-^*' They WQiM. It 
surprised, I dare say,*' observed Mr. Mlngay, ** to 
see jou with either sh94 or flocking,*' 

437. Mr Garrow was one day rebttm^ that he ImA 
a client 4o defend, against whom an action wa$ |o ^ 
brought at the suit pf au architect^ wha» ustMOHups^ 
•ther useful erections, bad built for him no if sa t^aia 
six water-closets. The plea bo ytated to be set lip 
in defence was that of QQn-age. ^ This plea^*^ ^ 
aerred Mr. Mingay, ^< must be unavaittng» a« m9$Jm 
are compelled to pay for necetioriei,'* 

438. A barrister, VK^d «tf one eye, pleadinj^ one 
day vitb hi» spectftclea on^ 9aid» '* Qentlemep, m my 
nr^menis X aball use nothing but wbM k ^f¥jP^ 
a^.*' Mr. Minguy inmediiUely replie^ ''tlm 
iak« out 9iie of tb« i^ba^ea 0C ]Hmr iK>^t9CtQ«*'' 

o 3 
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Hon. Thomas, (now Lord) Eifiskine. 

439. A barrister, \n the Court of King's Bench, dc^ 
^dbing the bad usage of a high-bred horse, said that 
it had for some time been employed in dragging 
lieavy loads, and fed on coarse old hay, till the ani- 
mal himsejf demurred to the treatmei^t. *' He shouldT 
not have 4^murred,*' replied Mr. Erskipe, '' now the 
winter season is over ; he bad better Ijiave put himself 
fm the eountry** 

440. A certain seijeant, who is apt to get a little 
testy in argument was one day reminded by Mr Ers- 
kine, that he should not thew anger^ b^it shew 



441. On the evening when his majesty was shot at 
from the pit of Drury-lane theatre, a gentleman, who 
tupped with Mr. Erskine after the play, having re- 
lated the circumstance to him, the witty barrister ob- 

-•enred, ** Aye, I, always thought he had every thing 
te dread from the Pittites:\ 

442. The Temple.corps, whidi was distinguished 
at a review, by its plainly elegant dresi^ and .steady 
iorder, was inspected by the Earl of Hanington. 
As he rode along the line, before the review, his 
lofdship stopped to salute its commander, and said. 
•^ This is Ihe Imw assoifatian^ sir f ^ — '* Yes, my lord.'' 
To which the earl rejoined, *' I do not find any one 
tiiat speaks a word ; I never knew lawyers fa silent.*' 
^ We have no pay, my lord," replied Colonel Er- 
•ktne. 

Mr. JcKTtL. 

443. Mr. Erskine being indisposed in tiie Court 
of King's Bench, told Mr. Jekyll— That he h^d a 
pain in his bowels, for which he could get' no relief. 
tfl% give you an inMible specific/' replied tb« bu? 
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mouroiis baniitM^, ** get made attorney- general, my 
firiefid, and then yoa*ll have no boweis/* 

444. Mr. Jekyll, meeting a friend in the street, 

observed, ** So our IHend , tlie attorney, is 

dead/' — " Yes, and 1 hear he has left very few rf- 

Jtcti/' — ** It coald not bo otherwise; he had very few 
e^Htei/' replied the legal wag. 

445. In an iniquitous and nsurons tramactiony 
which came before the judges at Guildhall, in March, 
1804, where a Mr. Skill had been taken in by a man 
of the name of Baird — Tickle was a party concerned, 
and a vritness for Bajrd. Tickle was not a flippant 
witness ; but Mr. Gaifow arl fully drew the facts from 
him with such address, that Mr. Jekyll observed, the 
learned counsel had supplied Skiirs want of judg- 
ment, had the* secrets of the usurer Baird (bared)y aiid 
exerted his usual ingenuity to TickU the witness, 

446. A certain nobleman was expressing to Mr. 
Jekyll how much he was displeased that his head 
should have been made the subject of repeated ani- 
madversions in the daily prints. " I confess," replied 
the wit, ** that I am surprised, as much as your lord- 
ship, that they shovJd have bepi able to nufke sp mitcJ^ 
^Pfitf'" .... 

Mh. Poolby. 

447. At the Worcester summer assizes 1809, a per- 
son was tried on an indictment for perjury, in whfch 
case the law juirtly requires the evidence of tyio wit- 
nesses to convict " Here the two witnesses were a 
bailiff and his follower, who frequently goes by a 
mere homely appellation. Mr, Pooley, counsel for 

' the prisoner, insisted that here was a defect of evi- 
dence, these two being so completely identified that 
they could only be considered as one ^tnessj 
" Whatr said Judge Grose, " do you thi^k them 
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riK« mm wd wife f— " My tod," «niivfr«d tt» b««- 
rister, '' I assert, and nm r^jf to maintm it agai]9«t 
all the worlds that a bailiff and his hum are on« 
iesli.*' 

Sim Toby Bittler. 

449. SkToby Butler, the celebrated Irish barns* 
ter, once invited Sir Charles Coote to dinner. He 
knew that his c:nest valued himself on a lon^ list of 
ancestry, in which Sir Tob^r could have riralled him 
if he had not priced himself on his own merit. At din- 
Ber, therefore. Sir Toby frequently cried' out, '*T«H 
my cousin Fat, the butter, tell my cousin Oonak thf 
«ook, tell my cousin Terry the j^reom, such and s««h 
a thiiig.'*-^ What V* said Sir Charles, with a conudci^ 
able degree of surprise, *' 1 find that all your servants 
are your relation8-"-«-*' To be sure," said the knif^t^ 
** is it not more praise-worthy to retain tmf awn rela* 
lions for servants, than takeefkyovr'sf^ 

John Philpot Curuan. 

440. Duriufc a trial between Sir J—*- P— ^, and 
R , the miniature-painter, on a cross-cxamiu- 

atlon by Curran, the latter confessed that he had 

tut his arm round Miss P ■ ■ *8 waist^ which bad 
rought on a blow fibm Sir John. — ^*'Then, sir, I 

presume," said Cuvrair, to R— ^ " you took that 

waiit for ^common.'* 

450. It was one of the prominent complaints against 
Lord Clare on his elevation to the sealn, that he car* 
vied his political antipathies with him even to the 
£qnity Bench, and that those barristers who wert 
members of Parliament and had o|>posed the nobl^ 
lord in his politics while attorney general, usually re- 
<S€ived his maiked disconntenlince in the Court of 
Chaneeiy. Mr, Pwsonby^ Mr. Curran, Mr. Egaiv 
Mr. FaX| and aev^r^l others, ^xfi^iic^icied thoiQ warkf 
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of mtipatfay in a way faigiily if^'arioiu to tbek prtn 
leMioxial panuits, and have more than once throw u 
down their briefi and quitted the court with marku of 
disgust, and resentment; while a junior barrister, a 
nephew of the noble lord, without talents or popu- 
larity, was distinguished by his marked attenliou, as 
if aith a view to throw grist into his empty bag. 
The noble lord had a favourite companion, a large 
Newfoundland dog, which not only accompanied him 
through the streets, but generally sat with him on the 
Chancery Bench. One day, while that celebrated 
orator, Mr. Curran, was addressing his lordship in 
an eloquent speech^ Lord Clare with marked inatten- 
tion and rum ehtdtmee^ continued playing with this dog, 
and fondly patting him on the back. Mr. Curran, 
> who had borne tbis for a considerable time with pa- 
iSence, at length, made a full pause. The chancellor 
missing the barrister's voice, suddenly turned, and 
said, '* Have you done, Mr. Curran r Mr. Currau 
resumed, and addressing the peer and his canine col- 
league, answeftd,/*No, my lordi: I thought your 
lordshipg were in consultation, and I was unwilling 
to interrupt your lordships. But now my lords, if 
your lordships are disposed to attend, I shall proceed, 
llien, may it please your hrdskips, as I was proceed- 
ing to observe-^ ^ — .** ITif chancellor felt the At<, 

beat down his dojg^, laughed heartily, apologized for 
his inattention, and reqiiested Mr. Curran to proceed 
with his argument 



Lord Chancellor Jeffries. 

461. When Lord ,Jefrries, befbre he was a judge, 
was once pleading at the bar^ a country fellow giving 
evidence acainst his client, pushed the matter very 
home on the side he swore for. Jeffries, after his 
usual way, called out to the feUow, *'Hark yon, you 
fellow ia the Ifathem .doabieti what have you fois 
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iweariBgr?'' X0 itHucb tti0 oonitfaTiiini siiiai#f n-* 
plied, ** Fakh, sir, if y^u bad no more for l}ing tiMUi 
1 have for swearings yoa might e'en wear a leatbiv 
doublet too." 

452. The same Jefiries, when on the bench, told an 
>eld fellow with a long beard, that he supposed he hai 

> a conscience as long as his beard* ** Does yonr lord* 
■hip/' repHed the old man, "^ measure consciences by 
'beards? If so^ your lordship baa no consci«M)e tk 
alK" 

« 
Lord Chancellor Thurlow. 

453. When Lord Thurlow was at the bar, bis clerk 
was one dsly reading to lilm a legal instrument, and 
when he came to the part, " Jdo devist all tfiatfarmp 
lo,* &c. &c. he was seized with so violent a fit of 
coughing, that he could not proceed : on which thf» 
testy lawyer exclaimed, " Read on, taith a cwie <<r 
^tnk^&ur heira and tMr heirs/or e^er,** 

464. One day, when Lord Thurlow was very busy at 
Ins house in Ormond-street, a poor curate applied to 
hin^ for a livii^ then vacant. '* Don't trouble m^ 
■aid the <;hancellor, turning u]]|on him with a frown* 
ing brow, " don't you see that T am busy, ahd can't 
listen to you? — what duke or lord recommended 
you?^ The poor curate lifted up his eyes, and with 
dejection said, he had no lord to recommend him but 
the Lord of iiosts* "" Tbe Lord of hpsts," replied the 
chancellor, "the Lord of hosts!—! belicTe I have 
had recommendations frmnnost lords, bnt do not 
recollect one from him before : so do you bear, yoang 
man, you shall have the living." 

456. Mr. Tiemey once obserred of this noble and 
learned lord, whe was much given to sweatiBgand 
parsimony, tbaifae WM % ligid difc^lmrian in hii 
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456. When Lord Tbarlow was clmncellor, hii 
mace-beareiv Wkf) hsd attended him to the coart and 
Mie H»ii8eof Lords for yauv in awfol silence, think- 
kig one day that he saw somethinr like a umile en 
his faee^ teutttred to simper ont» *'' My lord, this is a 
fine day.""---*' I>-4^oa and the day, too,'' thmdeirtd 
oat ys lordship. ! 

' * Lonn CHA)«cfeLtoa Claris. 

45t. A fHk>w named Hanlon^ t new-s-hawker, in% 
A) Cddicted to whiskey that he t-elicd rather Upon his 
impadence and bis wit, thafi upon his trade ; for he 
would familiarly address gentlemen of the first eon* 
^qnence by their names of Jack or Tom, and invito 
&em to take a bit of dinner or drink a glass of whis- 
key with him, always ending his joke by requesting^ 
the loan of a hog to drink their healths. He one day 
addressed Lord Chancelior Clare in this way, who 
replied, " What Hanlon ar'n't you hang'd*^ yet — I 
tefl you, I've no change."—" Ah ! by St. Patrick^ 
Joft Jack,'' answered Hanlon, "if hanging was 
, Mrly divided you'd had your share ten years ago ; / 
^fbih Ikadtctgood a hmise as you eotdd rohy any how^ 

Lord Chief Jilstice Holt. 

'^ 458. The great Lord Chief Justice Holt, wlmi 
young was very extravagant, and belonged t& 4 dn^ 
of -wUd fellows, most of whom took to an inftunoost 
oowse of life. When his lordship was engagc^d at 
1^ Old Bailey, a man was tried and eontieted cC » 
robbery on the highway, whom the jadg« remembered 
to have been one of his old companions. Moved by 
tlwii <5Qr#osity wIuk^. as natural on a retriqpetti^n of 
met Hfoy Holt, thhiking that the fUlow did mI kkiow 
lam, itt^od what was become <»f «a«li md aadi of Jii» 
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^kl associates. The cnlpnt, making a low bow, aiid 
fctchiog a deep sigb, said, *' Ah, my lord ! they are 
all hanged but your lordship and I.** 

Lord Chiep Justice King. 
450. The Kev. Mr. Whiston, so well known in the 
bterary world by bis writings, bein^ one day in dis- 
^ course with Lord Chief Juf^tice King, who was 
brought up at Exeter a rigid dissenter, a debate arose 
about signing articles which men do not believe, for 
the sake of preierment, which the chief justice openly 
justified ; " Because/' said he, " we must not lose 
onr usefulness for scruples." Mr Whiston, who was 
quite of an opposite opinion , asked his lordship-^lf 
in their courts they allawefl of such prevaricationi 
He answered — ^They did not — "Then," said Mr. 
Whiston, " suppose God Almighty should be as iniJi 
in the next world as my lord chief justice is in mis ; 
where are we then t" 

Lord Mansfield, 

460. Lord Mansfield examining a man, who was 
a witness in the Court of King's fiencb, asked him 
what he knew of the "defendant! *• Ob, my lord, )l 
knew him ; / was t^ io him,'' — ** Up to him r said his 
lordship, " what do you mean by being up to him ?*'-— 
" Mean, my lord, why / tuas down vpon him I" — ** Vp 
to him, and down upon him," s&id his lordship, 
turning to counsellor Dunning, ** what does the fellow 
mean?''—** Why, I mean, my lord, as deep as ke 
thougfat himself L stags^*d him, — ** i cannot eonceiye, 
iriend," rejoined the judge, ** what you mean by this 
sort of language, 1 don't understand it." — ^"Not 
understand it!" rejoined the fellow, with surprise, 
*' What aJUi jfou must be," 

461. Lord Maasfield had discharged a coaehman 
whom he suaneoted of having embc^ed his com s 
a short lune^afterwafds be received a letter ft-om a 
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mfrchailt m the city, roqueifiog A efeanwter ciT tb* 
dijmisMd lervant: his jordship accordingly wrota 
au answer, that he was a very sober man, and an ejE^ 
cettent coachman, bnt that be believed be had cheat* 
ed bira. Seme time after this, gQii^ to Caen^wood, 
bis lords^hip met his oJd coachman, wbo accosted him,' 
repressing himself glad to see him in . sodi good 
health, and thanked him for the character lie bad 
given him, in consecpience of which he had got au ex* 
cellent place. — ^ Yoar lordship,*' he said, '' has bees 
pleased to saj I was a sober man, and a good coaeh- 
nan, but that you believed I had cheated yon ; my 
master observed, that if I answered the two first de- 
scriptions, the last he thought little of, for he did not 
think: the devil himself oould cheat your lordship." 

40% On a trial before Lord Mansfield, an actioa 
was brought to ascertain some privileges ooucemiiij; 
the boundaiics of two parishes, upon which a great 
deal of money was spent, to elucidate a question 
which was not of three- pence consequence to either 
party. In the course of the trial. Lord Mansfield 
having taken notice of some pointed observation^ 
vduch had fallen from one of the witnesses, a former^ 
be begged leave to ask him a few questions, merely 
for information, concerning the customs of overseers, 
and other officers, who manage the parish money. 
The farmer, with great cheerfulness, appeared ready 
to satial)r bim, and his lordship said, '' lui the cDtiraA 
of your evidence I think you noticed tbat the pa- 
rish money was very often impl-operly applied; 
BOW I do not mean to insiuaate that you wocUd bo 
likely to misuse it; but as yon mentioiied tbmtyw» 
were once oburcbwarden, if yon have no objection, JD 
should wlsli to hear what was done witb the money 
at that time.''—'' Why, my loid,*' said the fanner, 
** the money was worse appbed wliile t was. <$hiireh- 
warden than ever 1 knew it in my Bfe.''— ''-Indeed P 
said bis lordftblp; "* I should be gh^ to know bow,"* 
p 
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— " Why, my lord," sud the famer, * 111 MI ywi. 
A gentleman, who had lived some time mmtmg ws^ 
%^ into Yorkshire, where he died. In bis will he 
beqae&thed about an hundred and twenty pounds to 
th« poor of our parbb. We applied tor it often, but 
'twould not do ; the executors and the lawyers, and 
one or another were giad enough to keep the nsoney 
jH their hands; for you know, my lord, 'tis an old 
faying, that might can overcome right Well, we did 
■ot know wiMt toxio. and i cante to your lordship ior 
ftdvice. You were then Counsellor Murray. I re- 
member, my lord, you advised us to file a biU inChao-^ 
eery. We did s<» ; and, after throwing a great deal 
of good money after bad, we got, I think they caU it» 
a decree ; and such a decree it was, that, when ell 
expenses were paid, i reckon we were about an bun- 
dred and seventy-five pounds out of pocket. Now* 
my lord, I leave you to judge whether the parish 
mcmey was not likel> to be worse employed while I 
tms churchwarden, than ever I knew it before," 

Lord Chief Justice Mansfield. 
463. Id the court of Common Pleas, Nov. 1^, 1913, 
a motion was argned, in which Sergeant Yaughaii 
iDBisted that c^mfMu seme was on Uie side of hit 
oHent. ^ Common sense ! brother Yaugbau, (said the 
lord chief justice) doQ*t yon knew that the House of 
liOfds declared long ago, that it was a shockaeg^tkiag 
ielfitrodQee common aenMe into tlie lew.'' 

LOED AVONMORB. 

: 464. The late Lord Avoomore, eltbeugh a ma« of 
dktinguisbed talento, waa too apt, liom % hasty dispo- 
MtMMi,to ai tieipato the tendency of aa aigament 
A ceiebmted lawyer^ whose ihent had rafered ill 
oonaequeooe of tliis habit, took the fbUowing method 
of r^Hoviug it. Being eugag^ to disc ta oompiny 
M^ like aoMe lord, hedelayadfolag ce leag, that the 
cmnamr wfitm wi^^umtt ivheabe cMlered the room : 
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ii»-i yol i fig td ftr kb ateaor , appavta^ wHb wi^ 
agitftliom ttatkig, that, from a mekBcfaoly eTeol 1m 
bad just iclla08se<l> be kmtkd kiiMelf unable ^ojjM^ 
tut. Uf feeliogfl: ^< I waa pafsififf through the mmeijf 
md he ; ^ a calf was bovod to a pofit: tlie butohar 
Ind drawn hti Imile^ aad was ymta advaiiciag:^ whea 
ft b^antifal child ran acrow bin» uid in a niODienl! 
he killed''—''^ child r exclaimed hia lordship} 
^ No, mj lord, the ttt^s bat y^m krdship is ia 
He habit of antifl^Mlisii.^' 

Lord Hackerstovi. 

465. ** Hackersten*s cow" is a Scotch jMroverb, of 
which the following is the origin. A tenant of Lord 
Hackerston, who was one of the jodges of the Court 
of Session, one day waited on his lordship with a 
woefiil conntenance. ^ My lord/' said he, " I an| 
eome to inform your tordstaip of a sad misfortnae ; 
my cow has gored one of your lordship's bows, so that 
I fear it <;annot Kyc/'— ** Well, then you innst py 
tor it"—** Indeed, my lord, it was not my fault, and 
you know 1 am a very poor ma«.'^— ** I can't help 
that ; I say yeu must pay for it ; I am not to lose my 
eow/*-*^** Well, my lord, if it must be so I cannot 
say against yonr lordship— but stop, my lord, I bo» 
fieve I have made a mistake ; it was your lordship'a 
cow that gored mine/' O I that ia quite a difierent 
aliair — go along, and don't trouble me ; I am bnay^-* 
go along, 1 say/' 

Sir FLETCHtR Norton, 

466. The late Sir Fletcher Norton waa in his cha- 
racter of a counsellor rather coarse ; hcf once exa- 
mined Mr. Alderman Shakespeare asa wiMiess, and 
in the course of his examination said, in a mde way, 
"And pray what trade are you, iViend?*'— ** A rop0^ 
puxhety at ^(mr service*^ replied the alderman. 

Vmm 8ERJBANT DaYT. 

467. Seijeant Daffy, of farow^heating mcmoiy, w$ 
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originally a dnif^st at Exeter, but, beeemtej^ bank* 
rapt, turned bis attention to the law, and suooeeded; 
'in examining a witness at the Castle, in Bxeter, the 
man, being rather more aeourate in his rccollectioii 
of the time when the assault happened than Dairy 
wished, be said to bim, ** My friend, how is it that yoa 
)(5an recollect an affair of this kind, which happened 
so long ago V To which the other gave for anwser* 
^ l*bat it was exactly the day when Bully Davy shut 
up shop, and cheated him of fifty pounds ; a circun^ 
stance he should remember all tlie days of bis life." 

468. On another occasion, a person justifying bail 
to the amount of three hundred pounds, the same 
learned serjeant thus examined him: — " What pro- 
perty liave you to the amount of six hundred 
pounds?'^—'* I have two hundred pounds in tlM 
stocks."—" Well, and what morer— " I have stock 
in trade to the amount of three hundred pounds.'' — 
*• Well, and what roorer—- " I have household fur- 
niture worth ninety pounds.'* — ^*^ Well, and what 
more ; we still want ten ponndsr — ^ 1 have a note 
of one Dmvy fic five and twenty pounds, that has 
been due several years ; and, though he has promised 
it again and a^n, I can't get a farthing of it.'' — 
Lord CkUfJuthc€. **Have you any more oucstion.% 
Brother Davy?"— •'No, my lord," said the crest-r 
fallen serjeant and set himself down. 

Mr. Serjeant Cockle. 

469. A countryman on a trial respecting the right 
of a fishery, at Lancaster ^izes, wan cross^^amined 
by the late Serjeant Cockle, who, among many other 
auestipns, asked him, ** Does thou love fishr — 
*^ Yea,*' s^d the poor fellow, with a look of natiye 
simplicity ; " but I donna' like CoekU sauce with if* 
A roar of laughter followed, in which the serjeant 
joined with'his usual good biinioiur« 
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470. The following liaes on Se«j^aut Be U fiwot th , 
mMdk Swift inserted in otne a^t his poerns^ gaiw rise (# 
« wlent resentment on the part of the barristtr t«^ 

^^ So at the bar the booby Bettesworth, 
Though hal^-a-crown overpays his sweaf s worth. 
Who knows in law, nor text, nor margei^ 
Calls Singleton kit bradur terjeant" 

The poeoi was sent to Bettesworth, at a tiro* wh«9 
iie was surrounded with his friends in a cqnfiiria^ 
pajr^y. He read it aloud tiH he Iiad finished the lin^B 
relative to himself. He then flung it down with great 
Tiolence — tremMed and turned pale — and, after some 
pause, his rage for a while deiiriving him of qtteraDC% 
Jbe took out his penknife, and, opening it, vehemently 
swore, " With this very penknife will 1 cut off his 
«ars.** He tlien went to the dean's house^ and nol 
finding biin at home, followed him to the house of a 
friend; where being sb^wn into a back room, ha d^ 
sired the doctor might k>e sent ibr ; and on Swift eor 
Bering the room, and asking wba^ were big com- 
mands, *' Sir," said he, '* 1 am Sf'ijeant Bett6ft- 
worth"^-" Of what regiment, pray, sir?*' said Swift 
**■ O Mr. Dean, we knew .your powers of raillery— yo« 
know me well enough ; I am une of bis majesty's Ser- 
jeants at law, and 1 am come to demand if you are 
author ?of this poem (producing it), and these vil- 
iainoos lipes on mer— " Sir," said Swift, " when I 
was a young man, 1 had the honour of being iutir 
mate with some great legal characters, particularly 
Lord Soraers ; who, knowing my propensity to sature, 
advised me, when I lampooned a knave or a fboi 
never to own it. Conformably to that advice, I teU 
you that I am not the author." 

John ©unwino (aftirwards Lord AsBBURTaw), 

471. A geiitleBiaiii wli» was exaioined as. a wiABCM 
by liie lata eclabnrted Mt. J>Daiung, being vepea*- 
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edly asked by the counsellor if be did not lodge in 
the verge of the court, at length replied, " He did/' 
^— '^ And pray, sir, for what reason did you take up 
your residence in that place?" — ^** In the vain hope,^ 
replied the other, *^ of avoiding the rascally imperti* 
nence oidwtadugS^ 

4t7% Counsellor Dunning was cross-examining an 
old woman, who was an evidence in a caseof assault^ 
respecting the identity of the defendant. ** Was he 
a tall man V says he. " Not very tall ; much ahont 
the siae of your honour." — ** Was he good-looking?^ 
— ^*' Not very; much like your honour." — "Did ho 
cqumt ?"— ** A little ; but not so mfich as your hiy* 
Hour." 

473. Examining a witness on another occasion, he 
a«ked him the age of the defendant, it being a ques- 
tion of infancy. The witness said be did not know^ 
*• Can't you give an opinion?" — ** No." — " Surely you 
can guess the age of a man you have seen so often ; 
you can say whether he was sixteen or sixty I" — ^* No.* 
—** No ! why, could you not guess whether I am 
sixteen or sixty ?" — " Not exactly. From your ajv 
pearauce, I should suppose you to be sixty ; but from 
thie questions you ask, I should imagine you onlj 
sixteen." 

474. A handsome young woman, who was a wit* 
ness In a trial of mm. xon. before Lord Mansfield,^ 
was interrogated by Counseller Dunning, who, think* 
ing to confuse the woman, made her tkke ofi' her 
bonnet, that he might have a view of her counte- 
nance, and see (for all counsellors are complete judges 
of physiognomy) whether the trutli came from her 
lips. After he had put many ridiculous questions to 
her, be* asked her whether her mistress had ever 
communicated the important siecret to her. ^*No^ 
wr," said th? woman; "she nerer 4id."-r-** How 
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Hicn COT yevi twear to her infidelity T—*^ Because I 
saw froother gentleman, besides my master, in bed 
with her."—" Indeed r said the connsellon "Yes. 
indeed, sir.'* — ** And pray, my good woman,** said 
the modest connsellor, thinking to silence her at 
once, <** did yoar master (for J see yon are very hand- 
some) in return tor his wife's infidelity, go to bed to 
yonr — ** That trial," said the spirited yoniM^ wo- 
man, ^ does not come on to-day, Mr. hlabbercbopt.^ 
-^^ — Lord Mansfield was tickled to the sonl; ht 
thrust his hand into the waistband of his breeches^ 
(his custom when highly delighted) and asked Dm- 
ping if he had any more questions to pvt ** No, my 
lord, I have done ;" said the ehop-tallea wator, set- 
tling his wig, and sitting down. 

475. A fellow, who was a witness in the Gr ofrent 
canse at Westminster Hall, having a Bardolphiaii 
nose, Counsellor Dunning, thinking to embarraat 
him, began with, " Now yon, Mr. with the cappn 
nose, now you Arc swoni, what have yon to say r— . 
," Why, by the oath I have sworn," replied he, ** I 
would opt exchange my copper nose for yonr hrtuen 
face/' 

John Lee. 

476. Tlie retort conrteous was fully experienced 
by the celebrated counsellor Jack Lee, on the north- 
em circuit; for being engaged in cross-examining 
ope Mary Pritchard, of Biutisley, he began wim 
^ Well, Mary, if I may credit what I hear, I way 
ventnre to address you by the name of Black Moll.'* 
<-r-'' 7uth, may yon, Maister Lawyer," said she ; ** fqft 
I ^im Always called so by thn blackgnards/* 

Hon. TIfoiiAs (now Loro) Erskine. 

477. Wh^ Mr. Thelwall was on his trial at the Old 
Bailey, for high-treason, during the evidence for the 
ptoseention, he wrote the f<rfkmng note^ an^aieiit if 
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|o hi^ counsel i«^'' Mr« £rskijiey I aiii determiiied to 
plead my cause mysel£*' Mr. Erskioe wrote under 
1^ « If you do, you'll be (langed.'' To which Mf. 
Thelwall hnioediately rejturiied this refdy, '^ Then I'll 
be baaged it* I do." 

478. In Ihe Court of King's Bench, a witness, 
named Lincoln, was ealled tCptove a hand-writing ; 
and, havisg looked at the paper some tine witliout 
speaking, Mr. Ersidiie exclaimed, " Weil, sir, what- 
Is yottr belief? Dcmt let the devil overlook Litteoln; - 
b«A 'give us yowr belief of the hand-writing." The wit^ 
ness, with great composure, turned round and said, 
^' I did not observe, sir, that ^mi were looking over 
me; and, as for the band- writing, I can form no 
judgment of it.'* The court was convulsed wi^ 
iiMighler. 

Mr. (now Baron) Graham. 

479. A case was, some years since, argued before 
the court of chancery, in which there was some dis- 
pute about the age of a woman, whom Counsellor 
Gi^aham (now the baron) had stated to be ^ye and 
forty, rather against evidence. The master of the 
rolls disputing a little the position of Mr. Graham, 
the latter said, "I'll lay you a bottle — I beg your 
honour's pardon, I really fojgot where I was,** 

Mr. Mi no at. 
4801 Counsellor Mingay, after he had retired (rota 
practice, beiiig one day in company, where the im- 
eertainty of the krar l^came the topio of coaversti- 
ticm, he wa» applied to fior his qjioioa, upon which 
he laconically observed, *^ If any man was to claim 
tbQ coat opoo niy bAck, aad threaten my reibsal with 
a h»r-«iiit, he should certainly huve it ; test, in de- 
fendiiig my chU^ I should, too late, find that I vm 
depmud <»f n> amfoiwHaiso/' 
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^ * M%.(wm Bahos) Wood. 

481. The present Mr. Baron Wood, wbo,^ before 
bis elevation to the bencb, was an eminent qpedal 

Seamier, one . evcuinji; graced the boxes of Drary- 
ne theatre, to see Af aebeth. When the hero qnes- 
tions the witches what they are doing, Ihey answer, 
** A deed withoot a name." Our coanseller, wbcoo 
attention was at tbat moment directed more to Coke 
npon Littleton than Shakspeare, catching the acton 
words, repeated, ** A iked withont a name~-\rhy 'tia 
void.'' 

462. Some nights alter, he made a similar comment 
at tiie representation of Othello, when the general 
was so loadly crying oot, "My handkerchief my 
handkerchief;" he observed, that if it had beenpjck- 
e^oat of Desdemoiia's pocket, Mrs. Litchfiold might 
be indicted as a principal felon, and Cooke at a re- 
ceiver of stolen goods.*' 

Mr. (now Sir William) Garrow. 

483. A witness in the conrt of King's Bench being 
cross-examined by iMr. Garrow, that learned gentle- 
man asked him if he was not Kf&rtvne-teller^ '* I am . 
not,'* answered the witness ; *' but if every one had 
his doe, I should have no difficnity in telling yonr for- 
tune.** — *' Well, fellow,'* says Mr. Garrow, '' pray 
what is to be my fortune T* — ^*' Why, sir,'* rejoinea the 
witness, ** f understand you made yonr first speech at 
the Old Bailey, and I think it is probable that yon 
will make your last speech there." Lord Kenyon told 
the witness, angrily, '^ That he wonld comnnt him.'' 
— " I hope,'* answered he, " yoor lordship will not 
commit yourself." 

484. Mr. GaiTdw,examiiung awitneaa, asked bim 
what bis business was: he answered, ^A dealer ia 
old iron."—" Tben," said the coonsel, ." Yon must 
of course be a thiefl"— -<^ 1 don't eee^^ i^lied the wiW 
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ness, '' why a dealer in iron ukusi necessarily be a 
Jdiiefy more than a dealer in 6rc»tf.'' 

485. In tlie course of a trial in the King's Bench, 
Mr. Garrow, in examining a corpulent witness, ohh 

' served, " You gentJemen millers seem to thrive het- 
ter than we do at the bar/' — " Yes," renlied the wit- 
ness, " because we sleep better. "-7-" Why so ?" con- 
tinued Mr. Garrow. " Because," said the miUeCy 
" we have clearer consciences, I take it" 

486. Mr. Garrow, in examining a very young lady, 
who was. a witness In a case of assault, asked her, if the 
person who was assaulted did not give the derendacut 
very iti language ; if .he did not call him a rascally 
ScotcU cobier, and utter other words so bad, that he, 
the learned counsel, had not impudence enough to 
repeat them : she replied in the aiirmative. ^* WiU, 
you, madam, be kind enough, then," said he^ " to tejl 
the court what these words were ?"— " Why, sir," re- 
plied she^ ** iiyau have not impudence enough to speak 
them, how can you suppose that / have." 

Mr. Dauncey. 

487. At the Stafford assizes, Mr. Dauncey, in cros»- 
examining a simple country fellow, asked iiim» if he 
did know how much money such a person had in his 
pocket when he went from home ? *' No, sir," sai4 
the lad. *' Look at me," said the counsel, ^* you aro 
upon your oath : will you say that you do not know!*? 
— *\\es, sir. Now," said tho fellow, " look at nt^ 
m : can you teU how much money I've got in vf^ 
pocket?" 

Mr, Baldwin. 
4$& Mr. Baldwin, who left the bar for the secre- 
tary of state's oi&ee, having one day been employed 
to oppose a penion justiiying bail in the court of 
King*s Bench, after «3king some common-place tjues* 



d by Google 



ions, Was getling^ a Httle agromidy when a wat^sh 
cemi^lor l>ehiDd whispered him to interrogate the 
bail as to his having been a prisoner in the Gloucester 
jay. llitis infracted, otir learned advocate boidljr 
asked, ** When, sir, were yon hist in Gloucester 
jaiir' The bail, a reputable tradesman, with aston- 
isbnetit declared, that he never was in a j^il in his 
Bfe. Mr. fialdwinr insisted that he had been a pri- 
Mner at Gloucester : but, being able to get nothing 
oat of him, he turned round to his friendly brother, 
and asked for what the man had been imprisoned. 
The answer was, ** For tuieide V* Without hesitation 
he then questioned him thus : " Now, sir, 1 ask yon, 
ttpon your oath, and remember that I shall have your 
words taken down, was you not imprboned in Glou- 
cester jail for the crime of suieide t^ 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas (aftirwards 
Lord Melville.) 
4S9. Tlie late Lord Melville, when Lord Advocate 
of Scotland, arguing a case before the court of sessioi^ 
and wishing to establish perjury in a female witness 
who had been Examined ui^er a commission, by an 
inferior clerk of the court, tlius coocluded his ha- 
rangue : — ** I trust I have satisfied your lordships, that 
diis base woman has perjured herself, not only in pre^ 
ience of Almighty God, but, what is nuyie, in presence 
^ David Murray, your lordship's commissioner/' 

l^jdHT Hon, John Philpot Curran. 

496. Lord B , who sports a ferocious pair of 

whiskers, meeting Mr. Curran in Dublin, the latter 
said, " When do vou mean to place your whiskers on 
the peace estahlishmefUV* — ^** When you place your 
toi^ue on the civU list" wts the reply. 

491. Jtfr. Corran, it is well knoMli, had brought 
his action, for crim, eon. with his frail rib, against a 
tlcrgyman, named Sandys, a frequent guest at his 
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table, and a favourite familiar in his faouee* In thi9 
action he succeeded; and, although he never iol^ 
lowed up the decision by suing for a divorce, he ef- 
fectually established the identity of his own antkf^^ 
Some time after this occurrence, he was employed 
for some combining journeymen carpenters, prose- 
cuted for a conspiracy, riot, and assault^ uponcer- 
tain other chopsticks, who were considered, by the 
journeyman's club, as unlawful men; and, while 
cross-examining one of the prosecutors, who had 
been suddenly dubbed a master-carpenter, and was a 
simple-looking country fellow, he put to him a num- 
ber of puzzling questions, andiimongst others — *' ¥ou 
juiy, friend, you were a journeyman carpenter about a 
month ago, and you are now a master ; 1 should be 
glad to know from you by what particular process a> 
journeyman carpenter is hatched into a master/' The 
witness, witli a vacant stare, said — He did not nn- 
dmtand the question. Mr. Curran continued — 
** I'll be glad to know, fellow, what difference you 
feel in yourself now from what you had wlien you 
were a journeyman ; have yon more teeth than you 
nsed to have ? The witness, after.a short pause, with 
a stare of simplicity, full in the barrister's face, an- 
swered. "No, in troth, sir; nor more Aor/w neither.'* 
This was a hit too palpable to be parried ; and the 
rOT)ly, after some confusion, was, '* You may go down, 
fehow ; I shall ask you no more questions." 

492. Mr. Curran possessed perhaps a greater influ- 
ence over the feelings of his auditory than any other 
professor of forensic eloquence ever did, and has been 
frequently known, by the pathetic force of his ora- 
tory, and the inej^haustible fund of his wit and re- 
sistless hnmour, to keep the juries whom he address- 
ed alternately in tears and laughter, during the 
c^ucse of a trial ; and yet, like other great wits, he has 
been frequently put down by an unexpected repartee 
' from the most simple of those witoesses whom he 
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endcaTonred to badger by cross examinatioiL Ib ao 
importajit cause, where a country schoolmaster, 
named Lilly, ^as a principal witness, and had given 
his direct testimony with ail due gravity, arrayed in 
all the graces of syntax aud prosody, Mr. Curran 
proceeded to croAs-examitie the witness, and began, 
with a faniilar nod and an arch look, in the first sen- 
tence of Corder>'s Colloquies, ** Sahe^ Chtmii.'' The 
aohooimaster immediately answered, *' Si* tu quofM 
$tihnt9 BemardL" This unexpected answer com- 
pletely disarmed the barrister, and produced a gc* 
oerai laugh at his expense. 

493. Mr. Curran, being one day counsel for the pro- 
aocution of a reputable young tradesman, brought 
forward by some military officers, for a violent as- 
sault in the box-lobby of the theatre, three of whom 
had heroically drawn their swords upon him ; and,, 
although he bad no other weapon than a walking- 
itick, he contrived in his defence to cudgel the he- 
roes pretty soundly, and break their swords into the 
bargain ; Mr. Digges, son of the celebrated trage- 
dian, was a witness for the defence, and was cross^ 
examined by Mr. Curran. The interrogation was of 
some length, and was a neat dikiogue of quart and 
tierce ; for though the witty barrister practised all 
his ingenuity, and attacked the witness in every way, 
rough and smooth, he was foiled at every longe by, 
the cool Digges, who was not to be discoucertedL 
At last, defeated at all points, he says, '' And so, 
Mn Digges, you venture to swear positively, in the 
face of tbis court, that this amiable, mild, and inof- 
fensive Mend of yours— this murky ruffian, after oIh 
trading into the boxes vrith his greasy breeches, his 
dirty boots, and his bludgeon, before he knocked 
down this gentleman, received a most tremendous 
pin scratch upon his ring finger, that put him to ex- 
cmciating torture ? eh f — ^ That is yow ^rsion 
of the evidence, sir, and not rniW;" said Mr. 
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Bilges. ''Coifie, eome, Mr. Biefek, temnnbfr 
where yt)U are, «ir; you are a sennble man; con^ 
duct yourself widi decorum to this court; rcmenibej: 
it is no place for displaying your witticifms : but 
ahswer my question. Did yt^u not say this gutter 
bully, your ftiend, received the first a sanlt, in a 
tremendous pin scratch upon his right fing^, that 
Warranted him in the attempt to knock out this gen- 
tleman's brains with his cudgel T—** Sir,'' answered 
Digges, '* I hope I kimw my respect to this cotnt. 
Jifid not come here to display wit against truth : 1 
am aware it becomes rather my duty to cppwie truth 
against wit. I said my friend received the first 
wound on his left hand littfe finger. I have heard it 
Was a fiddle finger, but nei^er a ring finger. I said it 
was a wound and not a scratch, inflicted with a 
broadtword, and not a pin ; and though it was not fitO 
deep as a draw-well, nor so wide as a chtu'ch-door, 
it would do to warrant a man tepelling such an at- 
tack, in the best way be i;ould. As to the braifu Of 
ibe gentleman, they were out of the question : I said 
nothing about them, nor did I think there was a pro- 
bability of his having: any.^ Mr. Curran asked no 
more questions. 

Mil. COL'bECK. 

' 494. The veteran CouseHor Colbeok olie day 
cross-examining a country-fbllow, as a witness, aidced 
him, in several waj-s, what he thought a particular 
person to be, fVom his own knowledge, hearsay, m 
belief; but could extract no other answer than that 
He did not know, and could not tell. — ** Come, 
fellow," said the counsellor, ** answer me on your 
oath : what would you take me to be, if you did 
not actually know my person, and should meet tah 
t.i the street r — "Why then," says the felteW, 
•* since you ask me, I will tell you, sir. By wirfri* of 
toy oath, if you bad not that wig and gown Upon vou» 
1 should take you for a lUtU aidd Jew pedlar/* The 
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learyod oouiiMQ«r wm sUeaoed at aa palpabto % hH 
at his persooal aj^arance. 

Mr. M'Mahon. 

495. A Counsellor M'Mahon had once a client 
of his own coantry, who was a sailor, and having 
been M sea for some time, bis wife married again ia 

V^is absenee, for which be was resolved to prosecute 
pet; and, coming to advise with the coanscllor, he 
told him he must have witnesses to prove that he wa» 
alive when his wife married again. " Arrah, by my 
shoul, that shall be impossible,'' said the other ; *' for 
iny shipmates are all gone to sea again, upon a long 
voyage, and shan't rctiu-n this twelvemonth." — " Ob, 
then," answered the counsellor, "there can be xa^ 
thittg done in it ; and what a pi^y it is that such ^ 
brave cause should be lost now, only because yon 
isannot prove yovrsdf to he alive J' 

Ma. £oAN. 

496. The late Counsellor Egan, who was what is 
called a determined^frt-eaf^, being one day engaged 
in a criminal prosecution against a gentleman, for 
sending a challenge to another, who had called him a 
liar and a scoundrel, was very elaborate in. his argu- 
ments against the immoral and sanguinary' prac^tice 
of duelling, and decried, with much vehemence, the 
temerity of the defendant, which couhl not be jusjti- 
fied by any provocation in words, however contume- 
lious, even the terms of liar and scoundrel. ** And 
pnyr,. Mr. Egan/' said Judge Tinucano, "what 
would you have done, if the plaintiff had called you 
by such names?"—." Done," answered Egan, quite 
off his guard, " by the living God, I would have dl- 
lacerated him upon the spot." 

Sir William Addington. 

497. On Sir William Addington's quitting his situ- 
ation as chief magistrate of the Bow-street office, the 

Q 2 
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flowing parapiEpli appeared in a morning paper : — 
" Sir W. Addington retires from the practice of tlie 
law, to devote his hours to the study of it/' 

^ Anonymous and Miscellaneous. 

4d8. An attorney, in Dean Swift's conlpany, gaire 
himself great liberties of conversation with him. At 
iength this impudent limb of the law asked the dean, 
■** Supposing doctor, that the parsons and the devil 
should litigate a cause, which party do you think 
would gam it?*'—** The devil, no doubt," replied the 
dean ; as he would have all the lawyers on his side.*^ 

499. An attorney brought an action against a 
farmer for having called him a rascally lawyer. An 
t>ld husbandman, being a witness, was ai&ed if h^ 
lieard the man call the plaintiff a lawyer? '^ I did/' 
was the reply. " Pray," says the judge, ** what is 
your opinion of the import of that word?" — ** There 
can be no doubt of that," replied the fellow. *' Why,^ 
^od man, '* said the judge, ** there is no disbonoor 
in the name, is there?" — ^'* I know nothing aboat 
that," answered he; "but this I know, if any mas 
called me a iawyer VA knock him down." — ^'* Why, 
sir," said the judge, pointing to one of the counsel, 
'' that gentleman is a lawyer, and that, and that, and 
I too am a lawyer."—** No, no, replied the fellow ; 
no, my lord: you are a judge, I know; butl'm sure 
you are no fou^^er." 

dOO. A lady asked an old nncle, who had been an 
attorney, but who had left off business, what were 
the requisites for going to law ; to which he replied : 
** Why, niece, it depends upon a number of circum- 
stances. In the first place, you must have ag-omi 
cause. Secondly a good attorney. Thirdly, a good 
eounseh Fourthly, good evidence, Fittbly, a good 
Jiiry» Sixthly, a good judge. And lastly, good &fk.** 
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MEDICAL. 

Sir John Tabor. 

501. W1>€D Sir Job a Tabor went tq Versailles, tq 
try tbe elfects of bark upon Louis the Fourteenth's 
only SOB, the dauphin, who had been long ill of an in* 
termittini^ fever, the physicians who were about tlie 
prince did not chuse to permit him to prescribe to 
their royai«patient till they bad asked him some mc^^ 
dical questions : aniou^ others, they desired him to, 
define what an intermitting fever was. He replied, 
f* Ckntlemen, it is a disease which I can cure, and 
which you cannot,'' 

Dr. Radcliffe. 

502. Dr. Mead, when very youog, consulted Dr. 
Radcliffe, on the means of risings in his profession. 
" There are two ways of doing so,'* replied that sa- 
gacious and extensive practitiooer, ** by bullying, oc 
by cajoling mankind. I have bullied tliem, and done 
yei;y well, as yon see ; you perhaps will cajole them^ 
and that may .do full as well.*' 

503. A paviour, 4o whom Dr. Radcliffe was indebt- 
ed, after many fruitless attempts caught him just 
getting out of his chariot at his own door, in Blooms* 
bonr-sqiiare, and demanded the payment of his MIL 
** What, you rascal,** said the doctor, " do you pre^ 
t^nd to be paid for such a piece of work ? Why, you 
have spoiled my pavement, and then covered it ovc^ 
with, earth to hide your bad work V'— " Doctor^ doc- 
pr,^. siUd the p)t|iocff^ ''mine is not the toly ba4 
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work that the earth hides !"— ."You dog/' said the. 
doctor. ** you are a wit ; jott must be poor, come 
in*' — and he paid him his demand* 

604. Dr. Radcliffe was remarkable for a sadden 
thought in extraordinary cases : be was once sent for 
into the country to a gentleman who was dangeronriy 
ill of a quinsy; and the doctor soon perceived that 
no application, internal or external, would be of any 
service ; upon which he desired the lady of the honse 
to order the cook to make a large hasty-pudding; 
and when it was done, to let his own servant bring it 
up. While the cook was about it, he takes his man 
aside, and instructs him what he is to do. In a short 
time the man brings up the pudding in great order, 
and sets it on the table, in full view of the patient. 
" Come, John," said he, " you love hasty-pndding, 
eat some along with me, for I believe yon came out 
without your breakfast." Both began with their 
spoons, but John's spoon going twice to his master's 
once, the doctor takes occasion to quarrel with him^ 
and dabs a spoonful of hot pudding ill his face; 
John resents it> and throws another at his master. 
This puts the doctor in a passion ; and, quitting his 
spoon, he takes the pudding up by handfuls, and 
throws it at his man ; who battles him again in the 
same manner, till they were both in a most woefh! 
pickle. The patient, who had a full view of the 
skirmish, was so tickled at the fancy, that he burst 
into a laughter, which broke the quiusy, and cured 
him, for which the doctor and his man were well rer 
warded. 

505. A gentleman, who was affected with a eon^ 
stant rheum in his eyes, waited on Dr. Radcliffe for 
his advice. 1 he doctor prescribed, and desired him> 
of all thhigs to leave off drinking wine. In the 
course of a few weeks, the gentleman experienoed 
the good effect of the prespriptloD, and thovght Iw 
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cenld not do lest than call on the doctor to retnm 
him thanks. He was not a little soiprised to find 
faim in a tavern, and very merry over a bottle of wine, 
with a friend, notwithstanding^ his eyes were affected 
with the same disease he had jost removed. " Well,'' 
said the gentleman, '' I see yon doctors don't, follow 
yoar own presoriptions.** The son of .fisculapius 
knew in an instant what he meant, and made this ob- 
servation : '* If yon love yoar eyes better than wine, 
don't drink it ; but as 1 love wine better than my 
eyes, I drink it." 

506. Amongst the many faewtia relat^ of Dr. 
Badcliffe, it has been noticed, that when he was in a 
eonvivial party he was Very unwilling to leave it, oven 
tfaongh sent for by persons of the highest distinction. 
Whilst he was thus deeply engaged at a tavern^ a per- 
son called in order to get him to visit his wife, who waa 
dangerously ill ; but no entreaties could prevail on 
the disdple of ^Esculapius to postpone his sacrifice to 
Bacchus. Enraged at the doctor's obstiiiacy, the 
man, who was very strong, took him up in his arms, 
and carried him off in spite of bis resistance. Rad- 
chffe was at first much enraged, particularly as th<a 
circumstance excited much laughter amongst the 
spectators. 'Having cooled a little, however, befora 
he was set down, he listened to the apology of the 
husband, who excused himself for his rudeness by 
extreme illness of his. wife: he then exclaimed wita 
an oath, in his usual manner, *' Now, you impudent 
dog, I'll be revenged of you, for I'll core your wile«" 

507. Attending an intimate friend in a dangerous 
ilhiess, Dr. Radchffe declared, in an unusual strain of 
geiierosity, that he would not take k fee. At last, 
when the cure was complete, and the physichm was 
takij(ig Ins leave, " I have put every day's fee," said 
tl^e patient, ^* in this purse, my dear doctor ; nor 
must your goodness get the better of my gratttude.'*. 
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Thadoctoyeyed the purs«, counted the days of hisi 
ttfondai^^ in a momn^t; and tlien extending^ lus 
hand by a kind of professional mechanical motion, 
teplied : " Well, T can hold out no longer : sivgle I 
could have refused the guineas ; but, all together, 
they are irresistible/' 

5^, Dr. RadcUffe used to threaten some of hfs 
brethren of the faculty — ^That he would leave the 
whole mystery of physic behind him, written on half 
a sheet of paper. 

Siu Samuel Garth. 
509. Sarah, Dutchess of Marlborough, once press,- 
iog the duke to take a medicine, with her nsua) 
warmth, said, " Fll be hanged if it does not prove ser- 
viceable." Dr. Garth, who wa& present, exclaimed, 
" Do take it then, my lord duke, for it musf be of 
use one way or the other," 

Dr. Woodward. 
*510. Dr. Woodward and Dr. Mead had frequent 
altercations, which at length produced a rencontre. 
TKey both drew, but Mead, not loving cold iron, was 
retreating, when Woodward making a false step, fell 
down. His ~antag<mist then ran in, and standing over 
him, demanded if he would submit, and ask his life, 
^*if you threatened me with your physic," said 
Woodward, " I might beg my life ; but I certainly 
sball not ask it for fbar of ydur itword. 

Dr. Cheyne. 
^11. Dpcjtors Cheyne and. Tadlow were exceed- 
ingly corpulent men, but the last was by much thq 
largest Cheyne coming into a coffee-house one mornr 
iog, and observing Tadlow alone and pensive, asked 
him what occasioned his melancholy? "Cheyne," 
aays be, *^ I have a yery serious thought come athwart 
mo :. I am considering how the people Mfil) be able t<) 
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pit yom voA I H tiiegnnre, wben w« ^e.^-**' Wlbj,^ 
sayi Cheyne, '* six or dgkt stout fellowt maj tiikk« 
-me there at once; bat it is certain that 70a mttst h« 
canried at twice/' 

Vn, Wakd. 
613. An old woman having contnlted Doctor 
Ward, he prescribed for her: in a few days she 
waited on him again, and hi a piteous tone told him, 
that his prescription had no effect The doctor look- 
ed at her, and after a pause, said, ''You should drink 
aglass of rin r— ** So I do, stt."— " You should dtetok 
a secondr-^'* S« I do, idr, and a third and a fourth." 
— •* Why, you old beldam," cried the doctor in a 
passion, *' how can you expect that my medicine 
should do you any good, when you take so muck 
pains to couiirferact it V 

Dr. Case. 

613. Dr. Majendie of Canterbury, Dr. Raddiffe, 
and Dr. Case, once passing a very jovial evening to- 
gether, " Here, brother," cried RadcHffe, ** here, 
brother Case, suppose we drink a health to all the 
fools that arc your patients."—" I thank y^u, my 
wise brother Kadcliffe/' replied Case ; " let me ha^e 
all the fools, and you are heartily welcome to the Test 
<rf the practice." 

Dr. Rock. 

614. As Doctor Rock was stimdiiig at his door on 
Ludgate-Hill, a regular bred physician passed, who 
had learning and abilities, but not the success in his 
practise which he deserved. ** How comes it," says 
he to the quack^ *^ that YOU, without edncaticm, aki|ly 
or the least knowledge of ^ science, are enabled to 
live in tite style you do ? you kec^ your town-honae, 
your carriage, and your country-house; whilst J, al- 
lowed to possess some knowledge, have neither, and 
can scarcely pick up a subastence."— ** Why, look 
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V(m/',9aidRcifl^«miUjB9, '< (KKWr^m^MHO^ people dk> ^ea 
J[|uiiikl ImvQ p^$ed us since yo^ asked me thQ ques- 
Jjjott 2 ---" Wby," aaswered the doctor, ^' perbe^ps it 
liundred."— " And how many out of that hi}|hdre4t 
think you, possess common sense?'' — " Possibly one/' 
loiswered the doctor* ,**The»,**'said Bock, " that one 
Qovlajl tQ T(H^. •f^ I ii^ke care te^ fct the lO^^ nine- 
ty-niiw/' 

^ ^i)R. JBarrowbx* 

3^ Tbelate'Dr. fi^r^wbyiiiterestedlbimself veiy 
i'iafk favour of SirG«oi^erVaiidepitt, lyrho was uo- 
mi^^^ted^a op]^itio^ to the eourt party« At this pe- 
riod the doctor had for some weeks attended thenoted 
Joe Weatherby, master of -the Ben Jonson's Head, 
in Ru^sel-street, Covent-garden, who had been greatly 
emaciated by a nervous fever. During the Poctor^ 
Tisits, the patienfs wife, not knowing that gentle- 
man's political attachment, had frequently express- 
ed her unea^nesa that her Jpey could net get up and 
vote for her good friend Lord Trentham. Towards 
the end of tiie. election, when very uncommon ipeaus 
were used on both sides to obtain the suiOfrages of the 
people, the doct(^, caUing one morning on his patient, 
to bi^ great astonishment, found him up and aUnost ' 
dressed by tbe nurse and her assistants. *' Hey-day ! 
M'hafs the cause of this ?" exclaims Barrowby, ** wh^ 
should you get out of bed without my directions?" — 
** Dear doctor," says poor oNl Joey, in broken ac- 
ca«ta, ^\l am going to poU." — '^ To pott! vepK^thc 
dqiptoar with great warmth, (sqpiposing that .he c6^ 
poi^sed tbc same side that his wife did), '^ goii^ to ^ 
tbe ^e^il you mean ! Why do you not know that the 
9old air must destroy you ? Get t» bed, man ; get to 
.bed as &^t a& you c^m, or immediate death may 
i«au^"— 'VOh, air ! if that be the case," returns the 
patiei^ in fsuilteiijQg; accents, ^* to be sure I mu^t act 
aa yoH advise,iiie ; bvt I love my country, sir, and 
tifoughti while my wiic wa« out, to seize this oji^port^- 
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dhy to go to Coveiii%&(|^ ehorcli, aiid>dt« ftr Sir 
George Tafideput.^— ** How, Joey, Kt Sir Ocorjfol* 
" Yes, sir, I wish him heart&y Well/'—" Do yoAf^ 
Wayk the medical poHticiaii. llold! nurse ^ doiiY 
pull off his stockings again ; let me feel his poise'.. 
Hey ! very well ; a good firm stroke ; ftds wul do; 
yoa took the pills I oi3ered last night ?"—" Yes, doe- 
tor; but they made me very sick/'—** Aye, so muf3l 
the better. How did your master sleep, nurse f-^ 
*^ O 'charmingly, sir," replies the nurse. — •*DMher 
Well, if his mind be uneasy about this election, he 
must be indulged ; diseases of the mind greatly af« 
^ect tk>se oflhe body^ Come, come, throw a4^reat 
ooat or blanket about him; it is a fine tlay; but the 
sooner he goes the better ; the sun wiU be down vcrf 
soon. Here, here, lift him up ; a rid^ wifl d<r hitn 
good: he shall go to the hustings in tny chaitot.** 
The doctor was dbectly obeyed, and poor Joe ' WeJi- 
tiierby was carried in the chftriot to the place of pdO^ 
where he gaye his yoice aceording to his oonscie^k^ ^ 
and, two hours Met his medical fiiend h&d fefthim at 
his own fiouse, he absolutely departed this liib, load^* 
edi^l^ the reproaches of his bdoved W^^ and the 
court parly. 

' Dh. BuctiAV. 

516. An old gentleman, who used to 'frfetiuent ont^ 
of tbe coffee-houses, being unwell! bought ^e might 
make so free as to steal an opinion conc^rnin^ his 
tstoe : accordingly, ho one day tbok an opportunity of 
asking Dr. Buchan, who sat in the same box with 
him, what he should take for such a complaint ** M( 
tell you," said the doctor, saicastically ; ** you tliioxM 

Dft. MowsEY. ' » 

517. Dr. Monsey once going along OxRwrd-ttdAet^ 
ohBervtfd ft poor woman at a butclier^ shoj), asking 
ttie pric^ w a fine iiicce of be<5f. The bf utc artswb- 
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ei tiiA womiQt *' One penny ^ pdaad," thinking, no 
doabi, it Mrat too good for her. ** Weig^h that piece 
of beef,'* said the doctor. *' Ten pounds and a half/' 
Hud Mr. Butcher. *' Here, good woman/' cried the. 
doctor, ** hold up your apron, and take that beef 
borne to your fanuJy." — ** God bless your honour T — 
** Go off directly — home : no compliments ! Here» 
^. Butcher/' says the doctor, '* give me chanj3;e out 
of this shilling for that poor woman's beef." — * What 
do you mean, sir T* replied the butcher.** Mean, sir ! 
why to pay for the poor woman's beef what you asked 
l|er, a penny a pound. Come, make haste, and giro 
mo three halfpence ; I am in a hurry." — ^' Why, sir, 
— " said the butcher. "No why sirs with me/' 
aaja the doctor, ** give me my change instantly, or I 
will bi^eak your head.'' The butcher again began to 
M^postulate, and the doctor struck him with all bis 
force with bis cane. A number of butchers had by 
this time gathered around him. The doctor told the 
4tory, and they could not refrain from laughing at 
their brf)ther steel. The butcher vowed ho wottld 
summon the doctor before the court of conscience.. 
The latter gave the man his address, but never gotiiif 
ohange, or heard any more ot him. 

^18. The windows^ Ihe apartments of this eccen- 
tric character, who "i^ras for half a century physician 
to Clielsea Hospital, looked into the college court and 
walks. When he had ariivcd at a very advanced 
age, many members of the faculty, who thought this, 
situation extremely desirable, and the doctor literally 
ain incumbent, most naturally looked forward to thie 
termination of his existence ; and the applications to 
the minister to succeed Dr. Monsey were innumera- 
ble. Indeed, in consequence of their ardent hopes' 
of the place, the court of Chelsea college used to be 
the &vottrite walk of the medical candidates.^ Here 
they Were wimt to eiy oy themselves, in the contemf^a* 
tiflipi of ili»4Ktvaiitagea of the situation, its vicinity to 
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^e metropolis, and the beaaty of the surroimdiii]^ 
sc^enery.— ^oach-houses gratis, and a hundred other 
agremetUy had eertainly uieir due weight ; while the 
doctor, sitting at his window, used to enjoy his own 
' thoughts, and smile at th«ir presumption. One day, 
this humourist saw, from his observatory, a physician, 
accompanied by his friend, who were tsdcing a survey 
of the spot. The friend was pointing out to the can- 
didate the pleasant situation of the medical apart- 
ments, and enumerating the various advantages 
of the college residence. As Monsey was fond of 
teizing, he immediately descended. A few words 
served for his introduction ; when, turning to the 
physician, he said, " So, sir, I find you are one of the 
candidates to succeed me.'' The physician bowed, 
and he proceeded. *' But you vnll be confoundedly 
disappointed." — *' Disappointed V said the physician, 
with quivering lips. " Yes," returned Dr. M. " yoa 
expect to ouSive me, but I can discern from your 
countenance, and other concomitant circumstances, 
that you are deceiving yourself—you will eertainly 
die first ; though, as I have nothing to expect finom 
that event, I shall not rejoice at your death, as I am 
aid at mine.'' This was actuaDy 



jovL would at mine." This was actuaDy 
the case : the candidate lived but a short time. Bul^ 
to return to the doctor: he was so diverted vnth 
checking the aspiring hopes of his brethren of the 
faculty, that whensoever he saw a physician on the 
look out, he used to go down and comfort him in the 
like manner. He had done so to several, and what 
is very extraordinary, his prognostications were in 
every instance verified: the medical speculators 
shrunk aghast fipom Chelsea ; so that, at the death of 
Dr. Monsey, the minister was not engaged by a sin- 
gle promise, nor had for some time had a single ap« 
plication for the place of physician to tfie college* 

619. Sir Robert Walpole often played billiards 
with his ndghboitur Dr. M<msey, who was much hi» 
R 
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superior at the game. ^' How happens it/' said Sir 
Robert one day, " that nobody beats me at billiards 
but you, doctor Y' — " Becaust*,*' said Monsey, ** they 
.play for places ; I only for a dinner and praise/' 

620. Dr. Reid, well known by his medical re- 
ports V in the Monthly Magazine, was requested by a 
lady of literary eminence to call at her house. *' Be 
sure you recollect tlie address/' said she, '* as sho 
quitted the room, " No. 1, Chesterfield street" — 
" Madam," said the doctor, " I am too great an ad- 
mu'er of politeness, not to remember C/iesterfield, and 
I fear too selfish ever to forget immber oneJ^ 

621. The same gentleman was once in company 
where a discussion took place on the merits of a phy- 
siciah (since deceased), who was considered a very 
prosing writer ; the gentleman happened to be pre- 
sent whose task it was to put the doctor's works in a 
dress fit to appear before the public, and one of the 
company took occasion to remark, how much they 
were indebted to his revision and care. " Indeed/' 
said the man of letters, " you make too great account 
of my share in the business ; I do but little ; I some- 
times expunge a word or a sentence, and sometimes 
put a comma, or a semicolon where they are wanted.'* 
— ^*' If you are intrusted witli so much power, sir,** 
said Di-. Reid, " I sincerely hope you will soon pirf a 
/M//*toptothem." 

Dr. Harrington. 

622. A vain old country surgeon once calling upon 
Dr. Harrington, of Bath, told him with great exulta- 
tion,Nthat he had obtained a diploma to practise phy- 
sic. The doctor asked if the form of a diploma now 
ran in the same style as at the early commencement 
of those honours. " Pray, what might that be?" said 
the surgeon. " I'll give it you," replied our Galen; 
when, stepping to his daughter's harpsichord, ho 

r 
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played and ^nng the followiogprophecy of the witches 
to Macbeth : — 

** He must, he must. 

He shall, he shall. 

Spill much more blood, 

And become worse. 

To make his title good." 

** That, sir," added he, " was the true ancient 
mode of couferring a Scotch degree on doctor Mac- 
beth." 

Dr. Walcot. 
523^ A patient of some distinction was teazing 
Peter Pindar with his symptoms, and though he had 
nothing scarcely to complain of, told him that he fre- 
quently had an itching, and begged to know what he 
should do. " Scratch yourself sir," replied Peter ; 
which laconic advice lost him his patient. 

Dr. Zimmerman. 
524. During the last illness of the great King of 
Prussia, Dr. Zimmerman attended on his majesty. 
The warlike monarch in merry humour accosted his 
physician—" Well, doctor, I suppose you have 
help'd many int^ the other world.*' — " Not so many?*' 
replied Zimmerman, ** as your qaajesty, nor with so 
much honour to myself." 

Mr. (now Sir William) Blizabd. 
. 625. Mr. Blizard, the surgeon, being ill of a fever, 
several of his profession made interest with the go- 
vernors of the London Hospital to succeed him, 
Blizard recovering, and meeting some tmne after witt' 
one of these sUk-geons at a coffee-house, the latter be- 
gan to apologize for his having solicited, urging thftt 
it was no more than what was customary, where an 



hospital physician or surgeon was supposed to be in* 
danger — "Sir," said Blizard, " if you will forgive 
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me living, I will forgive you soliciting, 
R 2 



184 MBDIGAL, 

MoNSR. Petit. 
626. " As your skill in your profession is so great,'' 
said a person to Mr. Petit the celebrated French 
anatomist, '^ why do you not cure all the diseases of 
' the human bodyT — " My skill may be great/* re- 
plied Mr. Petit ; ** but unfortunately we anatomists 
are like the porters of Paris, who are well acquainted 
with all the streets, but are ignorant of what is pass- 
ing in the houses.'* 

Mr. Scanlon. 

527. During the time that martial law was in force . 
in Ireland, and the people were prohibited from hav- 
ing fire-arms in their possession, some mischievous 
yarlets gave information that Mr. Scanlon, who was 
a respectable apothecary of Dublin, had three mortart 

. in his house. A magist'ate^ with a party of dragoons 
in his train, surrounded the house, and demanded in 
the king's name, that the mortars should be delivered 
to him. Mr. Scanlon immediately produced them ; 
adding — ^that as they were useless without the |i««l/!^, 
these also were at his majesty's service. ; 

Anonymous and Miscellaneous. 

528. A gentleman who canvassed for a surgeoncy 
at the Bristol infirmary, waited upon a grocer who 
happened to be a subscriber, and, making his bow, as 
is usual on these occasions, said — ^'^ Sir, I have taken 
the liberty of troubling you, to request that you 
woul d ■ — ," at which moment perceiving, by the 
stern brow of the. grocer, that he was about to receive 
9, plump refusal, with great promptitude the applicant 
changed his tone, and instead of soliciting his vote, 
ended his sentence with ^^ weigh me a pennyworth 
of plumbs !*' and laid the money on the counter. 

529. A surgeon being sent for to a gentleman who 
had just received a slight wound in a duel, gave or- 
ders to his servant to go home with all possible speed 
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ftnd felch a certain plaster. Tlie patient, tuminjic a 
little pale, said, — " Sir,' I hope there is no danger." — 
** Yes, indeed is there,** answered the surgeon ; •* for 
if the fellow don't make haste, the wound will heal 
before he returns.*' 

530. A physician who was fond of the chase, being 
asked how he came to send «]| his patients to Bristol, 
Bath or Tnnhridge, when past recovery, said — that 
it was only in tlie field that he wished to be in at tht 
death, 

531. It is well known that the Tetenms who pre- 
»de at the examination of surgeons, sometimes ques- 
tion minutely those who wish to become qualified. 
After answering very satisfactorily to the numerous 
enquiries made, a young gentleman was asked, if he 
wished to give his patient a profused perspiration 
what he would prescribe. He mentioned many dia- 
phoretic medicines in case the first failed, but the 
nnmerciful examiner thus continued: "Pray, sir, 
suppose none 6f these succeeded, what step w6uld 
you take next?** — "Why sir," enjoined the enraged 
and harassed young Eseulapius, " I would send him 
here to be examined; and if that would not give him 
a sweat, I do not know what would." 

532. A legislator desirous of binding the people in 
Iron rhfuns, enacted laws without number. In the 
interim, he fell sick, and fiis physician prescribed 
for liim innumerable medicines. " Why is this pro- 
fusion of physic ?'* cried the patient " To restore 
you to health," was the reply. ** But, amidst so 
many remedies, may not some destroy the effect of 
others?" — " Pardon me, sir, it was my intention to 
treat your malady in the same manner in which you 
lr«at the state.*' 

533. A physician being sent for to a lady, asked 

B 3 
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her fhe usual questions ; as, whether she eat pretty 
hearty? " Very much so:"— "DM she sleep wellf 
*' Extremely well :" and many other questions, to all 
of which he received answers which shewed that the 
lady was in perfect health, only a little fanciful. 
** Well, madam," said he, departing, *< I will en* 
deavour to prescribe something to remove all these 
symptoms/' 

534. A quaker apothecary meeting Dr. Fothergill, 
thus accosted him : '^ Friend Fothergill, I intend 
dining with thee to-day." — ^** I shall be glad to see 
thee/' .answered the doctor. " I intend bringing my 
family with me,-" si^s the apothecary. " So much the 
better," quoth the doctor. " But pray, friend, hast 
thou. not some joke?" — " No joke indeed," rejoined 
the apothecary, " but a very serious matter. Thou 
hast attended friend Ephraim these three days, and 
ordered him no medicine. I cannot at this rate live 
in my own house, and must live in tbin^." The 
doctor took the hint, and prescribed handsomely for 
the benefit of his friend Ephraim, and his friend 
Leech the apothecary. 

635. When Sir Walter Farquhar was created a 
baronet, a friend sent him a volume of Shakespeare, 
containing the first part of Henry IV. ; in which he 
had doubled down the page, where Falstaff soUlo^ 
quizes over the dead body of Sir Walter Bloont, 
and with his j^encil had scored under these words 
— <*Can honour mend an arm? No, — Or set a leg? 
No, — Honour hath no skill in surgery then ? No.-^/ 
like not such grinning Honour as Sir Walter hath" 

536. An apothecary having refused to resign his 
seat to an officer's lady, the officer feeling himself 
much insulted, sent him a challenge: the apothe- 
cary was punctual at the meeting, but observed, 
that having never been accustomed to fire, he had to 
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propose a new way of settling^ the dispute. He then 
drew from his pocket a pill-box, and taking from 
thence two pills, thus addressed his antagonist : '* As 
a man of honoor you certainly would not wish to 
fight me on nnequaJ terms, now here are two pills, 
one composed of the most deadly poison, the other 
perfectly harmless, we are therefore on equal ground 
if we each swallow one^-take your choice/' It is 
needless to add, that the affair was settled by a 
hearty laugh. 

637, Dr. M — d coming out of Tom^s coffee-house^ 
a poor apothecary met him at the door, and accosted 
bim with a request to lend him five guineas. /' Sir/' 
said the doctor, ** I am surprised that yon should 
apply to me for such a favour, who do not know 
you." — " O, dear Sir," replied the apothecary, " it is 
for that very reason ; for those who do, will not lend 
me a farthing.*^ 

538. A physician being sent to a very whimsical 
old lady, having felt her pulse, and finding her in a 
high fever, asked her how old she was. She replied, 
" eighty ;" " and pray how much longer would you 
livef^ said he, and immediately quitted the room. 

530. In a dispute concerning the superiority of 
man over the brute creation, and wherein that supe^ 
riority consisted, a gentleman contended, that it con- 
sisted in the power of ratiocination, and of drawing 
inferences from premises; while his opponent, who 
was a physician, insisted, that animals possessed the 
same power. When the company broke up, the lat-* 
ter gentleman went to visit a patient, who was a 
painter, of the name of Wiseman. In the course of 
conversfttion, the physician adverted to the patient's 
trade, and took notice how well the sign over his 
house-door was painted; and asked him, whether 
lie thought he should be able, >f hen recovered^, to 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



188 MEDICAL. 

tiraw sorae curious object for him! "O yes, Sir,** 
answered Wiseman : " I can draw any thing." 
** Pray," said the doctor, ** can you draw an infer- 
ence ?** — ^* Why no doctor," replied he, ** I do not 
think I can." Returning from his \isit, he overtook 
a brewer's dray, the fore-horse of which was remark- 
ably strong and beautiful. " You have a very fine 
horse there, friend,'' said the doctor, " he seems to 
draw extremely well." " Aye, sir, that he docs ;" 
said the man, " he will draw any thing." — '* Pray," 
returned the doctor, " do you think lie could draw 
an iuforencc?" Lord bless you, he can daw a thou- 
sand ,** answered the drayman. The next time the 
doctor met his patient, ** Well, sir," says he, " I 
think you will now allow me to have established my 
argument, as I have met with a ivise man who could 
not draw an inference, and with a dray-horse who 
could draw a thousand." 

540. A lady consulted a physician of eminence, on 
account of some rheumatic pains and a troublesome 
cough which she laboured under in a severe winter. 
The doctor accordingly wrote a prescription which 
was sent by the footman to the apothecary's, as usual. 
The young gentlemen- who were employed as dis- 
pensers, read it with a smile, and recommended the 
messenger to take it to a haberdasher's on the 
opposite side of the street, as apothecaries did not 
keep the articles prescribed ; upon which the footman 
enquired what the doctor had ordered, when be was 
informed by the young ^Esculapians, that the pre- 
scription ran thus: **Take — a good warm double 
Scotch shawl, and apply it immediately round the 
shoulders and chest: add also, secun<ifim artem, a 
Atout Welch flannel petticoat." 

54[l. A prince having asked his physician how much 
^aily food was required to nourish aod support the 
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body, tbe physician replied, '* One pound of food wilt 
support one man ; should he take rnQre, the man will 
support the food.'' 

542. A certain physician, when he \isited his rich 
and luxurious patients, always went into their 
kitchens, and shook hands with their cooks. ** My 
good friends,*' said he, ** I owe you much, for you 
confer great favours upon me. Your skill, and your 
ingenious and palatable art of poisoning, enables ua 
medical men to ride in our carriages; without your 
assistance we should go on foot and be starved.'^ 

543. A celebrated surgeon was called upon by a 
gentleman to attend a friend in the country. The 
gentleman offered to carry him to the place. — " By 
what conveyance V* — ** 1 will take you down in a gig.'' 
**! am much obliged to you,** said the wary dis- 
ciple of ^Slsculapius, '' but I decline your offer, as I 
have at this moment half a dozen gig patients under 
m^ care.'* 

544. A medical gentleman observing a lady in a 
Tery ill state of health, stepping out of a post-chaise, 
where a servant was scouring the doorway, politely 
asasted her, saving, ** Alow me, madam, to prevent 
your kicking the bucket,*' 

545. An apothecary being dejected during a very 
healthy season, was asked the reason.-—" I have 
good cause,'' said he, ** to be a//, for all my friends 
are ireW." 

546. A nabob in a severe fit of the gout, told hit 
physician he had suffered the pains of the danmM« 
The doctor coolly rejoined *• what alreadtf ?" 

547. A person, says an oriental writer, comphiJlied 

to a physician of the beU^^-ache. He asked what Jie ^ 
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had eaten that day. The answer was, hnnit bread. 
The physician prescribed an eye-water. The patient 
asking how that was to cure the cholic, tho doctor 
answered, " You first require medicine for your eyes ; 
for if they had s^en perfectly, you would not have 
eaten burnt brcai" 

548. All the teeth of a certain talkative lady bein^ 
loose, she asked a physician the cause of it, who 
answered, *' it proceeded from the violent shocks she 
gave them with her tongue.'' 

649. A surgeon being examined as a witness for the 
plaintiff in a certain action of assault, was asked what 
he had found it necessary to do in consequence of the 
bruises he liad received in the affray : ** I bled liim, 
sir,'' said the surgeon. ** And pray was that neces- 
sary V asked the defendant's counsel. " Sir," replied 
he, ''we always deem it necessary to do something 
when called in," 

550. A physician, much attached to his profession 
and bis own skill, during bis attendance on a man of 
letters; observing that the patient was very punctual 
in taking his medicines and following his rules, ex- 
claimed in the pride of his heart, *' Ah, my dear sir, 
now you deserve to be ill** 



Dr. Radcliffe. 
551. Sir Godfrey Kneller and Dr. Radcliffe lived 
next door to each other^ and w«re extremely inti- 
mate. Kneller had a very fine garden; and as the 
doctor was fond of flowers, he permitted him to have 
a door into it. RadcUffe*s servants however gather- 
ing and destroying the flowers, Kneller sent to inform 
him that lie would nail up the door ; to which Had- 
€^^, in his rough manner, replied, ^' Tell him, he 
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may do any thing but pairU it**— :" WelK'* replied 
Kiiellcr, **he may say what he will; tell him 1 wiU 
tiUie any thing from him except physicJ" 

Dr. Cheyne. 
652. When the celebrated bean Nash was ill, Dr. 
Cheyne wrote a prescription for him. The next day 
the doctor coming to see his patient, enquired it* he 
had followed his prescription. " No, faith, doctor/5 
said Nash ; 'Mf 1 had, I should have broke my neck, 
for I threw it out of a two pair of stairs window.'* 

Dr. Pitcairn. 
553. Having been out a shooting one whole morn- 
ing without killing any thing, his servant begged leave 
to go over into tlie next field, for he was sure there 
were some birds there : " and," added he, " if there 
are, I'll doctor them." — " Doctor them," 3aid the 
master; "what do you mean by thatf — ''Why, 
kill them, sir." 

Dr. Barrowby. 
664. The profligate Doctor Barrowby, whose wit 
had too often a strong tincture of ill-nature, was one 
evening very hard upon Mr. Hill, an apothecary, 
who had been in grqat distress. Hill took no notice 
of him at first, but suffered him to run on till he 
changed the subject, when among other things, the 
doctor mentioned his having been out of town for a 
week. " Aye," said Hill, " that was published in 
all the Saturday's papers." — "In what formT says 
the doctor. '* Why, decreased in burials this week, 
one hundred and forty-four.'^ 

Dr. Thompson. 
666. Dr. Thompson was a peculiar sloven, and, in 
the practice of a physician, an utter and declared 
enemy to muffins, which he always forbade his pa- 
tients. Being one^day upon a visit to Lord M. tl4l 
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company were tissembled at inreftk^t long before the 
doctor appeared: and, just «$ he entered the room, 
in au uncouth habit. Lord M. uncoTf red a plate of 
niufiOins, which Thompson fixing his eyes upon, with 
some indignation ssUd, *' My lord, did not I beseech 
your lordship before, never to suffer a muffin in your 
house V^ To which hi;{ lordship archly replied, ** Doc- 
tor, 1 am extremely fond of all muffins, but raga^ 
muffins J^ This pleasantry of the turn, at the doctor's 
expense, set the table in a roar. 

Dr. Duncan, 

656, Three years ago, Dr. Constancio, a young 
Portuguese, of very uncommon talents and know- 
ledge, after regularly studying at the university of 
Edinburgh, applied for a degree of doctor of medi- 
cine ; but his pen having rather severely, though per- 
haps notiinjustly, lash^ the learned professors, they 
were pleased to refuse him a diploma. Next day 
Professor Ddncan meeting a student, asked him 
when he meant to graduate ; to which the other an- 
swered, (a near relation of the professor, not over- 
burthened with science having passed the day be- 
fore,) "iV«Mf; IJUuter n^jseyiam not avfficiently 
ignorami to he entitted to pass,*' 

Sir Walter Farquhar. 
•557. Some years ago the numerous friends of th6 
late Lord Melville were much alarmed for the valuable 
life of the right honourable gentleman, on hearing 
that he was gone into the country for the benefit of 
his health, accompanied by Sir Walter Farquhar. 
To relieve their fears, a ministerial paper informed 
then), that Sur Walter did not travel with A$r. Dundas 
»8 u physieian imt U5 SL/rieruL 

Dr. Tronchin. , , 

658. Atthe rehearsal of one of Voltaire's t^ediesy 
%i Mr. Cramer, bookseller at Geneva, (anid the aa« 
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ihor's own iiinnodiate publisher,) was finisliing his 
p«rty which was to end with some dyings sentences, 
Voltiorey all*despotic oTer those he thought his de- 
pendents, cried out aloud — ^* Cramer, you hved like 
a prince in the four preceding acts, but in the fifOi 
yon die like a bookseller.^' Dr. Tronchin, the Boer- 
baave of his age, being present, could not help, in 
kindness^ interfering; adding withal, ''Why, Mons. 
ie Voltaire, can you expect gentlemen to be at the 
expense of dresses, and the fatigue of getting up such 
.long parts, if you thus upbraid them ? On the con- 
trary, I think they all deserve the greatest encourage- 
ment' at your hands ; and as to my friend Cramer, 
I declare, tha^ as far as I am a jud^e, he dies with 
tiie sane dignity as he lired." Voltaire who detested 
adrice or information from an inferior, (for an au- 
thor was, in bis eye, beyond even an iiE^sculapius, 
had he been living,) made this cool answer ; " Pr'y- 
thee, doctor, when you have got kings to kill, kill 
them in your own way; but let me kill mine as I 
please/^ 

Dr. Morlau. 
659. M. Morlau, physician to tlfe Dutchess of Bur- 
gundy, going one day to the prince's with a sword, 
was jocose upon his adjustment, and said, '* Mon^ 
seigneur, do not ]^ou think 1 resemble captain Spez^ 
zaferro, of the Italian comedy?" — ^**It is impossible 
to rescf&ible him less," answered the pria<ie ; ** S^pes»- 
^eiro never killed any body^*' 

Chevalier Taylor. 
a^. Wfien the celebrated Chevaliet Taylor first 
set up his coach, he consulted with Foote about th« 
choice of a motto. *^ What are your arms V* says the 
wit. " Three mallards,'' cried the doetor. " Very 
good," said Foote, *' why then the motto 1 wouM 
recoattnend to you is, Quack] Quack) Quack T 
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Anonymous and Miscellaneous. 
661. A physician at Newcastle being summoned i<r 
a vestry, held in order to reprimand the sexton for 
the bhmdcrs lie had committed tlirough drunkenness^ 
dwelt so much upon the poor fellow's misconduct as 
to raise his choler, and draw from him this retort ; 
** Upon my word, sir, this is very ill-natured ; that yoa 
should be so eager to lay open ali^y blunders, when 
I have so often covered yours.'' 

562. A doctor who advertised his cure for the gout^ 
was sent for by a rich patient. The servant an- 
nounced to his master, lying in bed, the arriyal of 
the doctor. ** I heard no carriage under my window/' 
said the patient — **lSir," says the servant, " the doc- 
tor came on foot" — "What!*' exclaimed tlie angry 
patient, ** cure the gout, and not keep his carriage t 
John, go and horsewhip tlie fellow," 

563. A physician, who lived in London, attended a 
lady, who lived in Chelsea. After continuing his 
visits for some time, the lady expressed an apprehen- 
sion that it might be inconvenient for him to come so 
fiur' on her account " Oh, Madam !" replied tlie 
doctor, '*I have another patient in this neighbour- 
hpod, and by (hat means, you know, I kill tw9 birtk 
with one stone," — ** Doctor,'* replied the lady, ** you 
are too good a shot tor me," and she accordingly 
dispensed with his fiirther attendance. 

664. A clergv man being deprived for nonconform- 
ity said, " it should cost an hundred men their lives," 
This alarming speech being reported, he was carried 
before a magistrate and examined, when he explained 
himself by saying, his meaning was, that '* he intend,^ 
ed to practise physic*^ 

565. The principal ditference, said a oelebrated 
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vf'ii, between a regular physician aitfl a quack is — 
that you die tmder one, and the other kills yo^u 

666. A heretic in medicine bring indisposed, his 
physician happened to call. Being: told that the doc- 
tor was below, he said, ** Tell him to call another 
lime ; I am unwell, and can*t see him now.*' 

567. An old city humourist being told that Dr. — , 
the physician, was dead, exclaimed, " I am always 
giad to hear of a doctor's death ; it saves so many 

UV€S.** 

568. An apothecary, in DuHiam, has the follomng 
words written in his shop-window — " AH sorts of 
^kfing shffs sold here." 

669. It was mentioned to Mr. Windham, some 
years since, that the College ot Physicians and the 
Licentiates were going to law. ** Is not this very 
idle," asked Mr.W. " since they have means oi war- 
fare in their own hands ? Why don't they prescribe 
for one another," 

670. Dr. Saunders, some time since, going to liis 
eountry-house in his carriage, was delayed by a tum- 
pikeman, who refused to take the sixpence offered, 
saying it was a very bad one. The doctor looked at 
it again, told him it was a very good one, and bade 
bis coachman drive on. The tumpikeman directly 
seized the horses reins ; when the coachman whipped 
him most unmercifuUj% till he was obliged to let go 
his hold. Dr. S. being known, an action was imme- 
diajtely commenced, but put aside in two courts, by , 
the interest of the defendant, or the eloquence of his 
advocate. However, it was renewed in another, 
against the coachman. Here the plaintiff obtained a 
Tcrdict of 301. damages ; but when he came to Dr. 
S, thinking be would pay for his servant, he found^ 

s 2 
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uofortimatcly, that the eoacbman having fallen sick 
during the action, had been placed under the eare of 
a friend of his master's, who had put him safe under 
ground three days before. 

571. When Rabelais was on his death-bed, a con- 
sultation of physicians was called. '' Dear gentle- 
men,^* said the wit to the doctors, raising his languid 
head, ** let me die a natural death.'' 

572. An apothecary being with a largo company of 
bis neighbours, boasted, that a new patient, who had 
been many months confined to his bed, under the 
care of another apothecary, was out in twenty-four 
hours after he began to attend bira. " Yes," replied 
a person present, ^* I know that to be a fact ; I met 
him yestcurday, going io he hwiedJ' 

573. A tailor, having mended a pair of .breeches 
for one of his customers^ was carrying them home, 
when he saw a funeral pass by, attended in the pro- 
cession by an apothecary whom he knew. *' So mas-* 
ter," says he to the apo&ecary, " I see you are carry* 
ing your work home as well as I." 

674. The following curious paragraph, in honour 
of tlie Dutch physicians, was lately inserted in one 
of the London papers : — '* The mortality in Gronin* 
gen, Delft, and Rotterdam, was at tirst very great % 
but, alter the death of three physicians, it is stated 
to have abated very considerably." 

575. When Lord North introduced Dr. R to 

the king, his majesty made many enauiries eonce.in- 
iug the medical professors of Edinburgh, and the 
state of the college, of which the doctor was princi* 
pal. He being thus taken upon his own ground, ex- 
patiated at large, with gravity and decorum, now 
»nd then sU-oking his band, on the merit of the J^n« 
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burgh college, mentioned the various branches of 
learning which were taught in it — the number of 
students that flock to it from all quarters of the world 
— and, in reply to his majesty's particular inquiries 
concerning it, as a school of medicine, he observed, 
thalt no college could boast of conferring the degree 
of physic on so many gentlemen as that of IMin- 
burgh ; for it annually sent out more than forty phy- 
sicians, besides vast cfnantities of those whb exer- 
cised the lower functions of the faculty, as surgeons, 
apothecaries, &c. " Heaven !*' exclaimed tlie king, 
interrupting the doctor, '*' Heaven have mercy on my 
poor iubjectsJ^ 

676, A physician was wont to sa}', when he met a 
fnend, " I am glad to see you well." — ** In troili, sir," 
said one, ** I think you do but dissemble ; for the 
world always go ifl with you when it goes H,ell witU 
your friends/' 

677, Addison very humourously compared physi- 
cians to an army of antient Britons, as described by 
Julius Caesar, where he says of them, ** Some slay on 
loot, and some in chariots. If the infantry do not 
so much execution as the cavalry, it is because they 
cannot cpnvey themselves with so much velocity into 
all quarters, nor dispatch their business in so short a 
time." 

678w When Dagnessau Avas High-Chancellor of 
France, a severe law-suit was carried on between the 
physicians and the surgeons. M. Pe3Tonie pleaded 
ably, and requested tlie chancellor to order a high 
wall to be built between the hospitals of tlie two con- 
tending parties. " But if we dp build the wall," said 
the chancellor, *' on which side of it shall we place 
the sick." 

679. A Persian author relates, that a lover was 
s 3 
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searcbiog eyery place for a good ^ysician, ta pre- 
scribe to his mistress, who was illr He met a person 
who possessed a talisman, which enabled the posses- 
sor to see ghosts. On looking in it, he kaw crowds 
of ghosts, which had formerly been his patients, about 
the door of one physician ; several others, though not 
so many, about the door of another doctor: and, at 
last, at one door, he saw only a single ghost. He 
immediately called on the doctor, and, with many 
compliments to his skill ^nd superior practice, de- 
sired his advice. '* My superior practice T* cried iho 
doctor ; ** why, 1 u<^ver had but two patients in my 
life." 

580. An obscure physician quarrellingwith a neigh- 
bour, swore, in a great rage, that some time or other 
he would be the death of him. '* No fear of that, 
doctor," replied the other ; " for I shall n^ver. ^end 
for you." 

581. Counsellor Cripps being on a party at Castle* 
Martyr, the seat of the Earl of Shannon, in Ireland, 
one of the company, who was a physician, strolled 
out before dinner into the chnrch^yard. I)dnneri>e- 
ing served up, and the doctor not returned, some of 
the visitors wej-e expressing their surprise where he 
could be gone to. ** Oh," says the counsellor, '* he 
is but just stept out to pay a visit to some of lus old 
patients." 

582. A lawyer and a physician, having a dispute 
about precedence, referred it to Diogenes, who g^ve 
it in &vour of the lawyer, in these terms : — " Let tilie 
^hiefgo before, and the executioner follow." 

^83* Lord Loughborough rallying a physician, one 
day, on the inefficacy of Ms prescriptions, the doctor 
said, he defied any of his patients to find fault with 
bim. " That," answered the witty lord, ** is exactly 
what Jack Ketch says.'' 
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564* ^Ndnaii," laid a doctor one day, ^'canoom* 
plain of my having Used bim ilL"— '' IVae/' said bis 
fiiend ; ** becanso all yoa were ever called to attend 
iUed under your hands/' 

685. ^' Why not tend for a doctor,** said a man to 
fais sick (nend. ^ Because, though ill, I do not yet 
wish to die," he replied. 

586. In a late cause at Derby assizes respecting a 
will, evidence was g^ven to prove the testator (an 
i4>othecaTy's wife) a lunatic; and, amongst many 
other things, it was deposed that she had swept a 
quantity of * pots, phials, lotions, potions, &c» into 
tiie streets, as rubbish. ^' I doubt," said the learned 
judge, ** whether sweeping physic into the street be 
any proof of insanity." — ^^ True, my lord," replied 
the counsel ; ^ but sweeping the fots away certainly 
was/' 

587. A noted oculist was in a room, crowded with 
l^ompany, and was asked what he thought of such a 
lady — ^was it not a pity that she squinted? ** Squint, 
pir,*' replied the in^Uible doctor; ** I wish every lady 
in the room did the same ; there is not, I assure you, 
a man in Europe can cure squinting but myself." 

588. A physician who went to see a sick patient, 
was told by the servant that she had just expired. 
^ Your lady may be apparently dead," said the doe- 
tor, '* yet not actually so." He alighted from his car* 
riage, and went up stairs, whero be found his patient 
actually dead, with the customary fee in the palm of 
her hand ; and, taking it, *^ I see," said the doctor, 
with much seriousness, *' the poor lady gxpecUd me." 

589. A phyncian wishing to instruct his pupil in 
the mystenes of the science, took him to see a pati* 
drt, who was confined to his bed. ** Sir,*' said the 
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physician to the sick man, ^* you have been im pru- 
dent; you have* eaten oysters." The patient con- 
fessed that he had. When the physician returned 
home, the pupil asked him, ** How he came to dis- 
cover that the man had eaten oysters." " Why," re- 
plied he, ** I saw some oyst(T shells under the bed.'' 
Shortly after this, he sent his pupil to pay a visit to 
the same person ; but he soon returned, saying that 
he had been turned out of the house. " Why so f* 
asked the physician. ** Sir," replied the pupil, ** for 
saying that he had been imprudent, that he had eaten 
a horse." — *' A horse ! you blockhead ; and how 
could you say so V* — *^ Because, sir, of the symp- 
toms." — "What symptoms! ignorance!" — ** Be- 
cause, sir, I saw a saddle and stirrups under the bed V^ 

500. An honest countryman went some time ago to 
Edinburgh, to prociire a medicine for a sick child* 
The apothecary, Mr. G. gravely directing the shop- 
man to infuse the powder in a pint of aqua foniis, 
*• Hold," says the clown ; " how much does the me- 
dicine coat without the aqua fontis V — " Fourpence,** 
said the unsuspecting son of Galen ; ^' and one shil- 
ling with the liquid." — *' Very well," replied the 
shrewd fellow ; hand me the powder, I'll e'en be coo- 
* tent with aqua jmmpis.'* 

591. An apothecary was drank to in a public com- 
pany, by a person who said ** Your health, bro- 
ther.'' The proud sou of the pestle and mortar 
wished to know on what account he called him bro- 
ther. " Why," said the other, ** we are brethren 
by trade ; yon are an apothecary^ and I am a slop- 
seller." 

592. It is said of b Bath physician, that he could 
not prescribe even for himself without a fee, and 
therefore, when unwell, that he took a guinea out of 
one pockety and put it into the oth$r^ 
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W3. Otie very dark night, Mr. EIwos, hnnyiog 
along tlie street, ran with such violence against the 
pole of a sedan chair, that he cut both his legs very 
deeply. Colonel Timms, at whose house he was, in- 
i^tedon an apothecary being sient for, with which 
Mr. Elwes reluctantly compUed. The apothecary, 
on his arrival, b^an to expatiate on the dangerous 
consequences of breaking the skin, the peonUar bad 
appearance of the wounds, and the good fortune of 
Ills beuig sent for. ** Very probably,^ said old Elwes, 
** but, in my opinion, my legs are not much hnrt; 
now you think they are--8o I will make this agre»- 
ment ; I will take one leg, and you shall take the 
other; you shall do what you please to yours, and I 
shall do nothing to mine ; and Til wager you your hill 
that my leg g^ well the first^ He used to boast 
that he beat the apothecaiy by a fortnight 

594. A qnerilons invalid was telling his physiciaii 
that he, though at an advanced time of life, did not 
know how to manage himself ''You know, my 
fiiend," says the doctor, '* that a man of fattf is 
either a fool or a physidan." The invalid archly sor- 
veying the son of Galen, who was cf that age himself, 
shrewdly repUed» ** Pray, doctor, may not a man be 
both V 

596. A physician at Bath, paying hb last visit to 
a patient who was just expiring, and no attendant 
being in the way, the sick man bade the doctor put 
his Imnd into his pocket and take out his fee. *' But,^ 
^ays he, gaily, ^ would not that be like picking your 
pocket, my friend V* — ** Very like it, indeed," faltered 
out the dying patient ^ 

596. An Irish surgeon, who had couched a cata^ 
ract, and restored the sight of a poor woman, in Dub- 
lin, obsen'ed in her case what he deemed a phenome- 
von, in optics, on which J)e called together hispro^^ 

/Digitized by dOOglC 



S02 SiEDICAL. 

Tessional brethren, declaring himself unequal to the 
solution. He stated to them; that the sight of his 
patient was so perfectly restored, that she could see 
to thread the smallest NEBiyLE; or to perform any 
other operation, which required particular accuracy 
of VISION : bnt that when he presented her with a 
book, she was not capable of distinguishing one let* 
TBR from another. This very. singular case excited 
the ingenuity of all the gentlemen present, and va- 
.rious solutions were offered; but none could com- 
mand the general assent. Doubt crowded on doubt, 
and the prqblem grew darker from every explanation; 
when, at length, by a question put by the servant 
who attended, it was discovered that — the woman had 
never learned to read, 

697. A conceited, but ignorant doctor, who affected 
an unlucky phrase at every turn, v^ould exclaim 
without thinking of it, " So much the better." Vi- 
siting a patient almost in the agonies of death, he 
asked how he had slept tlie preceding night ? *^ Not 
a wink, sir." — ** So much the better,** cries the doctor. 
He then en<^red how his fever was ? " O, sir," says 
the patient, " I burn as if I was on fire." — '* So muck 
the better,** quoth Galen. ** How does your cough?*' 
" I spit up my lungs," replied the sick man. ** So 
much the better/' answers the quack. " Ah, dear doc- 
tor," replied the expiring patient, ** what a pity it is 
that a man should go out pf the world with all these 
fine symptoms I" 

598. A stage-doctor harranguihg the populace at 
HamersmKh, said, *'To this village I owe my birth 
and education ; I dearly love it and its inhabitants, 
and will cheerfully give a present of a crown to every 
ene who will at^cept it." 'i he audience received this 
notice with infinite satisfaction. " Here, ladies add 
gentlemen," added he, putting his hand into a bag, 
>6nd taking out a parcel of packets, *' these inestim- 
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able medicines I usually sell for five and six-penee a 
fuece, bfut in favour of tbis ray natal spot, I >viU bate 
hre shillings on eacb/' 

' 099. A regular physician 1)eing sent for by a maker 
of universal specifics, grand sahUariums, &c. ex- 
pressed bis surprise at being called in on an occasion 
apparently trifling. '* Not 'so trifling neither/' replied 
the quack ; *' for to tell you the truth, I have by mis- 
take taken some of my own pills/' 

600. A modest young clergyman v(^as once asked 
by an impudent country apothecary, in a public as- 
sembly, how it happened that the patriarchs lived to 
such an extreme old age? *' I know no other reason 
for it," answered the cSvine, '* but this, ihntthey took 
no phyne*^ 
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Fabius Maximus. 

601. The son pf Quintus Fabius Maximus, adviiMog 
that general to seiae on a post, said, " It will only 
cost a few men." Fabius answered, drily, " Will 
y<m make one of th^few^^ 

Hannibal. 

602. Antiochus, King of Syria, shewed Hkm^bal 
the yirge army he had raised to fight against the Ro^ 
mans.' He drew out in^rftyiew before him the foot 
.soldiers, glittering with gold and ^silver, and the e«^ . 
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talry caparisoned with purple tri^plDgs. Hie vatil-» 
glorious monarch beheld Hannibal sunreying all thid 
pompous parade in silence, and presumina^ upon his 
approbation said, *' Do you not think that such troops 
as these will be enough fbr the Romans.'^—** Yes,'' 
said Hannibal^ ^o well knew how to estimate shotr 
without strength, '< they will be enough for ttie Ro- 
mans, if the Romans were even ten times more ara- 
ricious than they are.** 

S|R George Lisle. 

(303. Sir George Lisle, one of the bravest of the 
generals of Charles I. was one of those who so nobljr 
defended Colchester in 1648. The same day that the 
rebel army took the place, he was ordered to be ^ot. 
When he was about to be executed, thinking that the 
soldiers who were to dispatch him stood at too great 
a distance, he desired them to approach near^. One 
of them said, ** I warrant we shsdl hit you/' He re* 
plied with a smile, ^* Friends, I have been nearer tio 
yon, when you have missed me/' 

General Kirk. 

d04. General Kirk, who had served many years at 
Tangiers, after his return to England, was pressed by 
James the Second to become a proselyte to the Ro- 
mish rel^ion, as the most aoceptable means of re- 
oommen<Sng himself to favour. As socm as the king^ 
had done speaking. Kirk expressed great oonoera 
that. it was not in his power to comply with his ma- 
jesty's desire, because he was really prt-engagedL 
The king smiled, and asked him what he roeantt 
** Why, truly,*' answered Kirk, " when I was abroad^ 
I promised the Emperor of Moroccp>^that if ever I 
changed my retigion I would turn Mahometan ; and 
I never did break my Wor4 in my life^ and must beg^ 
*^ave <Q »ay I never wHL^ 
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IhJKB OP MARLBOROU6H. 

e06. When Manhal Tallard was riding with the 
Difke of Marlborou^ in his carriage^ after the ^ic^ 
Tic^ory of Blenheim, '* My lord duke/' said the mar^^ 
shal, ** you have beaten to day the best troops ki the 
world.''—** I hope,'' replied the duke, ** you except 
those who have had the hooonr of beating them.*' 

606. In the war of the aDies wit|i France^ the de^ 
poties of the states oi Holland presented obstacle» 
to the plans of the Duke of Marlborough and Prince 
Eugene. . The duke was once asked how it happened, 
that Alexander the Great, and many other heroes of 
antiquity, had in a yery shcnrt time made such consi- 
derable progress in their conquests, and that now all 
that the greatest generals could do^ was to take two 
or three towns in the course of a whole campaign. 
"The reason,^ he replied, *' is suffidently obvious: 
Alexander, and the other great heroes of antiquity, 
had never my deputies from the states-g^ienil i» 
their camps." 

General Oglethor? e« 

607. The late General Oglethorpe, when only fif- 
teen years of age, exhibited an uncommon instance 
of presence of mind, in a. circumstance wluch, to a 
military man, was extremely delicate. He was at 
that time a ? olunteer in the army of Prinee Eugene, 
and happened to be at table with the Prinee of Wir*. 
tembnrgb, who, on the young s<ddier saying some* 
thing he did not like, took a gfeuis of wine and flirted 
it in his face* To haye challenged the prince, might 
llaTe fixed on lum tiie character of a quarrelsome 
man: to have taken no notice of it, would have been 
ewisidered at cowardice, and subjeeted him to future 
inMdts. .Oglethorpe, therefore, fixing his eye upon 
the prince^ and smiting at the same time, as if he 
took what his highness had done as a j«st, said,— 
'^Piince^ that is a go^ j&k^> but we do it lUttch bdr 

T 
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ter in England/' alid immediately threw a whole glass 
of wine in his face. An old general who sat by, said 
t6 the prince, " Twas well done, your highness be- 
gan it/' And thus, a circumstance which might have 
been attended with fatal consequences, became by 
this happy union of discretion and spirit, the source 
of pleasantly and good humour. 

Earl of Stair, 

608. The Earl of Stair, who commanded the allied 
array in two or three campaigns, in the war of 1774, 
riding out eariy on a misty rainy morning, to recon- 
noitre, attended only by an aid-de-camp or two, fell 
in with an advanced guard of the enemy ; and, on 
his approacli, the French serjeant who commanded 
the party turned out his men, and ordered them to 
present. Lord Stair had advanced too far to retreat, 
before he discovered his situation ; he therefore in- 
stantly determined to assume the character of a 
French general, in which design he was favoured by 
being wrapt up in a military cloak ; andj pushing up 
to the Serjeant, he commended his alacrity in very 
good French : and having given him a strict charge 
to keep a good look out tor any reconnoitring parties 
of the enemy, he turned bis horse, and galloped out 
of sight before the serjeant could sufficiently recover 
from his surprise, to recollect circumstimces by v^-Mch 
he might easily have discovered the imposition. 

General Otway. 

609. General Otway had been many years in tlie 
army with the rank of colonel, and during that period 
many junior colonels got preferment over his head. 
His friends frequently entreated him to state his ser- 
vices, and petition the king; which he at length con- 
sented to, and and the chaplain of the regiment be 
ilgrved in was appointed to draw up his memorial. 
When the colonel perused it, he found it concluded 
with the words^ ^Vand your petitioner sh^ ever 
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pray ;*' on which he told the chaplain he had made a 
mistake, and supposed that be was writing a petition 
for himself; and concluded wilh insistin;^ that the 
word pray, being unfit for an officer, should be ex- 
punged. It was in vain that he was told, such was 
the form of all petitions ; he would not give up his 
opinion, but insisted that it should run — '^ and your 
petitioner shall everjight,^^ This petition he present- 
ed to the late King (George II). who, pleased with 
the novelty of the cx)nclusiou, and tlie honest blunt- 
ness of the officer, gave him a regiment a few weeks 
after, contrary to the advice of the minister, who had 
promised ii to a person who had considerable parlia- 
mentary interest 

Marquis of Granby. 

610. The late Marquis of Granby having returned 
fit)m the army in Germany, travelled with all possible 
expedition from the Knglish port, at which hd landed, 
to London ; and finding on his arrival that the king 
was at y^ indsor, he proceeded there in his traveUing 
dress, when, desiring to be instantly introduced to his 
majesty, there came a certain lord, neat and trimly 
dressed, gay, and perfumed like a milliner, who in the 
style of a waiting-gentlewoman, said, he hoped the 
noble marquis did not mean to go into the presence 
in so improper a habit, adding, *' 'Hon my honour, 
my lord, you look more iike a groom than a gentle- 
man.'* — ** Perhaps I may," replied the marquis, " and 
I giy^ you my word, if you do not introduce me to 
the king this instant, I will a4:t like agroom^ and cuny 
you in a way you won't like." 

Geni-rai. Burooyne. 

611. When General Bnrgoyne was once at a play, 
which was most miserably enacted, at a barn jn Lan- 
cashire, he called one of the performers, and asked 
him what was the name of the piece. ** The Singe 
Coach '^V replied Baskin, bowing very respectfully. 

T 2 
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**Wby theto,'' answered ilie general, reinrnin^ th* 
bow with the utmoBt gravity, '^ you will greatly^ 
oblige me by giving me early notice the next time it 
is performed^ that I may be ^ outside passenger.'* 

General O'Hara. 

612. Afler the disgraceful failure of the expedition 
to Ferrol in the year 1800, under the command of Sir 
James Murray Pnltney, a rendezvous of the troopa 
took place in the Bay of Gibraltar* Some officera 
happening to land, General O'Hara, the governor of 
the fortress, asked what the real object of the attempt 
had been ? An officer replied, ^ It was only meant as 
a eUvtrsioTL** — *' And so it has proved,'^ exclaimed the 
governor, ^^ for Europe has been diverted from one 
end to the other by it" 

General Tarleton. 

613. A lady, who is a strong advocate ibr the 
lights of women, being engaged in a dispute with 
General Tarleton, ass^ed that an army of women 
would be in every respect competent to take the field 
against an army of men ; adding, *' Suppose I had 
the command of 10,000 women, each of whom had 
received a mililary education, and yon commanded 
an army of men equal in numbers, how would you 
get an advantage ttiat }ou might not hav^in an equal 
degree over the same number of men f — '* Madam/' 
replied he, *' I would keep from a general engage- 
ment ; 1 would make propositions of peace, and, du- 
ring the treaty, the male and female officers and sol- 
diers must frequently meet to settle the conditions : 
the consequence would be, that at the end of eight or 
nine months, when all of you ought to be in the Jield, 
you would be in the straw/' 

Count O'Donnbl. 

614. The Queen of Hungary, in a conversation 
with General Coont CDonnqj^ a native of Ireland, 
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was pleased' to say some yery polite tfaiag^ in favour 
of the officers of that country, who bad been engaged 
in her service, dadug the late war: among others, 
" My lord,*' says she, ** I really wonder that I am 
not able to give laws to all Europe, when I have so 
many gallant countrymen of yours in my service.*' 
To which his lordship, with a very low bow, replied, 
** I should wonder equally, madam, if your majesty 
had not contended with a prince, who can spare a 
great number of his subjects to fight the battles of hi& 
enemies/' 

Marshal Bassempierre. 

615. FranciR Bassempierre, a general of the Swiss 
guards, in the service of Louis XIII. indulged his 
wit at the expense of his liberty, for he was confined 
in the Bastile for his caustic speeches. He passed 
his time in prison in reading and writing. One day, 
as he was busily turning over the leaves of the Bible, 
a friend asked him, ** What he was looking for ?"— 
" A passage,*' said he, ** which I cannot find." This 
passage was the way out of prison. 

616. When Genera] Bassempierre was liberated 
from prison, Louis XIII. asked him his age, and 
he reported himself to be no more than fifty. The 
king seeming surprised, " Sire," he answered, " I . 
deduct ten years passed in the Bastile, because I did 
not employ them in your service," . 

617g An officer relating his feats to the marshal, 
said, that in a sea-fight he had killed 300 men with 
his own hand : ** And I,*' said the marshal, '* de^ 
scended through a chimney in Switzerland to visit a 
pretty girl." — *♦ How could that be V* said the cap- 
tain, ** since there are no chimneys in that country V* 
— ** What, sir," said the marshal, " I have allowed 
you to kill 300 men in a fight, and surely you may 
permit me to descend a chimney in Switzerland," 
T 3 
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The Buke de Luxbmbovrgh. 

618. The Ddke of Lnxembourgh resemUed fhe 
renowned Cond6, whose pupil he was. He hast 
William, Prince of Orange, in several battles, wfaach 
caused William io express himself with great indig* 
nation. '* Is it impossible lor me** said he, ^ to 
beat thai little hunch-back Lnxembonrghr— '' How 
should he know whether I am so or not?'* said the 
duke ; ** for, often as I have seen his back, he nev^ 
isaw mine.'' 

Marshal Turennb. 

619. The Marshal da Torenne being one day alone 
in a box in the play-house, sonie provincial nobles 
eame in, who, not knowing him, would oblige him to 
yield his seat in the first row. They had the inso- 
lence, upon his refusal, to throw his bat and ^oves 
uppn the stage. The marshal, without being moved, 
desired a lord oi the first quality to hand the|n up to 
lum. The gentleman, finding who he was, binshed* 
and would have retired ; but he, with much good hu- 
mour, intreated them to stay, saying, *^ That if they 
would sit close, there was room enough for them all !'' 

620. A young gentleman in the streets of Paris, 
being interrupted by a coach in bis passage, struck 
the coachman. A tradesman, from his shop, cried 
out, " What ! beat the marshal de Turenne's peo- 
ple !" Hearing that name, the gentleman, quite oat 
of countenance. Hew to the coach to make bis escuse. 
The marshal said, smiling, ** You understand, sir, 
how to correct servants ; allow me to send mine to 
jou when they do amiss." 

621. Marshal Turenne happening one hot day to 
be looking out of the window of bis anti-chamber, in 
a white waistcoat and nightcap, a servant entering 
the room, deceived l^ lus dress, mistook him for one 
of the ander-cooks. He came softly behind him, and 

I 
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with n hand, wiiicb was not one of the light«ftt, gare 
him a Tfoknt lUp on the breech. Hie manhid in- 
stantly turned aboat ; and the feUow, frightened ont 
of his wits, beheld the face of his master. Down he 
dro^[>ed upon Us knees — ^ Oh ! my lord ! I thooght 
it was George.'' — ** And suppose it had been George,'^ 
replied the marshal^ rubbing his baeksidei **jomi 
ought not to strike quite so hard. 

Marshal Villars. 

622. When the great Marshal Villars was past 
fourscore, he gave a signal instance of his ahicrity 
and cotuage, in attacking some squadrons of imperial 
liorse with the King of Sardinia's guards. That kinc 
expressed his admiration of this exploit, and sai{ 
^ Altiiough advanced in years, you have shewn aU 
flie 'ardour of a young officer." To this compliment 
the marshal modestly replied, '' Lamps are apt to 
sparkle just before they expire.*' 

623. Marshal ViUart, upon the death of the Dnka 
de Vendome, in Louis the XlVth's time, was. made 
governor of Provence in his room ; and ^en he went 
to take possession of his new government, the depu-^ 
ties of the province made him th^ usual present of a 

Surse full of lauis d'ors ; but the person who had the 
onour to present it, said to him, ^ Here, my lord, is 
such another purse as that we gave to the Duke de 
Vendome, when, like yon, he came to be our gover- 
nor ; but the prince, after accepting of it as «^ testi- ^ 
mony of our regard, very generously returned it"!k— 
^ Ah,** said Marshal Villars, putting the purse into 
his pocket, ** M. Vendctme was a most surprising 
man, he has not left his fellow behii^d him." 

024. Marshal Villars had many enemies at the 
court of Versailles. When he went there, previous 
to resuming the command of the army in Flanders, 
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" I leave your majesty," said he, " in the midst of 
my enemies, while I go to combat yours" 

Marshal Fabbr. 
626. The Mareschal de Faber, a distinguished 
French oflScer, during a siege, was pointing out a 
place; and just as he was speaking, a musket ball 
carried oflf the finger with which he was pointing ; he 
instantly stretched out another finger, and continued 
the conversation, — "Gentlemen, as I was obs«rv- 

The Duke de Grammont. 

626. The Duke de Grammont besieged a town, 
and the governor capitulated. When the governor 
was introduced to him, he said, " I will confess to 
you, in 'confidence, that I proposed to surrender be- 
cause I wanted powder J* — " To return your confi- 
dence," said the duke, " I confess I granted you 
such conditions, because I wanted ball'* 

Marshal Torias. 

627. Marshal Torias having made every necessary 
arrangement for an approaching battle, an officer 
asked leave of absence, that he might go and receive 
his father's blessing, who he said was at the point of 
death. The mai*shal, who suspected the cause of his 
request, answered him thus : ** Go, honour thy father 
and thy mother, that thy days may he long upon the 
earth:' 

General Richepanse. 

628. When General Richepanse returned to Paris, 
he went to the levee of Bonaparte, and there pre- 
sented himself; but he was taken no notice of, a side 
glance from the chief consul excepted, who con- 
^nued his conversation with auother general. Riche- 
panse made a second attempt, and met with the 
same reception. Highly offended, Richepause then, 
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in a louder tone, said, ^ Citisen s^neral, wlmi y^m 
are at Idaare." On which Bonapiarte tunied round, 
lui in reply to a tronbleioBie person, and aaked, 
** What do yon want, sir! what it your name 1* 
Riehepanse instantly pot hit hand to hit tword^ 
and answexiDdy ** My namey citisen eonanl, it Riehe- 
panse, a name which, if for^tlen by yon, has ikm 
honoor of being known to ail 'Earope.'* Bonapurla 
seeing with whom he had to deal, readily assnined 
the greatest afiability, and appointed him conuMm^ 
ant at Guadaloupe. 

GONZALVO OF CoaDOVA« 

029. Gonzalvo of Cordova, general under Fvdi- 
nand V. King of Arragon, heard the powder aMx»- 
jdne blow op with a dreadfiii explosion, on te vst 
dischaige of the enemy. ** My sons," said thfo brare 
inan to his soldiers, ^ victory will be oars; Heanpen 
announces to us the glcnioos tidings, and te^ ni^ by 
its thunder, that we shall have no nrther occadon m 
our artillery.^ 

The Dukb db Boorion. 

030. The Duke of Boorbon, general of the amy 
of Charles Y. received hit d^th Wound in tho aa» 
sault of the city of R^»ie. Some of the acddieri, 
passing near the place where he wat stretched upon 
the ground nearly expiring, asked each other if it was 
true that the dul^ was dead. He, hearing their ia- 
quiries, and wishing not to discourage them, pt- 
claimed, '^ Bourbon is gone forward." 

General Stuppa. 
631. jfierre Stuppa, the Svdss general; being de- 
puted to solicit from Louis XIV. the arrears of pay 
due to Swiss officers, M. Louvois, the war mZ&iMer, . 
said to the king, *^ Sire ! these Swiss are very imr/ 
portunate. If your majesty had all the money youj 
predecessors have paid them, it would forai a road 
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from Paris to Basle/'—" That may be," observed the 
brave Stuppa, " but at the same time, if your ma- 
jesty had all the blood the Swi^s have shed in de- 
fence of France, it would form a river from Basle to 
Paris." 

General Clairfait. 
(532. In the war of«the French revolution, in 1794, 
the King of Prussia, the Duke of Brunswick, and 
.General Clairfait, made a combined, and, as they 
thought, a most unexpected attack upon the repub- 
lican army ; but, to their great surprise, they found 
their enemies fully prepared for them, and ranged in 
regular order of battle ; they gave them such a warm 
xeception that they were obliged to retreat with con- 
siderable loss. At a council of war held immediately 
afterwards, in which the above-meutiotied persons 
were present, general Clairfait, fixing his eyes stead- 
ily on the King of Prussia, said, *' One of us three 
i» a traitor.'^ — ** How so?" said the kin^, looking 
cohfiised. " I repeat," said the general, " Siat one of 
US three is a traitor, or our well-concerted plan could 
not possibly have failed of success." — " I can assure 
you," said the King of Prussia, " that I never whis- 
pered a word upon the subject to any human being,. 

except to Madame de R ."— " What a faithless 

counsellor, or rather what a perfect novice in the 
ways of the world, you must be !" exclaimed the en- 
raged general Clairfait. '' Could you possibly have 
taken a more effectual metliod to sacrifice us to the 
French army, than by blabbing our secret to a 
French woman T 

The Duke of Richmond. 
633. JHis grace of Richmond being asked why he 
.ordered a captain's guard to mount iu the kitchen, 
Teplied-*-That he wished to accustom the soldiers to 
stand fire. 
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The Marquis of Townsend. 

634. Some time after Lord Townsend had given 
up his commission in the guards, on occount of tho 
late Duke of Cumberland's refusing him leave of ab- 
sence for three days, he went one morning to the 
parade, where Colonel F (who was remark- 
able for being a tale-bearer to his Royal Highness) 
was looking over the exercise, in order, if any thing 
was wrong, to report it Upon seeing Lord 'I'owns- 
end come up, '* What, Townsend/' said he, '' though 
you have left us, I see you still come as a spedator f' 
— ** Aye," replied his lordship, ** and, between us 
both, I think we must improve the men, as you come 
here as a tatler. 

Colonel Kennedy. 

635. In one of the engagements with the French 
t Cuddalore, the iOlst regiment gave way, and their 
lace was immediately supplied by a battalion of 
ilack infantry. A gentleman shortly aftewards, con- 
versing on the subject, in company with Colonel Ken- 
nedy, said he was surprised that tliey gave way. 
" And so am I tooy" said the colonel, ** for they were 
all tri^d men."—" How canyon make out that^" says 
the gentlemen, " when they are a new regiment T — 
'*■ Ob, by my conscience," says the colonel^ " they 
were all tried at the Old Bailey long ago." 

Major Mason. 
. 636. During the siege of Fort St Philip, a young 
lieutenant of tlie marines was so unhappy at to lose 
both his legs by a chain-shot In this miserable and 
helpless condition he was conveyed by the first oppor- 
tunity to £ngland, and a memorial of bis case pre- 
sented to an honourable board, in order to obtain' 
some additional consideration to the narrow stipend 
of half-pay. ITie honourable board pitied.tliQ youth, 
but disregarded the petition.— Major Mason had the. 
poor lieutenant conducted to court on a public day,' 
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in his uniform ; where, posted in the godrd-room, 
and supported by two brother officers^ he cried out, 
«r Geoige II. was passing to the arawing-room» *^ Be- 
hold, great sire, a man who refuses to bend his knee 
to yon ; he has lost both in your senrice.'* The king, 
straok no less by the singularity of this address, than 
by the melancholy object before him, st^pped^ and 
hastily demanded what had been done for lnai« 
*^ UaJf-pay/' replied the lieutenant, ** and please your 
miyesiy* — *^ Fye, fye on't,'' said the king, shaking 
his head, '' but let me see you again next levee-day.'^ 
llie tieutenant did not fail to appear at the place of 
assignation, where he received from the imliediate 
hands of royalty, five hundred pounds smart money, 
and an appointment of two hundred a-year to be 
paid quarterly as long as he lived. 

Major Rogers* 
637. When the late Mtgor Rogers took up his 
' abode in a spunp^g-house, in Southampton Build* 
ings, Holbom, like a true philosopher, he endeavour* 
ed to make his situation as agreeable as possible ; he 
therefore one day, out of a ^im, sent cards of in* 
citation to all tbs bailiffs who frequented the h^use, 
to4S9MeF and dine with him. They accordingly came, 
and being in hi^ spirits^ after dinner, one of them 
beinc called upon^fera toast, gave — ^''The d>-4 ride 
roughshod over the rascally part of the ^cation.'' 
When every body was going ta. drink the toast, the • 
in^jor (who was at the bottom of the^table) evied ont, 
*' Stop, gentlemen, eveiy man fill a bump^."-— ^' Oh, 
Iheie's no oceasion for tkat,'^ says one of the com* 
IMmyA-" Yes, but there is," said ^e m^or ; " con- 
tider, it is a fimiily toast, ami ought to be done jus* 
lice to.*' 

CilPTAIN OOLt. 

836. Mr. Ogle being at Lockef s ordio^ry; wheiet 
ht was playing AlhKBard witii a great maajr lerds^aa^ 
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having very «food luck, he ordered a porter" to go up 
and down the streets, aod bring to him as many poor 
people as be could get ; who, in a little time, brought 
upwards of an hundred beggars. Whereupon Ogle 
ordered them a shilling a-piece in meat and drink. 
By the time they had made an end of their allow- 
ance, Mr. Ogle had broken all the persons of quality^ 
discharged the mumpers reckoning, and given them 
sixpence a-piece besides. As he was going into 
Spring Gardens, he met the Duke of Monmouth, who 
asked him where he had been? " Been," said he, 
** why I have been fulfilling the scripture.'* — ** I be- 
lieve yon know nothing of the matter," returned the 
duke. ** No matter for that," said Ogle, " but I h^ve 
filled the hungry with good things, and the rich I 
have sent empty away." 

The Marquis St. Andrb. 
639. The Marquis St. Andr6 applied to Louvois, 
the war minister under Louis XIV. for a small place 
then vacant. Louvois having received some com- 



plaints against the maMis, refused to comply. The 

arquis, somewhat nWIe * 
wer^o enter again into the service, I know what I 



marouis, somewhat n"ed, rather hastily said, " If I 



wduld do.*' — **And pray what would you do?" re- 
torted the minister, in a furious tone. " I would take 
care " replied St. Andr^, who had now recollected 
Jiim^lf, ** to behave in such a manner, that your ex- 
cellency should have nothing to reproach me with." 
Louvois, ai?reeably surprised at his reply, immedi- 
ately granted his request. 

Colonel Vav Grottev. 
640. In one of the engaj;enicnts in Holland, 
Colonel Van Grotten asked onw of his lieutenants for 
a quid of tobacco. It was in the very heat of the 
contest, and a cannon ball laid the hcutenant pros- 
trate in the act of presenting it. ** I mast be obliged 
to you theu^'' said the colonel, coolly, turning to ancv- 
U 
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IJier officer, " fpr you see our friend is gp»e a\f f^y 
with his tobacco-box. -^ 

Anonymous and Miscellaneous. 

641. A general, being on his traveb, found himself 
indisposed, and was obliged to stop at a little village 
to be bled. The barber of the village was called in 
to officiate ; but his appeai'ance not being very much 
in his favour, the general drew back his arm, just as 
the lancet was on the point of entering. " All ! y^h'ai 
you are afraid of the blood !" said the barber. ** No,** 
returned tlie general, " it is the bleeder, not the bh>od, 
lam afraid of." 

642. An officer of a disbanded regiment applying 
to his agent for his arrears, told him that he was in 
the most extreme want, and on the point of dying 
-with hunger. > The agent seeing him of a jovial and 
ruddy aspect, replied, that his countenance belied 
Lis complaint. " Good sir,*' replied the officer, " for 
heaven's sake do not mistake ; the visage you see is 
not mine, but my landlady*s ; for she has fed mc ou 
trust for these two years." • ^ ■ 

643. At a violent opposition electipn for Shrews- 
bury, in the reign of George I. a half-pay officer, who' 
ivas a non-resident burgess, M'as, with some otlier 
Toters, brought down from London, at the expense 
of Mr. Kynaston, one of the candidates. I'he old 
campaigner regularly attended and feasted at the 
houses which were opened for the electors in Mr. 
Kynaston's interest, until the last day of the pollinjjf^ 
when, to the astonishment of the party, he gave his 
vote to his opponent. For this strange conduct he 
"Was reproached by his quondam companions, and ask- 
ed what could have induced him to act so dishonour- 
able a part, and become an apostate^ "An apos- 
tate]" answered the old soldier; ** an apostate! by 
no mciins; I made up my mind about who I should 
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Vcfte for before I set out upon this campaign, btit I 
remembered the duke's constant advice to us when I 
sensed with our army in Flanders, *• Always quarter 
Upon the enemy, my lads — always quarter upon the 
enemy.' " 

644. An officer and a lawyer' talking of the disas* 
irons battlie of Auerstadt, the former was lamenting 
the number of brave soldiers who fell on this occa- 
sion ; when the lawyer observed, " That those who 
live by the sword must expect to die by the sword." 
— ^*' By a similar rule/' answered tlie officer, " those 
who live by the law must expect to die by the law." 

645. A Serjeant in a regiment of foot, having in his 
bups sniipped the blade of his sword in two, got for 
fte moment a wooden blade, till he could conve- 
mently have the proper one renewed. This coming 
to - the ears of the commanding officer, he ordered 
the seijeant to bring to the parade, from the black 
hole, his brother, a plrivate, confined there for drunk- 
enness. The seijeant, in due obedience. Went with 
a file of men, and brought his brother forward. The 
edonel then addressed the private in a severe tone, 
thus — '^ You are, sirrah, such a drunken scoundrel, 
and have so long disgraced the corps, that I am de- 
termined you shall at once have your head struck otT, 
and your own brother shall be your executioner; kneel, 
sir, and you, serjeant, do your duty '/* The serjeant 
inti'eated that there might not be imposed on him an 
office so shocking to his feelings ; but all in vain, the 
commander was inexorable. The serjeant then fell 
on bis knees, and exclaimed, " Pray, Heaven, hear 
my prayers ; and, rather than 1 should be the slaugh- 
terer c^ my brother, may the blade of my sword be 
turned to wood ! My prayers are heard," cried he, 
drawing his sword : " my prayers are heard :" to the 
no small eutcrtaimnent of the commanding offieet; 

u 2 
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646. An English soldier, ba\in^ been taken, in 
cprnpimy with twenty-three Spaniards, by Prince 
Maurice, it was determined that eight of them should 
i>e banged, in requital for a Hke sentence by the 
Archdiike Albert, upon some Hollanders, and that 
it should be decided by lot on whom the punishment 
should fall. The Englishman happily drew his deli- 
yerance; but one Spaniard expressing great reluc- 
tance and terror of mind, when he put his hand into 
the helmet to try his fate, not so much from fear of 
death, as an antipathy to such a decision, in which 
iie might make his own hand destroy himself, and be 
executed for the guilt of others, the Englishman con- 
sented to take what money he had, and stand the 
i^hance for him. The judges consented to this re- 
i]uest, as to that of a fool or madman, who deserved 
-not the life he had so providentially obtained. Yet 
such was his good fortune, that he drew himself sale. 
When asked why he would put his life in such dan- 
ger again for the safety of another, and after such a 
4Ugnal escape, presumptuously to hazard it a second 
(time ? ^ Because," said he, '* I had a bargain of it ; 
fi>r, considering that I daily expose my life for nx^ 
pence, I thought I might, with much more reason^ 
venture it for twelve crowneJ* 

. 647. A grenadier wagered tliat he would, at mid- 
night, go and feed with soup a body that was hang- 
ing on a gibbet The person with whom he wagered 
contrived to get up behind the dead man. 1 he hour 
being come, the grenadier brought a ladder, put it 
up, presented the soup to tlie dead man, and smeared 
all his mouth with it. Tlie man behind called out, 
** Comrade, your soup is very hof ITie other, not 
in the least disconcerted, answered, **Why don't 
you Wow, then*'' 

64d. During the war in 1672, a poor woman, who 
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sold beer among the army, set down her barrel near 
a tent, and cried, as loud a3 she conid, *' Here's fine 
beer ; two-pence a quart '^ A soldier, on the other 
side of the tent, cried at the same time, " Here's fine 
beer ; three halfpence a quart ^—" Alas P said she^ 
** some cruel deceiver undersells me, and I shall re- 
turn with my whole stock.'' Tins, however, • was not 
the case ; for, on looking into tiie barrel, she per- 
ceived she had not a drop kft The fact was, the 
soldier had pierced the other end of the barrel, and 
sold every drop at three-halfpence a quart 

64^^ A soldier, who had but a penny to procure 
him his morning's provision, having purchased a half- 
penny roll, entered a cheesemongers shop, and re- 
quested a halfpennyworth of cheese. He received 
for answer, *^ We never make so small a quantity.'' 
He again solicited, but was again gruffly refused. The 
poor fellow was much distressed, not having enough 
to purchase more ; but, as necessity is ever the mo- 
ther of invention, he indulged himself in the follow- 
ing innocent stratagem : — ^* Make me a pennyworth^" 
said he. ** Aye, aye," returned the other greedily; 
** that you may have.'' When the pennyworth was 
cut off, he begged the man to divide it as equally as 
possible, as two were to partake of it The cheese- 
monger having taken considerable pains to divide it, 
the ^dier took up one of the halves, and, putting 
down his halfpenny, thanked him for his hal4>enny-^ 
worth of cheese, and very coolly walked off. 

650. Baron D'Adrets occasionally made his pri- 
soners throw themselves headlong, from the battle- 
ments of a high tower, upon the pikes of his soldiers. 
One of these unfortunate persons, having approached 
the battlements twice, without venturing to leap, the 
baron reproached him vrith his wanf of courage in a 
veiy insulting manner. ** Why, sir/' said fiie pri- 
u 3 
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«oiier, ^^ bold as you are, I would give you five limes 
before you took the leap/^ This pleasantry saved the 
poor fellow's life. 



Hannibal. 
651. Hannibal tried every art to draw Fabius Max- 
imus into a battle. " If Fabius," said he, " be so 
^eat a general as he is reported to be, he ought to 
descend from the mountains, and fight me in tlie 
plains." Fabius replied, ^ If Hannibal be so great a 
general as he fancies himself to be, he ought to force 
me to. fight him any where.'' 

Sir George Leslie. 
662. Leslie, general of the Scottish Covenanters, 
in the reifo of the unfortunate Charles I. though 
brave, was ignorant, to such a degree, indeed, that 
he could hardly sign his own name. It is reported, 
that once upon a march, passing by a house, he said, 
** There is the house where I was taught to read.*' — 
" How, general," said one of his attendants, " I 
thought that you had never been taught to read." — 
" Pardon me," replied he, " I got the length of the 
letter G." 

The Duke of Marlborough. 
653* When Prince Eugene went to consult the 
Duke of Marlborough, in his tent, the night before 
the great battle of Blenheim, the duke, with his cha- 
racteristic parsimony and attention to little, in the 
midst of great things, snuifed out two of the four 
candles that were burning on the table, and said^ 
"-We can talk without so much light." 

■ General Boyd.. 
654. When General Boyd was Governor of Xjlib- 
rsdtar, he ojoce wrote an order to a Mr. Brown, hki 
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agent in London, for proTisions for the g^rison, biit < 
forgot to in^iert what he wanted for his own private 
use until the letter was sealed up, and the vessel, by 
which it was to be sent, on the point of sailing ; he 
therelbre wrote on the outside, " Brown, beef, Boyd" 
Uis agent returned his provision with an epistle 
equally laconic, written immediately under the direc- 
tion, ** Boyd, beef, Bt'own,*' 

General Howe. 
655. The first time that consummate hero, General 
Howe, went to court after he returned from America, 
he had in his carriage a very handsome pair of horses. 
A person who observed them, exclaimed — Where 
could the general get his bays ! " Not in America,** 
replied a by-stander. 

General Sutton. 
C56. General Sutton, brother to Sir Robert Sutton, 
was very passionate, and calling one morning on Sir 
Robert Walpole, who was quite the reverse, found 
his servant shaving him. During the conversation. 
Sir Robert said, *^ John, you cut me ;'' and continued 
the former subject of discourse. Presently he said 
again, " John, you cut me ; but as mildly as before : 
and soou after be had occasion to say it a third time ; 
when Sutton, starting up in a rage, said, swearing a 
great oath, and doubling his fisi at the servant, *' If 
Sir Robert can bear it, I cannot ; and if you cut him 
once more, John, Til knock you down." 

General Lee. 
657. The American General Lee. being at dinner 
with some Scotchmen, took occasion to say, soon 
after the cloth was removed, that he had an unfortu- 
nate propensity, when he happened to take a glass 
too much, which was, to pour every sort of abuse on 
, the Scotch, and therefore, should any thing of that 
kind happen, he ^hoped they would ©:tcuse him* 
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'* By all means,'' said one of the Scotchmen ; " tre 
all liave onr failingS) especially when in liquor. I my- 
self have a very disagreeable propensity, when that is 
the case, to take the first thing I can lay hold of, and 
knock down any man that abuses my country; I 
hope, therefore, the company will excuse me, if any 
such thing should happen.'* General Lee, after this 
speech, did not choose to indulge his propensity. > 

Marshal Bassompiere. 
658. It was customary with Marshal Bassompiere, 
when any of his soldiers were brought before him fur 
heinous offences, to say to them. " Brother, you or I 
certainly will be hanged ;" which was a sufficient de- 
nunciation of their fate. A spy being discoTcred in 
his camp, was addressed in this language ; and next 
day, as the provost was carrying the wretch to the 
gallows, he pressed earnestly to speak with the mar- 
shal, alleging that he had somewhat of importance to 
communicate. The marshal, being made acquainted 
with this request, exclaimed, iu his rough and hasty 
manner, " It is the way of all these rascals, when or- 
dered for execution ; they pretend some frivolous 
story, merely to reprieve themselves for a few mo- 
ments: however, bring the dog hither." Being in- 
troduced, the marshal asked him what he had to say. 
" Why, my lord,*' said the culprit, "-when first I had 
the honour of your conversation, yon were obliging^ 
enough to say, that either you or I shopld be hanged : 
now I am come to know whether it 19 your pleasure 
to be so ; because, if you won't, I must, thaf s all." ^ 
The marshal was so pleased with the fellow's humour, 
that he pardoned him. 

The Prince de Conde. 

659. The great Prince of Cond6 besieged a town 

in Spain, called Lerida, and was unsuccessful. At 

the play-house, one night, he cried out, « Take that 

fellow, who is maldng a noise in the pit, and cany 
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bhn to prison/' — ^' lam ttot to be teiken^^* said the man, 
as he was mnning away ; '* my name is LeridaS* 

Marshal de Vivonne. 
660. Monsieur de Vivonne, who was general of the 
expedition against Messina, writing from tliat place 
to the king, closed his letter in these words — ** To 
finish the affair, we only want ten thousand men."^ 
He gave his letter to seal to Du Terron, commissioner 
for the army, who was bold enough to add — '' And a 
general." 

Anonymous and Miscellaneous. 
. 661. A French officer, being one day in company 
with Marshal Meilleraye, said, '* If I am not a Mar- 
shal of France, I am of the wood of which they are 
made ;" to which M. de Meilleraye answered, " Be 
assured, sir, that when the king makes marshals of 
wood, you shall not he/m'gottenJ* 

662. A fellow hearing the drums beat up. for volun- 
teers for France, in the expedition against the Dutch, 
imagined himself vaUant enough for a soldier, and 
therefore enlisted. Returning, and being asked by 
his friends, what exploits he had done there ; he said, 
that he had cut off one of the enemy's legs : and be- 
ing told that it would have been more honourable and 
manly to have cut off his head: "Oh!'' said he, 
" his head was cut off before,^* 

. 663. In an Edinburgh newspaper, of ihe 9th of 
July, 1796, was the following paragraph : '' An indict- 
ment has been preferred before the sheriff against a 
hreeches-makcr for a violent assault on three of the 
Royal Edinhirgh Volunteers^* 

664. Dr. Gregory, professor of physic at Edinburgh^ 
was one of tlie first to enrol himself in the Royal' 
Edinburgh Volunteers, when that corps was raised^ 
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So anxious W^s he to make himself master of mifitaf^ 
tactics, that he not only paid the most punctaaf at- 
tendance on all the regimental field-days, but studied 
at home for several hours a day, under the Serjeant- 
major of the regiment. On one of the occasions the 
officer, out of all temper, at the awkwardness 6f lii^ 
learned pppil, exclaimed in a rage, '^ Sir, I would 
rather teach tenfooU than one philosopher** 

665^ A colonel who had raised a regiment df fenci^ 
ble cavalry, was complaining in a company that he 
had the whole labour of the corps on himself. ^* I 
am," said he, '^ obliged to be my own major, my 6wii 
captain, my own adjutant, &c/* — ^^ And," said a per- 
son preseni^ " I presume, your own trumpeter** 

eGQ, A certain swaggering, blustering commissioned 
bffieer^ unfortunately forhis pride, no other than a sort 
of an honest mender of soleSy chanced to let his cane 
fall severely on the shoulders of a pbor felldw, who 
was not altogether expert in handling his musket 
with the dexterity of a fiigle-man. ** Why don't yoi 
move, you scoundrel, with alacrity !" cried the offi- 
cer. " Bless your honour," replied the man, " hoW 
is it possible ; the shoes your father made me pineb 
me so V* It is almost unnecessary to add that the 
drill was speedily dismissed. 

667. Previous to the inspection of the Dover Vo- 
lunteer corps, by the Lord Warden, an order was 
issued for the men to wear black stocks made of ha-- 
ther, as is usual with troops of the line. Several of 
the corps objected to this order, alleging, that, not 
being accustomed to such a stiff bandage round their 
necks, they hoped to be permitted to wear their silk 
ones as before. Mr. Pitt observed, when the corps 
assembled, that he had never been accustomed to 
wear a stock mdde of leather, but he now submitted 
to that part of the military ^hess^ from which he did 
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got experience the least inconveiiiepce. " That may 
e, sir/' replied an honest blacksmith, who was in 
the ranks; *^ for your neck is like your head, so vertf 
long, the leather can do you no iiyury.'' 

668. A. chaplain at the hospital in Flanders, attend- 
ing a soldie^ at the point of death, desired another 
soldier that stood by to come und join in prayer; to 
which he answered, **" No, sir, I thank you, mine is 
only an ague." 

6^. A soldier having by order of a coort-m^al 
been sentenced to receive corporal punishment, one 
6f the drummers, ordered to inflict it. absolutely re- 
l^ised, saying, that it was not his duty. " Not your, 
duty t** said the serjeant-major. ** Not your tluty !" 
repeated the adjutant, ** what do you mean ?** — *' I 
know very well/' replied the drummer, " that it is 
not my duty : I was present at the court*martial as 
Well as you, and I heard the colonel say, he was to 
receive cmyoral punishment, I am only a drummer, 
iidt a oorporaV* 

670. A soldier boasted to Julius Caesar of the 
many wounds lie bad received in his face. Caesar, 
knowing him to be a coward, said to him, ** The next 
time you run away, you had better take care how yoii 
look behind you. '^ 

671. At a late review of a volunteer corps, not 
twenty miles from Norwich, the major, who gave the 
word not finding the men so expert as he wished, was^ 
perpetually calling " As you were — As you wei'e" and 
putting thefn twice through the manoeuvre ; the in- 
specting officer at length losing all patience, ex- 
claimed, *' As you werel No, Til be hung if you aie 
as you were ; for you are not half so good as you wtre. 
the last time I saw yon." 
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672. A veteran of the halbert employed in raising 
a regiment of infantry, was overtaken by a gentle^ 
man rider, who mistaking him for an officer, broughl 
him to his inn, and introdnced him into the room, 
where several gentlemen of the saddle-bags were about 
sitting down to supper. The hero of the worsted 
sash, waiting modestly till the rest were seated, fouud 
the head of the tabl6 only left ; and there he was 
placed. Supper done, and all the glasses charged, 
after a long pause, the voice at the bottom of the 
table, wanting the first toast from the chair, called 
upon his military president, ** Well, sir, what will 
you give us V The honest serjeant, infinitely better 
versed in the doctrine of bounty money than of toasts, 
mistook the enquiry, and apswcred quite in charac- 
ter,' ** I'll give you fifteen guineas and a crown.*' 

673. At a certain review, a company of thbty, on 
receiving the word " fire," pulled so irregularly, that 
the reports were almost like that of single pieces, 
which naturally enraging the captain, he cried out, 
with a design of mortitying them, — " Why, how now ? 
only TWENTY-EIGHT have fired: where are tlie other 
twor 

674. Mr. Bcnsley, before he wcuf on tlie stage, wa» 
an ofliccr in the arm3% Meeting one day a Scotcli- 
man, who had been in the same regiment, the latter 
was very happy to see his old brother officer, but be- 
ing asliamed to be seen in the street with a player, 
Ii(^ hurried him into an obscure cofl'ee-house, when he 
bcpiii to remonstrate with him on his thus disgracing 
the honourable profession to which he had belonged. 
" liut," added he, " what do you make by this new 
business of yours?" Mr. Benslcy said, from, seven 
lnnidred to a thousand a year. " A thousand a year !*' 
r%rlHij!icd t:awney, " hao ye ohy vacancies in your 
corps." 
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675, When Marshal was about ninety 

years of age, he was distnrlied willi the noise of some 
youBj? officers diverting themsehcs ^ith some girls. 
f' Is this, gentferoen," said he, " the example that I 
set you/' 

67G. Some soldiers once fell upon a watchman in a 
small town, in a lonely street, and took away his 
money and coat. He immediately repaired to the 
captain of the regiment, to complain of his misfor- 
tniie. Tlie captain asked him whether he had on the 
waistcoat he then wore, when he was robbed by the 
soldiers. ** Yes, sir," replied the poor fellow. *^Then, 
my fticisd," rejoined the captain, " I can assnre yon 
they do not belong to my company ; otherwise they 
i»Guld have left you neither waistcoat nor shirt." 

677- A soldier being sent on the late Dutch expe- 
dition, said to the olficer tlirecting the drafts, " Sir, 
I cannot go because 1 stutter." — ** Stutter!" says <!ie 
officer ; ** you don't go to talk, but to fight." — ** Aye; 
but they'll p-|>-put nic on g-g-guard, and a man may 
go ha-ha-halt a mile before 1 can say, wh-uh-who 
goes there V — " Oh, that's no objictioii, for thrre m ill 
be anotlier sentry placed along with you, and he can 
challenge if you caiufiie." — ** Well, b-l>-but 1 tuny be 
t-akcn, and run through the g-g-guts, before 1 can 
cry qu-qu-quarters." 

078. Tjord ^Armadale, one. of the Sceteli judg^^s, 
had a«on, who at the age of eleven or twelve rose 
to the rank of a major. One morniitg his u)o1her 
boariug a noi^»c in the rtursery^ rang to know t!ie canst? 
of it. ** It is only," said the scrx.iut, ** the major 
gieeling for lils porridge." (Crying for his breakfast.) 

679. During the siege of Gibraltar, in the absence 
of the fieet, and when an attack was drtily expected, 
p*ic dark Jiioht, a sentry, whose post waa near u 

Digitized by VjOOQ If* 



£30 MILITARY. 

tower facing the Spanbh liaes, was standing at the 
l^nd of his walk, whistling, and looking towards 
tliem, with his head filled with nothing but FiREt 

find SWORD, MINERS, BREACHES, 'STORMING, and 

BLOODSHED I By the side of liis box stood a deep, 
narrow-necked earthen jug, in which was the ren^dii- 
der of his supper, consisting of boiled peas. A large 
monkey, (of which there are plenty at the top of the 
rock) encouraged by the man's absence, and allured 
by the smell of the peas, ventui^d to the jug ; and» 
in endeavouring to get at its contents, thrust hi» 
neck so far into the jug, as to be unable to withdraw 
it. At this instant, the soldier approaching, the 
monkey started up to escape, with the jng on his 
head. This terrible monster no sooner saluted the 
^yes of the sentry, than his frantic imagination con- 
\erted pug into a fine blood-thirsty Spanish grenadier, 
with a most tremendous cap on his head. Full of 
this dreadful idea, he instantly fired his piece, roaring 
but tliat the enemy had scaled the wiAh, The guards 
took the alarm; the drums were beat; signal-gnns 
fired; and, in less than ten minutes, the governor 
and his whole garrison were under arms. The sup- 
posed grenadier, being very much incommoded l>y 
his cap, and almost blinded by the peas, was soou 
overtaken and seized ; and, by his capture; the tran- 
quillity of tlic garrison was soon restored, without 
that slaughter and bloodshed which every man had 
prognosticated in the beginning of tbis^ direful 
alarm. '' 

680. A very bmve soldier had bolh Iiis arms carried 
ofi* in a battle ; his colonel oficrcd him half a crown : 
** Undoubtedly, colonel," replied the soldier, "^you 
think I have lost hut a pair of gloves/' 

681. Colonel C rose from the rank of a pri- 
vate man to that of Commander-in-chief, at St. liu- 
statia. One morning upon a^ review of the garrison 
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Iroopft, he discoyered a soldier, whose dteu was ex- 
tremely soiled. The colonel, stepping up to him, 
demanded, in a haughty tone, *^ How dare you, ras- 
cal, iqppear so dirty ? your shirt is as black as ink ! 
Did yon ever see me in such a plight when I was a 
private f — ^** No, may it please your honour, 1 never 
did,^ replied the trembKug culprit, *' but then, to be 
lore^ your honow's mother was a wtuher-wamanJ* 

682. General Guise going over one campaign to 
Flanders, observed a young raw oflBcer who was in 
the same vessel with hum, and with his usual huma- 
nity told him, that he would take care of him and 
conduct him to Antwerp, where they were both 
gioing ; which he accordingly did, and then took leave 
oC faun. The voung fellow was soon told by some 
areh rogues, whom he happened to fall in vnth, that 
he must signalize himself by fighting some man of 
known courage^r else he would soon be despised in 
the regiment The young man said, he knew no one 
hilt Colonel Guise, and he had received great obligl^ 
tiOBii from him. It was all one for that, they said, 
hi these cases ; the colonel was the fittest man in the 
world, as every body knew his bravery. Soon after- 
wards, up conies the young oflScer to Colonel Guise, 
as he was walking up and down the coffeeHfoom, and 
began in a hesitating manner to tell him how much 
obliged he had been to him, an^ how sensible he was 
of the obligations. " Sir," replied Colonel Guise, 
•* I hare done my duty to you and no more." — ** But 
colonel,'' added the young officer faltering, " I am 
told that I must fight some gentleman of known cou- 
rage, and who has killed several persons, and that 
nobody — — " — ** Oh, sir," interrupted the colonel, 
** your friends do me too much honour ; but there is 
a gentleman,'^ pointing to a fierce-looking black fel- 
low that was sitting at one of the tables, ** who has 
killed half tlie regiment." So up goes the officer to 
and tells J)im he is well informed of his bravery, 
X 2 
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and that for that reason he must fight him. ** Who; 
I sir ?'' replied the gentleman, " Why, I am the apo- 
thecaryr ^ 

d83. A poor cavalier corporal being condemned to 
clie, wrote this letter to his wife the day before he 
expected to suffer, thinking it would come to hand 
after his execution. 

" DEAR WIFE, 

" Hoping you are in good health, as I am at this 
j^resent writing, this is to let you know, that yester- 
day, between the hours of eleven and twelve, I was 
hanged, drawn, and quartered. I died very peni- 
tently, and every body thought my case very bard. 
Remember me kindly to my poor fatherless children. 
" Yours, till death, 

« W. B/' 

684. A captain in full regimentals, whose cha- 
racter for courage was not very eminent, began to 
jeer a miser on his immense wealtli and his penury. 
" What pleasure can . riches give you, who never 
dare use them?" — "The same," replied the misery 
" which yoi^ feel in wearing those clotlies and that 
long sword/' 

685. One of tlie St. George's corps, on Ihe night 
of the 4th of June, dreainiiig of the glorious ma- 
noeuvres of the day, waii overheard by his wife to 
exclaim — " To the rigid dhoni wJteel'J" — he wheeled 
about, and tumbled out of bed. 

686. As one of the associations was performing, 
their exercise, the commanding officer (a sergeant of 
the guards) observing a gcntieniau, whose name was 
Barrow, not very alert at his motions, exclaimed, 
with a satirical grin, " Wheel-Barrow V* The whole 
corps instantly burst into a loud laugh, at which the 
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enraged priT.afe quitle^l the ranks, and made to fa- 
rioas an attack ^ith bis foot on the nethermost part of 
liis sergeant, that the latter resolved r.ever again to 
let off any more puns till be could take surer aim. 

687. A minkin three feet and a halPeolonel, being 
one day at the drill, was examining a strapper of six 
feet four. " Come feJlow hold up >oiir head, — higher, 
fenow."" ** Yes, sir." " Higher, fellow— higher.*' 
^ What so, sirT said the man, raising his head much 
above the horizontal parallel. ** '^'es, fellow." ** And 
am I always to remain so, sir?*' ** Yes, fellow, to be 
smre.^' "Why then, good bye, colonel, for I shall 
never see you again.*' 

6B8. A gentleman asked a colonel of militia, '^How 
file besiegers at Valenciennes managed to destroy the 
men working in the zigzags." The reply from tbo 
intelligent warrior was, ** By having crooked artillery;, 
to be sure.'' 

689. As a regiment of soldiers was marching 
ttroagh a country town, the captain (a strict dis- 
dplinarian,) observed that one of the drums did not 
beat, and ordered a lieutenant to enquire the reason. 
The fellow, on being interrogated, whispered the 
lieutenant — I have two ducks and a turkey in my 
drum, and the turkey is for his honour: which 
being whispered to the captain — ** Confound the fel- 
low," said he, " why did he not say he was lame T 
I do not want men to do their duty when they are 
BOt able." 

690. As some of the British officers were once con- 
versing with Dr. Stems, an American astronomer, oa 
the hardness of the times, whilst the war continued 
in America, one of them thinking to smoke the doc- 
ibr, sahl to fiim, — " Pray, sir, as you are a mathc- 
nu^cian, can you tell mc how long it will take to 

x3 
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surmount insurmountable difficulties V — *^ Yesy sir/^ 
answered the doctor, "just as long as it will take 
yoit to get below the bottom ot* the bottomless pit*' — 
" Oh ho V* said the officer, " I find you are too eleeff 
for me/' 

691. A regiment of horse in King^Willlam's time, 
being quartered in Canterbury^ and the archbishop 
being then there, he invited all the officers of the regi- 
ment to dinner. One of the cornets being obliged to 
keep guard that day, and lamenting his misfortune, 
that he could not have the honour to dine with the 
bishop, bethought himself of this stratagem. He 
knew that one of his brother comets was gone out of 
town, and would not return till evening; he deter- 
mined therefore to wait for him at his lodgings, and 
frighten him by a false message from the bishop. Ac- 
cordingly when his comrade arrived, he addressed 
him thus. "Tom, I believe I shall surprise you."' 
"Why," said Tom, "what is the matter r—" Na 
great matter," replied his comrade, " only the bishop 
has sent for all the officers to hear them their cate- 
chism." — " The deuce he has," quoth Tom, " then I 
am ruined horse and foot ; for, as I am a sinner, I 
can't say three lines." — " Never be troubled about 
that," said his comrade, " I can say n)ine every word, 
and if you will mount guard for me to-morrow, I will 
go in your place.'* — " With all my heart," said Tom, 
" and thank you to boot ;" so the next day they all, 
except Tom, dined with the bishop.. His lordsliip, 
being a very polite man, told the colonel, that he 
hoped all his officers were there ; fur he intended it 
as a general invitation. The colonel told him they 
were all there, except one gentleman, who was 
obliged to mount guard. The bishop took no notice 
of it then, but the next day sent his servant to the 
absent gentleman, to desire his company by himself. 
Tom had no sooner received the message than he ran 
frightened out of his senses iv his comrade to make 
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fas complaint. '* Ah, my friend," cried Tom, " it u 
all in vain, I must ^o at last, the bishop has sent for 
me." — " Never mintl -it," said his comrade, *' you will 
do very well ; he did not ask us above one question 
or two/' Tom being thus prepared went to the 
bishop's, where he was introduced into a pariour. 
At length his lordship came in. ''Sir,** said the 
bishop) *' I am sorry 1 could not have the pleasure 
of your company yesterday; may I crave your name," 
" Thomas, my lord," replied the ccnrnct. ** What 
countryman f' asked the bishop. ''My godlathers 
and godmothers,*' replied the comet "I do not 
inean to catechise you/* said the bishop, and thus 
the cheat was discovered. 

€92, Dr. Beadon, rector of Eltham, one Sunday 
had given out his text " Who art thou?*' which he 
repeated emphatically, just as an officer walked up 
the middle aisle. The latter, supposing it a question 
addressed to himself, answered, to the astonishment 
both of the parson and his congregation. " I am, sir, 
an ^flSoer of the sixteenth regiment of foot, on a re- 
cruiting party, and should be happy to be introduced 
to the neighbouring clergy and gentiy." 

693. A puppy of an officer being tried for a very 
pross assault, ike coilnsel against him began.^ — " Gen- 
tiemen of the jury, this soldier— ^"—^'* Soldier, sir?** 
interrupted the defendant, ** I am an officer."---"! ask 
your pardon," said the barrister : ** well then, gen- 
tlemen, this officer wJu> is no soldiery assaulted the 
plaintiff, a feeble old woman. — '* 

694. It was customary witli Frederick the Greats 
whenever a new soldier appeared in his guards, to 
ask him tliree questions ; viz. " How old are you?" 
** How long have you been in my service V — " Are you 
satisfied with your pay and treatment?" It happened 
that a youi]ig soldier, bom in France^ who had served 
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ui bis own cbimtry, de^kied to enlist in tbe Pm^hnl 
9$rntitf bis%ar^ CMsed hjm to b6 immediately ae- 
eepted, bat he was totally ignorant of the German dia^ 
lect ; and, the. captain giving him iiotioe that the kin^ 
would^aeation Imn in that tongne the first time he saw 
fain, cautioned him at the same time to learn by heart 
the three answers tlutt he was to madke. He accord* 
ingly learned them hy the next day; and As soon as he 
appeared in the ranks, Frederick came up to ia[terto-« 
l^te him ; bat he happened to begin upon him by ther 
second question, and asked him, ^* How kmg. h«¥0 
yon been in my service Y* " Twenty-one years r an- 
swered the soldier. Tbe king, struck with his yon1il, 
which plainly indicated that he had not home a mus- 
ket so long as that, said to him, much astonished^ 
** How old aire you f* — *^ One year, an't please your m»- 
jes^/' Frederick, more astonished still, cried, ** Yoa 
or I must certainfy be bereft of our senses.'' The 
soldier, who took tiiis for the third question, replied 
firmly, ** Both, an't please your majesty." — '* This is 
the first time I was ever treated k» a madman at tho 
head of my army," replied Frederic. The soldier, 
who hlul exhausted his stock of Grerman, kepi silence, 
and when the king questioned him again, to pene- 
trate into the mystery, the soldier told him in French, 
that he did not understand a word of German, at 
which the king laughed heartily, advised him to learn 
that lang^uage, and exhorted lum to perfcnrm well his 
duty. 

6d5. A soldier who had been clapped in Newgate 
for a robbery and manslaughter, seeing one of his 
comrades in the street going by, called to him through 
the gates of the prison, asking him what news ? 
"Why," answered the other, "there's a rebdlioii 
broke out in Scotland."—** God preserve us r cried 
the fettered soldier, " should those rascals get the 
upper hand, farewell the liberty of Old England."— 
^ Ay^" replied the other, swearing a tremendous 
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oath, *' and what wiH become of the protestant reli* 
hgion." 

" 696. When Cromwell made Tiis public entry into 
London, his conipauions remarked to him the great 
concourse of people who came from all parts to see 
him. " There would be jn*t as many/' said he, ** if 
1 was going to the scaflbid,*' 

697. An infantile officer striking an old grenadier 
for a supposed fault in his cvolntions, the latter, 
gravely taking off his cap, and holding it by the top„ 
over the head of the juvenile martinet, said, " If yoo 
were not my officer I would extinguish you." 

698. A gentleman was saying one day B.t the Tilt 
Yard Coffee-house, when it rained exceeding hardy 
that it put him in mind of the general deluge.— 
*' Zoons, sir," said an old campaigner, who stood by^* 
'' Who's that ? I have heard of all the generals in £ur 
rope but him." 

699. At the battle of Malplaqnit, a ludicrous cir- 
cuftistanCe happened : a young Si^iss recruit, when 
his regimentals were making, had procured a round 
iron plate, bordered with small holes, which he desir- 
ed the tailor to fasten on the inside of his coat, above 
his left breast, to prevent his being shot through the 
heart The tailor, being a humourous fellow, fastened 
it in the seat of his breeches ; and the clothes being 
scarcely on his back when he was ordered to march 
into the field, he had no opportunity to get this auk- 
ward mistake rectilied, before he found himself en- 
gaged in battle ; and, being obliged to fly before the 
British, in endeavouring tt) get over a thorn hedge 

■in his way, he unfortunately stock fast till he was 
overtaken by a foe, who, on bis coming up, gave him 
a push in his breech with his bayonet (with no 
friendly design); but it luckily hit on the iron plate^ 
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Aiid pushed the young soldier clear out of tlie ticdjt^ i 
this favourable circumstance made the Swiss koiicstlf 
confess that tlie tailor had more sense than hlmsei^^ 
and knew better where his heart lay, 

700. A ftujetious abbfe, having engaged a box at 
the operarhouse, at Paris, was turned out of Iiis pos- 
8es»on by a mareschal, a.^ remarkable for his uog^en- 
tlemanlike behaviour, as for his cowardice and meane- 
ness. The abb6, for this unjustifiable breach of good 
Biauners, brought his action in a court of honoiuv 
and solicited permission to be his own advocate^ 
which wiis granted. When the day of tiial arrivod^ 
he pleaded to the following effect: **Tis not ot' 
Monsieur Suffrein^ who acted so nobly in the Bast , 
Indies — it'is notofthe.DukedeCrebillon, who took 
Minorca — ^it is not of the Oomte de Grasse, who so 
brarely fought Lord Rodney, that I complain ; but 

it is of Mareschal , who took my boK at tlio 

opera-house, and never took any thing else." This 
most poignant stroke of satire so sensibly convinced 
the court, that he had already inflicted punishmcut 
sufficient, that they refused to grant liim a verdict. 
A fine compliment to the abb6's wit. 



CHAP. VIII. 

NAVAL. 

Earl Howb. 
7DL When the. late Earl Howe, who was veiy re- 
markalile for his presence of mind, was captain of 
•the ^Xagnanime, during a cndse on the coast ot* 
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prance, a heavy |calc of wind obliged liim to ancfaoK, 
1.1 was ou a ic€-«horCy and the night was cxtrcmclj 
dark and tempestuous. After evei-y thing had been 
^ade snag, the ship rode with her two anchors a- 
lu^apv depending entirely on her ground tackle. 
Captain Howe, was at this time laid up with the 
l^otit^ and was reading in liis cabin, when, on a sud- 
den, the lieutenant of the watch came in, with a 
coautenance full of woe, and said, he was sorry to 
inform him that the anchors came home. ^ I'hey arc 
miich in the right of it," replied Captain Howe, with 
the greatest coolness, " who the devil w ould stay 
cmt in such a night as this.^ 

702. When Lord Howe commaBded on the Amo^ 
Ticau station, it was a regulation in the fleet for the 
liiaiiue officers to keep watch with the lieutenants bf 
the navy. His lordsliip once remarking, at his table, 
*^ that pursers, surgeons, and even chaplains, might 
occasionally be employed on tliat duty;'' a son of 
the church, who was prcisent, opposed the doctrine. 
"^AVhatr cried his lordship^ '* cajinot ye watch as 
well as p^uif** 

Lord St. Vincent. 

703. A certain officer of an envious disposition,^ 
said to Lord St Vincent, when he had just gained 
the celebrated victory off Cape St. Vincent, " What 
fian those who envy your glory say now ?*'— " I do not 
know," answered the brave adnural^ '* What do ifm 
sayr 

Lord An^on. 

704. While Commodore Anson's ship, the Centii-* 
Tion, was engaged inclose fight with the rich Spanish 
galleoBv which he afterwards took, a sailor came 

, running io him, and cried out, *' Sir, our ship is on 
fire very near the powder magazme/* — " Tlien pray, 
i^end," said the co^ngodoire^ not in the least diK 
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I^^^discomposcd, "run back and assist in putUny 

Lord Hawks. 

706. The late Lord Hawke, wi.en a young man. 

was pressed very much l.y a tailor <o discharge a debt 

which he was at that time unable to pavf « Yoo 

^^^f' M'tJi ?^'\ ?:«='''•'"». " '»y I'i'l is >ery lon^ 

blunt tar, "don't threaten hic «ith your W, my 
talotit vnll prove a match for your bUl at any hourr' 

Loud Neiso;v. 

706. Lord Nelson when a iitilc boy, was on a visit 
to an aunt, and went in .sciu-ch of birds* nests He 
waiidered so for that he did iiot return till some tim^ 
after it was dark. The old lady, who had been much 
-Ih"".^ by b,s absence, repri.„.-,„dcd him seve"h 
and asked him how/.ar came not to drive him home' 

« wh?%fr78? """' '""^ '"f • """ '''"''' ^'""P'-'^y. 

707. An officer in Admiral Lord St. Vincent'sfleet 
Wkwg the heroic Nelson, who was gallantly beS 
down upon the Spanish fleet, whetl.,"- he had reclTou? 
ed the number of the enemy ? " No " reoIieS Vh» in 
miral, « it will be time enoiigh to do tlfaf^vfi w; 
have made them strike." »',wueuwe 

708. Thp master qf the Wrestler's Inn, at Yar 
raouth havmg solicited Lord Nelson to pwmit hi^ 
to put up his arms, and change the nain/nf *l.« • 
to The Nelson Hotel, his loid.^. p re^^rLd fhr i"" 
swer, that he was pCTfectly wSmc to^I.1 ^ *"' 
but he must be sen.fble tha?h: hXo i;J;'torp::^'- 
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Ms official dispatch from Aboukir, so finished a com- 
pliment, bad served with him in the unfortunate affair 
of Teneriffe : and, on their return to tlngland, ac* 
companied him to St. James's. The king, iiith his 
accustomed suavity, lamented the gallant admiral's 
wounds : ** You have lost your right arm," observed 
his majesty. '< But not my right hand,'* replied his 
lordship, '^ as I have the honour of presenting Cap- 
tain Berry to your majesty.'' 

Admiral Blakg. 

710. '^rhe following laconic letter was written by 
Admiral Blake to the Admiralty : — " Please your 
honours and glory, yesterday met with the French 
fleet, beat, kitted, took, sunk, and burned, as per 
margin.'' Tour's, &c. 

Admiral Keppel. 

711. While Admiral Keppel commanded the squa- 
dron up the Mediterranean, frequent complaints were 
hiade to the ministry by the merchants trading to the 
Ltevant, &c. of the piracies of the Algerincs. These 
4$omplaints were passed o%'er, till two sliips richly 
laden were taken and carried into Algiers. This was 
so flagrant an infraction of treaties, that the ministry 
could no longer be silent. Orders were accordingly 
scot to the admiral, to' sail into the harbour of Al- 
giers, and demand restitution of the Dey ; and in 
case of a refusal, he had an unlimited power to make 
reprisals. The admiral's squadron cast anchor in the 
JG^ng, in the bay of Algiers, facing the Dey's palace. 
He went ashore, attended only by his captain and 
barge's crew, proceeding to the palace, where he de- 
manded an immediate audience: and being conduct- 
ed into the Dey's presence, he laid open his embassy, 
and, in his master's name, desired satisfaction for the 
Injuries done to the subjects of his Britannic Majesty. 
Surprised and enraged at the boldness of the admi- 
hd's remoostrance, the Dey exclaimed, ** That he 
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mroDdcred at the English king's Inablencey in seudhig; 
him a foolish, beardless boy.^ The admiral replied, 
^' Tiiat if his master had supposed that \ifris€lam had 
been measured by the length of the beard^ he would 
have sent his Deyship a he-^oat.*^ Unused to such 
language from the sycophants of his own court, this 
reply put him beside himself, and, forgetting the laws 
of all nations in respect to ambassadors, he ordered 
his mutes to attend with the bow-string, at the same 
time telling the admiral he should pay for hisaudacitjr 
with his life. UnmoTed with this menace^ the admi- 
ral took him to a window facing the bay, and shewing 
iiim the English fleet riding at anchor, told kim, that 
if it was his pleasure to put him to death, there were 
Englishmen enough in that fleet to make him a glo- 
rious funeral pile, • The Dey was wise enough Iq 
take the hint : the admiral came off in safety, and 
ample restitution was made. 

Admiral Pakenham. 

712. Once if^hen Admiral Pakenham^ one of omr 
renowned naval officers, landed at Portsmouth, a 
friend asked him how he left the crew of his ship. 
" O," said he, " I have left them all, to a man, the 
merriest fellows in the world.^ — " How so T asked hU 
ikiend. " Why," rephed the admiral, " I flogged 
seventeen of them, and they are happy it is over ; and 
ail the rest are happy, because they have escaped.^' 

. Admiral Cornwallis. 

713. Soon after Captain (now Admiral) Comwallis 
succeeded to the command of the Canada, on the 
resignation of Sir George Collyer, and was at sea, a 
mutiny broke out in the ship, on account of some ao* 
cidental delay in the clerk's paying some of the ship^ii 
company ; in consequence of which» they sign,ed what 
they termed a round robin, wherein they declared, to 
a man, tliat tliey would not fire a gun till thuy were 
^aid. Captain Comwallis^ os\ ijxe receipt of titfs, hail 
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an htmds called iii>on deck, awl thai Itfconieally ha- 
rangued them : — ** My lads, the noney cannot be 
paid tHl we reton to port ; and as to your not fi^it- 
kig, I'll clap you alongside of the first large ship of 
the enemy I see^ when the d — ^1 himself cannot keep 
you from iV The jacks were so tickled with this 
tar<4ike compliment, that they one and all returned 
to tiieir duty, better sadsied, pet^aps, than if they 
had been paid the money they demanded ten times 

2$iR Sidney Smith. 

714. An o£Scer maintained in the presence of Sir 
Sidney Smith; that he eoold not assault a particular 
post, because it was unattackable. ''Sir/' said the 
gallant chiet^ ^ that word is not EngHsh." 

715. Sir Sidney Smitb wrote tiras to a man, whcf 
solicited his interest to obtain an important sitnation^ 
wiiich a moment's reflection might have convinced 
bim that gentleman had no power to procure. '' Sir, 
J am sorry I cannot oblige you ; these appointments 
do not rest with me. The office of prime minister Is 
^led to the pnbfie satisfaction, as well as the one you 
solicit ; and the see of Canterbury is also disposed 
of. I fear nothing attainable in this country will suit 
yoinr ideas of power ; let me recommend you to go to 
£^^ypt, I have interest to get you made a Bey.'' - 

Count de Grasse. 

716. The Count de Grasse being wounded in (be 
knee with a musket-ball, the surgeons made many 
indsions. Losing ^patience at last, he asked them 
why they cut and carved him so cruelly. ** We seek 
for the ball," said they. " Why did you not speak 
beftn-e ?" said the count ; " I have it in my packet." 

Earl Cloncartie. 

717. When t}ie Earl of Cloncartie was captain of ii 
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man of war, aiid was crnising on the coast of GnineaVi 
he happened to lose his chaplain, who was carried off 
by a fever, of which the lieutenant, a Seotchman; 
gave his captain notice, saying at the same time, that 
he was sony to inform him that he died a Roman Ca- 
thpUc — " Well, so much the better,'' said bis lord- 
ship. " Oot awa, my lord, how can you say so of a 
British clergypian/*— " Why," said his lordship, " b*- 
pause I believe 1 am the first captain of a man of wat 
that could boast of having a chaplain who had any 
religion at all." 

Captain Harvey. 
^ 718. The Duke of Clarence jocularly observing toi 
Captain Harvey, of the navy, that he heard he read 
the Bible, wished to know what he learnt from it. — . 
The captain replied, one part of the scripture he well 
remembered^ which was — " Not to put his trUiit ia 
princes/' 

Lieutenant O Brien. 
719. When Lieutenant O'Brien, called sky-rocket 
Jack, was blown up at Spithead, in the Edgar, be was 
saved on the carriage of a g^n ; and when brought 
to the admiral, all black and wet, he said, '' 1 hope; 
sir, you will excuse my appearance in this dishabille,' 
as I came away in such a hurry, that I had not time 
to shift myself." 

Anonymous and Miscellaneous. 
, 720. A feailor coming across Blackheath one eycn- 
ing^ was stopped by a footpad, who demanded bis 
money ; when a $c^fflle ensued, in which the tar took 
the robber, and bore away with bis prize to a justi6e 
of the peace at Woolwich. When the magistrate 
came to examine into the assault, he told the sailor 
that he must take his oath that the robber had put 
him in bodily fear, otherwise he could not commit 
him. The sulor looking stedfastly at the justice^ an- 
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Bwered, ^ He! he pat me in bodily fear! Ko, nor 
any he that e?er lived ; therefore, if that is the caste, 
you may let him go, for I'll not swear to any sach lie.'' 

721. As a press-gang were onoe patroling about 
Smltbfield, they laid hold on a man tolerably weU 
dressed, who pleaded that, being a gentleman, he was 
not liable to be pressed. ** Haul him away,'' says 
one of the tars, "he is the very nan we want ; we 
have press^ a grfeat number of blackguards, and are 
at a loss for a gentleman to teach them good main 
ners/' 

7*^2. "As you do not belong to my paridi," said a 
gentleman to a begging sailor with a wooden leg, " I 
cannot relieve you." — " Sir," replied the other, with 
an air of heroism, " I lost my leg fightii^ for aU 
parishes." 

723. On the eve of the battle of Trafalgar, a lieu- 
tenant of the Revenge was surprised to see <Hie of 
the seamen devoutly kneeling by the side of his g^n, 
and asked him, *< What ! are you afraid f'—*' Afraid !" 
disdainfully answered the tar " no! I was only pray- 
ing that the enemy's shot may be distributed in the 
same proportion as our prize-money, the greatest part 
among the officers.-' 

724. An officer who had by almost desqserate acts 
acquired both fame and fortune, had an enterprise 
proposed to him by ^the commander which was ex- 
tremely dangerous, but if accomplished would pro- 
duce great emolument *^ ^ir," said the officer, " I 
W4)u!d:advise yon rather to employ one who has to 
make his fortune ; fOr my part, I am contented with 
mine." 

725. A sailor being about to set out for India, a 
<»itizen' asked him, ^ Where M» father died r— '* In , 
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shipwfeck/' was tbe answer. " And where did your 
grandfather die T — ^** As he was fishing, a storm arose, 
and the bark foundering, all on board perished." — 
'* And your great-grand father?" — " He also perished 
on board a ship which struck on a rock/'—" Then," 
said the citizen, " if I were you, I would never go to 
sea/' — "And pray, Mr. Philosopher," inquired the 
seaman, " where did your father die ?" — ^♦^ In his bed/' 
— " And your grandfather ?" — '* In his bed." — ** And 
your great-grandfather?" — " He, and all rtiy ancestors 
^lied quietly in their beds." — " Then, if I wei-e yon^ 
I would never go to bed." 

726. During the battle of the Nile, a lieutenant of 
Lord Nelson's ship had his right arm shot off. The 
illustrious commander, after the engagement, visited 
him in his cabin, and expressed his concern at the 
misfortune. The lieutenant answered, ** Admiral, 
you lead the fashion here, and he must be destitute 
^f taste who is not on this day proud to imitate yoa 
in any thing." 

727. A very tall gentleman was appointed to a 
small ship, wliere his cahin was every way incon- 
venient. After applying in vain to his friends to get 
him promoted, he at last wrote up to the Admiralty 
Board, humourously setting forth bis grievance, who 
remitted an order for his immediate removal to a 
larger ship, reciting the words of the petition, to the 
following effect: — " Whereas A, B. of hisv Majesty 's 
ship , has informed us, that havidg the mis- 
fortune to be six feet three inches high, and his cabin 
being neither in height-nor length above four feet six 
inches, he can neither lie, sit, stand, nor even kneel 
lat his devotions ; this is therefore to certify, that we 

appoint him to the , a ship commodious for the 

above purposes." 

728k A certain sea captain, who had considerable 

r 
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interest with bis brother oiBcers, and the cook ftboard 
his vessel, were once to be tried for an (^ence against 
the lu^^3 of the navy, of snch a nature as put their 
lives in some jeopardy. The cook displayed every 
mark of fear and apprehension for his safety. The 
captain, on the contrary, seemed in very good spirits, 
ftnd said, *' Cheer up, man, why should you be cast 
down ! T fear nothing, and why should yon T — 
** Why faith, yonr honour/' replied the fellow, « I 
should be as courageous as you are, if we were to be 
tried' by a jury of cooks." 

729. A brave tar, with a wooden leg, who was on 
board Admiral Duncan's fleet in the late engagement 
with the Dutch, having the misfortune to have the 
other shot of}', as his comrades were conveying him to 
the surgeon, notwithstanding the poignancy of his 
agonies, could not suppress his joke, saying, ** It 
was high time for him to leave off play, when his last 
pin was bowled down.** 

730. Some convicts in a storm calling out on the 
Supreme Being to aid them — ^'* Be silent," said an 
officer, ** do not remind Providence that yon are on 
^board, for then we shall all perish." 

731. The folIo>ving singular trait of a sailor may 
be relied on as a fact : — IVf r. Lawson, master painter 
of tlie dock-yard at New York, was a man whose face 
was very much disfigured with the small-pox, and 
going thrc^gh the dock gates one day, he was ac- 
costed in a tremendous loud, hoarse voice by a sailor, 
whose fiuie was very roughly hewn, in the following 
singular manner: — *^Sir, I have got your knifcj'' 
pulling out a large clasp knife, about two feet long, 
and striving to thrust it into Mr. Lawson's hand. '* My 
knife," exclaimed Mr. Lawson, '* you can have no 
knife of mine, for I neither lost one, nor did I ever 
carry gudi a knife/* The sailor stiU kept roaring out. 
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*^ SiTf m knife is youra, and yoa mast take \V 
Upon this IMb-. Lawson began to suspect that there 
-was something more than ordinary in the fellow's bo- 
liavioiir, and asked him what he meant by sucb con- 
4iiet , " Why, sir," said the sailor, " I bel<Mag to 
the Ugly Club in London, and the members are prc- 
jseated each with a kmfe^ which they are bound, by 
the laws of the club, to present to any person they 
neet uglier than. themselves; and now, sir, as I eon- 
sider you several degrees uglier than myself, shiver 
my timbers but you must ^e it ;'' and, thrusting 
the knife into Mr. Lawson's pocket, he ran a\^ay. 

733. The introduction of a certain naval officer to 
the Prince of Wales, and their pre^nt intimacy, ori- 
ginated in the following whimsical circumstance : — 
His royal highness was disputing with a gentleman 
^n the subject of naval tactics, and finally agreed to 
refef the decision to the son of Neptune, who was in 
an adjoining room. A note was dispatched by the 
gentlemen, requesting the officer's opinion, and con- 
cluding with this inaccuracy of spelling — ^^ You must 
be a very competent judge, having been bread to the 
sea." This was the neat and sarcastical reply — *' I 
never was bread to the sea, but the sea was bread to 
me, and very bad bread it was." 

733. A seaofie^r, for his courage in a former en- 
gagement wh^e he had lost his leg, had been pre- 
ferred to the command of a good ship ; in the heat 
of the next engagement a cannon ball %>ok off his 
wooden deputy, so &at he fell upoR<tiie deck ; a sea- 
man thinking he had been fresh wounded, <ialled out 
for the surgeon ; '^ No, no/' said the captain, ^' the 

^ i^arpenter wiM do." 

734. A master of a ship walking about on deck, 
calling into the hold, ^ Who is there ?" A boy an- 
rBwwed, " Win, sk.*'—.« What are you doing r— 
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J^Notiang, wrr— "Is Tom tbercr— « Y««,^ says 
Tool. •* Whftt are you doing, Tom T— ** HelpiDi^ 
Will, sir/' 

736. Several gentlemen, of ingenious invention, or 
extraordinary credulity, having amused a company 
by a successive detail of wondrous events, a ship- 
master observed, ** Gentlemen, these narratives which 
you have given are doubtless strange and unaccount- 
able, but f can tell you a circumstance which occurred 
to myself, not less true, and still more incredible. 
Last year, coming home from th^ West Indies, and 
being on the banks of Newfoundland, my people 
hooked an immense shark. The monster made such 
resistance as they were hauling him up, that I was 
afraid he might break the rope and escape. I ran 
down to the cabin and fetched my pistols, which^ for 
security's sake, I always keep loaded. As they had 
got his head to the surface of the water, I levelled a 
pistol to fire at him ; but, just as I was going to pull 
the trigger, in a too eager anxiety the pistol dropped 
from my hand, and, about the same moment, the 
shark, making a violent effort, broke the line and 
Escaped. Well, gentlemen, being nearly on the same 
spot on my last homeward voyage, the crew again 
(looked a shark, which, after much exertion, they 
were fortunate enough to get on board, and as, after 
cutting off' the tail, (which you know, gentlemen, is 
the most powerfuhpart of this fish) they were ripping 
up the belly, I was surprised to hear what appeared 
like the report of a pistol ; but, judge my astonish- 
ment, when I found that this was the identical shark 
booked on my former voyage ; that my pistol had 
fallen into its mouth, and. from its voracity, been 
swallowed into its stomach, that it had there re- 
mained dormant, till the operation of cutting it up 
(lad, probably by contaction of the cheaper .and the 
flinty made the piece go off!'' 
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736. Asxageon aboard a ship of war used io prs^ 
scribe saltwater for his jtatients in aU disorders. jEiav- 
hug ^led one evening on a party of pleasure, be hap- 

, pened, by liome mischance, to be drowned. The cs^>- 
tain, who had not heard of the disaster, a^ed one of 
Hoc tars, next day, if he had heard. any tiling of the 
doctor? ** Yes,** answered Jack, after a turn of hid 
^d, *^ he i^as drowned, last night, in his medidue 

737. An honest tar being at a quaker'^s meeting, 
lieard the friend that was holding forth speak with 
|R*eat vehemence against the ill consequence of giyiti^g 
ttic lie in conversation ; and therefore advisied that, 
when any man (old a talc not consistent with truth 
ix probability, the hearer should only cry " Twang f 
iHiach could not irritate people to passion like the lie. 
Afterwards he digressed into the stor^ of the miracle 
of five thousand being led with five kmves of bread, 
^. he then told them that they were not such loaves 
as those used now-a>days, but were as big as mouti- 
taitts ; at which the tar uttered, with a loud voicc^ — 
* Twang.*—** What," says the quaker, ** dost thou 
Hank I lie, friend/'—" No,** says Jack, " but I ana, 
linking how big tiie ovens were that baked thenu'' 

738. When Lord Anson once attacked a French 
mpuidrfm in tlie Bay of Biscay, and L'Invincibte 
skock, Monsieur de la Jonqnieu, who was the com- 
Paeokdeff was brought aboard the admiral's ship, where 
aieeing La Glorieux, another of his squadron, engaged 
^ifli'an English vessel of superior (omef he bowed, 
surrendered his sword, and said, ** My lord, you have 
conquered the Imnncihle, and Glortf must follow." 

739« A sailer meeting with an old messmate, whom 
tiie worid had frowned a little upon, asked him where 
lie Uvedl ** Where JUve/' said he, "idon't know; 
tHit I starve towards Wapping, and that way/' 
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T40. A i^faufof % man of war had got a circle 
round him in one of the rooms at Bath, and was en- 
teHaining them with the relation of some marvellous 
phenomenon which he had seen at sea. iKioking 
rornidy he observed Nash laughing, on which he be- 
came angry, and asked, whether Nash did not be- 
lieve what he said? "Wliy, sir," said Nash, "did 
yon see itf — " Yes I did,** answered the captain. 
♦' Well, if you saw it," says Nash, " I will believe 
it : but I would not if I had seen it myself/^ Hiis 
gentleman, however,^ soon after returned the compU- 
mcDt ; for Nash was one of those who shot with a 
long bow, or, in other words, paid but little regard 
to truth in his sallies of wit and humour ; and having 
told a most confounded large story, the captain gave 
a licm ; upon which Nash made up to him, ** And so^ 
captain/' says he, ** you won't beheve this T — ^ Why 
yes," said the captain, *' I will, Nash, to oblij^e you ; 
but 111 be hung if I believe such another conrouudo<t 
lie to oblige any man living.'' 

. 741. A sailor robbed of his money in a house of iQ 
fame, swore he would have revenge from the first 
person he ^honld meet ; and accordingly stopped a 
gentleman next morning, and made him deliver his 
purse., Being committed for the robbery, he wrote 
the following epistle to King Charles IL 
" King Charles, 

♦* One of thy subjects robbed me of forty 
pounds, for which I robbed another of a Uke sum, 
and he has inhumanly sent me to Newgate, swearing 
I shall be hanged. Save my life, your majesty, 6r 
you'll lose one of the best fteamen in yotu* navy. 
" Thine, 

"Jack Sufton.* 
The Answer. 
« Jack JSkifton, 

*^ ]f or this time I will save thee Scorn the 
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gallows ; but I assure thee, if hereafter thou art guilty 
of the like, 111 have thee hauged. ' 

" Charles R.'^ 

742. Two sailors were taken l)efore a magistratQ 
py a very active village constable, for lifting an ass 
over the wall of a pound, where it was confined. On 
being asked the reason for their conduct, the tars, with 
true humanity and character, made the following re- 
ply : — ^'* Why lookee, master, we saw this here animal 
aground, witliout victuals, d*>e see, sir, and so my 
messmate and I agreed to cut his c^ble and give him 
his liberty, because we have knowji, before now, what 
it is to be at short allowance V 

743. In the great Dutch war, in the reign of 
<Charles II. the English fleet and that of Holland 
fought in the channel for three days successively, en- 
gaged in the day, and lying- to at night ; but, just as 
they were preparing to renew the action, advice cairie 
ofif that an armistice was' concluded upon, and the 
hostile parties began to exchange mutual civilities. 
Qn board a Dutch man of war, which lay alongside 
|in flnglish first-rate, was a sailor, so remarkably ac- 
tive, as to run to the mast-head, and stand upiigh^ 
upon the truck, after whichhe would cut several ca- 
pers, and conclude with standing upon his head, to 
the great astonishment and terror of the spectators. 
On coming down from this exploit, all his country- 
men expressed their joy by husszaing, and thereby 
signifying their triumph over the English. One of 
our bold tars, piqued for the honour of his country, 
ran up to the top like a cat, and essayed, with siW his 
might, to throw up his heels like the Dutchman,, but, 
not having the skill, he missed his poise, and pame 
down rather faster than he w^nt up. The rigging, 
hovever, broke his fall, and he lighted On bnr feet 
unhurt As soon as he had recovered ki» speech, he 
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Tan to the side, and exultingly cried out to the Dstoh* 
man, ''There, yoa lubber, do thatifthat joacaiu'^ 

744; The captain of an English vessel once sailed 
torn Cadiz with a number of passengers aboard, and, 
amongst the rest, a Frenchman, who evinced the 
greatest fear lest the ship should be taken by «ne c^f 
the Sal lee rovers, who infested those seas at the time. 
" Don't be in the least alarmed,'* cried the Britidi 
tar, *< for before I'd let my ship fall into the hands of 
these barbarians, l*d blow her up in the air/' 

745. A naval officer entering the room of some 
friends with a gloomy face, after having dinfed with 

Admiral Lord , not famous for his hospitality, 

was rallied on his appearance, and asked if he had 
not dined to his satisfaction. ** No,'' replied the dis^ 
appointed guest, growlingly, '^ the admiral may be a 
very good sea-lord, but he is a veiy bad land-lord.'^ 

746. An arch boy, belon^ng to one of the ships of 
war at Portsmouth, had purchased of his playfellows 
a ma^ie, which he carried to his father's house, and 
was at the door feeding of it, when a gentleman in 
the neighbourhood, who had an impediment in his 
speech, coming up, "T— T — ^T — ^t*om," says the gen- 
tleman, "can your magpie t — t— talk yetf — ^** Aye, 
sir,'' says the boy, " better than ye«, or I'd wring his 
headoflF." 

747. A clergyman preaching some time ago in the 
neighbourhood of Wapping, observing that most of 
his audience were in the sea-faring way, Very pro- 
perty embellished his discourse with several nautical 
tropes and figures. Amongst other things, he ad- 
vised them to be ever "on the watch, so that on 
Whatever tack the devil should bear down upon them, 
he might be crippled in the action." — " Ay, master," 
cried a jolly son of Neptune, " but, let me tell you, that 
will depend on your having the wetUhgr-grngt oflmul 
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748. On a trial at the Admiraltj^ Sessions, for ^oot^ 
ing a seaman, the counsel for the crown asking one 
of the witnesses which he was for, plaintiff or defend- 
ant — " Plaintiff or defendant!*' says the sailor, 
scratching his head, " why, I don't know what you 
mean by plaintiff or defendant. I come to speak for 
that there?" pointing to the prisoner. ** You are a 
pretty fellow for a witness," says the counsel, " not 
to know what plaintiff or defendant means." Some 
time after, being asked by the same counsel what 
part of the ship he was in at the time ? " Abaft the 
binnacle, my lord/' says the sailor. '^ Abaft the bin- 
nacle," replied the barrister ; " what part of the ship 
is that r'— '* Ha ! ha ! ha !'' chuckled the sailor, " are 
not you a pretty fellow for a counsellor, (pointing tp 
him archly with his finger) not to. know what at>aft the 
binnacle is." ^ 

749. When Sir Elijah Impey, the India judge, was 
on his passage home, as he was one day walking the 
deck, it having blown pretty hard the^preceding day, 
a shark was playing by the side of the ship. Having 
never seen such an object before, he called to one of 
the sailors to tell him what it was. " Why," replied 
the tar, ^^ I don't know what name they know them 
by ashore, but here vte call them sea-lawyers.*^ 

750. The following curious dialogue took place in . 
the court of King's Bench^ some years ago, between 
Mr. Garrow and the captain of a ship in the African 
trade, in an action on a policy of Insurance. 

Q. There was pumping enough on board your ship, 
before her arrival on the coast? — A. Yes, there was 
pumping enough to keep the scurvy out of the sailor's 
joints; if you had been at the' pump you would have 
found it a little harder work tiian that to which you 
are accustomed. 

Q. You do not seem aware how much I am used 
fo pumping: I am engaged in it at this moment, and 
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I find the labour sufficiently hard ?— A. I do not know 
how laborroiA yon may find it ; bat this I' know, if 
you were on board my ship I would keep you to it 

Q. As your observations are so impdrtant, I wish 
you would speak somewhat louder, that we may aU 
•enjoy the benefit of them. — A. If I were to speak as 
I do to my people in a gale of wind, the learned stu- 
dents around you might be a yttle alarmed. 



Lord Howe. 

751. When Lord Howe was captain of the Ma|['* 
nanime, a negro sailor on board was ordered to be 
flogged; every thing being prepared, and the ship's 
company assembled to see the punishment inflicted, 
Captain Howe made a long address to the culprit, on 
the enormity of- his ofience. Poor Mungo, tired of 
ihe harangue, and of having his back exposed to the 
cold, exclaimed — ** Massa I if you floggee, floggee; 
or if preachee, prcachee ; ha no preachee and floggee 
tooy 

Sir George Rooke. 

752. Sir George Rooke, before he was made admi* 
ral, had served as a captain of marines, upon their 
first establishment, and being quartered on the coast 
of Essex, where the ague made great havoc among 
his men, the minister of the next village was so ha- 
rassed by the duty, that he refused to bury any moi]e 
of them without being paid extraordinary fees. The 
captain made no words, but, the next that died, hie 
ordered to be carried to the minister's house, ^id laid 
upon the table in his kitchen. This greatly embar- 
rassed the parson, who immediately sent the captaia 
word, that if he would cause the dead man to be 
taken away, he would never more dispute it wiUi him, 
but would readily buiy him and his whole company 
foraotfaing. 
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Sir Charles Wacer. 

753. Sir Charles Wager had a sovereign contempt' 
for physicians, though he believed a surgeon, in some 
oases, might be of service. It happened that Sir 
Charles was seized with a fever while he was out 
iq>on a cruise ; and the surgeon, without much diffi- 
oulty, prevailed upon him to lose a little blood, and 
suffer a blister to be laid on his back. By and bye it 
was thought necessary to. lay on another blister, and 
repeat the bleeding, to which Sir Charles also con- 
sented : the symptoms then abated, and the surgeon 
told him, that he must uow swallow a few bolusses, 
and take a draught. ^' No, doctor," said Sir Charles, 
**you shall batter my hulk as long as you will, but 
you Khan*t board me." 

Anonymous and Miscellaneous. , 

754. A stranger passing St. Paul's church, asked a 
tar whom he met, \Vhat those figures were at the west 
ifiont; *to which the sailor answered, "The twelve 
apostles.*' — " How can that be," replied the other, 
** when there are but six of them V — ** Why, you 
lubber," says the tar, " would you have them all 
on deck at once ?" 

766. A sailor and two of his shipmates once wanted 
to go from Portsmouth to Petersficld ; when one stay- 
ing behind, desired the other to proceed on foot, 
-while he went and hired a horse. When he came to 
the livery-stables, the ostler brought him out a short- 
backed light galloway, about fourteen hands high-r 
** Zounds," says Jack, " this will not do for me ; he 
is too short in the bacjk." — " Oh, sir," replies the 
ostler, " he is the better for that*'—" He will not do, 
I tell you," returned the other ; > " get me a horse 
with a longer back, for I have two more to take up at 
the turnpike.'' 

756. A short time ago a sailor went to a church, a 
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little distance from town, to be married. Tbe clergy 
man, daring the ceremony, requested the bridegrooal 
to kneel; which he positively refiised, saying, he 
never did, and never would, tvarship a woman. Upon 
this the minister left the church : but the sailor called 
to him, saying, he would kneel on one knee, which 
occasioned some curious altercation; but on hU 
kueeling an one knee, and bending the other a little^ 
the ceremony was performed, to the no small enter- 
tainment of all present 

757. A jack tar, just returned from sea, met one 
of his old female messmates. He was so overjoyed, 
that he determined to commit matrimony ; but at the 
ahar the parson demurred, as there was not cash 
enough between them to pay the fees: on which 
Jaek, thrusting a few shillings into the sleeve of his 
cassock, exclaimed, *' Never mind, brother^ marry 
us tu/ar as it wiUgo.*' 

758. As Mrs. Porter was performing that part of 
the character of Lady Nottingham, in the tragedy of 
the Earl of Essex, where she excuses herseB' from 
having any concern in procuring the earl's execution, 
a sailor in the gallery cried out, " You lie ; you know 
you have the ring in your pocket/' 

759. Two sailors discussing some scriptural ques- 
tions on deck, one of them quoted the t4)0stle Paul. 
*' He was no apostle," said the other. After Some 
altercation, they agreed to refer this point to the boat- 
swain. The case being stated to that officer, he turn- 
ed his quid twice or thrice in his cheek, and then 
gate this sage determination — *' Paul, do you see, 
was not propeny an apostle, never having been rated, 
but he appears to have been an acting apoitle/\ 

760. Two sailors visiting Westminster Abbey, eX- 
amined> among others, Shakespeare's monument, 
'* T|ie cloud capt towers V exclaiined one, '* I know 

z 3 , 
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BO CtptKiii Towers, nor have we any sbip called ^e 
Cloud/' His comrade said, it most be some ship 
lately taken from Bonaparte, and called after the 
name of his palace. 

761. A sailor being in company, where the shape 
of the earth was disputed, said, *' Why look ye, gen- 
tlemen, they pret nd to say the earth is round : now 
I have been all round it, and I assure yon, it is s^JUu 
€»m pancake,^ 

762. IVo sailors were one day disputing, on board 
Kis majesty's ship Abundance, off Woolwich, respect^ 
ing the wisdom of King Solomon ; and, after having 
made some very original and singular remarks on this 
mighty monarch, one of them closed his argument as 
follows;—" Why, Jack, you may talk till the tongue 
draps out of your wooden bead; but Pll tell you what 
perhaps neither you nor King Solomon ever knew; 
that is, that, shiver my timbers, but the times are so 
altered, that, if he was now alive, he would not know 
a jib-boom from a poop-lanthom.'- 

763. An old veteran, upon reading the failure of 
the attack at Boulonge, signed " Nelson and Bronte/' 
thus addressed his messmate : — " I say, Ben, ^o you ' 
know who this Bronte is, that Nelson has got hold 
ofr— " No," replied the other, "I don't; alTI can 
say is, that I think he is a fool, begging his pardon, 
for taking a partner ; for, depend upon i^ nobody will 
erer do so well as Nelson himself; you see this last 
business, though I dare say every thing was done that 
could be done without him ; — had he gone in, the 
boats, chains, and all, would have come out along 
with him.'* Joined by a third, it was long debated 
who this Bronte could be ; at last it was determined 
that he must be a soldier officer, who was to assist in 
any descent upon the enemy's coast; but nothing 
could exonerate the hero of the Nile, in the opinion 
6f these honest fellows^ for taking a partner. 
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764. A Jack tar baTiDg been long in a fVencb pri* 
son, was asked, on bis return, wbether be bad got 
a amattering of their lingo? "No," replied Jack, 
«« they call things by wrong names : they call a horse 
a shovel, and a hat a chopper/' 

765. A lady came np one day to the keeper of the 
light-bouse near Plymouth, which is a great cariosity. 
— ** I want to see the light-bouse," said the lady. 
'* Yon cannot," was the reply. " Do you know who 
lam, sir?" — ^'.'No, madam." — "I am the c^tain's 
lady." — " If you were his wife, madam," said the 
blunt tar, '* you could not see it without his order !" 

766. A captain of a West Indiaman wished to buy 
a horse. After the purchase was made, he said to 
the chapman, *' Well, now the horse is mine, pray 
tell me, candidly, whether he has any faults, and what 
they are." — ** What do you mean to dp with him V^ 
said the other. " Why, to take him to .sea," answered 
the captain. *' Then I will be candid," replied the 
dealer : ** he may go very well at sea; but on land he 
cannot go at all, or I would not haVe sold him." 

767. A sailor, half groggy, passing along the street 
of a sea-port town, discovered over an admiral's door 
an escutcheon, with checquers painted on it, and very 
naturally took it for an ale-house. The gentleman (a 
ruddy-looking portly man), standing at the door, 
Jack clapped him on the shoulder, crying^ " Landlord, 
you look like an honest fellow, give us a cup of the 
best." The gentleman, to carry on the joke, ordered 
his servant to bring him some beer; which being 
done, the jolly tar drank towards the landlord's very 
good health, and enquired what was to pay ; when 
the admiral told him, he might settle the next time 
he came that way. 

768* An honest jtar lured a horse to carry him ^ few 
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ndles, but Wore he had got many yards, he found he 
possessed the usual excellencies of the unfortunate 
four-footed hirelings of the road, such as blindness^ 
lameness, stumbling, &c. &c. The sailor, however, 
(having being unshipped twice with very little cere^ 
mony in the length of half a mile, by the creature 
falling on its knees) hit upon a very whimsical mode 
of curing the impediment, which was by tying a large 
stone to the tail, and in that state rode it several 
miles, swearing, — Shiver his timbers, but it was the 
only thing to prevent the ship's going too much a-head. 

769. A sailor, coming to see another on pay-day, 
desired to borrow twenty shillings of him. . The mo- 
nied man fell to telling out the sum in shillings, but 
a half crown thrusting its head in, put him out, and 
he began to tell again ; but then an imperiinent crown 
piece was as oflBcious as his half brother had been, 
and again interrupted the tale : so that, taking up a 
handful of silver, he cried, " Here, Jack ; give me a 
handful when your ship is paid, what a plague signi- 
fies counting it?" ^ . - 

770. An East India governor, having died abroad, 
his body was put in arrack, to preserve it for inter- 
ment in England. A sailor on board the ship being 
frequently drunk, the captam assured him, the next 
time he was guilty of that offence, he sho^ild be se- 
verely whipped ; and at the^ same time forbad tlie 
purser, and Indeed all in the ship, to let him have 
any liquor. Shortly after, the fellow appeared very 
drunk. How he got the liquor no one could guess. 
The captain, resolved to find out and punish the per- 
son who had thus disobeyed his orders, promised to 
forgive him, if he would tell from whom he got the 
liquor. After some hesitation, he hiccupped out, 
" Why, please your honour, I tapped the governor.*' 

771. A tar, who had lately commepced porter, was 
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Soing with a henry load up one of the long streets of 
lary-Ie-bone, where there are very few restifig places 
for. loade«l passengers. Divine service was tlien per- 
forming in Bcntinck Chapel, and not knowing the de- 
corum of the place, he was going into the porch to 
pitch his load, when he was intermpted by a person 
at the door, who told him he did not know ^hat place 
it waSy that it was a place of worship, a chapel of 
ease. "Oh! then/' replied the tar, "that is the 
place I want; for I am terribly tir^d of this load, I 
mean to e€ue myself of it directly." He was accord- 
ingly proceeding to pitch his burden, but was strenu- 
onsly opposed by the beadle, who told him, that no 
such thing could be suffered there on any account 
** No !*' said the fellow ; " why then han't you a pret- 
ty lying rascal to say it is a chapel of ease.*' 

772. M. Otto, the French ambassador to the Brit- 
ish court, displayed a most splendid illumination at 
his house in Portland Place, on account of the sign- 
ing of the definitive treaty of peace betwixt Great 
Britain and France. Whilst tliis illumination was in 
preparation, two British tars happened to pass his 
house; when they observed in a transparency the 
words " Peace and Concord^** which they read Peace 
conquered* " They conquer Peace ^ a set of frog-eating 
lubbers," exclaimed one of the tars, and immediately 
knocked at Mr. Otto's door, insisting to see that gen- 
tleman. M. Otto made his appearance : the enraged 
tars demanded the reastm of his presuming to insult 
the British nation. M. Otto in vain attempted to ex- 
plain the meaning of the words. But nothing would 
satisfy the gallant fellows ; they peremptorily insisted . 
on his removing the obnoxious word " concord*' which 
M. Otto, with much politeness, promised to do, and 
actually altered the sentiment to " Peace and Amity.*' 

773. In a great storm at sea, when the ship's crew 
were all at prayers, a boy burst into a violent fit of 
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laughter ; and being reproved for his ill-timed mirth, 
and asked the reason of it, " Why/' said he, ** I was 
laughing to think what a hissing the boatswain's red 
nose will make when it conies into the water." This 
ludicrous remark set the crew a-Iaughiug, inspired 
* them with new spirits, and by great exertion they 
brought the vessel safe into port. 

774. Holman, on his benefit night, at Plymouth, 
a few summers ago, recited Collinses Ode on the Pas- 
siom. Before he had got half through it, a sailor, 
from the gallery,, looking at his play-bill, haJioed out 
" Avast preaching there, j'ou lubber, and tip us a 
horn-pipe. — D'ye call this Colly's Odd Passiofis? If I 
see any thing odd in it, shiver me ! Sheer off, you 
humbug." 

776. At a representatalion of the Cliances at Ply- 
mouth, two or three years ago. Miss Mellon performed 
the part of the Second Constantia. A young mid- 
shipman was enraptured with her ; and when she re- 
cited, " Now, if any young fellow would take a liking 
to me, and make an honest woman of me, I'd make 
him the best wife in the world." — " J wiU, hy Jove," 
exclaimed the tar, ** and I have two year's pay to re** 
eeive next Friday,** 

776. In k church, not far from a famous sea-port, 
was a parson and clerk who were really originals in 
their way. The parson; who was a Welshman, spoke 
so thick, that there was no understanding him ; and 
the clerk, having broke hisi voicei in singing psalms, 
repeated the responses in such a querulous plaintive 
tone, that he seemed to be always crying. A sailor, 
who stumbled in there one Sunday evening, was very 
much astonished at their proceedings ; for though the 
parishioners might be acquainted vnth their dialect, 
Jack was not : he waited however with patience till 
service was over, and on going out was met by a 
messmate, who »sked him where he had been? *< At 
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church/'—** And what did you see there?"—" Why 
the clerk was crying, replied he, " because he did 
not understand a word that the parson said to him.'' 

777. When the brave Admiral Kempenfeldt, who 
was unhappily lost in the Royal George, was coming 
into port to have his ship paid off, a sailor eyed a 
gold-laced velvet waistcoat which his commander 
wore, and in his best sea fisishion begged to know 
who made it? The admiral, perceiving his drift, 
gave him the necessary information, and Jack went 
ftshore. He forthwith applied to the admiral's tailor, 
who, knowing the humours of his customers, went 
with him to buy the materials, and at last asked. What 
he would have the back made of? " Made of?" said 
Jack, " the same as the front, to be sure." The tai- 
lor remonstrated, but in vain ; so the waistcoat was 
made, and j)ut on, ^ith an old greasy jacket over it. 
One day, in the High-street, Ihe admiral met his 
^an in this curious dress, which occasioned him to 
hragh heartily ; and this merry fit Was not a little in- 
creased, when Jack coming up to him, lifted up the 
hind part of his jacket, and shewed his gold-laced 
back, exclaiming, '* No false colours, my old boy- 
stem and stem alike, by Jingo !" 

778. A curious circumstance was lately witnessed 
by a gentleman,, while on his tour through the west 
of England: — A sailor had repaired to Plymouth 
church with his lass, for the purpose of being married, 
when arriving at the place appointed, the usual ques- 
tions were put to him, and, amongst the rest, the 
name of his fair one : " As for that," says Jack, " all 
I know of her is, that I took her in tow yesterday af- 
ternoon, and that her name is BeU*^ 

779. At a sea-port in the west of England, art 
itinerant company of players were to perform the 
Tempest : a jolly tar, who went to see the play, got 
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into the boxes, when at the moment of the shipwreck, 
the temporary gallery gave way, and the company 
tumbled over one another into the pit ; the sailor, 
who imagined it a part of the performance, shoated 
and halloed as loud as his lungs would permit him. 
At his return from sea, being in London, he observed 
the same play was to bp performed at Drurydane ; he 
went into the pit, and just as the scene before-men- 
tioned commenced, he stamped, with his foot, piped 
all hands, and looking up to the gallery, called with 
a loud voice, *' Take care, my hearts, you*re all a- 
coming/' to the no small terror of the ladies- in the 
one shilling gallery. 

780. A sailor, who had served on board the Rom- 
ncy, with Sir Home Popham, after returning home 
fiom Indift, finding that wigs were all in the fashion, 
bespoke a red one, which he sported at Portsmouth 
to the great surprise of his companions. On being 
asked the cause of the change of colour in his hair, 
he said it was occasioned by his batliing iu the Red 
Sea, 

781. An officer of one of the ships at Spithead, 
having occasion to send to his country-house in great 
haste, dispatched a sailor on horseback with a letter, 
who, after delivering it, and being refreshed, and the 
horse fed, went to the stable to prepare for his return, 
when a bye-stander observing to him that he «was 
putting on the saddle the hind part before, the sailor 
replied, *' How do you know which way I am going 
to ride." 

782. Some time ago, an honest Jack tar, just dis« 
charged, and rolling in mohcy, on awaking out of a 
sound sleep, called out, "What ship a-hoy!*' On 
which he was told he wa^ at an inn at Prescot He 
then asked how many leagues it was to Liverpool, 
and whether any packet sailed soon ? H« was told 
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It was Dine miles to Liverpool, and that no stag^ 
coach passed that way for several hours ; on which h* 
told the landlord to ri^ him a sloop immediately, and 
to steer for Liverpo<^l. After some consideration, 
the landlord ordered one of his chaises ont, and 
Jack was told the sloop was ready. He instantly 
stepped forward, aud seeing the driver holding the 
chaise door open, swore pretty roundly, and asked 
him, had he a mind to cram him in the hold. No ; 
he swore bat he*d keep the deck ! Accordingly, he 
sprang on the top, and told the driver to weigh anchor, 
and hoist all the sail he could carry. They had not 
proceeded far before a sore-footed pedestrian, seeing 
no one in the chaise, called out to the driver to give 
him a lift for a few miles. The driver asked his em- 
ployer if he might take him up on the topi To which 
Jack replied, *' No, he shan't come on the deck, 
dowse him below into the hold V The weary passen- 
ger of coarse got into the chaise, and Jack, on the 
quarter-deck, as he called it, rode triamphantly into 
Liverpool. 

783. A sailor having just received prize-money, to 
some considerable amount, tliought he might as well 
indulge himself with a coach. But as that seemed 
to him no more than any body else could do, who 
had not been equally fortunate, ** £gad," he cried, 
*' 1 will have a coach for my hat : aye, faitli ! and one 
for my stick.*' He actually called two coaches, threw 
his hat into one, and bis stick into the other, and 
hin^self rode in a third between them. 

784. Hatton, who was a considerable favourite at 
the Haymarket Theatre, and particularly so in thd 
part of Jack Junk, was one night at Gosport per- 
fonning the character of Barbarossa. — In the scene 
where the tyrant makes love to Zapphira, and re- 
minds her of his services against the enemies of her 
y^gdom, he was at a loss and could not catch th« 
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word from the prompter. Another moment, and a 
terrific hissL would have driven him from the stage — 
when seeing the house crowded with sailors, and re- 
gardless of the gross anachronism, he exclaimed, 
with aiJ the energy of tragedy, — ' 

" Did not I. 

By that brave knight Sir Sidney Smith assisted. 
And in couj unction with the gallant Nelson, 
Drive Bonaparte and his fierce marauders 
From Egypt's shores ?" 

The jolly tars thought ^twas all in his part, and 
cheered the actor with three rounds of applause. 

785. A sailor passing by a cooper's shop, and seeing^ 
a number of tubs piled upon each other at the door, 
began to kick and tumble them about the street. The 
master coming out, and desiring to know the reason 
of this strange proceeding — " You stupid l^nd-lub- 
ber," replied Jack, " should not every tub stand upon 
its own bottom." 

786. Mrs. Siddons, in performing the character of 
Jane Shore, having arrived at the conclusion of that 
affecting tragedy, where she says, ** Now, I die 1 I 
die !'' falls down, nature being supposed entirely ex> 
haustcd. A sailor, perched on the front of the shil- 
ling gallery, forgetting that the distress of the actresis 
was feigned, roared out to the pit, " Ho, why don't 
some of you lubbers in that there hold hand the poor 
woman a can of grog, since she is so badly V 

787. Two sailors went into a chiirch at Plymouth, 
on the thanksgiving-day, both of whom belonged to 
the Temeraire, in the ever memorable battle off Tra- 
falgar. The clergyman, in the course of his sermon, 
mentioned tl»e words ** glorious victory," on which 
one of the tars observed to the other, *' Hear, Jack, 
there's the Victory." The dcrgyman pronoutjccd 
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the word ^ victory^ « second time ; on which ihe tar* 
observed, ** Mind, Jack, there's the Victory again.^ 
The clergyman not long after mentioned the word 
*^ victory'^ a third time ; on which the irritated tar ob- 
served to his companion, ^' Come, Jack, let us sheer 
off, and not stay here any longer — that fellow has 
mentioned the Victory three times, and never men- 
tioned the Temeraire, that was in the hottest part of 
the engagement, and took two ships;'' when they 
immedialely left the church. 

788. At the conclusion of the last war, the boat- 
swain of a seventy-four that was paid off, on his ar- 
rival in London, repaired to Monmouth-street, where 
he purchased a second-hand suit, highly embroideredy 
which had been worn at court. Having had his hair 
dressed quite in style, away he set out for Drury-lane 
theatre, where he took a seat in a side bo\. It hap- 
pened the same evening that two jolly tars, belonging 
to the same ship, were placed in the front of the two- 
shilling gallery, and soon thought tliat they recog- 
nized their old acquaintance in the side-box. They 
were for some time at a loss to account for his pre- 
sent appearance, and had a dispute with each other, 
whether it was actually the same personage. At 
last, one of them hit upon an expedient to determine 
the question. Getting up, be called out in a nautical 
style, **Ho, the boatswain of the Achilles, a-hoy!" 
To this well known salutation the boatswain, forget- 
ting his fine habiliments, answered, " Hilloa.'' 

789. A sea captain, not much acqiiiiinted with the 
customs of a theatre, being presented with a ticket 
to the opera, was asked, on his return to his lodgings, 
how the performers acquitted themselves. " Upon 
my word/' replied he, " I have no very fine ear for 
music, but by the manner in which those that I sup- 
pose were judges behaved to some of 'em, I should 
think very so so, indeed ; — one of them, oalled Bon^ 
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tt^ ot BuntOy or some such name, ^nnf? so Tery bad» 
that tbey made her sing all her songs over again." 

790. A tar having got into the pit of Drury-lane 
Theatre recognized one of his messmates aloft 
amongst the gods. *' Pray, Jack/' cried he, *' what 
did it cost you to get into tbait snug birth V* On be* 
ing inform d tliat he gave only a shilling : '^ I'his is 
fine business !'' said he, ** I gave five shillings to get 
stowed into this here hole J* 

791. Sailors, though they are the best fighters in 
the world, are not always the greatest scholars, or 
theologians. One of these being lately at church, 
and bearing it read that the arh was canned on men** 
ihouIdetSf left the church in a great passion, aflBrming, 
with an oath, that master chaplain there had told a 
confounded lie; *'for as how, do you see, he had 
heard, that the same ark was big enough to stow one 
Noaht his crew, aiid a great detd of live stocky for a 
voyage round the ivorldJ* 

793. Some time since, a^ one of our sea-ports, a 
noble naval commander, who is a strict disciplin- 
arian, accosted a drunken sailor in the street, with 
** What ship do you belong to V* Jack, who was a 
dry fellow, notwithstanding he was drunk, and had 
a very eccentric countenance, answered with much 
sangfroid, " Don't know,"—" What's your captain's . 
name ?" — " Don't know." — " Do you know who I 
amr— " No."—** Why, I am commander in chief." — 
^*Then," replied he archly, **you have a devilish 
good birth of it, — that's all I know !" 

793. A sailor, who had not seen the inside of a 
church for some time, strolled into that of Porlock, 
in Somersetshire, just as the minister ascended the 
pulpit, who gave out for his text, ** Wilt thou go with 
me \o Ramath Giiead, to battle .'" which being twice 
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repeafedy the tar with some warmth rose up, and ex- 
claimed, '* What do none of yon answer the gentle- 
man ? For my part, if nobody else will go, I'll gfo 
with him myself with all my heart" 

794. Lord Howe nsed to give the following ac- 
count of the devotion of one of his crew. " The fel- 
low was brave, but a little too fond of a can of grog ; 
yet never omitted to repeat this prayer eveiy night, 
as he went to his hammock ; *' I never murdered any 
man, and no man ever murdered me ; then God bless 
me and all mankind. Amen/ " 

795. Among many curious occuo'cnces, at the late 
Yorksliire election, there was one which occasioned 
a great deal of merriment. — ^A sailor, who had been 
brought up to poD, positively refused to answer any 
qnesti<4n put to him by one of the lawyers, ^whom he 
called admiral,) except he would pull off his big wig 
— ^he said, that he (the lawyer) wanted to fight under 
false colours ; ibr he saw his black hair peeping from 
under his grey jazy — if he would strike that, he 
would give the admiral broadside for broadside^ as ' 
long as he liked. 

706. In the course of an examination a short 
time since, at Bow-street^ a sailor declared that he 
came up ^om Plymouth in company witli three «Ay- 
htrks ; and on being interrogated as' to the meaning 
of the expression, replied, " Why, please your wor- 
ship, shy-lm*ks are people who sit on the outside of a 
stage coach, and play at pushing one another off.'' 

797. The British sailors had always been accus- 
tomed to drink their allowance of brandy or rum 
clear, till Admiral Vernon ordered those under hki 
command to mix it with water. The innovation gave 
great offence to the sailors, and, for a time, render- 
ed the eonunauder yery popular among them. The 
2a3 
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admiral, at that time, wore a grog-grained coat, for 
wbich reason they nick-named him, "Old Grog;*' 
hence, by degreed, the mixed liquor he constnuned 
them to drink, universally obtained^among them the 
name of grog/' 

798. It chanced that a merchant ship was so vio- 
lently tossed ill a storm at sea, that, all despairing of 
safety, betook themselves to prayer, saving one 
mariner, who was ever wishing to see two stars: 
" Oh !" said he, ** that I cotild see two stars, or but 
one of the two;" and of these words he made so 
frequent repetition, that, disturbing the meditations 
of the rest, at length one asked him, "What two 
stars, or what one star he meant ?" To whom he 
replied, " Oh ! that I could but see the star in 
Cheapside, or the star at Coleman-street^ I care 
not which," 

799. A sailor who had been fighting, and making a 
jriot, was taken first to the watch-house, theii before a 
justice, who after severely reprimanding him, order- 
ed him to find bail. " I have no bail,'" said Jack. 
"Then I'll commit you," said the justice. "You 
will r* said the sailor, " then the Lord send you tbo 
prope that stops the wind when the ship's at anchor." 
— " "What do you mean by that?" said the justice, " I 
insist on an explanation of that phrase." — " Why,*' 
said Jack, " it's the hanging rope at the yard-arm.'^ 

800. One of the Dover stages, on its way to Lon« 
don was stopped by a single highwa3'man, who was 
informed by tlie coachman there were no inside pas- 
sengers, and only one in the basket, and he was a 
^sailor. The roi)ber tlien proceeded to exercise his 
employment on the tar ; when, waking him out of his 
iJeep, Jack demanded what he wanted ; to which the 
son of plunder replied, ** Your money*" — ** You 
phan't have it," said Jack. " No !" ret)lied the robber, 
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"tlwii I'll blow your brains out"—" Mow away/' 
cries Jack, *' I may aa well be without brains as with* 
oat money : drive on coachman.^' 



CHAP. IX. 

THEATRICAL, 

COLLEY ClBBER. 

801. Giles Erie and Colley Cibber were for many 
years members of a gaming society at Tom's Coflfee- 
jhouse, in Russell-street, Covent-garden. Giles Erie 
was greatly pleased with Colley's company ; he was 
thought to be immensely rich, but excessively avari- 
cious. Colley had been absent from the club some 
time, when his unexpected appearance gave such joy 
to Erie, that he rose up and embraced him, saying, 
that he loved him above all things. '^ Yes/' said 
Colley, drily, " except a shilling.'' 

802. When Cibber once went to visit Booth, and 
knew that he was at home, a female domestic denied 
Lim. Colley took no notice of this at the time, but 
when a few days afterwards Booth paid him a visit 
in return, called out from the first floor that he was 
not at home. " How can that be,*' answered Booth ; 
" do I not hear your voice?" — *' To be sure you do," 
replied Cibber, " but what then ? I believed your 
servant maid, and it is hard indeed if you wont be- 
lieve me.'* 

QuiN. 

803. When manager, Qnin kept a tragedy so long, 
that the author called frequently; and being very 
angiy^ he sent him to lus bureau and desired him 19 
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take it After searching forsome time amoDg several 
other plays, and not finding his own ; '^ Well/? said 
Quia, " be content, take two comedies and a fiance 
for it/' 

804. When Foote came out in the Haymarkct, 
Quin frequently amused himself, by describing lb6 
state of poverty from which he had been extricated. 
Fbote heard of this, and said to him one night at the 
Bedford, " It is very odd, Mr. Quin, that you shourd 
take a delight in abusing me." — " I abuse you ! how, 
pray f — ^** Why, you have said many things : the last 
which I remember is, that you was glad the fellow 
bad got into tjie Haymarkct, for he would find some- 
thing now to wash his shirt with." — " Aye, now, the 
last saying you remember is a confounded lie, which 
you have made to plague me. I said you would get 
something to wash your shirt with, did I ? Why, I 
never knew that you had a shirt to wash." 



805. €t^k dining one day at an ordinary, was 
seated i^^B> a person of a most voracious disposi- 
tion ; ancMfscrving him to cut a very large piece of 
bread, which he laid by his plate against the bringing 
up of dinner, the wit took it up, and pretended to 
cut a piece off it. This was quickly noticed by, the 
other, who told him, in a very abrupt manner, that it 
was his bread. 1 ask your pardon, sir," said Quin, in 
his usual deliberate way^ " I really took it for the 
loaf:'' ' 

806. Quin sometimes said things at once witty and 
wise. Disputing concerning the execution of Charles 
I. " But by what laws," said his opponent, " was he 
put to death by his subjects?" Quin replied, "By 
all the laws that he had left them." 

807. A person applied to Quin^ as manager, to be 
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admitted on tfae stage. Asa spechnen of hif dramatic 
powers^ he began the famoas solileqay of Hamlet, 

'^ To be, or not to be, that is the question.'^ 

Quin indignant at the man's absord elocution, ex- 
claimed very decisively, "No question, upon my 
honour ; not to be, most certainly.'' 

808. When Quin, once dined at the country house 
of a nobleman, famous for his parsimony, the peer 
apologized for treating his guest with port wine only, 
because tl^e butler had lost the key of the claret- 
cellar. The table being cleared of a scanty desert, 
and the port wine finished, the noble lord took his 
guest into his garden, where was an aviary, with 
a number of foreign birds, and among others an os- 
trich. " This bird," said be, *' has many strange pro- 
perties, and can digest iron." — " Can he V* replied 
Quin ; " why then I suppose he may have swallowed 
and digested the key of your claret-cella^o^nd if I 
might advis^ your lordship, you had bettet'l^yiother 

* made as soon as possible." ^^F 

809. A young fellow offered himself (o the manager 
of Covent Garden Theatre, who desired him to give a 
specimen' of his abilities to Mr. Quin. After he had 
rehearsed a speech or two, in a wretched manner, 
Quin asked him, with a contemptuous sneer, whether- 
he had evei done any part in comedy. The young 
fellow answered, " That he had done the part of 
Abel, in the Alchyraist.'* To which Quin replied, 
" You mistake, it was the part of Cain you acted ; 
for I am sure you murdcr§d AbeU' 

810. Quin, complaining of his old age and infirmi- 
ties one day in the public rooms at Bath, a pert young 
coxcomb asked him, " What would you give to be 
as young as 1 am ?"»—" I do not know,'' says Quin, 
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measuring him very contemptuously, '^ I should be- 
almost content to be as ibolish/' 

811. A gentleman in a coffee-house called " Waiter! 
bring me a glass of brandy ; I am very hot." Ano- 
ther,- " Waiter ! a glass of brandy ; I am devilish 
cold.* Mr. Quin, ** Waiter! give me a glass of 
brandy, because I like- it/' 

812. Quin being one day in a coffee-house, saw a 
young beau enter, in an elegant negligee dress, quite 
languid with the heat of the day. " Waiter V* said 
the coxcomb, in an affected faint voice, ''waiter! 
f6tch me a dish of coffee, weak as water, and cool as 
a zeph}T !" Quin, in a voice of thunder^ immediately 
vociferated, *' Waiter, bring me a dish of coffee, hot 
as fire, and strong as brandy V The beau, starting, 
exclaimed, " Waiter, pray what is that gentlcman^s 
name?'^ Quin, in his usual tremendous tone, exclaim- 
ed, " Waiter, pray what is that lad^s name.'' 



(vd^lfth 



81^^H^ told Lady Berkeley, who was a beau&-, 
ful w^^lf that she looked blooming as the spring % ' 
but, recollecting that the season- was not then very 
promising, he added, '^ I wish the spring would look 
like your ladyship." 

814. A candidate for the stage was desired to recite 
some lines before Mr. Quinv While he was tearing 
away a tragedy speech, a dog set up a howling, 
which drowned Mr, Daggerwood's voice, Quin ex- 
claimed, *' A dog of judgment, indeed V* and tu^ed 
on his heel. 

Macklin. 

815. Macklin, the player, once going to one of the 
fire-offices to insure some property, was asked by the 
clerk, how he woi^d please to have his name entered T 
" Entered," replied the. veteran, " why, I am only 
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plain Charles Macklki, n vagabond, by act of parlia- 
meut ; bat, in compliment to the times, yon may set 
me down Charles Macklin, Esq. as they are now sy- 
Donimous terms.'^ 

816. Macklin and Dr. Johnson disputing on a lite- 
nuy subject, Johnson quoted Greek, ** I do not un- 
derstand Greek," said Macklin. " A man who 
argues should understand every language," replied 
Johnson. " Very well," said Macklin, and gave him 
a quotation from the Irish. 

817. While Macklin was a young man and in In- 
dia, in the course of some convivialities with his bro- 
ther officers, he happened to have a quarrel with one 
of them, which was taken up so liig^h on both sides, 
^t nothing less than a duel was to determine it. 
Accordingly, it was agreed the parties should meet 
the next morning, at an appointed place, with seconds 
^d pistols. When Macklin came upon the ground, 
ht appeared wrapped up from head to foot in a loose 
great coat, that no part of his figure could Im^ distin^ 
gnished but his head, This was thought an odd dress 
for a man to fight a duel in ; however, it passed with- 
^t notice till the ground was measured out, and the 
Wtagonists were desired to take their different stands ; 
"When, to the surprise of all, Macklin throwing off his 
peat coat, appeared in a.perfect state of nature, with- 
oat any other article of dress about him than a pair 
of morocco slippers. His antagonist, alarmed, asked 
him the cause of so odd an appearance. " Why, 
sir," says Macklin very coolly, ** 1 will tell ypii with 
great candour, that in order, if you please, you may 
take the same advantage yourself. It is this — I am 
told that most of the wounds which prove mortal in 
India, arise from some part of the woollen or linen, 
'Which a man generally carries about him in these 
encounters, being foreed into the flesh along with the 
ball, and wluch occasions, in this very hot cHmate, a 
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speedy mortification. Now, in order to avoid this, I. 
am determined to fight quite naked, just as you see, 
that if I should have the misfortune of being wound- 
ed, I shall at least have a better chance of recovery.'' 
The firmness of this declaration, and the savage 
figure which presented itself before him, deterred his 
antagonist from proceeding any further, his second 
declaring they were not on a par for safetj', and the 
alternative of fighting a duel naked, was neither 
agreeable to the laws of honour, or of decency. 

818. Foote, who was ever in the extremes of for- 
tune, now at tlie top and now at the bottom of her 
wheel, happened at one time to be in the latter con* 
dition, and in company with Macklin at the Bedford 
Coffee-house, when Foote, perhaps to keep up the ap- 
pearance of prosperity, was every now and tlien 
shewing off a fine gold repeating watch, which he 
kept either dangling in his hand, or up to his ear. 
At last he suddenly exclaimed, '^ Zounds ! ray watch 
is stcJpt !'' — " Poh ! poh I" said Macklin, ** nevermind 
that 8am ; you may depend upon i^, it will soon go." 

FooTE. 

819. Foote after an infinite number of pressing in- 
vitations from Mr. Sheriff Yaillant, to take a casual 
dinner with him, as he frequently passed his hous«, in 
Ihc road to his little mansion at Flstree, called and 
had such a reception as might be expected from an 
avaricious man. The door, in obedience to his knock, 
opened, when he saw the sheriff pop out of the 
back door into the garden. He then asked the ser- 
vant if her master ^as at home. ** No,*' said the 
tutored female. " By your permission, then, my 
d«ar," replied the visitor, " Fll take a walk in your 
garden." — " By all means," replied the obliging fair . 
one. As soon as he entered the garden, he saw th« 
sheriff enter the temple of the goddess Cloacina, 
where'he kept him close prisoner for upwards of an 
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hawr and a lialfl Detennined, boweyer, to let him 
know, that he had seen him, and to have the fall en- 
joyment of his joke, he knocked at the door of the 
fragrant tenement^ saying with a lond voice, " Yoa 
may come out, Mr. Sheriff, for I am going.'' 

820. To recollect the name of any person, though 
ever so much in the habits of intimacy with Rich, - 
was, either really or affectedly, beyond the ordinary 
reach of his memory. He generally addressed the 
person, " Mr." or " Madam/* while a long pause, 
and a pinch of snuff, filled np the interval of repeat- 
ing the surname ; and if he did attempt the name, 
he was sure to miscall it When he was first ac- 
quainted withFoote, the latter observed this singular- 
ity, and would never answer to the name of " Mr." 
Rich felt this, and said, <' Oh, Mr. Footty, I beg your 
pardon." — **My name's Foote, sir," said the wit, 
gravely. " Wiell, well, Mr. Footty, it may be so ; 
bat you'll excuse me, for really 1 am so absent a man, 
that I frequently forget my own name." — ** That's 
extraordinary, indeed," said Foote; for though I 
know it is impossible for some men to write or spell 
their own name, I thought every blackguard knew 
how to sound it'' 

821. Mrs. Reddish playing the Queen in Richard, 
one night, at Drury-lane Theatre, and being rather of 
a coarse masculine make, a gentleman asked Foote, 
who sat next him, who she was ? Being told her name 
was Reddish, " Reddish, Reddish !" says the gentle- 
man, endeavouring to recollect her. ** Aye, sir,'' 
said the wit, " Horse ReddiM* 

822. Not long before his death, Foote went to 
spend his Christmas with a friend in the country, 
when the weather being very cold, and but bad <fires, 
occasioned by the scarcity of wood in the house, he 
determined t<> make his visit as short as possible ; ac- 
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cordingly, on the third day after he weni there, he or- 
dered his chaise, and was preparing to set out for 
town. The gentleman seeing him with his boots 
on in the morning, asked what hurry he was in, 
and pressed him to stay. " No, no," says Foote, 
" was I to stay any longer you would not let me have 
a leg to stand on." — " Why, sure," sfiys the other, 
" we do not drink so much.'' — ** No," says the wit, 
" but there is so little wood th your house, that I am 
afraid one of your servants may light the fires some 
morning with my right leg." 

823. Foote, when at Paris, was walking with a 
Frenchman who had never been in England, and 
was very partial to his own country. After asking 
Feote many questions, he said, '' Now, as to a river, 
you have nothing like this in London ;" pointing at 
the same time to the Seine. To this the Fnglish wit 
replied, " We had just such another lately," alluding 
to Fleet-ditch ; *' but we have filled it up, not having 
any use for it." 

824. Holland, the comedian, whose father was a 
baker, at his death appointed Foote one of his pall- 
bearers. The buryiog-place of the family was at 
Battersea, where Foote having attended, to discharge 
the last duty to his friend, returned to town; and 
willing to get rid of his grief, went to the Bedford 
Coft'ee-house in quest of some friends. I'he busi- 
ness he had been upon being well known, one of the 
company addressed him with, " Well, sir, you have 
just been paying the last kind ofiice to your triend ?" 
To which Foote replied, ** Yes, poor boy, I have just 
been lending a hand to shove him into the family ^ 
oven." 

825. Baddeley, previous to his becoming a player, 
was a cook. The first character he happened to ap- 
pear in, it was necessary that he should wear a 
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sword. Foote feeing him thus eqoipped, immedi- 
ately exclaimed, << Ab, Baddeley! 1 am heartily 
^ad to see you in the way of complete transmigra- 
tion; yoa have turned yoor sint into a sword akeady/' 

926, Major B , a great gambler, said to Foote, 

^ Since I saw yoa I have lost an eye/' — ** I am sorry 
for it,'^ said Foote, ^ pray at what game V* 

927, To a man who had very narrowly escaped the 
pillory for perjury, Foote, who came to Bath to ba 
oared of a jaundice, said, *^ So, my good friend, yoa 
and I come here to have the eggs washed off our 
foces.^ 

828. When Foote published his Englishman at 
Paris, he Mrrote the following dedication to his book- 
seller : *^ Having no obligations to any lord or lady 
of these kingdoms, and wishing my play to have a 
protector, I beg leave to thank you for the neatness 
of the impression, the beauty of the type, and the 
fineness of the paper, with which you have honoured 
the work of your humble servant, Sam. Foote. 

829. Mrs. Foote, mother of our Aristophanes, was 
nearly as eccentric and whimsical a character as her 
son. The day she was sent prisoner to the King's 
Bench, Foote was taken to a spunging-bouse, and 
the following sbort epistles passed between them : 

" Dear Sara, I am in prison. 

Ann Foote." 

Answer.—" Dear Mother, So am I. 

Sam. Foote.*' 

830. A gentleman in company with Foote, at the 
Smyrna Coffee-house, took up a newspaper, saying, 
" He wanted to see what the ministrv wbre about'' 
Foote re[4ied, " Look among the robberies.'' 

2 B 2 
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831 > Baron Perryo, having been engaged on a visit 
to Foote, came at an early hour, in order to enjoy the 
pleasure of angling in the pond. Foote, ever ready 
to oblige his guests, ordered the fishing apparatus to 
be got ready, and a chair to be placed at the pond-side 
ibr tlie accommodation of the learned sportsman. 
Two hours did the baron throw the line with as much 
patience as he would, when on another seat, hear the 

oratory of Mr. , or Mr. . At length 

Foote and his company came out *' Well, baron," 
said he, *' do they bite?" — ^* No, I have only had a 
nibble or two." — ** That you have not!'* says, the son 
of Aristophanes. '^ What do you mean V* said his 
lordship. ** I mean," replied his host, " that there is 
not a fish in the pond, for the water waft only put iu 
yesterday." 

832. lAughing at the imbecility of a friend, pn* 
day, somebody observed to Foote — It was very sur- 

.prismg, as Tom D knew him v^rell, and thought 

bim far from being a fool — *' Ah^ poor Tom," said 
Foote, *^ he is like one of those who eat garlic them- ' 
pelves, and therefore cannot smell it in a companion*" 

833. Previously to Foote's bringing out his primi- 
tive pnppet-she^, a lady asked him, " Pray, sir, ar» 
your puppets to be as large as Hfe." — " Oh, dear ma- 
dam, no; not much above the size of Garrick." 

834. Foote dining at the house df Mrs. Thrale 
found nothing -to his liking, and sat in expectation ot 
something better coming up. A neck of mutton bein^ 
the last thing, he refused it, as he had the other 
dishes. As the servant vras taking it away, however, 

"understanding that there was nothing more, he called 
out to the fellow, " Hollo, master, bring that back 
f gain ; I now find it is neck or nothiiig'^ 

j635. Foote, being at Dover, in his way to France, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THEATBICAL« 281 

went into the kitchen of the inn to order a parti- 
cular dish for his dinner. The cook, understanding 
that he was ahout to embark for France (and per* 
haps willing to have a satirical stroke at French 
travellers,) was brag^ng that, for her part, she was 
never once out of her own country. Foote, who 
had hnmour of every kind ready on all occasions, 
instantly replied — " Why, Cookey, thafs very extra- 
ordinary ; as they tell me, above stairs, that you have 
been several times all over grease/' — " They may say 
what they please above stairs or below stairs," replied 
the cook, ** but I was never ten miles from Dover in 
my life."^" Nay, now, that must be a fib," said 
Foote, ** for I have myself seen you at spiuhead,^^ 
The servants by this time caught the joke, and a roar 
of laughter ran round the kitchen, which ended in his 
giving them a crown to drink his health and a good 
voyage. 

836. A conceited young man asking Foote what 
apology he shoufd make for not being one of a party 
the day before, to which he had a card of invitation : 
** Oh, my dear sir!'' replied the wit, ** say nothing 
about it, you were never missed." 

837. Davenport, a tailor, having set up his carriage, 
asked Foote for a motto. ^ '' There is one from Ham- 
let," said the wit, ** that will match you to a button- 
hole— XwM List I OhLiitV* 

838. Foote being engaged at a rout at Lady Har- 
rington's, found the ladies all so thickly seated, that 
on his entering the drawing-room he could not get 
a place to sit down in. " Come, Foote," says her 
ladyship, /^ you must not be kept standing, take a 
chwr." — " lou are very obliging, my lady," said 
the wit, ** but there appears to me to be more fcot- 
toms ihan chairs at present about the room." 

3 B 3 
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839; Soon after Mr. Foote had his house ai Nbrth-r^ 
caid, Fulhaniy fitted up, a IrieDd came to see him. 
Sam, having carried him through tlie house, asked 
how he liked it ; he answered, ftat it was very iieat, 
and handsomely furnished, but at the same time, that 
there was not a room " fit to swing a cat in." — " Sir," 
says Foote, '^ I do not mean it to swing cats in.'' 

840. Every body, who remembers Mr. Foote, must 
remember the beautiful set of dun horses with which 
he used to drive his carriage. On being compliment- 
ed respecting their appearance one day, " Yes,*' re- 
plied the wag, " I am never without a set of duns 
m my retinue ; but with this difference, that in the 
summer I drive the duns, and in the winter the duns 
drive, me.** 

841. Foote, whose talent lay ip mimicry, even in 
his early days, had a knack of imitating the late Ge- 
neral filakeney, in the shrug of his shoulders, and 
the lisping of his speech, for which the general was 
remarkable, so that it grew a common topic among 
his acquaintance, who used to say, *' Come, Sam, let 
us have the general/' A friend at length acquainted- 
Blakeney, who sent for Foote : " Sir," said he, " I 
hear you have an excellent talent at mimicking cha- 
racters, and, among the rest, I find I have been the 
subject of your ridicule." — " Oh, sir," says Foote 
with great pleasantry, '^ I take all my acquaintance 
off at times, and what is more particular, I often take 
myself cjf." — " Gad, so,** says the other, " pray let 
us have a specimen." Foote on this put on his hat 
and gloves, took his cane, and making a short bow, 
left the room. The general waited some minutes 
for his return ; but at length, on inquiry, found he 
had really taken himse^ ojfy by leaving the house. 

Garrick. 

842. A Scotchman presented a tragedy to Mr. Gar- 
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Tick, wilt), after some time, relnrned it, njing — That 
he did not think tmgedy was the gentleonvp's fort«. 
— -'' Then, sir,'' said the other, taking a manuseript 
from his pocket, " here's a comedy ; and let me tell 
ye, it's the first comedy that was ever wrote hy any 
of my country." This, however, Mr. Garrick like* 
wise returned, observing, '* When I said that trage- 
dy was not your forte, 1 did not mean that oomedy 
was/-' 

843. When Woodward first played Sir John Brute, 
Garrick was induced, from curiosity, or perhaps jea- 
lousy, to be present A few days after, when they 
met, Woodward asked Garrick how he liked him in 
the part, adding *^ I think I struck out some beauties 
ip it." — " I think,*' said Ganick, " you struck out all 
^e beauties in it" 

644. At the rehearsal of Venice J'reserved, when 
a new actress, highly recommended to Garrick, waji 
to make het debut in Belvidera, she repeated that 
tender exclamation, *' Would }'ou kill my ikther, 
Jafiier T with so much sang frmdy that Garrick whis- 
pered her nearly in the same tone, '" Can you chop 
cabbage, madam f 

846. The first time Henderson the player rehearsed 
a part at Drury-lane, George Garrick said as he en- 
tered, ** I only come as a spectator." Soon after, \k% 
made some objections to Henderson's playing ; and 
the new actor retorted, " I thought you only came 
as iSpectator, but you are turning Taf/er."-^" Never 
mind him," said David Garrick very good-nati;redly ; 
"" let him be what he will, I will be QMardian," 

846. Mr. Twiss, a romancing traveller, was talking 
of a church he had seen in Spain a ipile and a half 
Jong. " Bl^ss me !" said Garrick, ** how broad .was 
itr « About ten yards,'' said Twiss. "This is, 
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yonTl observe, gentlemen^'' said Gairick to the com- 
pany, ** not a roond lie, bat differs from his other 
atonet, which are generally as broad as they are long.^ 

847. The Dutchess of Kingston asked Garrick one 
day, why Love was represented as a child. H^ re- 
plied, ** Because love never reaches the age of wis- 
dom and experience/' 

848. A friend made Garrick a present of a case that 
contained a razor, a strap, and a shaving-box ; and 
telling him that he would find some very pretty little 
^ngs in it, '' I hope,'' said Garrick, '^ as I cannot 
shave myself that one of them is a pretty little bar- 
ber.'' 

849. The expression of Ganick's eyes, and the 
flexibility of his features, are well known to have 
given him the most extraordinary advantages in the 
representation of various characters. He sometimes 
availed himself of these natural assistances, to pro* 
du6e a ludicrous scene among his friends. He ire- 

Suently visited Mr. Rigby, at Misley Thorn in Essex* 
fr. Rigby one day inquired of his servant, what com- 
pany was arrived. The servant said, Lord M 
was come, and had brought vnth him a short gentle- 
man with very bright eyes-^meaniug Mr. Garrick. 
'* Why have 1 not the pleasure of seeing them here?'' 
said Mr. Rigby. '* I don't know," said the jservant, 
*^ how long it will be before my lord can make his ap- 
pearance ; for the case is this : — the barber came to 
ittiaye his lordship ; and just as he had shaved half his 
lordship's face, die short gentleman with the bright 
eyes began to read the newspaper to him ; but he read 
it in such a droll way, and made so many odd faces, 
tiiat my lord laughed, and the barber laughed, uid 
when I wentintathe room, I could not help hiughing 
too ; so that, sir. if yon don't send for the short gen- 
tloman> his lordship moit appear at dinner with o»e 
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fl&de of his fiice smodtliy aii4 the other witb a bettrd of 
two days' growth.*' 

850. When Garrick and Mr. Righy were once* 
walking together in Norfolk, they observed upon a 
board at a house by the road side, the following 
strange inscription : ^^Agoi koored hear^ — ^* Strange 
indeed!'* said Rigby; '* how is it possible that sach 
people as these can cure agaes?^ ** I do not know,'' 
replied Garrick, ** what their prescription is, but I am 
€ertain it is not ly a speR/' 



Richard Burbidge. 
851. One evening, when the tragedy of Richard the 
Third was to be acted, the poet observed a smart 
damsel trip behind the scenes, and slily whisper to 
Bnrbidge (a favourite player, and an intimate of 
Shakespeare's, who was to perform the part of Rich- 
ard), that her master had gone out of town in the 
morning — that her mistress would be glad of his com- 
pany after the play, and that she begged to know 
what ^gnal he wouid use. ^* Three taps on the door, 
my dear, and Tis I, R|chard the Tlurd,*' was the an- 
swCT of Bnrbidge. The girl decamped; and Shake- 
speare, whose curiosity was sufficiently excited, fol- 
lowed her steps till he saw her enter a house in the 
city. On inquiry in the neighbourhood, he found that 
the owner of the mansion was a wealthy merchant, 
but superannuated, and exceedingly jealous of his 
young wife. At length the hour of rendezvous ap^ 
preached ; and the poet, having given the appointed 
signal, obtained instant admission. Nothing could 
equal the indignation of the lady when she foimd her- 
self in the arms of a stranger. He flattered and vow- 
ed ; she frowned and stormed : but it was not in w6- 
man to resist the soft eloquence of a Shakespeare. 
in a word, the bard supplanted the player. The re- 
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pretentatiTe of Richard appeared. No sooner had lie 
ffiyen the appointed taps, than Shakespeare, putting 
his head out of the window, demanded his business. 
♦* Tis I, 'tis I, Richard the Third," replied the impa- 
tient Bnrbridge. '* Richard \** rejoined the other : 
** knave, begone : know that William the Conqueror 
reigned before Richard the Thirds* 

Sir William Davenant. 
862. Colonel Congreve's apparatus for securing 
Brury-Iane Theatre against fire, brings to mind what 
Sir William Davenant said to the audience on an 
alarm of fire ^hen he was manager.— He begged the 
people not to be at all uneasy : for he had the happi- 
ness to assure them, that, if necessary, he could drown 
the whole pit in less than five minutes \ 

COLLEY ClBBER. 

853. Theophilus Gibber was very extravagant ; he 
one day asked his father for a hundred pounds. 
** Zounds ! sir,*' said CoUey, " can't you live upon 
your salary? When I was your age I never spent 
any of my father* e money." — " But I am sure, sir, you 
have spent a great many hundred pounds of my fa- 
ther's money," replied the young man. This retort 
had its effect 

QuiN. 

854. When Qnin lodged in the country, he lost his 
horse ; and on asking a country fellow if they had any 
thieves among them, for that his horse was stolen — 
** No," says iiodge, ** we all be honest fellows here ; 
but they says as how there be one Quin hereabouts, 
a player-man from London: mayhap he, may have 
stolen him.'' 

^5. Quin, when once dining with a friend, on a 
Sunday, called lustily for the pudding, llie cook 
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bad forgot it ** Oh! the Sabbath-breaking jade,'' 
exclaimed be, ** no wonder we have earthquakes.^ 

856. Madam Rollan, who some years since died at 
Parisy was a principal dancer at Covent GArden, as 
fiirback as fifty years past, when she was held in that 
public esteem, that, having one day sprained her 
uncle, no less an actor than Quin was ordered, by 
the managers, to make an apology to the audience^ 
for her not appearing in the dance. Quin, who in ad- 
dition to his aversion of the French, looked upon all 
dances as the mere garpish of the stage, at first de- 
murred, but. being threatened with a forfeiture, he 
growlingly came forward, and, in a coarse way, thus 
addressed the audience : — 
'' Ladies and Gentlemen, 

*' I am desired by the manager to inform you, thai 
the dance intended for this night, is obliged to be 
postponed on account of Mademoiselle RoUan having 
dislocated her ancle — I wish it had been her nech, the 
jade:' 

SCff, The following laughable incident, that hapr 
pened at a rehearsal of Coriolanus, while it was pre- 
paring for the benefit of Thomson's sisters, is man 
related by the celebrated Mrs. Bellamy : — Mr. Quin'S 
pronunciation was of the old school. In this Mr. 
Garrick had made an alteration. The one pronounced 
ike letter a Open : the other sounded it like aaej 
which occasioned the following ludicrous mistake. In 
the piece, when the Rinnan ladies come in procession 
to sdicit Coriolanus to return to Rome, they are at« 
tended by the tribunes; and the centurions of the 
Volscian army bearing /oM^ex, their ensigns of autho- 
rity, which they are or<lered by the hero (the part of 
which was played by Mr. Quin) to lower, as a token 
t)f respect: But the men who personated the centu- 
rions ittiagimng, through Mr. Quints mode of pronon- 
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oiation, that he said iimr faces, instead of tbeir/ale«tf^ 
all bawed their heads together. 

Macklin. 
* 858. When Macklin gave lectures on the drama^ 
Foote being one^ evening present, talking and iaugh-^ 
ing very loud just before the lecture began, Macklin, 
ofi'ended, caUed out rather pettishly^ *' Sir, you soent 
to be very merry there ; but do you know what I am 
going to say now?"-—*' No, sir,^ said Jb'oote; " pray 
do your 

FooTE. 
869. As the lite Sam Foote was, in the early part 
of his life, one night walking down a street in the 
neighbourhood of Oxford Koad, he was accosted with 

Seat civility by a shabby-looking man, who asked 
tn th6 way to Tyhwm, To which Foote replied — 
" My good fellow, you have only to rob the first per- 
son you meet, and you'll find your way there very 
easily." The fdlow very heartily thanked him for his 
advice, and, presenting a pistol, ordered him to de- 
liver his money, on pain of having his brains bk>vm 
out ; with which injunction he was obliged to comply, 
though to his great mortification ; as he lost both his 
jest, and his money. 

86(K G/S. Carey, when a very young man, intro- 
duced Foote in his Lecture on Mimicry, with very 
great success, which wasped Foote very much ; and, 
meeting Carey one day vrith two or three of his young 
friends, he said, ** Harkye, younggentleman, if you 
ibJlow the practice of taking me oflTnight after night, 
as you do, I will be a thorn in ifourfoot,*^ On which 
Carey replied, " Will you? then I'll be a foot in your 
hneekJ* At which Foote looked at him with his 
usual grin, took a pinch of anuff, and decamped. 

Ml Foote had his weakiies8«S| and was never so 
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l^ippy as when the company laughed heartily at 1^ 
jest. John Palmer wanted to procnre an eogagemeat 
for his brother Robert ; and Griffiths, the late prompt* 
er at the Royalty Theatre, wished for a sitttatkn 
likewise. Both parties attended at the Hay market 
Theatre, and it was not long before Mr. Foote ttart- 
ed a witticism, at which Griffiths pretended to langh 
iflunodera ely, and wipc^ the ti;ars tronr his eyes whidi 
lie never shed. The mauieuvre had an efliect, Foote 
immediately inquired who he ms, and seemed dis- 
posed to listen to Iris terms, untifanbther jest escaped 
the lips of Aristophanes, when, to make his ground 
sore, Griffiths began again, even louder than before: 
bat here he was foiled ; for Palmer andjus brother 
(who bad his cue) made such a bellowing, lind accom- - 
panted it with the beating of their sticks so load, that 
Foote caught Jack Pahner's hand in rapture, swore 
he was a clever fellow, scowled at Griff, and Bob was 
engaged. 

8G2. When some one was once lamenting Footers 
unlucky fate, in bein^ kicked in Dublin, Johnson said 
be was glad of it: — '* He is rising in the worid," add- 
ed be ; '' when he was in England, no one thought it 
worth while to kick him.*' 

Garrick. 
863. Dr. Monsey meeting Garrick in the Strand, 
in a pensive mood, asked lum what he was thinking 
of. '' Thinking of,'' said Garrick-*-'' I was thinjd^ 
what a fbol I have been through life, scraping np 
money from morning till night, and all for whom! 
why jft>r George and his cUldren, who may make 
ducks fad drakes of it''—'' Why then," said Mod. 
sey, " don't yoa do as I do ; spend your money yom^ 
self, and save your executors the trooblet" — " And 
so 1 will," cried Garrick. " With a courage," said 
M^sey, in telling the stocy, "that at the time I 
thought natnrali but, alasi tormng the corner of 

a c 
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Sonthaippton-sd-eet, he unfortunately met thi ghbst 
nf a farthings and all his boasted resolution vanished 
into air/' 

864, When Hopkins, the Drnry-Iane prompter, 
onoe recommended a man to be enga^d as mechanut 
in preparing the scenery of a new pantomime. Gar- 
rick made tbe following objections to employ him : — 

** Sovilmmpton-streety Thvn-sday morning, 
" I tell you, Hopkins, the man will never auswer 
• the purpose of the theatre. In the first place, he can- 
not make a moon, I would not give him three-pence 
a dozen for such moons as he shewed me thi* day. 
His swks are, if possible, worse : besides, I gave him 
directions about the clouds^ and such clouds were 
never seen since the flood. Desire the carpenter to 
knock the rainbow to pieces ; 'tis exect able : his stars 
were the only things tolerable. I make no doubt of 
Ms honesty ; but, uuitil he can make a good /tm, moony 
and rainbow, I must dispenset with his future services. 

" D. Garrick." 

865. Garrick, one day, went into the painting- 
room, and seeing, as he imagined, a prodigious quan- 
tify of gold about tho floor, began to abuse first the 
man who was. grinding tbo> colours, and afterwards 
to bawl out lustily for J French, the painter, French 
made his appearance, and was thus accosted. '' Why 
— ^why^T-hey— why you, Mr. French, is not it— cy — 
the Gursedest thing, that you will, in this harum ska- 
Iwn manner— he--a— ruin me V* — " God bless my 
a^^fd," cried French { ^what is the matter, sir.^' — 
** The matter, sjr— -why where are you — with your 
lack-kistre eyes— don't you see the ground all strew- 
ed with gold. I believe you think I roll in money." 
^^Gfild, sir!*— oh, wiiat the Dutch metal that we 
hava rubbed q^in gilding the new scene? — it is not 
Worth two-pence,'' — *• Weli— tw<>-pence— and pray 
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why the devil should I lose two-pence?— do you con- 
sider what two-pence a day will amount to in a jreaiv^ 
— " Well, sir, it is nothing out of your pocket" — 
** Yes, sir, but — a — ^yaw — you — are a curious sort of 
Si hey — how is it nothing out of my pocket?" — ^** Why 
yon know, sir, 1 have a salary for finding all these 
things,'' — ^*'0h— a — hey — a salary — ^why then, hang 
nae, if I care two-pence about it." 

866. The following correspondence, which actually 
took place in the year 1748, may serve to illustrate 
the theatrical management of that period. A man. 
of the name of Stone, who was frequently employed 
by Garrick to get recruits for the low parts of the 
drama, had hired a fellow to perform the Bishop cf 
Winchester^ in Henry the Eighth; but, on the night 
of performance, he sent a note to Ganick in these 
words : — " Sir, the 'Bishop of Winchester is getting 
drunk at the Bear, and sweais he wont play to-night 
I am yours, W. Stone."' To which Garrick imme- 
diately wrote this answer : — ** Stone, the Bishop may 
go to the devil: I do not know a greater rascal, ex- 
cept yourself. D. G. Some time afterwards Stone 

wrote as follows : — ** Sii*, Mr. Lacy turned me out of 
the lobby yesterday ; I only ax'd lor my two guineas 
for ihe last Bishop, and he swore I should not have 
a farthing. I cannot live upon air. . I have a few 
KJvpidSy you may have them cheap, as they belong to a 
poor journeyman shoemaker, who 1 drink with now 

and then. I am, &c. W. Stone.''' ^Answer. *' Stone^ 

you are the best fellow in the world : bring the Chk- 
pids to the theatre to-morrow. If they are under six, 
and well made, you shall have a guinea a-piece for 
them. If you can get me two good Mur4erers^ I will 
pay you handsomely; particularly the spouting fel- 
low, who keeps the apple stand on Tower-hill : the 
cut in his face is just the thing. Pick me iq> an AU 
itprmm of two, for Richard, if yon can ; and I have 
U^c2 
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no objection to treat with you for. a comely Mnwnr. 
D. G." 

* 867. Garrick, though accustomed to face multi- 
tades, 'when once subpoeuaed as a i^itnesn, was, ia 
Wedtmiosler-Hall, so disconcerted by this new mode 
of public appeanince, that he conld scarcely compre- 
hend a question that was asked him. It was a cause 
wherein an artor claimed a free benefit ; that is, a be- 
nefit without pacing the expenses of the house ; but 
the meaning of the term was disputed, and Garrick 
was asked, " Sir, have you a free benefit V — '* X 
ha?e."— " What terms have you it upon T — ** The 
terms of a— of a — a — a — free benefit" He was dis- 
missed as one from whom po information could be 
obtained. . 

868. Garrick being asked by Johnson what people 
said of his Dictionary, told him, that among other 
animadversions, it was objected that he cited au« 
thorities which were beneath the dignity of such a 
work, and quoted Richardson. " Nay," said John- 
son, *' I have dot^e worse than that, If have quoted 
ikee.DavidV 

869. Mr. Garrick passing through a town \n York- 
shire, and seeing.the Constant Couple, or a Trip to the 
Jubilee, advertised ii| the town, waited that night to 

' see the play. The theatre happened to be a bam ; 
and Sir Harry Wildair, the hero of the piece, a re^ 
cruiting serjeant, who wanted his lellt hand. At the 
opening, Mr. Garrick attended, as he thought, quite 
disg^sed : but it was not the case ; a mao^ who had 
been a candfe-snufi'er to Drury Lane, being one of 
the company,' knew him, and communicated this 
knowledge to the rest of his brethren. A council 
was instantly called in the green-room ; i\ie result of 
which was, to retmn him) l|is entrance-money. 'J'he 
maui who tbqnd out the secret was deputed for that 
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purpose ^ who accordingly came ronnd where Mr. 
Garrick was atting, and after defivering the eompH* 
ments of the gentlemen of the bnskin, in veiy polite 
terms, begged the acceptance of his eighteen-penoey 
an they never took any thing from a brother. 

870. The well-known Dagger Marr, Tommy 
Clough, ^d Harry Vaughan, all of Dmry-lane The- 
atre, met one morning at rehearsal: Cloogh kept bis 
hand in his coat-pocket a long time, which Dagger 
taking notice of, asked him what he had got there? 
*' I have got a partridge," says Clou'gh, " which I 
intend to present to the little man,'* meaning Mr. 
Garrick. *' Tat I** says Vaughan, " h6 wont accept 
of it." — ''Wont he," says Dagger, who was well ac- 
quainted with the penmious spirit of Garrick, ** yes, 
I warrant you he'll take it, or a roll and treacle if 
you offer it to him.'^ 

871. When Foote was at Paris for the last time, 
in the course of an evening's conversation with some 
English gentlemen, the subject turned on Garrick's 
acting ; When some of the company expressed their 
fears of that great performer's relinquishing the stage* 
*^Make yourselves easy on that head," replied the 
wit; ** for he'd play Richard before a kitchen fire in 
the dog-days, provided he was sure of getting a sop 
in the pan." 

872. A gentleman who called to pay a morning 
visit to Foote, took notice of a bust of Garrick on 
a bureau. — " Do you know my reasons," said 
Foote, '* for making Garrick stand sentry there f ^— 
" No," replied his friend. ** I placed him there re- 
sumed the wit, " to take care of my money, for I 
can't take care of it myself." 

Spranoer Barry. -^ 

873. The celebrated Mr. Barry, to his silver v6ice 
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added^all the addresses and powers of persaasion^ 
A carpenter, to whom he owed a bill for work at the 
Dublifi Theatre, called at Barr^'^s house, and was very 
clamorous jn demanding his money of tl)e ^rvant. 
Mr. Barry, overhearing hitn, said from above, ^ I>uii*t 
be in a passion, but do me ihe favour to walk up - 
gtidrs, and we'll speak on the business."T--*- Not I/^ 
answered the man, *' you owe me, Mr. fiarry, a. hun- 
dred pounds already, and if you get me up stairs ypa 
wont let me leave you till you owe me two." 

Mossop. 
874. ITie late Mr. Mossop the player always sp<^e 
in heroics. A cobler in Dublin, who once broa^ht > 
home his boots, refused to leave them without the 
money. Mo$»op returned during the time he "viras 
disputing, and looking sternly, exclaimed, '' Tell me, 
are you the noted cobler I have often heard of?" — r 
'* Yes,^ said the fellow, *' and I think you the divert* 
ing vagabond I have often seen." 

Shuter. 
. 875, Ned Shuter was often very poor, and, being 
still more negligent than poor, was careless about his 
dress. A friend overtaking him one day in the street, 
said to him, *' Why, Ned ! are you not ashamed to 
walk the streets with twenty holes in your stockings! 
why don't you get them mended ?'*—** No, my friend," 
said Ned, ^^ I am above it ; and, if yon have the 
pride of a gentleman, you will act like, me, and walk 
with twenty holes rather than one darn.'' — " ITow (he 
deuce do yon make that out?" repUed the other. 
" Why," replied Ned, " a bole is the accident of the 
4)ay ; but a darn is premeditated poverty." 

Hull. 
876. Tommy Ho|l, who is well known to have been 
the apologist-general at Covent Garden Theatr* for 
about fiye-and-tweoty ycars^ took it into his head, at 
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Uie time of the dispqte between Keppel und Pa|liter, 

to distinguish himself as a lad of liberly. On tha 

ni^t when all London was illtimiiiHted on Keppel's 

acqailtal^ he nndertook, not onl> io lijcht up his tene? 

fluent in Martlet-conrt<^ Bow-street, but to treat the 

populace with small beer. 'i1if:> had drank all bnt 

one barrel, which, ont of waiitoi|nefi|s, because it was 

rather stale, they left running. The door was now 

shut, lent sqni^ of the liberty l>oys should take a fancy 

to the silver spoons. ' At this they grew clamorous, 

and bawled out very ontrai|ceously for some beer. 

Tommy, as was his custpna, thinking it high time h« 

slionid now make his appearance, pppped his red 

night-cap-head out of the window, and there was imr 

mediately a cry of ** Hear him, hear him." When he 

thus begun : — '* Ladies and gentlemen, I have the 

mi^^ortune to tell yon, that the spiggott is ont of the 

faucet, and the small beer is run about the cellar, and 

we humbly hope for your n^ual indulgence.'' 

Thornton. 

877. Thornton, the Windsor manager, having con- 
stantly an eye to his interest, oqe evening, doring the 
performance of Richard the Third, gave a tolerable 
proof of that l>cing his leading principle. Repre- 
senting the crook-back tyrant, he exclaimed : 

'f Hence, babbling dreams ! you threaten here in 

vain! 
Conscience avaunt ! — 
[Hiot man in the brown wig there has got into the pit 
.withoid paifitiff^ 
Richard's himself again !" 

878. The king having commanded the farco cff the 
Quaker, at Windsor, ]V|r. Thornton, (amongst otheir 
of his sprightly gambols) performed it without mnsie. 

' TfaC'ttext morning he went tp Mr. Brawn, one of the 
pages, to apologize for the omission, and tq say* he 
hoped his majesty was not offended. ** Np/' sai^ 
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Mr. Brawn, '' the king was very much pleased, fbr it 
made the piece so much shorter ; and lie was tired be^ 
fore it ws^ half over, as it was/^ 

ASTLEY (SENR.) 

879. Old Aslley, one evening when his band was 
playing an cwerture, went up to the horn-players, and 
asked why they were not playing. They said they 
had twenty l)ars rest. " Rest !" says he, " I'll have 
nobody rest in my company ; I pay you for playing'^ 
not for resting.^* 

John Kbmble. 

880. John Kemble one evening performing Romeo, 
in the scene with the apothecary, gave a new reading, 
and instead of calling out, " What hoa, apothecary !" 
in a strong voice, rather whispered the words. The 
gentleman who enacted the meagre apothecary, not 
being apprised of this, when he made his entr^, 
asked, as usual, " Who calls to ImidV* This threw 
the audience- into a little confusion, and rather disr 
concerted the performers. 

881. When the same great actor once played Hamr 
let, at Lancaster, a comedian, named Davis, acted 
the first grave-digger ; and, as is usual, in provincial 
theatres, he, by his grimace, attracted the attention 
of the audience, making them laugh heartily, to the 
great annoyance of the Danish prince. Kemble, at 
the end of the tragedy, took him aside, told him that 
he intended to take the same play for his benefit in 
the ensuing week, and that he should be obliged to 
Mr. Davis, if he would act the part chastely (of which 
he was very capable), and which no doubt was the 
intention of our immortal bard. This Davis promised 
to do ; but, on the night, that promise was forgotten, 
and he again sought to excite the laughter of his au- 
dience, and with too much success. Mr. Kemble, 
Jjighly cjt^asperated^ called out, ** Ij'or shiame, sir!'* 
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On which, the other stared him in the face, and Tery 
deliberately said, " Oh! what you don't liko it" Then 
bobbing his head, he suddenly disa|)|)eared under tbe^ 
stage, like a rabbit borrowing, and left Hamlet and 
Horatio to finish the scene, tite^-iite. 

JOHNSTOVK. 

882. J.. Johnstone had a dispute with the marker 
at a billiard-table, in Duhliii, about ten shillings and 
a penny, which the latter said he owed for games ; 
bat Johnstone, not recollecliog the circnra.slance, re- 
fused to pay it. Nome time afterwards, performing 
in CymoH^ where the verses of one of his songs con- 
cluded with. Sing hey derry derrti^ sitig A#y deny 
derrv^ to his great astonfshnioiit, he was always echoed 
by the marker from the gallery, with Pay me. Jack 
Johnstone^ my ten and tf penny ^ my ten mid a peimy. 
Tliis whimsipal way of demanding payment prvo^ 
▼ery entertaining to the audience, and most effectn-^ 
ally answered the marker's expectation, in compei^ 
lic^ Johnstone to pay^ the debt. 

Rock. 

883. Hock, the comedian, when at Covent Garden^ 
advised one of th seme-shifters, who had met witb 
an accident, to resort to the plan of a subscription ; 
and a few d^ys afterwards be asked for the list of 
names, which, when he had read it over, be returned. 
" Why, Hock," said the poor fellow^ ** wont you 
give me something?"—** Zounds, man," replied the 
other, '* 4idtt't 1 gite you tfte hint V* 

Incledov. 

884. Incledon was present at a party, when Aris- 
totle became the subject of conversation. Some one 
said that there were some beantifui things in Aristotle 
which the more they i^ere contemplated could not 
but be the more admired. " Wei.," said Mr. S. wha 
frequently divert! bfmsclf with the conceit and ij^f? 
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ranee of Incledon, " what is your oj^inion ?"— " My 
opinion is/' said he, '^ that many who talk so niucn 
of Aristotle have never been near the ^laxieP 

Carlini. 

885. An unfortunate ni^n miserably alBicted with 
a hypochondriacal complaint, consulted M. Tronchin, 
the physician; "You want amusement, sir," said 
Tronchin to him; " go and see Carlini, (the first buPr 
foou of the Neapolitan stage) he will make you laugh, 
and will do you more good than any thing I citn 
prescribe for' you/' — "Alas, sir/' said the patient, 
'* / myself am CarUni,^* 

Anonymous and Miscellaneous. 

886. The following whimsical accident happened 
the first season of the represention of the Fair Peni- 
tent : — Lothario, after he is killed by Altamont in the 
fourtli act, lies dead by proxy in the fifth, raised on. 
a bier covered with black by the property-man, and 
the face whitened by the barber, the coat and peri^ 
wig (for the actors then wore periwigs) generally 
filled by one of the dressers. Most of the capital 
actors in the established theatres haye generally a 
dresser to themselves, though they are paid by the 
manager, to be ready on all occasions, for stage 
guards, attendants, Ike, Mr. Powell played Lothario, 
and one Warren, his dresser, claimed a right of lying 
for his master, and performing the dead part of Lo- 
thario, which he proposed to act to the best advan^ 
tage; thoiigh Powell was ignorant of the matter. 
The fifth act began, and went on as usual with s^V 
plause ; but about the middle of the distressful scene, 
Powell cnilcd for his man Warren, who as loudly re- 
plied from the bier on the stage, " Here, sir !" Pow- 
ell, who >5'as ignorant of the part his man was per- 
fuming, repealed without loss of time, " Come here 
this moment, you rascal ! or I'll break all the bones 
in ypur skin," Warren knew his hasty ten^perj 
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therefore, without any reply, he jamped off, with all 
his sables about him, which illnfortunately were tied 
fast to the handles of the bier, and dragged after him. 
But this was not all ; the laugh and roar began in the 
audience, till it frightened poor Warren so mudh, 
that with the bier at his tail, he threw down Calista 
(Mrs. Barry), and overwhelmed her with the table,' 
lamps, books, bones, together wilh all the lumber of 
the charnel-house. He tugged till he broke off his 
trammels, and made his escape ; and the play at once 
ended with immoderate fits of laughter: even t^e 
I grave Mr. Betterton 

•* Smird in the tumult, and enjoyed the storm." 

But he would not let the Fair Penitent be played 
any more that season, till poor Warren's conduct was 
somewhat forgot. 

887. A company of strolling players were perform-^, 
ing Pizzaro, in a city in Scotland, when, during the 
recital of the hymn to the sun, that Inminary took 
fire, in consequence of the ii^ts being placed too 
near it. The manager, who was officiating as high 

^nriest, after singing the word, " O power Supreme !" 
in the utmost consternation called out to the stage- 
keeper, " The sun's on fire»^* Then proceeding with 
the hymn, " O power Supreme ! — Put out the iiiw, 1 
say** the sun however blazed, 'J'he manager con- 
tinued to sing and swear^ whilst the audience were 
convulsed wi& laughter. ^ 

888. A certain poet and player, remarkabte for his 
impudence and cowardice, happening many years 
ago to have a quarrel with Mr. Powell, another player, 
received from him a smart box on the ear. A few 
days after, the former having lost Jiis snufi'-box, was 
making strict inquiry if any body had seen his box. 
*' What,'' said another of the theatrical punsters 

Digitized by VjOOQ I (* 



360 THBATBlCAt* 

*'tliat wbich George Powel gave yott the other 
ttigbt" 

8iB9. A country perrormer, by dint of servile appli- 
cation, prevailed upon Rich to let him make bis ap- 
pearance in the character of Hamlet. The man 
ibewed hiiAielf totally disqualified for the part at bis 
iirtt entrance ; but when he came to that celebrated 
soliloquy, he unfortunately wanted to blow bis nose, 
but being unprovided with a handkerchief, he bad 
recourse to bis usual habit of the fingers, which set 
the audience in a roar of laughter^ so that it was with 
great difficulty the rest of the play could be dragged 
through. Rich, who stood upon tenter-hooks at the 
side of the scenes, said nothing till the play was over ; 
when, going up to the performer, he exclaimed, 

** Mr. — , I believe you to be a very good kind of 

man ; but as to acting, Mr. , you must go and 

blow your nose at some other theatre." 

890. A little journeyman tailor waited upon Gnr- 
rick, and requested to be received as a candidate for 
public favour, adding, that he had fix:ed upon the 
character of Richard the Third for his first appear- 
ance. " What, heh— ^eh — ^what — what! Richttcf 
tkeTMrdi savyou? Egad, a bold attempt! Have 
you studied the part?" said Garrick. '* Yes, sir," — 
'* Kehearse—^pehearse a speech then," said Ganrick, 
surveying him all over. The tailor, nothing dismayed, 
^ot at once into the bustle of Bosworth-field, and 
proceeded in a shrill tremulous treble, to repeat, 

** A thousand hearts are swelling in my bosom ; 
Draw, ardiers, draw your arrows to the head. 
Spur your proud horses hard, and ride in blood; 
And thou, our warlike champion, thrice neuown^A 
St George, inspire me with the rage of likms.'* 

Just as he came to the words, ^ rage of lions,'* his 
eye caught that of Garrick/ who had summoned, up 
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(dl llie Vrron of bh coantenaiice for fliftt pDipose* 
iryoli so dismajed the tailor, that be ran away i» 
■borror aad trepidatioii, cooviuccd that be was better 
•caloaiated for tbe goose and the needle, than the 
Jword of Richard. 

8»1. W^le MissO'Neil was playinf Pallet at Co^ 
"V^mt-garAen Theatre, Mr; Kcui waa perfonnin|^ 
Romeo at Dmry-lane. A gentleman, who bad seen 
Ihe tragedy at both bouses, called the waiter of a 
coffee-house, to know what the play was at Drury- 
lane Theatre, '' Homeo and JoPiet, sir.*' — ^ And what 
at CoTent-gprden ITieatref'— •* Romeo and JuUet^ 
JBlr,"-— " A j^gue o* both yawr hnmB.^ 

^892. Mrs. D'Arblay wrote a tragedy called lUfinf 
mtd ElgivOf which was in 1795 brought forward at 
Drary-laue Theatre: but some circumstances occur- 
ring to excite laughter, rather than pity or horror, it 
^d the nmfortune to be damned. Among the dra^ 
matU persotuB were no less than seven bish<^, one of 
whom being arrested for some treasonable practices^ 
ihe king called to his attendants, ^ Bring in the ^- 
4hop," — " Aye," cries a fellow in the gidlery, " imd 
make it ffood.'' Scarcely had the audience got tho 
hetterofthe laughter occasioned by this sally, than 
their tragedy-faces were completely got the better of, 
hy the tbllowinj^ short dialogue between Mrs. Sid- 
dons, in tbe character of the heroine, and Mrs. BCad^ 
<icK;ks, as her faithful attendant. 

Siddons, (impatiently) '* Where sbaU I go for 

Maddocks, (softly) *^ Behind yon hedge/* 

693. During the representation of tbe play of Mac- 
beth, at a provincial theatre, an incident occured 
which totally disconcerted all the gravity of the tragic 
muse. In the banquet scene, Ban^uo's muxderer 
3d. 
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was by some untoward accident missing, and the 
business of the drama was threatened with saspen- 
sion ; when, in the exigency of the moment, an ig- 
norant clown of a candle-snuffer w^s pnshed forward 
to tell the horrid tale. On seeing him, Maobetib, 
who had been motionless with confusion and em- 
barrassment, burst from his state of torpor, and ex- 
claimed, ." There's blood upon thy face !" — *' Is there," 
said the astonished clown, clapping his hand on lus 
cheek, with a mixture of anger and alarm, ** then 
that damn'd blunt razor has cutten me again.'' 

894. A great actress, in a journey to the north, 
travelling with her son through a village, where ihey 
stopped for the night, by way of passing their time 
they went to see the play of Pizarro enacted in a barn, 
and displayed their merriment on the representation, 
rather ill*natured]y, and to tlie great mortifioatiou 
of the abashed perfbi*mers. On the conclusion of 
the first act, the fiddler, Who composed the band, 
struck up, 

» Through all theemployments of life. 

Each neighbour abuses his bi-other ; 

which sally kept the critics in a more demure state 
for the remainder of the evening. 

* 895. lit the distracted state of Fleetwood's man- 
agement at Drury Lane, in 1743, though he had the 
advantage of Garriek's powers, as an actor, bailifi's 
' were often in possession of the theatre ; and the pro- 
perties, clothes, and other stage ornaments of the 
comedians, were sometimes seized upon by these low 
implimeuts of the law. Many ridiculous contests 
' and foolish squabbles between actors and these li-* 
censed harpies might here be recorded for the reader*s 
amusement; but we shall content ours^ves wiih 
relating one of them. The hat of king Hichaid III. ' 
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by hmng adorned with jewels o^ paste, featherd, and 
other oraaments, seemed to the sheiiff's officers a 
prey worthy of theu* seizure ; but honest Dary, Mr- 
Garriek'8 Welch servant, told them, they did not 
know what they were about ; " For, look you," said 
Davy, " that hat belongs to the king/' The fellows 
imagining that wha| was meant of Richard III. was 
spoken of George 11. resigned their prey, though 
with some reluctance. 

896. Mr. C , a very useful performer of 

Covent Garden, but whose talents are generally con- 
fined to the personation of walking gentlemen, when 
he takes his country expeditions, soars to the first 
characters. One day in the green-room he was re- 
lating, with a good deal of consequence, an incident 
that occurred the second time he pla} cd Richard, at 
a particular place. " What !'* said Harris, " did you 
play it twice in the same town V 

897. A person having occasion to mention tlie late 
Mr DaVies, of Covent Garden and the Haymarket 
theatres, called him Kiddy DavieS' (a nick name 
given hini by his brethren). " Kiddy Davies !" cried 
Captain A ntrobus, with apparent surprise; ''what 
do you mean by. Kiddy Davies>-he must be Goat 
Davies by this time, for I rem^nber him a Kid these 
forty years." 

898. Once that John Kemble played Hamlet in the 
country, the gentleman who enacted Guildenstem 
was, or imagined himself to be, a capital mn^cian. 
Hamlet asks him — " Willyou play upon tliis pipe ?" — 
^ My lord, I cannot" — "I pray you.^* — ^** Believe me, 
I cannot."-^*' I do beseech you.*^ — " Well, if your 
hn-di^p insists on it, I shall do as well as I can f and . 
to the confusion of Hamlet, and the great amusement 
of ,4be andience^ he played God save the King, 

^ y '^ 
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899. In the early display of Mr. Garridc's powers-, 
at Dmiy Laqe, a tragedy was brought forth, in wfakb 
he sustained the character of an aged king. Thougb 
there was nothing remarkably brilliant in the play, it 
proceeded without opposition till the fifth act, when 
the dying monarch bequeaths hi« kingdom to his twa 
•oils in this line: ^ 

** And now between yon I bequeath my crown/* 

A wicked wit in the pit exclaimed: 

" Ye gods! he's given them half-a-crown a jMece.*' 

This threw the house into such a comic convubion^ 
that not another word of the piece could be uttered. 

Effectt of Mremation. 

900. Mr. Moody had, at the Bristol Theatre, seleot* 
ed for lus benefit Henry YIII. in which an inferior 
performer/ Roger Wright, was to enact a part ; bat 
not t^tten^ng Sie rdiearsal. Moody reproached him 
for his inattention to one of Shakespeare's best plays. 
** Best plays ! Master Moody," says Roger, ** why it 
was damn'd ; look ye here, in the book it is noted in 
^e title-page at one of Shakespeare's hitt, plays.** 



CHAP. X- 

WIT IN LOW LIFE. 

Barbers. 
901. A coxcomb going into a barber's shop, iace-: 
A^ously asked tbe operator if he had ever shaved a 
inonkey. ^' No, sir/' replied the barber with beoom- 

S'ng deforenoe, ^^ I haTf not, bat if youll ba seated 
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0Q2» A barber was lately brought hefpre -a jastice, 
on a charge of haiing stolen awig>bIook. In his 
defence, he told the magistrate, that he had no 
occanion.to steal one, as his worship himself knew 
that the parish abounded with wig-blocks, 

003. An eccentric barber some years ago opened a 
shop under the walls of the King's Bench Prison. 
The w iudows being broken when he entered it, he 
mended them with paper, on which appeared, 
** Shave for a Penny,'' with the usual invitation io^ 
customers ; ,and over the door was scrawled tibiese 
lines: 

Here lives Jfemmy Wright, 
Shaves as well as any man in England, 
Almost — ^not quite. 

Foote (who loved any thing eccentric) saw thes^ in-* 
scriptions, and hopitii;^ to extract some wit from the 
author, wliom he justly concluded to be an odd cha- 
racter, he pulled off his hat, and thrusting hfs head 
through a paper pane into tbe shop, called out, ^< Is 
Jemmy Wright at home %** The barber immediately 
forced bis own head through another pane into the 
street, and rcpli(?d, " No sir, he has yxatpopt out." 
Foote laughed heartily, and gave the man a guinea. 

BLACKSMITHS. 

904. When tlie son of a certain London banker 

. had eloped to Scotland with a great heiress, whom he 

married, still retaining a paternal taste for parsimony, 

he objected to the demand of two guineas made by 

the rivetter at Gretna-Green, stating, that Captain 

had reported the canonical charge to be only 

five shillings !— " True," replied Vulcan ; " but Cap- 
tain is an Irishman, and I have already mar- 
ried him five times, so I consider him as a good cus- 
tomer; but perhaps I may never see your face 
aSi^iu.'' , 
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' 1 905. After all the advances in the science of nie4a* 
physics, 80 much boasted of in the Scotch oniversi* 
ties, it is not clear that the improvements in it have 
been such as to render obsolete the simple descrip- 
tion of the blacksmith of Olammis : '< Twa fonk du- 
pntin thagither ; he that's listemn disna ken what he 
&afs speakin means; and he thafs speakin dismi 
ken what he means himsel — that's metaphysics.'* 

906. About thirty years ago, two brothers went Uk 
J^amaica : they were by trade blacksmiths. Finding; 
soon after their arrivd, that they could do nothing 
without a little money to begin with, but that with 
sixty or eighty pounds they might be able, with in-: 
dttstry, to get on a little, they hit upon the following 
novel «nd ingenious expedient One of them strip- 
ped the other naked^ shaved him close, and blacked 
him from head to toot. This being done, he took 
bim to one of the negro-dealers, who, a0er viewing 
and approving his stout athletic appearance, ad- 
vanced eightv pounds currency upon the bill of sale, 
and prided himself on the purchase, supposing hint 
to be one of the finest negroes on the island, llie 
same evening this new-manufactured negro made hia 
escape to his brother, washed himself clean, and re- 
sumed his former appearance. Rewards were in vain 
offered in hand-bills, pursuit was eluded, and disco- 
Yery, by care and precaution, rendered impracti- 
cable. The brothers with the money commenced bu- 
siness, and actually returned to £n«;fland, not many 
years since, with a fortune of several thousand 
Dounds. Previous, however, to their departure from 
the island, they waited upon the gentleman from 
whom they had received the money, and recalling the 
circumstance of the negro to his recollection, paid 
^m both principal and interest| with thanks. 

BUTCHERS. 

gar, A butcher's boy rumiinjp against agentlemau 
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•Wftfa his traj, made him exclaim, '^ The deuet take 
the trmf.''-^** Sir/' laid the lad, "* the deuce cmCt tmU 
tie tray.'* 

CARPEKTERI. 

^08. When Sir Richard Steele was fitting up his 
greal room in York Bnildings, which he intended for 
pnblic orations, he iiappened, at that time, to be 
pretty mnch behind-hand with his workmen: and 
coming' one day among them, to see how they went 
forward, he ordered one of them to get into the |os- 
trum, and make a speech* that he might obsenre bow 
it coald be heard : the feUow mounting, and scratch* 
Htg his pate, told him, he knew not what to say, for, 
in truth he was no orator. ** Oh V^ said the knigb^ 
^no matter for that, speak any thing that ccmies 
npperaiost.'' — " Why here. Sir Richi^," says the 
fellow, ^' we haye been working for you these six 
^eeks, and cannot get one penny of money. .I'ray, 
sir, when do yon design to pay usT*— " Very welL 
■very well," said Sir Richard, "pray come down; I 
have beard enough, I cannot but own you speak 
very distinctly, though I dpnH admire your subject'* 

C0BI.BBS. 

909. A cobler at ]peyden, who used to attend tba 
pnblic disputations held at the university, was asked 
if he understood Jjatin. " No," replied the son of 
St Crispin, " but J know who is wrong in the argu-r 
ment." — ^**.How can tl^at be?** inquired his frieu<^ 
** Why, by seeing who is angry first." 

PAVI0URI5* 

916. A man of an enormous size passing through 
a street in Oxford where the paviors were at work, 
in the middle of July, the fellows immediately laid 
down their rammers. **Ah! God bless you master," 
eries one of them, " it was very kind of you to coma 
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this way, it saves^ us a great deal of trouble this hot • 
weather.'^ 

PEASANTRY. 

911. A countryman was, stopped by a revenue o^ 
ficer, who took from liim' two casks of spirits, and 
,carr}ing them to the next town, a distance of fifteen^ 
roiles> was desired by the countryman to stop and 
leave it at the first public house, 'i'he officer replied, 
*' No ; I have seized it, and it must go to the ex^cise- 
office." — " Not so neither, master/' said the country- 
man, '' 1 have a little bit of p^^per here, which, if you^l 
take the trouble of reading, will convince you I am 
right'* The officer reading his bit ofpapei-f exclaimed, 
" Why, you rascal, this is a permit; why did not; 
you shew it me sooner T — " Because,'^ said he, " if 
I had, you would not have carried the liquor so far 
for me.*' 

912. A peasant came into Aurbach*s Square, at 
Leip^ic, and looked round about him before he ven- 
tured to go into a shop* A shopman called out» 
** Come this way, father; what do you want?" The 
peasant went to him and asked, **• What do you sell?'' 
** Do not you see?" replied the shopman; ''asses 
heads." — ** Faith,*' replied the countryman, " you 
must have a great demand for them, for I only see 
pne ieft.'» 

913. Two bucks riding on the western road on a 
Sunday morning, met a lad driving a ilock of sheep 
towards the metropolis, when one of them accosted 
bira with, " Prithee, Jack, Which is the way to 
Windsor f'-^" How did you know my name was 
Jack ?'* said the boy, staring in tlieir laoes. ** W^ 
are conjurors, voung hobnail,'' said the gentlemen 
laughing. ** On ! you be ! then you don't want 1 to * 
shew you the way to Windsor," replied the lad, pur- 
suing his journey. 
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914. A coontrymaii, passing alon^ the Sirand, saw 
fi coach OTertarned, and asking what the matter was, 
he was told, that three or fonr members of parliament 
were overturned in that coach. " Oh,** says he, 
•'then there let them be, my fether always adirised 
me not to meddle with state affairs.'' 

915. A Scotchman, senrant to a farmer in Suffolk, 
had butter and cheese set before him with a view 
that he might take either with his bread : he, how- 
ever, thought proper to spread the butter on the 
chee^ and his mistress lejwoving him for thb extras 
Tagance, he said, pointedly, ^ De§l kae ihim ikat 
parUdthem.*' 

916. Some rattling young fellows from l^ndon, pnt> 
ting into a country inn, and seeing a plain rough-hewn 
former there, says one of them, ^* Yon shall see me 
dumb-fpund that countryman :'' so coming up to him, 
he gave his hat a twirl round, saying, *^ there's half a 
jcrown for you, countryman.^ The farmer, after re- 
covering a little from his surprise, reared his oaken 
trowel, and surveying him very gravely, gave him 
two very handsome drubs on the shoulder, saying, 
^ I tliank yon fur your kindness, friend, ther€*i tW9 
fMUiMgi of ycur money hack agmnJ* 

917. A lad, seemg a gentleman in a-publie home 
tAting «ggs, said, '' Be so good, sir, as give me a 
little salf'-r." Salt, for whatf— " Perhaps, sir, youl? 
ask me to eat an e%^, and 1 should like to be ready." 
*^ What country are you from, my ladT— ** I's York- 
•hire, sir."—" I thought so — ^well, there, take your 
egg[."— "Thank you, sir."—" Well, they are all great 
honie-stealersin your country, are not they ?" — " Yes ; 
my father, though an honest man,^ would think no 
more of taking a hgrse, than I would of drinking 
jfonr glass of ate," taWng' it off. " Yes," said \^ 
gctttleman, " I see you are Yorkihire/' 
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918. A poor old coaDtr}'man, who coidd^ soareety 
walk, ODce passing through Smithfield, was accosted 
by a young coxcomb, who jeeringly offered to take 
faim upon his back and carry him. ''* No/^ replied the 
old fellow, ^* no, not so, I shall purchase an ass next 
market-day." 

. Servants. 

919. Doctor M , formerly master of Chiisfs 

College, Cambridge, sent tor the cook to give him a 
reprimand. The cook, seeing the doctor in,!a great 
passion, ran down stairs as fast as he. could, and 
went out of the college gate, where he met the tailor, 
whom he called, and told him that he must immedi- 
ately go np and take down the master's choler. The 
doctor, not having got over the heat of bis passion 
when the taik)r knocked at the door, asked verjf 
rongfaly, wbo was there? " it is I, sir,'^ Said the tai- 
lor; *^ hie cook told roe that yon Imd sent for me tir 
take down your collar,*' 

920. As Dean Swift was once upon a journey, at- 
tended by a servant, they put up at an .inn, wheve 
they lodged all night. In the morning the dean oaUed 
for his boots ; the servant immediately took them tw 
him. ** How is this Tom ?" said he ; " my boots aro 
not cleaned."—** ^o, sir," replied I'om, *' as you are 
going to ride, I thought they would soon be dirty 
again."—" Very well," said the doctor, '* go and get 
the horses ready.'' In the mean time the 'dean <mv 
dered the landlord not to let his man have any break* 
fast When the servant returned, he asked if the 
horses were resuiy. " Yes, sir," was the answer. 
" Go and bring them out then,'' said the dean« ** 1 
have not had my breakfast yet, sir," replied Ton. 
*• Oh I no matter for that," said the d^an ; " if yoa 
had, yon would soon be hungry again." Tbejr 
mounted and rode off; as they r^e the dean ppiled 
a book out of his pocket ^nd bega^ to r^ad. Ageup- 
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tleniair met them, and, seeing ^e dootar i-eading^^ 
'Has not wilting to distort him, but passed by till he 
met the servant *»' Who is that gentleman T said be 
to the man. ** My master, Mr," said Tom. " I 
know tiiat, you blockhead, but where are you go- 
ing?" — »* We are going to heaven, sir,'' said Tom. 
•' How do you know that T said the gentleman. 
** Because I am fasting, and my master is praying." 

921. A friend of Dean Swift one day sent him a 
turbot as a present, by a servant who had frequently 
been on similar errands, but had never yet received 
the most trifling mark of the dean's generosity. 
Having gained admission, be opened the door of the 
study, and abruptly putting down the fish, cried very 
rudely, ♦* Master has sent you a turbot."—?**^ Heyday ! 
young man," said the dean rising from his easy chair, 
** is that the way you deliver your message ? Let me, 
teach you better manners; sit down m my chair, we 
will change situations, and I will shew you how to 
behave in fnture.*' l^e boy sat down, and the dean, 
going to the door, came up to the table, with a re- 
spectful pace, and making a low bow, said, '* Sir, 
my master presents his kind compliments, hopes your 
reverence is well, and begs your acceptance of a tur- 
bot." — "Does he?'' repUed the boyj ** here, John, 
(ringing) take this honest lad down into the kitchen, 
and give him as much as he can eat and drink ; then 
send him up to me, and 1 will give him half a 
crown." 

922. A lady told her butler to be saving of an ex-t 
cellent cask of small beer, and asked him how it 
might be best preserved. ** I know no method so ef- 
fectual, my lady," replied the butler, ** as placing a 
barrel of good (Ue hy ii¥' 

923. A lady ofrank, proudly conscious of her dig- 
nity, one day descanting on the superiority of the 
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bery.^ — " WeU! but yoo rascal/' replied Mallet, 
•* bad yon no fear of the gallows?" — " Master/' said 
the cnlprit, looking sternly at him, '' what is it to 
yon, if I had a mind to venture that? You had 
removed my greatest terror ; why should 1 fear the 
lessr 

&20, A gentleman having called his servant to as* 
sist him in dressing, the latter, who had been em- 
ployed in some dirty work, came up all over dust. 
The master in a rage took up a cane, and was going 
to lay it over the fellow's back,' when he cried out, 
" Sir, sir, if you wish to dust my coat, I beg you 
will let me take it off first" 

930. A country gentleman walking in his garden, 
saw his gardener asleep under an arbour. " What!^ 
said he, '' asleep instead of at work; you idle dog, 
yon are not worthy that the sun should shine on 
you." — *' I am truly sensible of my unworthiness," 
answered the man, '* and therefore I laid mytelf down, 
m the shade/* 

931. A formal fellow, inquiring for Mr. Owen, 
asked a servant if Mr. O — n was at home ? •* N— ro," 
replied the boy. 

932. A gentleman, complaining of a nusfortane, 
said — It was owing to that drunken sot his man, 
who could not keep himself sober." — ^** With defer- 
ence to -your wor^ip," said the fellow, ^* I know 
very few drunken sots that do keep themselves 
sober." 

Chairmen. 

933. As Dr. Glover was returning from a tavern 
across Covent Garden, a churman cried out, ^ €hidb, 
your honour, chair!" Glover took no ootice, but 
called his dog^ who was a good way behind^ *^ Herub^ 
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Scrab, Sonib/' — " Ocb, by my soul," sud the chai]> 
man, ** there goes a pair of you.'' 

Coachmen. 
d34« A hacldiey-cQachman seeing a certain man of 
the ton driving four in hand down Bond-street, said— 
'* That fellow looks like a coachman, but drives like 
a gentleman/^ 

Porters. 
935. A gentleman thinking he was ebarged too 
much by a porter tor the delivei;y of a parcel, asked 
him what his name was, ^ My name/' replied the 
man " is the same as my father's.'^ — '^ And what is 
his name V* said the gentleman. '* It is the same a» 
mine.'' — " Then what are both your names?" — " Why 
they are both alike,'' answered the man again, and 
Tcry deliberately walked off. 

03$L A gentleman having sent a porter on a mes- 
sage, which he executed much to his satisfaction, 
had the curiosity to ask his name, and was informed 
it was Russel : '* Pray,'' said the gentleman, ** is your 
eoat of amu the same as the Duke of Bedford's?" — 
** As to our ann$f your honour," said the porter, ** I 
believe they are pretty much alike; but there is a 
deal of difi'erence between our coats," 

ChiMKEY-SWE BPERS« 

937. A couple of sweeps having occasion to pass ■ 
the new bridge at Manchester, unluckily could mus; 
ter only a single halfpenny between them. How to 
raise the other halfpenny to pay the toll they>knew 
not, tilt one of them proposed to toss np whieh should 
carry the other over. This being done— one was in- 
stantly crammed into the bag, and lugged over on the 
shoulders of the other as a burden -of soot 

. 938* Tim follQwing curious circumstance occurred 
8 E 2 
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a ^w years a^o at a cotititiy village, near Horn- 
castle, in Lincolnshire. A boy, belonging t& a cbim* 
ney-sweeper at Louth, taking his nsnal rounds in 
the country, called srt a &rm honsc in the above Til- 
lage, late in the evening; but it not being convenient 
to employ him till the momipg following, the fanner 
informed him he mighty If he thought proper, sleep 
in his bam, which he very readily agreed too. H« 
accordingly made himself a comfortable bed among 
the straw and went to rest. Some time in the nigh^ 
he was awakened by two men entering the barn with 
a lanthorn and candle, and each of them a sack ; h« 
immediately supposing they were not about their 
lawful business, lay still to watch their motions, when 
they began to consult how they might place the light 
till they had filled their sacks from the onm heap ; 
seeing they were at a loss how to proceed, he crept 
' softly from his couch, and with an audible voicey 
said, << Gentlemen, Tit bold the candle.'' Turning 
round suddenly, they beheld the knight pf the boish^ 
in his sable robes, and suppo^ng him to be a messen* 
ger from the infernal regions pome to assist them, 
tiirew down thefr sacks and lanthoms, and immedi- 
ately decamped. 

939. The Earl of Ormond, (whose ikmiiy nana 
is Butler) and the Hon. Mr. Cooke, encountered a 
chimney-sweeper one morning in the streets of Dalv- 
lin. His lordship accosted the merry gentleman with 
''Well, Sooterkins, what news from hell r— "No- 
thing,'' replied the gentlenian in blacky ^ but that 
the Devil stands in need of a Coek and a BtUler." 

940. A chimney-sweeper in a certain b<n«ougfa'town, 
being one of the last voters at a contested election, 
was strongly pressed by each candidate to honour 
him with his vote. The fellow, who was for some 
time at a loss to tell which fine gentleman most me- 
fitcd ^B nviSnge, at lust rtcoUecting that he had 
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olieii heard of kissing |iai)ds among great folks, de* 
clared that he would not vote for either unless they^ 
would kiss bis hand. One of them accordingly came 
forward, and having vainly endeavoured to persuade 
the sweep to dispense with so disagreeable a ce- 
remony, actually saluted his sooty fingers; after 
which, confidently claiming the expected reward: 
" No, no," says the chimney-sweeper, *' J shan*t vote 
for you, for 1 am very sure that he that would kiss 
my hand, would kiss any ministers b — k-^deJ- 

941. There happened a very whimsical affair, in 
1761, at Tulouse. l^our Savoyard chimney-sweepers, 
having finished every thing in the way of their profes- 
sion, and not having a penny left, took a resolution 
to enlist lor soldiers. Accordingly, th^y received two 
Louis d-ors each ; but the officer thought it necessary,' 
by way of precaution, to lock them in a kitchen with 
some flaggons of wine. As long as the liquor lasted, 
* they were quiet enough ; but as soon as it was ex-, 
hausted, they began to think of making their escape. 
They were not long m settUug that point. There 
was a large chimney b<^fore them, which they 
mounted with their usual dexterity ; and being fairly 
got to the top of the house, they held a council of 
war, when it was unanimously resolved to go down , 
another chimney. The first tumbled into a great 
txe, out of which he jumped covered with soot into" 
the middle of the room, and was immediately fol- 
lowed by liis three companions. The place happened 
to be a gaming-house, and the operators at the great 
table, taking the adventurers for so many devils 
starting out of the fire, ran down stairs as fast as they 
could, leaving their money, to the amount of twelve 
hundred livres, behind them. This the Savoyards 
seized, and in an instant re-mounted the chimney, 
and running over the tops of the houses, descended 
again- into their old apartment, just as' the officer 
opened the door with some provisions. They oficred 
3 E 3 
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iiim his money again with a handsome profit, which 
he ttccepted ; and then they retaroed to their own 
jGountry, rnnch richer than they oonld eTer expect to 
be by their occupation. 

LiNRBOT. 

942. Pope's oath was, " Qod mend me.'' A link- 
boy, to whom he had refused a penny, looking at his 
diminutive crooked stature, cried out, *' God mend 
you, indeed ! it would be less troubte to make a new 
one." 

Necrqes and other Slaves, and Savaoks. 

943. Soon after the settlement of New England, 
Governor Dudley, taking a walk, met a stout> Indian 
begging, and saying he could ^i no work. The 
governor told him to go to his house, and he would 
give him work. *f But," said the negro, ** why you 
no work, massa ?*'— " O," said the governor, " my 
head works.'' He, however, turned out an 'idle good- 
ibr-notbiug fellow, and his master found it necessary 
one day to have him flogged. With this view he gave 
him a letter, clesiring him to carry it to t^e keeper of 
the workhouse. The negro, suspecting its contents, 
committed it to the care of one of his comrades, who 
got a soimd whipping for his trouble. The governor 
having learned this, asked Mungo why Up ilid so. 
** O, massa,'' said he, ** head work." - 

944. A Scotch merchant, in the Island of Jamaica, 
had, among his slaves, one whom he very much dis- 
liked, and treated with tlie greatest severity ; so that 
a mutual dislike soon grew on the part of Quashy, 
nut only to his master, but to all Scotchmen. Sunday 
being his holiday, he bought at the water side some 
fry (a small fish like riudmps), and called past his- 
roaster's door, " line Scotchmen, all Alive I Scotch- 
men! buy my Scotchmen!" His master in a rage' 
calls him, << What have you there T***' Scotehmeiiy 
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ihassa.'*— *' Let me Io©k. \\liy, yo« rascal, tljese 
are shrimps; how dare you call them Scotchmen f^ — 
*' Oh, massa, looka here, dem stick together like 
Sootchmen; come one, come twenty, etery time/' 
His master did not forget the first opportmiity tp 
scratch Quashy^s hack. After some time, the master 
was laid on his death-bed. Touched with remorse at 
the reflection of the severity he had treated this poor 
creature with, he sent for him to the bed-side. 
•* Well, Qnashy, I am going to die/' — " Oh, massa. 
no kickeraboo yet** — *^ "Yes, I must I now fe^ 1 
have been too harsh with you/' — " Oh; massa, you 
flog me like a devil V — ** To make yon amends, I'll ^ 
leave you your freedom/'—" Bless you hearty massa.'^ 
— " Any thing else can you ask of me V — " Yes, 
massa, one little favour : when Quashy dead, let him 
bury close alongside of you/' — " Affectionate crea- 
ture! But why so?" — ** Because, when the devil 
come, he will be so busy about you, h6 forget 
Quashy/' 

946. A negro in the island of St Christopher ha4 
so cruel a master, that he dreaded the Mght of him. 
After exercising much tyranny among liis slaves, the 
planter died, and left his son heir to his estates. Spme 
short time after his death, a gentleman meeting the 
negro, asked him how his young master behaved. 
** I suppose," said he, ** he's a chip of tiie old block V 
— ** No,** said the negro, " massa be all block him- 
sdf." 

946. Dr. Franklin, when last in England, used 
pleasantly to repeat an observation of his negro ser- 
vant, when ihe doctor was'making the tonr oif Der- 
byshire, Lancashire, &c. *^ Bvery thing, massa, work 
in this country ; water work, wind work, fire work, 
smoke work, dog: w<Mrk, man work, womm work, 
bullock work, horse work, ass work; every thing work 
hen but de hog; he eat, he drink, he deep, he dp 
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nothing all, day ; de hog be the only gentleman ki- 
England." . 

947. A negro servant being asked what colour he- 
believed the devil was ? " Why," replied the Aliican, 
" the white men paint him black, we say he is white ; 
but from his great age, and being called Old Nick, I 
shpuld suppose him gre^/^ 

948. A vessel having arriyed in the river from the 
West ladies, the captain*s servant, a negro boy, was 
sent on shore on a Sunday forenoon, and observing a' 
Bnmber of persons resorting to a baker's shop, and 
each throwing down a penny and carrying away a 
pie, he returned on board, exclaiming, *' Massa, 
massa I give me one penny, and I will bring you one 
great big pie." His master did not understand what 
he meant, but having a mind to humour him, gave 
him a penny. He ran to the baker's, threw down his 
money^ and the woman asking which was his, he 
picked out the largest, crying out, ^* Dis my pie, dis 
my pie ;" and the woman^ helping him to get it on his 
head, he carried it aboard, to the astonishment of the 
captain, and no doubt to the sad disappointment <J§ 
the owner. 

949. Two negroes meeting in a dram-shop in 
Jamaica, calle.d for a bowl of grog. When it was 
made, one fellow took up the bowl, and after drink- 
ing two-thirds of their contents, cried, *^ Hem ! hem ! 
hem ! Massa, dis here too strong, do put little more 
water here." — " Tay, massa," said tiie other, " no be 
in such hurre, let me cry hem tooJl* 

960. A West Indian, who had a remarkably fiery 
nose, having fallen asleep on his sofa, a negro boy, 
who .was m waiting, observed s^ musquito hovering 
round his face. Quashy eyed the Insect very atten- 
|ively ; at last he saw him alight on his master's nose^ 
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tnd immediately fly off. " Ah, d— n you heart," ex- 
claimed the negro ; ** mc d^-n glad to see yoo burn 

you foot,^ 



Barbehs, 
951. A barber in the country haying married a wo- 
man who bad a fortune of twenty pounds left her by 
an old mistress, happened 1o call in upon an old ac- 
quaintance who kept a spbool. Just as he entered* 
one of the boys was reading the following passage in 
the New Testament-r-" It h ea«er for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
•nter the kingdom of God.'* On hearing this the 
poor barber turned pale, started back, and exclaimed 
with tears in his eyes^ "" If that is the case, the Lord 
liaire mercy upon me, what will become of' my-peOr 
iouir 

962, A barber havii^ a dispute with a parish cleHr, 
on a point of grammar,^ the latter said it was a down- 
right bmrharimn. ** What'' replied the other, '< do 
yon mean to insult me ? Barbm-ism I Td have you to 
know a barber speaks as good Eugfish any day as a 
parish dei^'' 

958. A barber shaving a thin-faced man, put his 
finger into hi» mouth, to push out the hollow of his 
cheek, and happening to make a slip, cut through the 
poor fellow*s face. " Oh, curse your lantern jaws,** 
cried the barber, ** I've cut my finger.'' 

954. A gentleman ooming into a barber's shop to 
be shaved, was tormented by the fellow's finical 
manners and insignificant garrulity. ** In what man- 
ner would your honour be shaved ?** exclaimed the 
tonseur. ^' If possible/' replied the gentleman, ^'in 
silence.^' 
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955. A Highlander who sold brooms went into a 
barber's shop in Glasgow, a few days since, to get 
ahaved. The barber bought one of his brooms, and, 
after having shaved him, asked the price of it " Two- 
pence,*' said the Highlander. " No, no,*' said the 
barber, "Til give you a penny ; if that does not sa- 
tisfy you, take your broom again." The Highlander 
took it, and asked what he had got to pay? '* A 
penny," said strap. '^ I'll gie you a baubee,*' said 
jDuncan, ** an'if that dinna satisfy ye, ye may put 
on my beard again." 

Carpenters. 

956. A gentleman having sent for his carpenter's 
swvant to knock a nail or two in his study, the fellow, 
after he had done, scratched his ears, and said, ^' He 
hoped the gentleman would give him something to 
make him dctnk.'^-r" Make you drink !'* aaid the 
gentleman, ** there is a pickled herring for you, and. if . 

/ that wont make you drink, I'll give you another." 

Millers. 

957. As a poor miller was riding on his ass, he 
stopped to look at a grand procession, which so occn- 
pied his attention, that he did not observe two men 
who played him the following trick. Having out thft 
girths of his saddle, they supported it by two poles 
while they drew the ass backwards from under. him. 
The procession being over, the miller gave his cus- 
tomary kick, but findiug the deiciency, exclaimed, to , 
the great astonishment of the by-standers, *' Bless me ! 
where is my ass ?" 

Peasantry. 
958. An ignorant clown, who had the reputation of 
being a great scholar in the country, because he could 
readtand write, coming to London, and inquiring into 
all the strange things he saw, at last read on a sign^ 
post, ** Here are horses to be let, 1748."— "Jehu," said 
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he ; " if there are so Inany horses in one inn, how many 
are there in the whole city?** 

959. A country fellow left his \illaffe, and went to 
Weymouth, for the loyal purpose of beholding his 
roost sacred and august majesty. On his retnm 
home, he was asked by his neighbour if the sight had 
answered his expectations. , " Loch !" said the clod* 
hopper, V I was never so disappointed in all ray life ; 
why, do you know, now, that his arms were for all th© 
world Uke the arms of any of us common men *, and 
I wish I may die if 1 hadn't heard a thousand times, 
that the arms of the king were a lion and an unicomJi 

960. The following whimsical circumstance oc- 
curred some little time ago in Hampshire, and is a 
complete model of ignorant simplicity. A gentle* 

man in the neighbourhood of R , was so fer 

reduced by a violent attack of illness, that his life 
was despaired of: — the most eminent practitioners 
in physic had attended, and had nearly lost all 
hopes, when fortunately a medical gentleman who • 
resided in the neighbourhood was called in,' who, by 
pursuing a directly opposite course to that of hiS 
brothers in physic, soon effected a cure, and the pa- 
tient's health was perfectly re-established. This al- 
niost miraculous recovery occasioned a great deal of 
conversation in the village ; and, among other things, 
it was remarked, at a farmer's house, that this cure 
would be a feather in the doctor's cap.'^ An honest 
ignorant Tonny Lumpkin, who was present, going 
home soon afterwards, by way of a piece of news, 
said, '^ £cod, our doctor will be main smart now, for 

I hear as how Mr. has given him a feather to 

tffear in 'his ea^pP 

' 961. A conntrjrman Itttely went to a celebmied*- 
tooth*drawer, to hav6 a tooth ^extracted. Being 
seated, the d^tist looked into iiiii'knoatb; and seeing 
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DOthiug like decay in any, asked ifvhich was the tootli 
to be drawn ? The countryman^ with a look of natives 
simplicity, replied, '' It signifies nought, zir, whicfai 
you ta'en out, for IVe had no much u$e for ony ov'em 
sum toime past' 

962. A gentle sprinkle of rain happening to fall, a 
plough-boy lei% bis work, and went home ; but his mas- 
ter seeing him there, (old him he should not have left 
his work for so trifling an affair^ and begged for tiie fu- 
ture he would stay till it rained dowwright. A day or 
two afterwards proving a very rainy day, the boy 
staid till dusk, and being almost drowned, his mas- 
ter asked him why he did not come before ? " Why 
I should,'' says the boy, ** but you zed I shouldn't 
come hoam vore it rained downright ; and it has not 
rained downright yet, for it was tulaunt all day longt*' 

963.^ A peasant, employed to draw timber from a 
wood, met with an oak trunk, so large and heavy that 
hii tackle broke twice in attempting to place it on 
the sledge. Hodge flung his hat on the ground, and 
scratchUig fais head, with much vexation exclaimed, 
*' The deuce take the hogs that didn't eat thee when 
thee was an acorn, and then I should not have had 
this trouble with tbee." 

964. A |K>of boy was lusked what three things he 
woi^d have, if he could obtain them for wishing^ 
« First,'' said he, ** 1 would have as much fat bacon as 
I could 6at ; next, I would have as inuch ale as I could 
drink:'' pitszled for a third object of happiness, he at 
last aiid— ^liaag it! I woul^d have a little more ale." 

g6&. Two conntiymen, who had ndver i^n a play^ 
Bor had any idea of one, went to the theatre in Drniy- 
lane, where they placed themselves tmig ia the gallery. 
They were delegated with the first and second music ; 
at length the carUin (jbrew up, and two or three actors 
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entered to begin the play ; npon which one of Ae 
Qoautrymeu said to the other—" Ckme, Will, let us 
be going, ma^fhiq) the gentlemen are talking abont 
business/' 

966. An ignorant yoang fellow being about to be 
married, resolved to make !Hmself perfect in the re- 
sponses of the service ; but by mistake got by heart 
the office of baptism for riper years^; so when he was 
asked in the church — " Wilt tiiou have this womts, 
&c/' he answered^ " I renounce them all/' The d«#- 
gyman said, " I think you are a fool i'* to irhidt he 
replied, " All this I stedfastiy believe.^ 

967. A sdiolar meeting a poor ignorant peasant on 
the road, " How far, friend," said he, ** is it to CanH 
bridge I" — ** By my faith, master," says the man, " 1 il» 
not know, but Cambridge to this town is counted seven 
miles.'' 

> 968. A blacksmith of a village nrardered a mam 
and was condemned to be hanged : the chief pealants 
of the place joined together, and begged the Aleado 
that the blacksmith might not suffer, because he waa 
necessary to the place, which could not do without a 
blacksmith to shoe horses, mend wheels, &c. But the 
Alcadc said, ** How then can I fulfil justice f A la* 
bourer answered, " Sir, there are two weavers in the 
Tillage, and for so small a place one is enough ; hang 
the other." 

969. A countryman coming into a bookseller's shop 
to buy a Bible, the boy shewed him one which hrfd a 
patch on the cover : the countryman was displeased 
at that, and would see more ; on which the master 
came out, asking his servant what the man would 
have ? " Sir," said the boy, " he wants a Bible, and ho 
does not like this/' Then the master looking on it, 
*' Why, surrah/'iaidhe to his apprentice, *^ have I but 
2f 
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one douUe-coTovd Bible m aH my shop, that yotr 
miist shew every one this!"—" O pray/' said tlie 
coontryman, *' let me have it by all means, if it be 
doable covered, for I would fain have a lasting one.'^ 
And so he paid the price very willingly. 

SERrVANTSr' 

970! A gentleman, alighting at the gate of a villa, 
gave his horse to a servant of the family to hoM^ Poor 
Martin, having been up all night, fell asleep^ In this 
state a man thouffht he might ease him of his chatge> 
and slipinng the bridle off the head of the horse, he 
led. him away, leaving the bridle in the keeper's hand. 
Martin being suddenly awaked by a call from his mas- 
ter, stupid with surprise esclaimed-^^' I am either 
Martin,^ or I am not ; if I am Martin, I have lost a 
horse ; if I am nbt Martin, I have found a bridle.'' 

971. Tobacco was firt brought into repute in Eng- 
land by Sir Walter Raleigh. By the caution he took 
of smoking it privately, he did not intend it should be 
copied. But sitting one day, in deep meditation, with 
a pipe in his mouth, he inadvertently called to his man 
to brmg a tankard of small beer. The fellow, comings 
into the room,^ threw all the liquor into his master's 
fece, and running down stairs bawled out — ^' Fire I 
Help! Sir Walter has studied tiU his head is on fire, 
and the smoke buists out at his mouth and nose !'' 

972. A eountiy boy having been hired by a gentle-' 
man of some rank in town, endeavoured, to th^ ut- 
most of his power, to make himself useful, and avoici 
the necessity of being so frequently told of many tri- 
fling things, as country lads generally are. This offi- 
cioosness, however, once operated rather to his disad- 
vantage : his master had sent, him down stairs for two' 
bottles of wine; when he came into the parlour with 
them, he said to him — " Well, John, have you shook 
themf The poor boy, ever anxious to pleaae^ re- 
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fkUed-^^' No, sir ; but i wHl f and began sbiJdBg tb« 
bottles with all possible violence. 

973. A nobleman, coming down in tbe sonuner to 
bis connlry-seat, w|ui talking familiarly with his butier: 
" And how hrfve you been,*' said he, «* since we left 
you?"—" Why my lord," replied he, " I have been 
pretty well lately; but, for near two months in the 
winter, I had a ve^ drepdfi^ ague a,t jofu: lordship's 
service." 

974. Dr. Heylin^ a noted author^ especially for hli 
'.Cosmography, happening one day to Iqse his way going 
to Oxford, in the forest of Wichwopd, being then a^ 
tended by one of his brother's men* the man earnestly 
untreated him to lead the way; but the doctor telling 
iiim he did not know it ; — " How '/' said the feHow, 
'* that's very strange, that you who have made a book 
jo\ the whole world, cannot find the way in this little 
.wood." 

Coachmen. 

975. A hackney coachman having put up his horses, 
took out the money he had received dunng the day 
io make a conscientious division between his master 
,and himself. *' There," says he, ^' is one shilling for 
master, and one for me,'' and so on alternately, tlU 
there remained an odd shilling. Here he hesitated, 
when the master, who was a concealed spectator, 
said, ^< I think, Thomas, you may allow me the odd 
shilling for keeping the horses." 

€ar|1ek. 

976. A fellow once standing on Qie pillory a^ Tem- 
ple Bar, it occasioned a stop, so that a carman, with 
a load of cheeses, had much ado to pass ; and driving 
just up to the pillory, he asked what that was that 
.was wrote over the person's head? they told him it 
was a paper to signify his crime, that he stood thert 
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im f(arg«y. *" Ay/' iaid lie, *' ^ivhai is foi^cryf They 
Muwered him, iLat foi^ry wasoonitterfeitiii^ ano- 
ther's band, with an intent to cheat people ; to which 
the cftiman replied, looking up to the offender, "Oh! 
this qomcs of yonr reading and writing, you silly dog." 

Porters. 
977. A porter going to Mr. Blast's house one day 
'Witfi a load upon his back, said to a gentleman that he 
met in the Haymarket, " Pray, your honour, can you 
tell me where Mr. Blast lives r'~" Mr, Blast! Blast 
•did you sayf replied ihe gentleman. ** Yes, Blast, 
yew honour,'' said the porter. This odd connexion 
of words, though not intended to give any offence, so 
irritated the gentleman, that he not only refused to 
give the porter information, but in a rage gave him a 
hearty drubbing with his cane. 

878. A merchant in the city, not long ago, dis- 
charged a porter, on account of his being deficient 
in orthography. The poor man, it seems, wanted a 
favour of his master, and wrote a letter to him; but 
instead of ** honoured sir," he unfortunately vnx>te, 
** Horned sir/' 

979. An ignorant porter had been placed as sentinel 
ftt the door of an assembly, with strict injunctions to 
let no one come iu without a ticket. A man of fa- 
shion presently came, and was repulsed as having no 
ticket. " You must not come in here, sir," said the 
porter, " that is my order."—** Oh, oli," replied the 
other, ** is that your order? I do not want to come 
in here ; all 1 waut is to go out here." — ^** Nay, nay, I 
dare not refuse you that," said the porter, and pushed 
Imn into Die room himself. 

Chimney Sweepers. 

980. A buck of a highwayman was hanged along 
with a cfainmey-sweeper. When the ordinary was 
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ineading the prepturfttoiy prayers, Ifae laitter pushed 
rather rudely on the former to lisiteii io the par^n. 
" You dirty rascal," said tlie highwayman, ^ what do 
you meaa pressing on me f* The ppor sw,eep replied, 
** I have as good a right here as yon/' 

Shob-blacrs. 

981. A shoe-hlack meeeting a hackney-coachman 
on a very fine sun-shiny day, in the middle of No- 
vember, accosted him with, " All's bad still, Tom ; 
airs bad yet, for you and J^* here's another of these 
confounded fine days/' / 

Watchmen, &c. 

982. A watchman, in going his round, wb» sadly 
perplexed to find a proper character for Uie weather, 
for he was saluted by hail, rain, and snow, at the same 
time ; he therefore made the following sensible pro- 
clama^on : ** Past four o'clock, and a queer morning.'' 

983. A party who had been rather over-done by the 
potentiality of their beverage at a tavern in Leaden- 
hall^street, staggered out of the house while th« 
watchman was crying past ihr^^ o'clock. This so 
much ofiended one of the compaiiy, that he insisted 
on the poor fellow's altering his tone, and announcing 
it to be past eleven o'clock. The watchman imme- 
diately complied, but being at some loss how to finish 
his sentence, said, *^ Pray, gentlemen, what sort of 
weather would you choose to have ?" 

984 King James keeping his court at Theobalds in 
the time of the plague, several constables were sta- 
tioned abdut the palace, to hinder the pepplo from 
^owding thither. One morning, a plain (pressed gen- 
tleman coming near the palace, was stopped by a 
constable, who demanded what lord he )[>e]onged 
unto, taking him for a servant. The gefitleman rea- 
4dilj replied^ '*To the Lord Jehovah ;'' upon wl4ck 
2 F 3 
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Hie constable, turning to his broDier officers, asked if 
tl^ knew any such lord? They replied in the nega- 
trre ; but the constable being unwilling to shew his 
ignorance or want of eourt breeding, said, " Let him 
pass ; he belongs to some Scotch lord or other/' 

Pedlars. 
98&. An itinemnt pedlar, wishing to recommend 
his razors to the gaping crowd, thus addressed them : 
— " Gentlemen, the razors I hold in my hand were 
ttiade in a care by the light of a diamond in the fa- 
mous province of Andalusia in Spain. They cut as 
quick as thought, and are as bright as the morning- 
star. A word or two more, and 1 am certain you will 
buy them : lay them under your pillow at night, and 
yo« will find yourself clean shaved when you wake in 
the morning." 

Showmen. 

986. A showman, exhibiting at Eton, pointed out, 
in his box, all the crowned heads in the world, and 
being asked by the school-boys, who looked through 
the glass, which was the emperor? which the pope? ' 
wiiidi the sultan? and which the great mogul? ex- 
claimed, eagerly, " Which you please, young gentle- 
inen, which you please." 

Sharpers. 

987. A notorious culprit, who suffered some years 
since at Salisbury, and the last of three brothers who 
Lad been executed for similar pffences, after sentence 
wa* passed, said, " My lord, I humbly thank yon." 
His lordship astonished, asked him for what? ** Be- 
cause, my lord, I thought I should have been hung in 
chains, which would have been a disgrace to the family.^ 

988. A malefactor, near his death, was asked by a 
feUow-sofferer what were his thoughts of a future 
^oild: ** Very indifferent,'' reptied he. « Whyf^ 
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asked the other : " Because,^ replied he, ** as there is 
nobody can carry any thing away with them, there 
will be few pockets to pick." 

989. A fellow, going to be hanged on Kennington 
Common, begged to be allowed to stop at the Horns, 
to get a glass of gin. Having drank it, he told the 
landlord, '* t have no change, but Til pay you as I 
come back,'' 

990. A rogue asked charity, on pretence of being 
(dumb. A lady having asked him, with equal sim- 
plicity and humanity, <' how long have you been 
dumb," he was thrown off his guard, and answered, 
?* Five years, madam.'' 

991. Some time since a journeyman tailor was at- 
tacked, at a place called Edgehill, near Liverpool, 
by three villains, who robbed him of his week's 
wages. They had just quitted him, when one of 
them said, ** That fellow has a better coat than mine. 
We must go back again." They seized him again, 
stripped him, and put on him the coat of one of the 
robber! They had scarce left him, when he heard 
them swearing that they must have him again. I'he 
poor fellow, concluding that they meant to take his 
life, endeavoured to save himself by flight, in doing 
which he tumbled into a ditch. The robbers passed 
him at full speed, swearing, th^tt the devil must have 
flown away with him. He laid snug for some time, 
and then venturing out, made his way to a farm 
house at a little distance ; related the affair to the 
family, and entreated permission to stop ail night. 
HisTequest was compHed with. Having now leisure 
to examine the exchange which had been forced upon 
.him^ on putting his hand into one of the pockets of 
the coaty he found ^en guineas, 

Negro Slaves, and Savages. 

992. A carpenter on board a ship returning from 
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the West Indies, having lost his «aw, suspected the 
.captain's Negro boy of having stolen it; Mungo der 
nied ail knowledge of the affair, and in this dubious 
way the matter remained, when the carpenter one 
.day exclaimed to a brother sailor, " This saw sticks 
in my gizzard/' The boy instantly ran to his master, 
^and JoyfiiUy cried out, ** Jtfassa, me glad, me glad, 
Massa ! carpenman find him saw/' — ** Ah, ha ! and 
where did he find it V — " Yes, massa ! indeed me teU 
no lie ; he say it stick in him gizzar/' 

093. It is a custom among the Canadian Indians, 
jthat when it^ne dreams that another ha^ rendered him 
^y sen^ice, the perspn dreamed of thinks it a duty 
. to fulfil the dream if possible. A ch^f one morning 
came to the governor, Sir William Johnstone, and 
told him that he had last night dreamed that Sir Wil- 
liam had made l^im a present <^ the suit 6f regimen^ 
tals he wore. The governor readily presented them 
to him ; but as the Indian was gping out, *' Stop," 
said Sir William, ''I had almost forgpt, but I 
dreamed about you last night ; I dreamed that you 
gave me such a tract of land ;" describing a large 
tract. ** You shall have it/' said he ; " but if you 
please, Sir William, we will not dream ffwy more.'' 

Miscellaneous V 

994. A person going through FieW-Iane, cheapened 
a leg 6f mutton hanging up. The butcher told hint 
it was eleven pence a pound. " What !'' said the 
t)ther, " eleven pence a pound ! I could buy a new 
-one for the same money in Fleet-market/' 

996. When Mr. Wilkes was in the meridian of his 
popularity a man in a porter-house, classing himself 
1eis an eminent literary character, was asked h^ one of 
his companions what right he had to assume such a 
jtitle. '* Sir/' said he, « I'd have you to know, I ha4 
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the boBOur of chalking namber 45 apoa every door 
between Temple-bar saA Hyde-park-ooroer.'' 

996. A low Frcachman bragged that the king had 
spoken to him : being a^ed what his majesty had 
said, he replied, " He bade me stand outvof his way.*' 

997. A gentleman who emi^oys a great mimber of 
bands in a manufactory in tbe west of England, in 
order to e;iconrage his work-people in a due attend- 
ance at church on a late fast-day, told them, that if 
they went to church, they would receive their wages 
for that day in the same manner as if they had been 
at work ; upon which a deputation was appointed to 
acquaint their employer, that if he would pay them 
for over-hours, they would attend likewise at the me- 
thodist chapel in the evening. 

998. A person went to a scribe and desired him to 
write a letter for him ; but the other excused himself, 
having a sore foot. " What has that to do with it?" 
said the man : ** I don't want you to carry it.*' — 
" Perhaps not,*' replied he, " but when I write a let- 
ter for any^ one, I am always sent for to read it, as 
nobody else can make it out." This man, though an 
able decipherer, might with truth be called only a 
lame writer. 

999. A melting sermon being preached in a country 
church, all wept but one man ; on being asked why 
he did not cry with the rest, " Oh,'' said he, "i belong 
to anot/ier parish.*' 

1000. Gun Jones, who had raised a handsome for- 
tune from a small beginning, happening to have some 
words with a person who had known him for some 
time, was asked, how he could have the Impudence 
to give himself such airs to one who knew him seven 
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fesn ag»9 when lie kad hardly a rag: to his baek ! 
** You lie, xirrah/' replied Jones ; "for seven years i^ 
I had nothing but rags to my back'.^ 



Errata. 

Page 182, after line 4 insert Dr. Rbib. 

Page 237, line 3. The anecdote which . stands No. 

§96, was inserted by mistake — the following should 

have stood in its place. 

696. A volnnteer corps chose for its captain a (jai- 
lor, who on the first day of their appearing ii(i ftiH 
dress, frequently found fault with one of the ipen, 
and at length peremptorily ordered him to step out 
full tliirty inches. — " I can't,*' replied the recruit.--7- 
" Why ?" said the captain. — ^'* Because, captain,'' 
bawled the man, ''you have made my breeches too 
tfi^htr • 
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SELECTION OF PUNS. 

1. An English gentleman paying a visit in Breck^ 
nockshire, went out a shooting, when lie was rather 
rudely assailed by a proud Welsh squire, for sporting 
on his ground. '' I have/' said he, ** two little ma^ 
nort, and yon shall shoot on neither/' The English- 
man coolly replied, " I easily perceive sir, that you 
have too little manners/* 

2. A noble lord who entertained his frieiids with ex- 
cellent claret, said he had sent a couple of hounds over 
to France, and got a hogshead of this vnne for them* 
'* Then," said one of the company, ** your lordship 
lad it dog cheap.** 

3. " I have considered the matter twice,'^ said a 
vintner to a democratic landlord, '* and will now let 
you have the wine at your own price;"—^** You do not 
express yourself correctly," observed mine host affect- 
«dly ; yon should say, I have reconsidered; when a 
thing is considered twice, it is reconsidered." — "Then 
I suppose," replied the odier, '* you have been twice 
a publican, for you certainly are now a repubhcan." 

4» Two brotiiers of celebrity walking near Holy- 
well Mount, " Zounds!" cried the elder, ** come 
^^^Jy yonr life's in danger : don't yon see written np 
on a board— /it is hwfdio shoot rubbish here.*' 
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6. Old Denifts^ the author of several plays^ passing 
by a brandy-shop, the master came out, and desired 
the favour of him to drink a dram. *' For what rea- 
son?*' said Dennis. , ** Because," said the master, 
'* you arc a cframatic poet.^ When Pennis had com- 
plied with the invitation, and was going to walk away, 
the master asked him to pay for it Dennis surprised, 
said, '' Did you not ask me to drink a dram, because 
I was a dramatic poet V — " Yes, sir," replied the 
master, **birt I would not have asked you, had I 
thought you a dram at tick poet" 

6. A gentleman, well known for his facetiousness, 
was dining with a nobleman, and, as the company 
were talking of a voyage to India, some glasses of 
Cape were handed round the table. *A11 the guests 
expressed their praises of its exquisite flavour, and 
wished much to have a second taste of it When the 
gentleman found it was in vain to indulge this hope, 
he turned to the person who sat next him, and hap- 
pily alluding to the voyage to India, said, " As we 
cannot doublt the Cape, suppose we go back to Mor 
deira," 

7. A felon, who was just on the point of being 
turned off, asked the hangman if he had any mes- 
sage to send to the place where he was going. " I 
will trouble you with a Une^* replied the finisher of 
the law, placing the cord under his left ear. 

8. A certain reverend drone, in the country, preach- 
ing a vei7 dull sermon to a congregation not used io 
him, many of them slunk out of the church, one 
after another, before the sermon was nearly ended. 
" Truly,'* said a gentleman present, " this ieaiiied 
doctor has made a very moving discourse.*^ 

. 9. The day that Mr. Atkinson stood in the pillory 
for peijury, the faoelioiis Mr. Maigray was asked by 
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a connfrjiniLii, winle be was standing at bis door in 
Fleet-street, wbat made snob crewds of })eople flock 
towsrrd tbe city ; to which he, with his usual humour, 
replied, '* My fViend, it is a co//ar-day at tlijs corn- 
exchange/' 

lOi A gf^ntleman and bis friend passing through the 
Old Bailey, soon after tlie institution of the new drop, 
were stopped by an immense crowd, and,^ on enquir- 
ing into the cause, were told that in a few minutes 
one Vowel was to be banged. " I wonder what Vowel 
that can be/^ cried one of them. " It is neither U 
nor I," replied the other ; ** so let us pass on.'' 

11. In company, a curious circumstance of a 
corpse in armour, with spurs on, being dug out of an 
old \ault, was mentioned, and the persons present 
were conjecturing about tlie mode of the death of the 
deceased. " I suppose," said a wag, ** the gentleman 
died oijdigaUoping consumption." 

12. A man praising ale, said, that it was such an 
excellent drink, that though taken in great quantities 
it always made him fat. ** I have seen it make you 
lean" replied the other. ** When?" inquired tbe 
eulogist *' Why, last nigbt — ^upon your stick." 

13. Dr. , meeting some friends in the street, 

whose political opinions were democratical, asked 
them where they were going. They answered, " To 
dine at tbe King's Head." — ** O, then 1 guess your 
dinner. You are going to have a chop, I snpposo." 

14. A gentleman ooming into a coffee-room one 
stormy night, said, be nearer saw such a wind in his 
life. ^' Saw a wind !" says another ; ^^ I never beard 
of such a thing as seeing a wind; pray wbat was it 
likeT — "XiAe.^ answered tbe gentleman; "why it 
uras like to baye blown my hat off.'' 

2g 
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15. Jack Ketch being a^ed on what ground lie 
claimed the clothes of those he hanged^ he answered^ 
** As their executor/^ 

16. In the campaign in Holland, a party marching 
through a very soft morass^ was ordered to form two 
deep, *' Why," exclaimed a corporal, who had sunk 
in nearly up to the neck^ *' I am too deep here al- 
ready." 

17. Three gentlemen supping at a tavern, one of 
them wished for partridges: a brace was brought, and 
he who had ordered them was requested to divide 
them ; which he accordingly did, by taking one to )ii» 
own plate, and leaving the other for his friends. 
" Stop," cried one of them, " this is an unequal divi- 
sion." — ** Not so," replied he; ^' there is one for you 
twOf and one for me too,'* 

18. A gentleman shewing his friend his curiosities 
ot pictures, &c. in his gallery, on the other's praising 
them all very much, he gave him his choice of any 
one of them as a present. The stranger fixed his 
election on a tablet, in which the ten commandments 
were written in letters of gold. " You must excuse 
me there," replied the gentleman: " those I am bound 
to keep.'^ 

19. Concerning the late Earl of r , who, when 

young, was remarkable for cajoling his creditors with 
a future pay-day, it was observed, by one of his 
friends, that it was a pity that fortune should neglect 
so promising a young gentleman. 

20. A person who resided in Pall-Mall, happening 
to spend mu evening in the city, was asked in his turn 
for a song; which he declined, alleging, that any 
attempt of his would give no entertainment " I have 
heard, him sing," says a gentleman, *> and he has an 
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«X€eHent voice.*'—" Whatever be in thut," resnraed 
the other, ^' as I am not a freeman, I have no v&iee 
in the city." 

' 21. A thief, having stolen a cop out of a tavern, 
was pursued, and a great mob was raised around him. 
A bye-stander was asked what was the matter. . 
'* Nothing,'' replied he : ''a poor fellow has only 
taken a cup too much," 

32, A raeiTy, but poor man, being laughed at for 
wearing a short cloak, replied, ''It wUl be long ^ 
enough before I have done with it.'' 

23. When Swift was at his living in Laraeor, a sale 
took place of a farmer's stock in the parish. The 
doctor chanced to walk past just as a pen of poultry 
had bee;n put up. His celebrated clerk, Roger Cox, 
bid for them, and was overbid by a fanner named 
ffatch. " What, Roger, won*t you buy the poultry V 
exclaimed Swift. "No sir," said Roger ; ** I see they 
are just going to Hatch,** 

24. A tavern-keeper, who opened an oyster-shop as 
an appendage to his other establishment, was upbraid- 
ed by a neighbouring oyster-monger as being unge- 
nerous and selfish. The former repUed, *' And why 
woul^ not you have me sell fish?" 

25. A lady reproving a gentleman during the ij»te 
hard frost for swearing, advised him to leave it off, 
.saving it was a very bad habit. " Very true," ma- 
dam, apswered he ; ** but at present it is too col4 to 
think of parting with any habit, be it ever so bad." 

26. When the Irish union w(w effected; Sir Jpjin 
Pamer.8 health was frequently drunk in genteel com- 
panies. Being one day, in a convivial party, he ob- 
served, jocularly^ that by the union he had lost bia 

2g2. 
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hremdtmd hu^er, ^ Afa ! my dear sir," replied a gen* 
tiemaiiy '' never mind, for it is amply made op to yoa 
in toasts/* 

27. A chandler having got some candles stolen, was 
toM to be of good cheer, *' for in a short time thejr 
will aH come to Hgkt.'' 

28. In the year 1801 one of the clamoorers against 
peace was enlarging on the disadvantage of it ; bat, 
at the same time, professing that he was no croaker. 
A wag who knew tnat an unsuccessful speculation 
was the real cause, denied the truth of this : — '^ For/' 
said he, '^ you are not only a croaker, but an alle^ 
eroakerJ* 

29. A punster, being told that a friend of his, wito 
was a very clumsy fellow, had distinguished himself 
in the management of a c<Mivivial company, replied, 
'* No wonder, he was intended by nature to be a 
dunrmany 

30. Mr. M-' — , master of the king's school, Can- 
terbury, being at a place where a gentleman express- 
ed great apprehensions on account of a bleeding he 
was next morning to undergo, by advice of his phy- 
sician ; a punster, then present, told him, he would 
recommend him to employ that gentleman, (pointing 

to Mr. M ) who was a very fafe and able flay- 

hottomist, 

31. Mrs. Wrighton being one day rather indisposed 
with a cold, her husband came into tlie parlour where 
she was practising an air for Vauxhall, and observing 
a phial of physic which she had before said she had 
taken, he flung it at her head with great fury. A gen- 
tleman iii the neighbourhdod, mentioning the cruelty 
of it some time afterwards to a friend, he very drily 
observed — He could not see any great improprie^ 
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in the affair ; Mrs. W. was siDging, aud Mr. Wp pnjy 
accompajiied bt^r with the vioL 

PUNICAL QUESTIONS ANI^ ANSWERS. 

32. Q. What part of England has the most dogs ? 
A, Barkshire, 

33. Q. Who were the first mortgi^^ers of land? 
A, Tiie people of CumherkfuL 

34. Q. From whence came the first tumblers? 
A, From Somerset, 

35. Q. What men iq the world are the best sol- 
diers? A. Your red-haired men, because they al- 
ways carry their ^rc-Zocfo on their shoulders. 

36. Q. Why should a man in debt be called a 
diver? A. Because he is dipped over head and ears. 

37. Q. Why were ladies of late well qualified for 
hunting? A, Because they came with a koop and a 
hollow, 

38. Q, What part of the world is the best to feed 
dogs in ? A. Lap-land. 

39. Q.'Why are the presbyterians, qnakers, and 
others, said to be vermin? A. Because they are in- 
sects, 

40. Q. Where do the best corn-cutters Kre? 4. 
At Leg'hom. 

41. A gentleman fond of playing the yioliny was 
one morning practising, when his uncle came in, and 
the following dialogue took place : 

Uncle. " I fear Charles you lose a great deal of 
time with that fiddBng." — Nephew. ** Sir, 1 endea- 
vour to keep thne'* — Uncle. ** You mean rather to 
hill time** — Nephew. '* No j I only heat time,'* 

42. A tradesman finding his circumstances irretriev- 
ably involved, put a period to his existence in th«i 

2 G 3 
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lated this marvellous story. Amidst various inteno- 
gations to detect his falsehood, one asked him, wh^t 
the ghost said to him, " ilow should I understand/' 
preplied the narrator, " what he said, as y(Ju know I 
ftm not skilled in any of the deeid languages. 

55. A man having deposited his treasure under ^ 
liedge, found, to his great sorrow, that it had been 
jdiscovered and carried off. Relating his misfortun* 
to a friend, the latter observed, '* It is surprising you 
should have lost your money, when you placed it in 
the bank.^ 

56. Two gentlemen wishing to go into a tavern on 
one of the national fast-days, found the door shut ; 
and on their knocking, the waiter told them from 
within, that his master would allow no one to enter 
during service on the fast-day. ** Your master (said 
one of them) might be contented to/asi himself, with- 
out making his doors fast too.** 

57. A young man who lived by his wits, one day 
roasted an old avaricious puty who testily told hitn^ he 
deserved a check. ** I hope (said the other) it will b^ 
on your banker." 

58. A conversation turned on actors travellings 
Mr. Garrick and Mr. Kemble were mentioned as 
the only performers of note who had been abroad. 
An Irish young gentleman said he should suppose 
Wewitzer had travelled much, as he had often heard 
of him ih foreign parts, 

69. A gentleman offered another a pinch out of his 
box, which he said he much regarded, it having been 
in his family for a hundred years, ms friend thank- 
ing him, said, *' I am not in the habit of taking snuff; 
but as a curiosity I must have a pinch out of your 
csiU*ry box.*' 
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60. An elderly lady expressing her surprize at the 
present fashions, observed, that there was now no dis- 
play of dress, as the castom of the pVesent day only 
tended to show the shape, not to set off the attire, and 
wondered that the ladies should ever have relinquish- 
ed their former hahiiiments of whalebone hoops and 
stiff brocade, for muslin dresses like tinder, A gen- 
tleman remarked^ this was probably done to catch the 
sparks, 

61. A gentleman who was dining with anothei^ 
praised very much the meat, and asked who was the 
butcher? — " His name is Addison/' — ** Addison r 
echoed tlie guest, " pray, is he any relation to .the 
poet?*' — '^Itiall probability he is, for he seldom ap- 
pears without his steel (Steele) by his side." 

62. A person wb^ had just taken a house m a 
country town, purchased a loaf of a neighbouring 
baker, which proved very brown and indifferent bread ; 
tipon inquiring about it, be was informed it was 
hmsehold bread. " That may be," he replied^ " but 
never again shall my house-hold it." 

63. A person called upon a comb-maker, who was 
then at work, to let him know he was drawn for the 
militia. " 1 don't care," answered the comb-maker, 
** I am too young for service." — " Too young, and 
about thirty! What do you mean?" — **No matter 
for that," rejoined the comb-maker, "1 can swear 
that I am now cutting my teeth" 

64. Three gentlemen being at a tavern, whose 
names were Strange, More, and Wright; said the 
last, " There is but one cuckold in company, and that 
is Strange/* — " Yes," answered Strange, " there l^ 
one More,** — " Aye," said More, " that is Wright,\ 

65. A dispute arising in a public hous^ betweeA 
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two men respecting a point oflaw^ they agreed to refer 
it to a third, who recommended them to the decision. 
9f the landlord^ who he ^aid was no doubt Well 
versed in those matters, having been long employed 
at the har. 

66. A person one day meeting a pedantic friend, 
^ked him how he did. The scholar said, " If I an- 
swer you in Latin I am «c, tic — ^if in English, so, «p/' 
« Well done," replied the wit, "that 1 think is a 
good 80 so sort of a pun.'' 

67. A joke cannot have a happier effect than to 
dispel ill-humour and make a friend. Such was the 
result of an accidental meeting a stranger and a 
crusty old gentleman, who as he was riding, his horse 
mad^'an odd kind of a motion with his fore-feet, so 
as to'^^ck forward. '* This action of your horse," 
cried tne stranger, " is quite new to me : many a 
horse I have seen, but 1 never saw a horse kick be- 
fore.^' The old gentleman was so tickled witlj the 
pun, that he invited the strapger to dinner, and iByer 
after made him a welpome guest 

68. A gentleman, very moderate at home, was 
sure whenever he rode out to call on any of his 
friends, to come home intoxicated. His lady one day 
remonstrating on this bad habit, he answered, " My 
,dear, it is only my riding habit.** 

69. A gentleman, who had had several wives, paid 
his addresses to a widow lady at Bath ; and it being 
remarked that he was a great duellist,' " Then,'^ said 
P^rrick, the Master of the Ceremonies there, " the 
match will be the more a propos, for the lady Aof 
killed her man/* 

70. When the Prince of Orange came to England, 
^t the time of the Revolution, five of the seyeii 
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btsbops %ho had been sent to the ToWer ife^ared in 
his fayouTy and the two others woald not conform to 
his measures. When Dryden heard of this, he said, 
^ that seven golden candlesticks had been sent to the 
Tower to be assay ed, and^ve of them proved to be 
prince's meialJ* 

71. La Lande, the eminent astronomer, during the 
most perilous times of the French Revolution, con* 
fined himself closely to the pursuits of his favourite 
science. "When be. was asked to what happy caose 
he was indebted for escaping the fury of Robespienre, 
he jocosely answered, *' I may thank my stars for my 
pretservatiou.'' . 

. 72. Dining one day with a gentleman whose beer 
'was better hopped than malietl, the gentleman asked 
HeyWood, the poet, how he Uked his b^er ? **^y the 
feith of my body V* said he, ** it very well hopped; 
but if it had hopped a little further, it had iopped 
into the water." 

73. Wlien Heywood saw a gentleman riding, with 
a lady of doubtful character behind him, he said, 
^ Truly, sir, { should say that your horse was ov^- 
loaded, if I did not perceive that the lady you carry 
i^ very light J' 

74. Daniel Purcell was a very determined non- 
juror. He told a friend of his, that when King 
George I. landed at Greenwich he had a full view of 
him. "Then,*' said his friend, "you know him by 
sight.''—" Yes," replied Puree II, " I think 1 know 
Aim, but I cannot swear to him." 

75. The famous Dr. Galloway, so remarkable for 
his surprising cures in the veterinary line, passing 
along the street, a young man called after him, " Dr. 
Uors^;, Dr. Horse f' at which the Doctor turning 
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round, said, '^ Is it me you want? my name if noit 
Horse, but Galloway/' — "And pray, replied the 
wag, '' what mighty dififereuce is there between a 
horse suad a, galloway ?^* 

76. In a bookseller's catalogue lately appeared the 
following article: — "Memoirs 6f Charles the llrst, 
with a head capitally executed,^' 

77. A gentleman speaking of Lord Henry Petty's 
proposed tax on iron, observed, that as it had raised 
so many objections it would be better to lay it on s 
coals* " No," said his friend, ** that would be jump- 
ing out of the frying-pan into the /ire. 

78. Caleb Whitford, of punning memory, once ob- 
serving a young lady venr earnestly at work, knotting 
fringe for a petticoat, a^sked her what she was doing. 
" Eoiotting, sir,'' replied she. — " Pray, Mr. Whitford, 
can you knot ?" — " I caip-not, madam,'' answered he. 

79. A gentleman complained to old Bannister tlmt 
some malicious person had cut off his horse's tail, 
M'hich, as he meant to sell him, would be a great 
drawback. " Then," said Charles, " you must sell 
hiiti wholesale." — " Wholesale!" says the other, 
" how so ?'' — " Because you cannot re-tail him." 

80. The same parties going into a shop where there 
was a large collection of philosophical apparatus, and 
among the rest an electrical eel. " What sort of pic 
would that eel make, Charles ?" said tiie gentleman. 
— " A shocJdng one," replied the punster. 

81. A gentleman observed one day to Mr. Henry 
Erskine, wlio is a great punster, that punning is the 
lowest sort of wit. "It is so," answered he, " and 
therefore the foundation of all wit." 
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82. Daniel Parcel!, the famous punster, was de- 
fiired one night in company to make a pun extem- 
pore. "Upon what subject?" said Daniel. "The 
King,'' answered the other, " Oh, sir,** said he, " the 
fang is no ndjectJ' 

83. It was wittily said of a great calumniator, a]|d a 
frequenter ofotber persons' tables, that he never opened 
iii mouth but at another man's expense. 

84. A poacher was carried before a magistrate, 
ppon a charge of killing game unlawfully in a noble- 
man^s park, where he was caught in the fact Being 
asked what he had to say in his defence, and what 
proof he could bring to support it, he replied, " May 
it please your x^orship, I know and confess that I 
was found in his lordship's park, as the witness has 
iold you ; but I can bring the whole parish to prove, 
that, for the last thirty years, this has been my 
manner.*' 

85. When Baron Nieuman was once playiog at 
cards in a large company, he was guilty of an odd 
trick ; on which the company, in the warmth of their 
resentment, threw him out of the window of a one 
pair of stairs room, where they had been playing. 
The baron, meeting Foote some time after, was 
loudly complaining of this usage, and asked what he 
should do. " Do V* says the wit ; " why, newer play 
$0 high again." 

86. When the tax was imposed on watches, Prince 
JToare, with his usual sprightliness, observed that the 
inost prevalent case among watchmakers was Mo- 
freen. 

87. Doctor King, Archbishop of Dublin, having in^ 
vited several persons of distinction to dine with him, 
|iad, amongst a great variety of dishes, a fine leg of 
' 2 H 
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mutton and capel* sauce ; but the doctor, who was not 
fond of butter, and remarkable for preferring a trench- 
er to a plate, had some of the above mentioned 
pickles preserved dry -for his use ; which, as he was 
mincing, he called aloud to one of the company to 
observe him : — " I here present you, my lord," said 
he, "with a sight that may henceforward serve you to 
talk of as something curious, viz. That you saw an 
archbishop of Dublin, at 87 years of age, cut capers 
upon a trencher y 

88. Mr. Caleb Whitefoord, on the late Lord 
Kenyon's being appointed lord lieutenant of Flint, 
said the appointment was perfectly natural, as his lord- 
ship was so apt to ^^W^/£re. 

89. Ned Shu tor, one day standing at a green-stall 
in Bow-street, was accosted by a shabby man, who 
asked him for charity, declaring he had not a shoe 
to his foot. Ned immediately presented him with 
part of his purchase at the first fruit-stall, adding, 
'^ that if he had not a shoe to his foot he was now 
presented to a pear J' 

90. When Signora Galli, at the age of seventy-five,^ 
performed at an Oratorio in 1796, and on account of 
her age, and what she had been, was received wilh- 
considerable applause, old Caleb Whitefoord ob- 
served, it was not at all surprising, as the public are 
obliged to take any sort oi notes now ? 

91. *^ The watch and clock tax has set all the wit- 
lings goifi^,^ said Jack Bannister ; " but they have 
not yet been wound up to a striking pun,^ 

92. The bishop of Litchfield, and Coventry, de- 
clared, one day, that the punishment used in schools 
did not make boys a whit belter, or more tracta- 
ble : a nobleniaii in company insisted ths^t whipjping 
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was of the utmost senrice^ for every one must .aUoW 
it made a boy smart, 

93. Wewiteer, having giyen orders to his tailor for 
a spencer, asked how much it w.ould cost ^^ I can- 
not," answered Snip, " say exactly ; but to you, be 
assured, sir, it will come very low.'*—** Then," said th« 
wit, ** it will not be a spender.'* 

94. During the poll at Westminster, in the year 
^784, a dead cat being thrown on the hustings, one of 
Sir Cecil Wray's party observed that it stimk worse 
than a fox; to which Mr. Fox replied — ^There was 
nothing extraordin(U7 in that, considering it was- a 
poU-^at, 

95. Bannister met a theatrical friend, who asked him 
when he would come and dine with him. " What 
vnll you give me for dinner?" said Bannister. — 
" Why,*' replied the other, **you shall have eggs and 
bacon/' — "Then," said Bannister/ "I had better 
come on a Fry-day!* 

96. Lord Pembroke, who was a remarkable pun- 
ster, during his viceroyship of Ireland, attached 
himself to Swift, from a conformity of dispoHitioB and 
talent One day being at the castle, when a learned 
physician was reading a long dissertation to his ex- 
cellency, on the nature and quality of bees, in which 
he frequently denominated them, *' a nation and com- 
monwealth."—" Yes, my lord," said Swift, " they 
are a very ancient nation, indeed ; for you know,Moi»8 
takes notice of them ; and numbers the Hiviiet among 
those nations which Joshua was appointed to con- 
quer." 

97. A short time before Mr. Gamerin ascended into 
ihe atmosphere with his balloon, a countryman asked 
Mr. Camberiand if thwe was any truth in the report^ 
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Ihat a man was going to fly into the airl ^' Wby 
truly, my friend," replied the veteran bard, " I can- 
not justly inform you : for it is a rule witii me, never 
to give credit to imfiammatory rumours and flying re- 
ports:' 

d8. Foote having a demand made on him for a 
debt, princip^ and interest, answered, it was not his 
interest to pay the princip<Uf nor his principle to pay 
Hke interest, 

99. ^^ That great overgrown baby, the French fleiet/' 
said Prince Hoare, some years ago, '^ is so helpless, 
that Bonaparte finds himself still obliged to keep he^ 
s^i Brest:' 

100. As a finale to this chow collection, we present 
the courteous reader with the K^Uowing string of ecftg 
puns, surpassing all others. > It is taken from a very 
scarce work, published in the reign of James I. ' This 
precious morceau has been often printed in a v^ry. in- 
correct and imperfect manner: — we now present it in 
its original beauty. 

A divine, willing to play more With words, than ta 
be serious in the expounding of his text, spake thus 
in one pari of his sermon :^r~*' This dyall shewes we 
must die all; yet, notwithstanding, all houses are 
turned into ale-houses; our cares are turned into 
cotes ; our paradise into a|MnV of dice ; our marriage/ 
into a merrry age ; our matrimony, into a matter of 
nwnev ; our divines, into dry vhws. It was not so iii 
thedaysof Noah, -4Aiior 



THE END. 



J. F. DovE, Printed St* John's Sqsm 
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